













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The height of the Mosque reached 12 meters, and it has eight
doors all leading to the outside. In addition to the doors are the
balconies that face the Ka bah making it easy for the pilgrims to
see it. The Well of Zamzam widened and deepened and its water
was carried through pipes to the outside of the Mosque to make
it easy for the pilgrims to drink from it.

e The era of King Fahd (1402 A.H)

The achievements, expansions and improvements that took
place in the era of King Fahd ibn “Abd al-"Aziz Al Su'ud
represent a magnificent period in the history of the two Sacred
Mosques. They represent one of the features of progress and
civilization in Saudi Arabia and confirm the Kingdom's interest
in the Islamic sites. Among the most important achievements
that took place in the era of King Fahd, starting from the year
1406 A.H., are widening the Sacred Mosque by adding a new
part to it from the region of the small market that falls between
the Door of "Umrah and the Door of the King. The area of this
part is 76000 square meters divided into three floors. This
increases the total area of the Sacred Mosque to 328000 square
meters and can now accommodate more than one million visitors.

The expansion process also included building two new
minarets at a height of 89 meters, taking the same form of the
seven previous minarets. The Sacred Mosque now boosts 9
minarets. To facilitate the process of reaching the surface of
expansion, two new buildings with escalators were added, in
addition to the old five buildings with escalators.

Also, 492 columns were built in the area of expansion to
support the high floors and surfaces and they are all covered

146



with white marble. The external front of the building was
decorated with marble and artificial stones up to the height of
22.57 meters and the floors were covered with marble decorated
with Islamic artwork.

Three cupolas, each 12 meters high, were built in the middle
of the surface of expansion. The doors and windows are made
from conic aluminum and were provided with wooden briels to
be in harmony with the old doors.

The authorities were also concerned with the public utilities,
so they built two power plants. The roofs of the Mosque were
adorned with lamps that suit its architecture and electric fans
were installed in addition to the air-conditioned areas. For the
pilgrims to attain the water of the Well of Zamzam easily, a
special network of pipes was extended to carry its water to the
outside of the Mosque.
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It is a grand host to guests from the four
corners of the world. It stood resolute against
those who sought to destroy it. It warmly
received those who honored it, and salutes
those who visit it today. Physically, it is the most
central point of the earth; spiritually, it
represents the Muslims as a united body, with
the Almighty Foremost in our minds. It bears
testimony to the. Prophets’ call to absolute
monotheism, and binds nations and tribes
invincibly. Its resilience has stood the test of

time. This is the Ka bah - Allah's Sacred House.
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