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The Importance of Comparative Analysis in the Critical Evaluation of Hadith
Narratives and Narrators

Nafez Hussein Hammad *; Heba Ghazi Farajallah **
Islamic University
(Received 19/05/2012; accepted for publication 28/05/2012.)

Abstract: This study investigates the comparative technique employed by Hadith critics for purposes of definition, evolution and
importance. Then, it shows how critics use comparative analysis and related techniques, and it gives examples of application to the
evaluation of Hadith narratives and narrators. The study aims to explain the Hadith critics’ comparative technique and procedures. It follows
a deductive approach. The following are the most important results of the study. The comparative technique started at the time of Prophet
Mohammad. Then, it continued to be used by the Sahabah. Afterwards, it became an established way of evaluating Hadith narrators in terms
of memorization, authenticity and points of strength and weaknesses in related narratives.

Key words: comparative analysis/techniques; Hadith critics; and evaluation of Hadith narratives/narrators.
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Transitive and Intransitive Verbs in Relation to Allah’s Acts from Religious and
Grammatical Perspectives

Suoliman Ibn-Mohamed Al-Dobikhy *
Ha’il University
(Received 23/01/2012; accepted for publication 10/03/2012.)

Abstract: This research explores the meanings of the terms “transitive” and “intransitive” in relation to Allah’s acts, and if Shari’ah
specialists and grammarians agree on the meanings, with special reference to the views of Ibn-Taymiyah and Ibn-Alqayyim. The research
follows both inductive and deductive approaches.The research has reached significant findings. On the one hand, Ibn-Taymiyah and Ibn-
Alqayyim’s understanding of “transitive” verbs in relation to Allah’s acts is limited in comparison with that of grammarians; these define a
verb as “transitive” if its effect passes on by itself, without a preposition, to the “object”. So, the verb can be transitive grammatically, but not
so in relation to Allah’s acts. The term “transitive” in relation to Allah’s acts refers to what Allah does and its effect passes on to His
creatures, such as the verbs expressing acts of “khalq” (creation), “ihsan” (charity/doing things well), “ihya’a” (giving life) and “imatah”
(terminating life). When Allah acts, but His act is not passed on to His creatures, the related verb is defined as “intransitive” even if it is
grammatically defined as “transitive” — e.g. the Arabic verbs “ja’a” and “ata”. On the other hand, Ibn-Taymiyah and Ibn-Algayyim’s
understanding of “intransitive” is broader than that of grammarians — defined as that whose effect does not pass on to the “object” without a
preposition; it may accommodate some “transitive” verbs. Thus, what is intransitive for both scholars is intransitive for grammarians, as in
the Arabic verbs “nazala” and “istawa”, and it can be transitive as in the Arabic verbs “ja’a” and “ata”. The two scholars consider a verb to
be “intransitive” if its effect does not pass on from Allah to His creatures. The research recommends that Shari’ah terms be independent of
corresponding terms in other disciplines till serious efforts are made to scrutinize related meanings so that confusion and misunderstanding
can be avoided.

Key words: transitive; intransitive; and Allah’s acts.
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Spiritism: Definition, Evolution, Ways and Criticism

Said Ibn-Ahmad Ibn-Ali Al-Afandy *
King Abdul-Aziz University
(Received 02/04/2012; accepted for publication 08/04/2012.)

Abstract: This research deals with the issue of séance, which has spread amongst educated people as well as uneducated ones in our
Arab and Islamic societies. The issue belongs to the realm of the unseen. Such an alien issue represents significant aberration from our
religious and ethical norms, ideals and behaviour. Related aberrations include sorcery, hypnotism and alleged knowledge of the future. They
contradict our fundamental Islamic beliefs. Therefore, it becomes imperative for Islamic investigation to scrutinize the broader issue of
spiritism in order to indentify its fallacies and inconsistencies with reality as well as its negative impact on our Arab and Islamic societies.

Key words: spiritism; early spiritism; and modern spiritism.
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Repentance Implications for Wavering Punishments:
A Comparative Study

Jaber Ismail Ahadjahjh *
Al-Albayt University
(Received 26/11/2011; accepted for publication 07/01/2012.)

Abstract: This research is concerned with the comparative study of the implications of repentance in the case of hudood/hudid crimes.
It aims to explain the impact of repentance on such crimes from the perspective of Islamic jurisprudence. It is methodologically descriptive
and comparative. These are the most important results of the study. Repentance is an urgent requirement. Muslims have to make sincere
repentance. This is meant to reform persistent offenders, and it implies Islam’s care for human nature at the individual and community levels.
Immediate sincere repentance and remorse should be conducive to acceptance by Allah, provided that the offender fulfils related established
requirements. Also, the wavering of hudid punishments, while declaring associated repentance prior to the involvement of the ruler,
evidently indicates the achievement of political allegiance and obedience. Thus, bloodshed can be avoided, human dignity can be preserved,
and the community is saved from possible great evils and wrong-doing. With respect to recommendations, the study recommends that
community members be made aware of hudiid offences. This can be done by means of the media, mosque imams and preachers and
educational institutions. Awareness of the hudid punishments acts as a strong deterrent, especially at these times, when violations of hudad
and prohibitions are on the rise. Prevention is more effective than cure.

Key words: repentance; crimes/offences; hudood/ hudiid; offenders; and hirabah (unlawful war).
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Approaches to Qur’anic Evidence: Salafist Approach vs. Contemporary
Rationalist Trends

Ahmad Ibn-Mohammed Allaheeb *
King Saud University
(Received 10/07/2012; accepted for publication 27/07/2012.)

Abstract: This research explores the differences between two approaches to understanding Qur’anic evidence: the Salafi approach and
that of contemporary rationalist trends. It aims to explain both approaches to dealing with Qur’anic evidence, by applying inductive and
deductive methodological procedures. The main conclusions of the research include the following: the term “Salaf” refers to the “adherents
to the Qur’an, the Sunnah and the Sahabah’s moderate related understanding, regardless of era”; the Salafi thought has a sensible attitude
towards the mind; contemporary rationalists are influenced by Western thinkers and methodologies, especially by the anti-Islamic attitudes
of orientalists; and they employ deceptive tactics to justify their ready-made pre-judgments. As for the research recommendations, they
include the following: promoting genuine Shari’ah sciences; acquainting fellow Muslims with the Salafi methodology by simplified means -
this is the best way to protect Muslims from going astray; and keeping channels of communication open with non-Salafis for purposes of
Da’wabh (call) to Islam, not for the purpose of scoring points.

Key words: Salaf/Salafists; rationalism; political interpretation; and hermeneutics.
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Shar’i Politics in the Prophet’s Acts

Abdullah Ibn-Ibrahim Ibn-Abdullah Al-Nasser *
King Saud University
(Received 11/02/2012; accepted for publication 06/03/2012.)

Abstract: Distinctions have to be drawn across Prophet Mohammad’s acts so that the Sunnah can be properly understood. They are
necessary for defining its contents in terms of broad legislations, specific Shar’i politics, what is not relevant to legislation and politics and
what is controversial. In the researcher’s view, the Prophet’s acts in relation to legislation can best be understood by classifying them in
accordance with his function or role at the time of the act in question. The Prophet’s acts embody the following varied roles: an individual
human, a family man, a model of intellectual behaviour and social reform, the Messenger of Allah, a responsible Muslim, the Mufti, a judge
and a ruler/imam. The Prophet’s acts fall into three categories: non-legislative; broadly legislative; and specifically legislative. The non-
legislative category does not involve Shar’i politics. As for the broad legislative category, the acts relate to Shar’i politics in a variety of
ways: as exceptions, e.g. in the case of acts based on the two types of revelation; as a means to prevention, approval and tradition, e.g. in
ijtihad cases; as assessment of expected outcomes in the case of issuing fatwas; as the use of analogies in order to reach a proper judicial
ruling; as making convictions if signs of suspicion appear on the accused; and as resorting to ta’zir (discretionary punishment) in criminal
offences. However, the basic aspect of Shar’i politics in his acts lies in his role as the head of the Muslim state.

Key words: jurisprudence; fundamentals of; jurisprudence; Shar’i politics; imamate; fatwa judiciary; and ijtihad.
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Foundations of Ethical Education of the Muslim Preacher in Relation to
Contemporary Reality

Adnan Mustafa Khatatba *
Yarmouk University
(Received 15/09/2012; accepted for publication 02/10/2012.)

Abstract: The present research is concerned with the study of the foundations of the ethical education of preachers for contemporary
realities. It aims at showing the importance of ethical education of preachers, its tools and motives and its implications for Islamic Da’wah
(call to Islam). Adopting a deductive approach, the research has reached a number of conclusions, some of which are the following:
successful educational techniques enhance the ethical education of preachers; the development of the preacher’s ethical values is greatly
influenced by the type of companions, role models, supplication and observance of worship acts; the preacher’s ethical level is enhanced by
the desire to gain rewards from Allah and succeed at the Da’wah and social levels; and the conduct of the preacher reflects the unique
identity and features of the Muslim society and civilization. Among the most important recommendations of the research are the following:
there should be training courses on ethical values for preachers; and colleges of Shari’ah should provide a special track for the development
of preachers’ ethical behaviour.

Key words: ethical education; Islamic Da’wah (call); and contemporary reality.
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Deserting the Practice of the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice:
Causes and Remedies in the Light of the Qur’an and the Sunnah

Sultan Ibn-Saad Al-Saif *
King Saud University
(Received 26/11/2011; accepted for publication 07/01/2012.)

Abstract: This research paper is concerned with the study of the causes underlying the desertion of the practice of promoting virtue and
preventing vice and with their remedies in the light of the Qur’an and the Sunnah. It aims to enhance the practice and its impact on security at
large. It seeks to achieve its aim through identifying the most significant obstacles and doubts contributing to the spread of vice among
people in great numbers. The spread of vice can be attributed to ignorance, emulation of capricious elites and self-delusion. Having identified
and discussed the obstacles and doubts in the light of the standards of the Qur’an and the Sunnah, the paper attempts to analyze them
academically, supporting the analysis with evidences from Hadith and Qur’an specialists and from statements of credible imams. The paper
follows a deductive approach. The most important conclusions of the paper are as follows: the Prophet was evidently concerned with the
practice of promoting virtue and combating vice; the desertion of the practice has disastrous consequences and leads to the destruction of
communities; strong faith helps overcome the obstacles to the practice; and the ulama stress the basic requirement of the heart’s rejection of
abominable acts. The research recommends that the practice be strongly enhanced, and that related obstacles and doubts be studied at all

levels of educational curricula and courses in simple and comprehensible ways.

Key words: command; virtue; vice; desertion; causes; and remedy.
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written in Arabic).

e Regarding the documentation of foreign references, the Chicago Documentation Style is to be followed
(link: http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/DocChiNotes 1stRef book.html).

e Submitting the paper via the JIS website means that the researcher declares that the paper has not been
previously published, has not been submitted to any other journal, and will not be submitted to any
other journal until JIS’s related procedures are over.

e The JIS Editorial Panel reserves the right of initial examination of the research paper to decide whether
to proceed with refereeing or to reject it.

o Ifthe research paper is accepted for publication, a letter of acceptance will be sent to the researcher. If it
is not accepted, a letter of decline will be sent to the researcher.

e  Once the research paper is accepted for publication, all copyrights will be reserved to JIS. Accordingly,
the research paper must not be published elsewhere in any from without the written permission of JIS’s
editor-in-chief.

e  Correspondence with JIS for publication purposes means the researcher accepts the publication terms,
conditions and regulations of JIS. The Editorial Panel has the right of prioritizing research publication.

e The views expressed in the published articles are only the author's and do not necessarily reflect those
of JIS.

e Five free copies of the issue containing the published manuscript will be sent to the author.
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(1) Material for Publishing:

JIS provides researchers in the field of Islamic studies worldwide with the opportunity to have their
researches published. The researches have to be original and to fulfil the demands of academic ethics and
scientific methodology.

JIS also publishes (in Arabic and English) materials that have not been published before, such as original
research, academic reviews, research reports, book reviews and critiques, short academic contributions as well as
summaries of academic conferences, forums, and activities. The materials include announcements about related
forthcoming academic events, such as conferences, symposia, letters to the editor and comments and responses.
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(2) Research Paper Format Requirements:
e The research has to be written on A4 paper. The number of pages must not exceed 40, including English
and Arabic abstracts, and references.

e Basic information about the research has to be written in both Arabic and English, and it has to include
the following: research title; researcher’s full name; what he/she is and place of work; and how to
contact him/her.

e Arabic and English abstracts have to include the following: research topic, objectives and methodology;
the most important results; and the most important recommendations. Each abstract must not exceed
250 words, and it has to be very well written.

e The abstract is to be followed by a list of keywords (Arabic/English), which must not be more than six,
summarizing the research fields. The key words are used for indexing.

e Page margins on all sides (top, bottom, right, and left) are to be 3 cm. Lines must be single-spaced.

e Researches in Arabic must be typed in Traditional Arabic as follows: font 16 for text, non-bold for text,
but bold for titles; font 13, non-bold for footnotes and abstract; and font 10, non-bold for tables and
figures, but bold for table headings and comments.

e Researches in English must be typed in Times New Roman as follows: font 11, non-bold for text, but
bold for titles; font 9, non-bold for footnotes and abstract; and font 8, non-bold for tables and figures,
but bold for table headings and comments.

e  The research paper must fulfill the following requirements:

- (1) Start with an introduction presenting the research topic, problem, limitations, objectives,
methodology, procedures and plan.

- (2) Write a related literature review as well as the research’s contribution to the advancement of
knowledge.

- (3) Organize the research body into sections that are well connected to each other and consistent
with the research plan.

- (4) Each section is to be concerned with a specific idea, and all ideas must be interrelated to serve
the central idea of the paper.

- (5) The paper has to be well written academically and linguistically, with accurate documentation.

- (6) The paper is to end with a conclusion, summing up the most important findings and
recommendations.

e Footnote documentation must include the following in the given order: name of source; name of author;
and volume number/page number(s). Example: Lissan Al-Arab, Ibn-Manzir, (2/233).
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