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Fasting of the Day of Doubt as a Precautionary Measure for
Performance of the Fasting Ordinance

Ali F. Aldoghaiman
Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies,
College of Education, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The study deals with the different opinions in Islamic jurisprudence on the precaution for fast-
ing the first day of the month of Ramadan by fasting the thirtieth day of the month of Sha’ban. in the case
of not being able 1o see the crescent the night before for reasons of clouds or such like. This precautionary
fasting is debatable among Islamic Jurists as to its lawfulness, and its sufficiency for performance of the
ordinance if it coincided with the first of Ramadan.

There are five stands on this issue. First, to follwo the Imam. Second. to comply with the requirement
of the most common situation of the months’ wholeness or decrease, Third, ta follow the arithmetic of the
movement of the moon. Fourth. it is lawful to fast that day and the fasting suffices for performance of ordi-
nance 1f it coincided with Ramadan. But jurists who take this stand disagree among themselves on some
subdivision issues. Firth, that precaution is unlawful. But those who take this stand also differ on the suf-
ficiency and the degree of unlawfulness.

The study aimed 10 survey, discuss, and verify these stands. One of the main findings, outlined in the
conclusion. is that the precautionary fasting is unlawful, besides it does not acquit the conscience from per-
formance of the ordinance.
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The Extent to Which High School Curriculum Deals
with Environmental Education in Saudi Arabia

Mohammed A.M. Al-Daihan
Assistant Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruction,
College of Education, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The main objective of this study was to explore the views of high school supervisors and
teachers on how the high school curriculum deals with environmental education. A questionnaire was
administered to 301 teachers and 125 supervisors to collect relevant data. The major findings of the study
were as follows:

1. Environmental education was not given an appropnate place in the high school curriculum. The
same result was true for the three domains: the cognitive, the affective and the psychomotor.

2. Opinions of the sample were in agreement concerning the extent to which secondary school cur-
ricula dealt with environmental education regardless of their position, acadernic degree, quality (educa-
tional/non educational) and nationality. But their views differed according to their years of experience
concerning the cognitive domain only. They also differed with regard to the three domains according to
their academic specialization.

Recommendations:

1. To increase the range of environmental education in secondary school curncula.

2. Toconduct more studies regarding environmental education and its place in different curricula.
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The Attitudes of Faculty Members of the College of Education at
King Saud University towards Students’ Evaluation of
Instructional Activities

Abdulaziz M. Albawardi
Assistant Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruction,
College of Education, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The purpose of this study was to investigate the perceptions and attitudes of the faculty mem-
bers in the Collepe of Education, King Saud University, towards the students’ evaluation of instructional
activities. Primarily, the investigator attempted to determine if this group has positive or negative
attitudes, and the effects of some variables on these attitudes.

To achieve this purpose, a questionnaire was designed and administered to the total population of this
study which consisted of the faculty members in the College of Education. A total of {95) questionnaires
were returned and statistically analyzed. The percentages, mean weights and discrepancy indices were
computed for each item using ANOVA and t-Test Statistical packages.

Reparding the attitudes of the faculty members, the results revealed that most of the faculty members
have neutral attitudes toward the evaluation of the faculty members by their students. In regard to the
effects of the variables on the attitudes, the findings pointed out that age, teaching experience, administra-
tion experience do not have an influence on the attitude of faculty members toward the students’ evalua-
tion of the instructors. Only nationality, years of teaching, academic rank, source of degree certification,
experience in evaluaticn before getting the degree, and after graduation during teaching, were influential
factors, and showed some effect on the attitudes toward the evatuation of the faculty members by the stu-
dents.

In the light of these results, some recommendations are presented in the paper for using and imple-
menting the courses and instructer evaluation by the students. The most important recommendations are:

1. Information provided by the students should be kept confidential so that neither the instructor
nor the students would feel threatened by its use.

2. The results of students’ evaluations should be available to the intructors early enough in the next
semester so that instructional decisions may be made on the basis of the results.
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An Evaluative Study of Parent-Teacher Councils in
Male Public Intermediate Schools of al-Madinah al-Munawwarah

Ahmed Ali Ghonaim
Assistant Professor, Department of Planning and Educational Administration,
Faculty of Education, King Abdulaziz University,
al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The purpose of this study was to identify the positive and negative aspects of current parent-
teacher councils as perceived by principals, teachers, and parents and to set procedural recommendations
or reforms.

To achieve this goal, a questionnaire was developed and its validity was tested. Meanwhile, the sam-
ple of the study consisted of 76 principals and vice-principals, 149 teachers, and 116 parents of students
enrolled duning A.H. 1414. Collected data were analyzed by statistical procedures including computations
of frequency distributions, percentages, (ANOVA) a one-way analysis of variance, and the Scheffe test.

Major findings of the study were as folfows: In terms of participants’ viewpoints regarding the perfor-

_mance of the parent-teacher councils, 84 8% indicated that meetings were held in the evening: 55.7%
assured that they were held twice a year, their time was short, and their topics concentrated on student
achievement. Also 78.3% of the participants stated that they were held at the specified times; 77.7%
stated that they were informed ahead of time of meetings’ dates; and 81.8% of them said the announce-
ments were handed by students to their families. Among respondents, 74.55% clarified that they confer-
red with principals, vice-principals, teachers, and student counselors. Finally, 78.9% of the respondents
asserted that decisions were reached consultatively.

Results also showed that there were statistically significant differences at 0.05 level among opinions
of principals, teachers, and parents in favor of principals in regard to:

1- Treatment of parents.

2- Follow-up of councils’ decisions.

3-  The degree to which|councils objectives were met.

4- The contributions of councils to students and the community.

Finally, in the light of the previous findings the researchers cited some recommendations.
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The Relationship between Motivation and Achievement,

Attitude towards Tests, Self Concept and Psychological

Adjustment of a Sample of Intermediate and Secondary
School Students in Bahrain*

Mohamed Hassan Al-Mutawa’
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology,
College of Education, University of Bahrain,
Bahrain

Abstract. The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between motivation and achieve-
ment, attitude towards tests, self concept and psychological adjustment of a sample of imtermediate and
secondary students in Bahrain, and to find out the relationship between the dependent variables and the
sex, educational level, age, socioeconomic status, and birth order of students.

The study sample consisted of (107) students {50 males and 57 females) selected randomly from inter-
mediate and secondary schools. The investigator administered four instruments: Motivation to Achieve-
ment Questionnaire (MAQ), Attitude towards Tests Measure (ATM), Self Concept Checklist (SCC) and
Psychological Adjustment Questionnaire (PAQ). To test the major hypotheses, Pearson Moment Prod-
uct, t-test, and analysis of vanance at the 0.05 level of significance were used. The study revealed the fol-
lowing results:

1. There was a positive significant relationship between attitude towards tests and self concept
among the total sample of the study; also there was no relationship between concept and motivation
towards achievement among the total sample of the study.

2. There were no significant differences between the mean scores of students due to sex on the four
dependent variables: motivation to achievement, attitude towards tests, self concept and psychological
adjustment.

3. There were no significant differences between the mean scores of students due to education level
(intermediate, secondary) on the four dependent variables: motivation to achievement, attitude towards
tests, self concept and psychological adjustment.

4. There were significant differences between the mean scores of students due to age on motivation
to achievement and psychological adjustment.

5. There was a significant difference between the mean scores of students due to birth order on the
psychological adjustment.

6. There were no significant differences between the mean scores of students due to socioeconomic
status (SES} on the four dependent variables: motivation to achievement, attitude towards tests, self con-
cept and psychological adjustment.

*This study was supported by funds from Scientific Research Council of Bahrain University, fiscal year 1993-1994.
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The Educational Variables of Watching Television among
Syrian Children: A Survey on the Relationship between
Children and Television in Deraa

Ali Asad Watfah
Assistant Professor, Educarional Sociology.
College of Education. University of Damascus,
Damascus. Syria

Abstract. The following survey had taken place in Deraa (southiern Syria) during summer 1990 on a sam-
ple of about 225 of the 5th class preparatory school whose ages were between 1) and 12 years. The percen-
tage of females was 11.14% to 50 58.74% males.

This survey aimed 10 point out the relationship hetween television and children. and 11 wus centered
around four main problems: 1- The time of watching television. 2- Favorite programs. 3- Parents” under-
standing of educational aspect of 1elevision through peinting out children’s attitudes towards both televi-
sion and school.

Among the important results of this survey we may mention the following: 1- The children ghly
evaluated the importance of school as compared to television. 2- There was a big number of families who
did not care about the way their children watch television programs. especially those addressed to adults.
Besides, thev did not direct children to watch eductional or scientific programs. 3- As for the relationship
between the time of watching television and school. this survey points out the importance of the time of
watching. It revealed that children wasted on average 10 hours a week during school time. Moreover. the
period of watching is doubled during holidays (on average 21 hours). 4- There is no statistical difference
between the time of watching television according 1o sex variable. 5- Imported cartoons with violent
characteristics engaged the first place in children’s interests. and in children’s answers we noted the scar-
city of educational and scientific programs.

This survey ended by forming a number of intportant recommendations which emphasised the impor-
tance of protecting children against the influences of watching television. Programs for adults. and the
long time of watching television. as well as the necessity of controlling television watching through raang
the parents’ educational level regarding negative and positive aspects of television communicative action.
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Enrollment Motives in Teacher Training Colleges at Amman and Irbid

Nayfeh Qutami
Asststant Professor, Higher College for the Certification of Teachers.
Amman, ffashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Abstract. The abjective of the present study is to define the motives of the students enrolled in the Higher
College for the Certification of Teachers. and to know whether such motives differ according to the fol-
lowing variables: sex, prade point average, specialization in the college. and academic level of the popul-
tion of the study which consisted of all the students of the Higher College for the Certification of Teachers
in Amman and Irbid.

The independent variables of this study were sex. accumulative average. specialization and student
academic level. The dependent variable was presented by the degrees of the students” motives of enroll-
ment in the Higher College for the Certification of Teachers, in their four domains: the achievement
motive, the scientific motive, the behavioral motive, and the socio-economic motive.

The sample of the study was chosen randomly. It consisted of 485 male and temale students, disin-
buted according to their geographical areas (Amman and Irbid) and according te the study variables; sex.
study level. and specialization.

The motives of enroliment in the college were measured by a developed instrument constructed for
this purpose and it measured four scopes: achievement scope, scientific scope. behavioral scope. and
socjo-economic scope. The scale has validity and reliability.

In answering the questions of the study the arithmetic means of students’ performances were calcu-
lated by using a questionnaire developed for this purpose. The two-way analysis of variance of the degrees
of the four dimensions of the motives of enrollment in the Higher College for the Certification of Teachers
was applied. Also Schafee’s test for significances of differences was used.

The results showed a number of dual interactions. i.e.. sex and average. sex and specialization, wx
and study level, grade point average and specialization. grade point average and study level and specializa-

tion and study level.
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This pericdical is a publication of the University Libranes —
King Saud University. Its purpose is to provide an opportunity
tor scholars to publish their scholardy works based on
research. The Editorial Board, through Division Editorial
Boards, will consider manuscnpts from all fields of knawl-
adge. Manuscripts submitted in either Arabic or English. And,
if accepted for publication, may not be published elsewhere
without the express permission of the Editor-in-Chief.

The following is the manuscript type classification used by
the editonal board:

1). Article:

An account of an author's work in a particular field. it should
contribute new knowledge to the field in which the research
was conducted.

2) Revisw Article:

A critical synthesis of the current literature in a particular field,
or a synthesis of the literature in a particular field during an
explicit period of time.

J) Brief Article:
A short article (note) having the same characteristics as an
article.
4) Forum:
Letters to the Editor,
Comments and responses,
Preliminary results or findings. and
Miscellany.
5) Book Reviews
General Instructions
1. Submission of Manuscripts;

A typewritten original manuscript (one side only) using A4
size paper, double spaced, along with two copies is required.
Al pages, including tables and other illustrations, are to be
numbered consecutively. Tables, other illustrations, and refer-
encas should be presented on separate sheets with their
propar text position indicated.

2. Abstracts:

Manuscripts for articles, review articles, and brief articles
require that both Arabic and English abstracts, using not more
than 200 words in each version, be submitted with the manu-
script.

3. Tables and other illustrations:

Tabiles, figures, charts, graphs and plates should be plan-
ned to fit the Journal's page size (12.5 cm x 18 ¢m), Line
drawings are to be presented on high quality tracing paper
using black India ink. Copies are not parmitted for use as orig-
inals. Line quality is required to be uniform, distinct, and in
proportion to the illustration. Photographs may be submitted
on glossy print paper in either black and white, or color.

4. Abbreviations:

The names of periodicals should be abbreviated in accor-
dance with The World List of Scientific Periodicals where
appropriate, abbreviations rather than words are to be used,
e.g.,.cm, mm, m, km, cc, mi, g, mag, kg, min, %, Fig. elc.

5. References:

In general, reference citations in tha text are to be identified
sequentially. Under the “References” heading atthe end of the
manuscript all refarences are to be presented sequentially in
L MLA entry form.

® Guidelines for Authors @
The Journal of King Saud University

12. Subscription and Exchange:
Saud University, P.Q.Box 22480, Riyadh 11495, Saudi Arabia.

a) Penodical citations in the text are to be enctosed in on-ling

brackets, e.q., [ 7 |- Periodical references are to be presented

in the following form: reference number (in on-line brackets

[ 1). author's surname followed by a given name and/or ini-

tials, the title of the article {in quotation marks), title of the

periodical {underlined), volume, number, year of publication

(in parenthesis), and pages.

Example:

7] Hicks, Granville. “Literary Honizons: Gestations of a Bain
Child.” Saturday Review, 45, No. 62 (1962}, 2-23.

Book citations in the text are to be enclosed in on-line brac-

kets including the page (), e.9., [B, p. 16]. Bock references

are to include the following: reference number (in on-line

brackets [ ]), author's sumame followed by a given name

and/or inftials, title of the book (underlined), place of publi-

cation, publisher, and year of publication.

Example:

[8] Daiches, David. Critical Approaches to Literature.
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1956,

Whan a citation in the text is used to refer to a previously cited

b

—

reference, use the same reference number and include the
appropriate page number(s) in on-line brackets.

It is not permissitle to use any Latin terms as: op. cit., loc. cit.,

ibid., in the style described above.
6. Content Nota:

A content note is a note from the author to the reader provid-

ing clarifying infarmation.

A content note is indicated in the text by using a half-space

superscript number {e.g., ... books? are ...). Content notes are 1o
be sequentially numbered throughout the text. Areference may
be cited in a content note by use of a reference number {in on-
line brackets [ ]) in the same way thay are to be used in the
text. If a reference citation in the text follows a content note cita-
tion, and if the said content note has a reference citation con-
tainad within it, then the text reference citation number used in
the text follows the reference number used in the content note.

Content notes are to be presented on separate sheets. They

will be printed below a solid line which separates the content
notes from the text, Use the same half-space superscript
number assigned the content note(s) in the text to precede the
content note itself.

7. The manuscripts and Forym items submitted to the Journal
for publication contain the author's conclusions and opinions
and, it published, do not constitute a conclusion or opinion of
the Editorial Board.

8. Reprints:

Authors will be provided fifty (50) reprints without charge.

9. Comrespondence:

Address correspondence 10: appropriate Division Editor as

follows:

The Journal of King Saud University
(Educational Sciances)

P. Q. Box 2458, Riyadh 11451
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

10. Frequency: Biannual.
11. Price perissue: SR 10.

$ 5 (including postage)
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