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Introduction
This is a basic self-study course of Islam. Islam, the last of the
messages of Allah, the Creator, to mankind, is a universal guidance to the
human race everywhere, up to the end of time. Islamic teachings are
embodied in the Holy Qur'an, the Word of Allah, revealed to the Seal of
Messengers, Muhammad (peace be upon him). The Prophet's teachings
and life are considered to be a detailed interpretation and a human model
for the message.
This book features a comprehensive outline of the knowledge essential
for every Muslim. The outlines are essentially translated summaries of
twelve Arabic textbooks. They cover a broad spectrum of Islamic
knowledge, grouped in seven units:
1. Sources: The Holy Qur'an, Hadith (Prophet' s tradition), and
Science of sources
2. Faith: Principles of faith (Tawhid) and Comparative religion
3. Worship: Purification, Prayer, Zakah (Alms), Fasting, and Hajj
(Pilgrimage)
4. Conduct: Morals and Manners
5. Family: Marriage and Inheritance
6. Economy: Wealth, Trade and Business
7. The Nation: The State, Penalties, and Jihad
Each study unit includes exercises for self - evaluation. Those who
wish to pursue a more advanced~ as well as challenging, study of Islam
are urged to study the Arabic language. This will pave their way to
comprehend not only the magnificence of the Qur' an and the meanings of
Hadith, but also to be able to use the wealth of the published Arabic
Islamic literature.

Unit 1

Sources
1-1 Science of Qur'an
•

The Qur' an is the rational inimitable miracle proving the truth of
the Prophet's message. Thus, it is an eternal miracle, unlike the
previous prophets' material miracles whose evidences were
restricted to their contemporaries only.

•

The inimitability of the Qur'an is:
a) elocutionary
b) scientific
c) Iegislati ve

The elocutionary inimitability
•

The Arabs throughout time were unable to produce an equivalent to
the Qur' an although:
a) The Qur' an challenged them to do so.
b) The early unbelievers and those oflater generations had the
motive for doing so.
c) Nothing prevented them from doing so, as they were known for
their excellence in elocution and linguistics~ and the Qur' an
was written in their wording language, and styles.

•

•

The eiocutionary inimitability is exempli.fied in:
a) The perfection of the Qur'anic text and its being beyond any
criticism.
b) Its distinctiveness from any other form of human elocution
whether poetry or prose.
c) The great difference between the characteristics of the Qur'anic
wording and that of the Prophet's Hadith.
Among the manifestations of the elocutionary inimitabillty arc:
a) The eloquent cohesive diction.
b) The uniqueness in style, as seen in the harmony of words and
meamngs.

....-~~~ ~"- Teach Yourself Islam

"'[~~~,

c) The rich variability of meaning, wording, and style according to
each subject.
d) For instance, the elocutionary variability of the Qur'anic
narratives.
e) The rhetoric in referring to reality, similitude, or allegory.
f) The rhetoric in elaboration or briefing.
g) The musical inimitability in composition and rhythm.
h) The rhetoric of the Qur' anic style in argument and evidence,
which suits all levels of perception and intellect. 1
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Elocutionary inimitability:

Allah says:

<~~~ ~ wl ~~ ~.;J (.).. ~~ ~ i~J~~ ~tJ;i:. ~ /;._.
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This means: 0r they say, "He (Prophet Muhammad SAW) forged it (the
Qur'an) ... Say: "Bring you then ten forged Surah (chapters) like unto it, and
call whomsoever you can, other than Allah (to your help), if you speak the
truth!"" (11, Hud: 13)
Allah says:

(1"" =~~) ( w:!~~ ~

wl ~~ ~.;J (.).. ~~ ~ i~j1:., ~ ~j~ i~l.i ~ ~lfol 0)~ ~i)
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This means: 0r do they say: "He (Muhammad SAW) has forged it?" Say:
"Bring then a Surah (chapter) like unto it, and call upon whomsoever you
can, besides Allah, if you are truthful!"" (10, Yunus: 38)
Allah says:

~ 01 ~~ ~.;J 0.- ~~~~ i~j,:_, ~ 0.- ~~ i~l.i u~ ~ l;j) c..:. ~J ~ ~ wJ j)
(Y'I" :o..AJI) (~~~
This means: "And if you (Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians) are in doubt
concerning that which We have sent down (i.e. the Qur'an) to Our slave
(Muhammad (peace be upon him) then produce a Surah (Chapter) of the
like thereof and call your witnesses (supporters and helpers) besides
Allah, if you are truthful." (2, AI-Baqarah: 23)
Allah says:
( ,· .•• t:.
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This means: "If the mankind and the jinns were together to produce the
like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they
helped one another." (17, Al-lsra·: 88)
Allah says:
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Scientific perfection
•

This is displayed in statements referring to concepts and facts of
science and history, having been unknown or not understood until
centuries after the Qur' an was sent down.

•

The scientific proof of the Qur'anic miracle is manifested in its
indications of:
a) The main notions of modern science such as scientific laws, life
cycles, the creatures being in pairs.
b) The nature of the cosmos: its limitlessness, evolution,
continuous extension, space travel and its hardships, time
relativity, and the nature of the sun and the moon.
c) The earth being a globe and its rotation, the role of mountains in
stabilizing it, the earth's atmosphere, the cloud-rain cycle,
water resources, the existence of gems in rivers and seas, and
the nature of the agricultural soil.
d) Animals and the role of water in their lives.
e) Embryology, the benefits ofhoney, breastfeeding and hygiene,
and prohibiting alcohol and harmful meats.
f) Historical facts like the pharaohs' mummification, interpolation
of the good tidings of the Prophet Muhammad in the Torah
and the Gospels, and the guidance to study natural history.
g) The prophecy of preserving the Holy Qur' an until the end of the
world and the failure of human attempts to imitate it due to its
uniqueness and perfection. 2

p· t
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This means: "Let them then produce a recital/ike unto it (the Qur'an) if
they are truthful." (52, At-Tur: 34)
Allah says:
(A Y

=~~1) (I~ ~~I~ i_,~JJ ~I

.;;.

~ ~ 0Ls :,3:_, 01jj1 ~_,';,~ ~i)

This means: "Do they not then consider the Qur'an carefully? Had it been
from other than Allah, they would surely have found therein much
contradictions." (4, An-Nisa': 82)

~~F~
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Scientific perfection:

Fundamentals:
The laws of science:
Allah says:

(t"'

:y>A!l)

(;~ ~will. ~~ J;; U))

This means: "Surely We created everything by a determined estimate."
(54, AI-Qamar: 49)
Allah says:

(o :~)1) (w~ ~1_, ~I)
This means: "The sun and the moon run on their fixed courses (exactly)
calculated with measured out stages for each (for reckoning, etc.)"
(55, Ar-Rahman: 5)
Allah says:
(V :~)1) (~l~l ~.JJ ~_; ~t:..:...JIJ)

This means: "And the heaven He has raised high, and He has set up the
Balance." (55, Ar-Rahman: 7)
Life cycles:
Allah says:

(tv =ul~ Ji)( ~~A ~Wo:i ~ Jjj:., ~~ ~ -.::;n ~~" ~~ ~ ~~ t _jjJ)
This means: "You bring the living out of the dead, and You bring the dead
out of the living. And You give wealth and sustenance to whom You will,
without limit (measure or account)." (3, AI-'lmran: 27)
Creatures are all in pairs:
Allah says:
( t '\

: -=..l:!)~l) (,:ufij,:j ~ ~JJ uili. ~~ JS ~J)

This means: "And of everything We have created pairs, that you may
remember (the Grace of Allah)" (51, Adh-Dhariyat: 49)
Allah says:

(T' :~)1) (~I ~jj

!.# ~ .:..1~1 JS 0->J)

This means: "And of every kind of fruits He made Zawjayn lthnayn (two in
pairs)." (13, Ar-Ra'd: 3)
The nature of the universe:
The universe is endless:
Allah says:

(T' :~_;~1) (~ ~i ~ ;~1Ji.. ulS r~ ~

9i Cj)IJ ~~I t~ )

This means: "The angels and the Ruh [Jibrael (Gabriel)] ascend to Him in a
Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years." (70, Al-Ma ·arij: 4)

>C:~~
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Living creatures of the universe:
Allah says:
.

..

..

..
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This means: "And among His Ayat (proofs, evidences, lessons, signs, etc.)
is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and whatever moving (living)
creatures He has dispersed in them both. And He is All-Potent over their
assembling (i.e. resurrecting them on the Day of Resurrection after their
death, and dispersion of their bodies) whenever He will." (42, Ash-Shura:
29)
The development of the universe:
Allah says:

(,.. :F-~~1) (~t-;i~ii

Li:i:; ~,s ~'.;~lj ~ljt:.:..ll 6i l..,jiS ().j~l ~ ~..,l)

11

This means: Have not those who disbelieve known that the heavens and
the earth were joined together as one united piece, then We parted them?"
(21, AI-Anbiya': 30)
Allah says:

('' :~) (~t1 ~i linj ~JS

j\ ~~ ~~ ~~J lf.l J~ ~li.J ~:,~WI )) 1.5~1 ~)

This means: "Then He lstawa (rose over) towards the heaven when it was
smoke (mixture of gas and solid particles) and said to it and to the earth:
..Come both of you willingly or unwillingly... They both said: ..We come,
willingly... , (41, Fussilat: 11)
Space travel:
Allah says:
•.

•
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This means: "0 assembly of jinns and men! If you have power to pass
beyond the zones of the heavens and the earth, then pass (them)! But you
will never be able to pass them, except with authority (from Allah)/"
(55, Ar-Rahman: 33)
Allah says:
(,. 0

:~)1) (~1J:,.,1;1 ~ U.,~j -~~ ~ ~~;:. ~ J...~)

This means: "There will be sent against you both, smokeless flames of fire
and (molten) brass, and you will not be able to defend yourselves."
(55, Ar-Rahman: 35)
Allah says:

(" :~1) ('i~~t.:, ~~~ t:..~ >.~. aG~) ~t:.:..11 G:....:.J Gi..,)
This means: "And we have sought to reach the heaven; but found it filled
with stern guards and flaming fires." (72, AI-Jinn: 8)
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Allah says:
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This means: 11And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his breast to
Islam, and whomsoever He wills to send astray, He makes his breast
closed and constricted, as if he is climbing up to the sky. Thus Allah puts
the wrath on those who believe not." (6, AI-An'am: 125)
Allah says:
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This means: 11And even if We opened to them a gate from the heaven and
they were to continue ascending thereto. They would surely say: ..Our
eyes have been (as if) dazzled. Nay, we are a people bewitched. .., (15, AIHijr: 14- 15)
Relativity of time:
Allah says:

(tv =~1) (jJ~ r.:. ~ ~ts ~:; ~ ~:,;, ~r, ;$.:, ~~ ; •Jii uJj ~~~ ~~:.,)
This means: (lAnd they ask you to hasten on the torment! And Allah fails
not His Promise. And verily, a day with your Lord is as a thousand years of
what you reckon." (22, AI-Hajj: 47)
The nature of the sun and the moon:
Allah says:

(', :c~) (4-IJ.... ~I ~j lj; ~ ~ ~j)
This means: "And has made the moon a light therein, and made the sun a
lamp?" (71, Nuh: 16)
The earth:
The nature and movement of the earth:
Allah says:

(o

:yajll) (&lJI

~)~I ~~'.J ;J~I ~ ~~ ~~)

This means: uHe rolls the night over the daytime and He rolls the daytime
over the night." (39, Az- Zumar: 5)
The mountains stabilize the earth:
Allah says:
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This means: 11And He has affixed into the earth mountains standing firm,
lest it should shake with you, and rivers and roads, that you may guide
yourselves." (16, An-Nahl: 15)

________________________________u_n_i_t_l_:_s_o_u_rc_e_s__ ~~~
~,.-· "'4-IJV
Animal life:
Allah says:

('~". :f\.::u)tl) (~· ~~ JS fw1 ~ ~:.,)
This means: "And We have made from water every living thing."
(21, AI·Anbiya ': 30)
Medical science:
Embryology:
Allah says:
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This means: "Thereafter We made him (the offspring of Adam) as a Nutfah
(mixed drops of the male and female sexual discharge) (and lodged it) in a
safe lodging (womb of the woman). Then We made the Nutfah into a clot (a
piece of thick coagulated blood), then We made the clot into a little lump of
flesh, then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones, then We clothed
the bones with flesh, and then We brought it forth as another creation. So
blessed be Allah, the Best of creators." (23, AI-Mu'minun: 13- 14)
Honey:
Allah says:

('1 Cl, :~1) (~~ f~ ~ :WI~i ~ ;!~i'. ~~~ ~~ ~ ~~)
This means: "There comes forth from their ( the bees) bellies, a drink of
varying color wherein is healing for men. " (16, An-Nahl: 69)
Breastfeeding:
Allah says:

(T Y'Y' :~.;i.:JI) (~LS ~~ ~j·(,i ~:J: ~IJJI.,il.;)

This means: "The mothers shall give suck to their children for two whole
years." (2, AI-Baqarah: 233)
Historical facts:
Pharaoh of Exodus:
Allah says:

wG:iGI
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This means: "So this day We shall deliver your (dead) body (out from the
sea) that you may be a sign to those who come after you/ And verily, many
among mankind are heedless of Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,
lessons, signs, revelations, etc.)" (10, Yunus: 92)
Corrupting the Tawrah and lniil: (see the proofs at 2-2)
Natural history:
Allah says:
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Legislative inimitability
•

Qur'anic legislation is inimitable as it differs from any human
legislation: it is comprehensive, integrative, and pursues a middle
course. It begins with liberating the Muslim's mind from signs of
polytheistic misconceptions and illusions by relating it to his
Creator all along his life span; directing the Muslim's behavior to
seek Allah's satisfaction in the Hereafter. It trains him to be pious
and control his caprices; and it builds a society based on solidarity
and unity, protecting it from the incitement of Satan by deterring
punishments.
• Among the names of the Holy Qur'an are: the Book, the
Remembrance, the Criterion. It is described as: light, evidence,
guidance, healing, mercy, admonition, bearer of good tidings,
warner, and blessed.

e>

This means: "Say: Travel in the land and see how (Allah) originated
creation." (29, AI-'Ankabut: 20)
The prophecies:
Preserving the Holy Qur'an:
Allah says:

(' :~1) ((j~w 4..! ulJ ;Sl!1 6) ~ ~1)
This means: "Surely We, ever We, have been sending down the
Remembrance and surely We are indeed Preservers of it." (15, AI-Hijr: 9)
There is no similar book to Qur'an: (see the proofs at: the first part of
elocutionary inimitability)
lnimitability of the Qur'an being manifest:
Allah says:
>! '
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This means: "We will show them Our Signs in the universe, and in their
ownselves, until it becomes manifest to them that this {the Qur'an) is the
truth. Is it not sufficient in regard to your Lord that He is a Witness over all
things?" (41, Fussilat: 53)
3

The names of the Qur'an:

Allah says:
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This means: "Aiif-Lam-Mim. (These letters are one of the miracles of the
Qur'an and none but Allah (Alone) knows their meanings.). This is the
Book (the Qur'an), whereof there is no doubt, a guidance to those who are
A/-Muttaqun (the pious and righteous persons who fear Allah much)." (2,
AI-Baqarah: 1- 2)
Allah says:

(a. = ~l) ( 0~w :U UJ3 :;S~1 \ijji ~ l.!)
This means: "Surely We, ever We, have been sending down the
Remembrance and surely We are indeed Preservers of it." (15, AI-Hijr: 9)
Allah says:

This means: "Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion (of right and
wrong, i.e. this Qur'an) to His slave (Muhammad SAW) that he may be a
warner to the 'Aiamin (mankind andjinns)." (25, AI-Furqan: 1)
The attributes of the Qur'an:
Allah says:

This means: "Verily, there has come to you a convincing proof (Prophet
Muhammad SAW) from your Lord, and We sent down to you a manifest
light {this Qur'an)." (4, An-Nisa': 174)
Allah says:
•
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This means: "0 mankind! There has come to you an admonition from your
Lord (i.e. the Qur'an, ordering all that is good and forbidding all that is
evil), and a healing for that {disease of ignorance, doubt, hypocrisy and
differences, etc.) in your breasts, -a guidance and a mercy (explaining
lawful and unlawful things, etc.) for the believers." (10, Yunus: 57)
Allah says :

(''a. :o.;A;Jl) (~l y~\ ~ jt...; ~3 ~~-~J ~~ ~ .!llil....) G))
This means: "Verily, We have sent you (0 Muhammad (peace be upon
him)) with the truth (Islam), a bringer of glad tidings (for those who believe
in what you brought, that they will enter Paradise) and a warner (for those
who disbelieve in what you brought, they will enter the Hell-fire). And you
will not be asked about the dwellers of the blazing Fire. "
(2, AI-Baqarah: 119)
Allah says :

• The Qur' an was sent down at intervals over twenty-three years with
the wisdom of: matching with events and gradual legislation,
facilitating its recitation and understanding, making firm the
M essenger's heart and making Muslims patient in enduring torture
and hardships, and displaying the challenge and inimitability in its
4
integration and coherence despite being sent down in parts.
• The ways of revelation:
a) Through Gabriel, who brought it to the Prophet (peace be upon
him) appearing in a human form , or with the sound of a
ringing bell (i.e. similar to).
b) Without mediator like a true vision while sleeping. 5
• The Surahs of the Qur'an were either sent down in Mecca (before
Hijrah) or in M edina (after Hijrah), with the exception of a few

This means: 11(This is) a Book (the Qur'an) which We have sent down to
you, full of blessings that they may ponder over its Verses, and that men
of understanding may remember." (38, Sad: 29)
4
The wisdom of revealing the Qur'an at intervals:
Allah says:
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This means: 11And those who disbelieve say: "Why is not the Qur'an
revealed to him all at once?" Thus (it is sent down in parts), that We may
strengthen your heart thereby. And We have revealed it to you gradually,
in stages. (It was revealed to the Prophet SAW in 23 years.)"
(25, AI-Furqan: 32)
The ways of revelation:
Allah says:

~ ~l ~Wy L.. ~·j~ <r~ ~_,;._.j ~~) ~~ ~ljj 0:- :,i ~:., 'J!

:ill1

~ ui ~ uts L..J)

(0'

:._s..;_,.!.ll) (~

This means: ~~It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak to
him unless (it be) by Inspiration, or from behind a veil, or (that) He sends a
Messenger to reveal what He wills by His Leave. Verily, He is Most High,
Most Wise." (42, Ash-Shura: 51)
* AI-Harith Ibn Hisham narrated that he asked Allah's Prophet (peace be upon
him), '0 Allah's Prophet! How is the Divine Inspiration revealed to you?' Allah's
Prophet (peace be upon him) replied , 'Sometimes it is (revealed) like the
ringing of a bell, this form of Inspiration is the hardest of all and then this
state passes off after I have grasped what is inspired. Sometimes, the
angel comes in the form of a man and talks to me and I grasp what he
says."' (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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cases of verses sent down in Medina as a part of Meccan Surahs, or
vtce versa.
The Meccan Surahs are characterized, concerning content, by the
following: matters of faith and the Hereafter, the stories of prophets,
and arguing the polytheists to disclose their error and misguidance.
Concerning expressions, they are characterized by the following:
short clauses and strong brief words, statements such as ' 0 you
mankind', 'Nay' (not at all), and verses of prostration.
The Surahs of Medina are characterized, concerning content, by the
following: laws of worship and dealings, arguing with the people of
the Book, and disclosing the behavior of the hypocrites. Concen1ing
expressions, they are characterized by: long clauses, and statements:
'0 you who believe'.
The importance of knowing whether the Surahs were sent down in
Mecca or Medina is to: differentiate between what is repealing and
what has been repealed, know the Prophet's biography, study the
history and gradual coding of legislations, and understand the
meanings of the Qur'an and appreciate its various styles.
Some verses have been sent down either: on a certain event or in
response to a question raised by the Prophet (peace be upon him) or
the believers.
Benefits derived from knowing the reasons behind revelation are:
understanding and interpreting the verses and knowing the wisdom
behind revelation. 6
Stages of collecting the Qur'an:
a) Verses were in the heart of the Prophet who recited and taught
them to the Companions as soon as they were revealed.
b) Under the command of the Prophet, once the revelation was
sent down, it was written and read in front of him.
c) After the martyrdom of many of those who 1ean1t the Qur'an by
heart in the apostasy war, Abu Bakr, with the consultation of

The reasons behind revealing the verses:

Allah says :

This means: 11With clear signs and Books (We sent the Messengers). And
We have also sent down unto you (0 Muhammad SAW) the reminder and
the advice (the Qur'an), that you may explain clearly to men what is sent
down to them, and that they may give thought." (16, An-Nahl: 44)
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•

•
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•

'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, commanded the collection of all
written and oral Qur'anic texts, including the seven Arabic
readings (as admitted by the Prophet).
d) Abu Bakr's copy of the Qur'an was transferred to 'Umar then
to Hafsah, 'Umar's daughter. With the advent of 'Uthman Ibn
'Affan, he kept Hafsah's copy of the Qur'an confining its
reciting to one reading; that of the Quraysh tribe, and burned
all the other copies, thereby uprooting all tendencies of
dispute among Muslims.
Exegesis is to learn how to utter the Qur'anic words, understand
their meanings in the context of the verse structure, explain the
meanings of the verses, and deduce the rulings and wisdom behind
them. As for "figurative interpretation", it is the scholar's opinion
through deduc6on from similar words and verses.
Methods of exegesis are: explaining the Qur'an with the Qur'an,
explaining the Qur' an with Hadith, and explaining according to the
opinion of those who have mastered linguistics, the sciences of the
Qur'an, the fundamentals ofFiqh (religious understanding), and the
methods of the previous interpreters.
Among the scholars of exegesis via Hadith are: At-Tabari, Ibn
Kathir, and As-Siyuti. The most well-known scholars of exegesis by
opinion are: Ar-Razi, Al-Baydawi, As-Siyuti (in Al-Jalalain), AzZamakhshari, Al-Qurtubi, Al-Alusi, An-Nasafi, Al-Khazin, and
Ash-Shawkani.
Some of the well-known modern books of exegesis are those by: the
Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs, Cairo, Muhammad Rashid
Rida~ Sayyid Qutb, Abui-A 'Ia Al-Mawdudi and 'A'ishah ' AbdurRahman.
The text of the Qur'an can never be translated into another
language, i.e., to be used in worship or to deduce rulings therefrom.
However, the meanings of the Qur'an can be translated according to
the translator's command of understanding and conveying the
mean mg.

• The Qur'anic verses are: Al-Muhkam, i.e., clear verses that are
needless of interpretation and are not subject to repeal and AlMutashabih, i.e. consimilar verses that may be interpreted as having
more than one meaning and need to be explained.

(~
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• Kinds of consimilar verses are:
a) Those which any scholar can explain through other clear verses.
b) Those which are known only to a few scholars.
c) Those that are vague to everyone until now. 7
• The graduation in legislation in the time of the Prophet called for
the repealing of certain rulings by others.
• The types of repealing8 are: the repealing of recitation and ruling
together, the repealing of recitation only, and the repealing of the
ruling only. The forms of repealing are: the repealing of the Qur'an
by the Qur'an, the repealing of a Sunnah by the Qur'an, the
repealing of a Sunnah, or a Prophet's deed with a stronger one, and
the repealing of the Qur'an with a Mutawatir (successive) Sunnah
(see 1-2), which is permitted by some scholars and prevented by
others.
7

Clear and consimilar verses:

Allah says:
(V

: r:;l~ Jl) (~~~>;,·. ~~J ~~I ~~ ~ ~~ ~yi ~~~I ~ J)ji ~jjl ~)

This means: "It is He Who has sent down to you (Muhammad SA Lt\1 the
Book (this Qur'an). In it are Verses that are entirely clear, they are the
foundations of the Book [and those are the Verses of AI-Ahkam
(commandments, etc.), AI-Faraid (obligatory duties) and AI-Hudud (legal
laws for the punishment of thieves, adulterers, etc.)]; and others not
entirely clear." (3, AI-'lmran: 7)
8
Repealing:
Allah says:
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This means: "Whatever a Verse (revelation) do We abrogate or cause to be
forgotten, We bring a better one or similar to it. Know you not that Allah is
able to do all things?" (2, AI-Baqarah:106)
--

•·

'

1

,

J

-

•

•

Allah says:
(1"\
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This means: "Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills).
And with Him is the Mother of the Book (AI-Lawh AI-Mahfuz)."
(13, Ar-Ra ' d: 39)
Allah says:

(' •'

:~\) (J~ ~ ~i ;W1:_, ~~ u~ ~~ W~ I~)J)

This means: " And when We change a Verse [of the Qur'an, i.e. cancel
(abrogate) its order] in place of another, and Allah knows the best of what
He sends down." (16, An-Nahl: 101)
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(see 1-2), which is permitted by some scholars and prevented by
others.

1-2 The science of Hadith
• The purpose ofthe science ofHadith is the documentation of the
Sunnah (The Prophet's deeds and traditions) according to the narration
and content, and judging the validity of the Hadiths.
• In absolute terms, Hadith refers to all that pertains to the Prophet's
sayings, doings, tacit approval of a practice, or a description of the
Prophet presented by one of the Companions. It is also known as a
traceable Hadith.
• Al-Qudsi Hadith is that in which Allah speaks through the Prophet
who expressed the meaning with his own words.
• Arrested (Mawquf) Hadith is that which is ascribed to the
companions, not to the Prophet.
• A discontinuous Hadith is one whose chain of transmission ends
with a successor, rather than a Companion or the Prophet.

The chain of Hadith narration:
• The method of chaining Hadith narration: 9 hearsay from a Hadith
narrator, reading or showing (for approval) to the narrator, the
narrator's permission to assign another to narrate on his behalf, the
narrator's reference to the original of his writing, and the narrator's
assignment of another to write a copy of his writing.
• The Hadith is divided, according to its number of channels, into:
Mutawatir and Ahad.
• Mutawatir Hadiths are those related by whole groups of trustworthy
individuals (may be five, ten, or more) from whole groups, in
multiple generations of transmission, leading back to the Prophet
himself, such that the sheer number of separate channels, at each

9 The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said :

"He who deliberately lies on me his abode will be in the Hell."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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generation of transmission is too many to be possible for all to have
conspired to fabricate the Hadith.
• Ahad Hadith: it is that Hadith in which the conditions of the
Mutawatir Hadith are not satisfied in one or more generations of
transmission:
a) A Well-known Hadith is one whose channels of transmission
came through only three people up to five at any point in its
history.
b) A Rare Hadith ('Aziz) is one transmitted through just two for
each generation of its transmission.
c) A Singular Hadith (Gharib) is one transmitted through just one
individual at any stage in the history of its transmission.
• A Hadith is also termed Well-known if it is well-known in the
concerned circles, regardless of the terminological definition. A
Well-known Hadith, in that sense, is not necessarily an authentic
one.

Identification of narrators:
• The science ofHadith criticizes the narrators according to:
documentation: their names, surnames, nicknames, dates,
generation, and Shaykhs, besides evaluation: judging the accuracy
according to positive and negative factors.
• The generations of narrators: These are groups of contemporary
narrators who were similar in age and in their quoting of Shaykhs.
They are divided into twelve generations, starting with the
Companions, then the early successors to the six Imams of Hadith
classification.
• Knowing the generations of narrators is important in differentiating
the narrators having similar names, and in discovering breaks in the
chain of transmission.
• Knowing the homeland of the narrators is important to investigate if
the narrator met with the one from whom he transmitted the Hadith.
Also their identities are thus verified.
• Knowing the dates of birth and death of the narrators is important to
make sure the continuity of the chain of narration and to uncover
any fabrication.
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• Knowing and comparing the names, surnames, and nicknames helps
in making sure of the narrator's identity, avoiding ambiguity, and
disclosing deception.

Reliability ratings (positive and negative personal
factors):
• The reliability of a narrator is realized if he meets two conditions :
a) Moral integrity: being a Muslim, mature, and sane, and being
free from vice and all that is dishonorable.
b) Exactitude: to directly hear from the narrator, to completely
understand the meaning, and to learn it by heart till the time he
transmitted it to another, also, he should be known for his
strong ability to learn by heart and possess good scrutiny.
•
According to these criteria, narrators are ascribed different
reliability or unreliability ratings.

Levels of Hadith acceptance
•

•

•

•

•

The rigorously authenticated Hadith: It is characterized by five
conditions: uninterrupteo chain of transmission, moral integrity of
narrators, the exactitude of the narrators, being devoid of
irregularity, i.e., not to be against a more reliable one, and being
without any defect. These are the conditions of the rigorously
authenticated Hadith .
The rigorously authenticated Hadith of another: It is a wellauthenticated Hadith narrated by many methods which strengthen
each other.
The well-authenticated Hadith of itself: It has an uninterrupted
chain of transmission. Its narrators have moral integrity, but their
exactitude is lesser than that of rigorously authenticated Hadith.
The well-authenticated Hadith of another: This is basically a weak
Hadith, but nanated by multiple methods which support each other.
However there must be no doubt of lying or viciousness of the
narrators.
At-Tirmidhi differs from the other scholars of Hadith in the
definition of the well-authenticated Hadith and the "well and
rigorously authenticated" Hadith.
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•

The weak Hadith is that which lacks one of the conditions set for
the rigorously or well-authenticated Hadith. Its weakness and
degree of unreliability vary according to the extent or the degree it
lacks such conditions.

•

A Haditb is not accepted because of:

A- Loss in the chain of the Hadith transmission
1- Incompletely transmitted Hadith (Mursal): It does not state, in the

2-

34-

5-

end of its chain of transmission, the Companion who related it
directly to the Prophet.
Suspended Hadith (Mu'allq): From the beginning of its chain of
transmission one or more, of the narrators, are successively not
stated. (Some of the suspended Hadiths of Al-Bukhari and Muslim
are exceptionally accepted.).
Problematic Hadith (Mu' dil): Two successive narrators or more are
m1ssmg.
Broken-Chain Hadith (Munqati'): This is one in which a narrator is
missing in (one point or more of) the chain of transmission, or in
which an unknown narrator is mentioned, but it is neither
incompletely transmitted, suspended, nor problematic.
Interpolated Hadith (Mudallas): The chain includes a latent missing
which was deliberately contrived by the narrator to conceal a
weakness or disruption in the chain of narrators, so as to improve its
presentation. Among its types is the latent incompletely transmitted
Hadith in which the narrator quotes some of his contemporaries
although it has been proved that they never met nor heard from each
other.

B- Impeaching the exactitude of the narrator
1- Defective Hadith (Mu'allal): This is one that embodies a defect

causing its in·validation.
2- Incorporated Hadith (Mudraj): This is one in which the narrator
incorporated his own words into the content, or false narrators into
the chain of transmission.
3- Denied Hadith (Munkar): This is a Hadith that contradicts the
narration of a more trustworthy narrator.
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4- Irregular Hadith (Shadh): This is one that was narrated by a trusted
narrator, but differs from that of a more acceptable narrator, having
better exactitude or greater number of narrations.
5- Inverted Hadith (Maqlub): This is a Hadith which one of its
narrators has rearranged the text or the chain of transmission.
6- Disordered Hadith (Mudtarib): A Hadith narrated in contradictory
ways, while none is preferred over the other due to their equal
strength.
7- Misread or corrupted Hadith (Musahhaf, or Muharraf): This is one
in which a word or more are changed in the content or in the chain
. of transmission, due to a change in the place of dots over (Arabic)
letters or of the letter form.
8- Confused Hadith (Mukhtalit): This is one whose narrator is
mistaken because of senility, impaired vision, or loss of references.

C- Impeaching the moral integrity of the narrator
1- Disregarded Hadith (Matruk): This is one in which nanator is
accused of lying, the Hadith is known only through him, and is
against the general rules.
2- Forged Hadith (Mawdu '):This is one invented and falsely
attributed to the Prophet. There are many motives behind forgery
undertaken by enemies of Islam, political powers, factions, and
others, but the scholars ofHadith managed to devise criteria to
identify and refute forged Hadiths.

Hadith classifications
1- Collections according to chains of transmission (Musnad): The
Hadiths of each Companion were collected separately, whether they
were rigorously authenticated, well-authenticated, or weak. The
most famous of such collections are of: Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi,
Imam Ahmad, Al-Bazzar, Abu Ya'la, and Al-Hamidi.
2- Lexical collections (Majami'): These Hadiths were collected
according to the names of Companions, the author's Shaykhs, or
countries, and then classified in alphabetical order. The most
famous of such collections are of At-Tabarani: Al-Kabir
(Companions' lines), Al-Awsat and As-Saghir (Shaykhs' names).
3- Collections according to subjects (Jami'): These Hadiths were
classified according to religious subjects. The most famous and
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authentic of them are: Al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim, and At-Tirmidhi
(although the latter includes some non-authentic Hadiths).
4- Collections according to subjects ofFiqh:
a) As-Sunan (Traditions): These comprise the subjects ofFiqh
only and are restricted to traceable Hadiths; e.g., Sunan of Abu
Dawud, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, Ash-Shafi'i, Ad-Darimi, AlBayhaqi, Ad-Daraqutni.
b) Al-Muwatta': They are also classified according to subjects of
Fiqh, but include arrested and discontinuous Hadiths besides
the traceable Hadiths; e.g. Al-Muwatta' by Imam Malik.
c) Subject collections: for specific subjects.

Reclassification of Hadith
• This means referring a Hadith to its original sources, where it was
narrated according to the chain of transmission, and then showing
its rank when necessary.
• There are three forms of reclassification: the general reclassification
in which the narrator's name is mentioned as well as the source
collection, the intermediate reclassification in which the names of
the chain of narrators are mentioned, the source collection, the
chapter where the Hadith is found, and the rank of the Hadith, and
the detailed reclassification of the Hadith, all its chains of narration,
as well as criticizing all narrations and ranking them.
The methods of reclassification: by the Companion narrating the
Hadith by searching in the chains of transmission (Musnads), Hadith
dictionaries etc., by the first word of the Hadith by searching in books
whose Hadith texts are classified alphabetically, or indices of different
Hadith books, by knowing a distinguishing word in the content of the
Hadith, by searching in Al-Mu'jam Al-Mufassar Li Alfazh Al-Hadith AnNabawi (The Indexed Dictionary ofHadith Words), by knowing the
subject ofthe Hadith from the index of subjects such as Miftah Kunuz
As-Sunnah, and by searching in computer databases by choosing a
distinguishing word, subject, or narrator of the Hadith

~~~..~~ Teach Yourself Islam

''L~;l''

1-l The science of the sources of Islamic
Shari' ah
This science deals with deducing the legal rulings based on evidence
derived from Shari'ah sources.

Evidence that can be applied:

10

•

Shari' ah sources are utilized in the following order: Qur' an,
Sunnah, consensus (Ijma '), and reasoning based on analogy
(Qiyas).

•

The Qur'anic rulings are unquestionable, as each word was revealed
by Allah to the Prophet (peace be upon him), and is preserved from
corruption, until the end of time.

•

The Qur' anic texts concerning meaning are either conclusive or
presumptive. 10

•

Sunnah is defined as all that was said, done, or tacitly approved by
the Prophet (peace be upon him).

•

Sunnah confirms a ruling in the Qur' an, explains in detailed fom1,
all that was mentioned in the Qur'an in broad terms, restricts what
is mentioned in categorical terms, and specifies what is mentioned

Legislative proofs:
When the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) intended to send Mu'adh
Ibn Jabal to Yemen, he asked: How will you judge when you are asked to
rule on something? He replied: I shall judge in accordance with Allah's
Book. He asked: {What will you do) if you do not find any guidance in
Allah's Book? He replied: {I shall act) in accordance with the Sunnah of the
Prophet of Allah {peace be upon him). He asked: (What will you do) if you
do not find any guidance in the Sunnah of the Prophet of Allah (peace be
upon him) and in Allah's Book? He replied: I shall do my best to reach a
ruling and I shall spare no effort. The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him)
then patted him on the breast and said: Praise be to Allah Who has helped
the messenger of the Messenger of Allah to find something which pleases
the Messenger of Allah." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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generally, and establishes a ruling that was not outlined in the
Qur'an.
Concerning the number of transmitters, the Sunnah is either Mutawatir
(well-known) or singular (Ahad).
• The Sunnah which is Mutawatir is a narration from the Prophet
(peace be upon him) that can be traced back to the Prophet himself
without any doubt. The well-known Sunnah is where the
transmission can be traced back to the Prophet with great
probability of its being authentic, along with great conclusiveness of
its attribution to the Companions. The singular (Ahad) Sunnah is
not confirmed in its authenticity. All the above types should be
accepted, either as a certain or predominant evidence.
•

11

The Prophet's (peace be upon him) personal thoughts, inclinations,
personal habits, and the way in which he dealt with his everyday
affairs, are not considered abiding legislation, unless they contain
some element of guidance to be fo1lowed. 11

The validity of Sunnah:

Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe/ Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
(Muhammad SAW), and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority. (And)
if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His
Messenger (SAW)." (4, An-Nisa': 59)
Allah says:
•
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This means: "But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make
you (0 Muhammad SAW) judge in all disputes between them, and find in
themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) with
full submission." (4, An·Nisa': 65)
Allah says:
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Consensus is to be resorted to only where there is no legal ruling
included in the authentic texts, i.e. Qur'an and authentic Sunnah.
Consensus is the agreement of the majority of Muslim scholars of
those who exercise Ijtihad (independent reasoning based on
religious sources), after the Prophet's death, pertaining to a legal
ruling. There is some disagreement on the validity of this method of
deriving Islamic rulings. 12

This means: "And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) gives
you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it). 11 (59, AIHashr: 7)
Allah says:

(1",. :(JI~ J\) (J_;...Jll:t ~ i~l
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This means: "Say (0 Muhammad SAW): Obey Allah and the Messenger
(Muhammad SAW). (3, AI- ·1mran: 32)
II

Allah says:
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This means: "He who obeys the Messenger (Muhammad SAW}, has indeed
obeyed Allah." (4, An-Nisa': 80)
Allah says:
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This means: "It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His
Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any option in their
decision." (33, AI-Ahzab: 36)
12
The validity of consensus:
Allah <>ays:
( o ..
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This means: "0 you who believe/ Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
(Muhammad SAW}, and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority. 4,
An-Nisa': 59)
II (

Allah says:
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This means: "If only they had referred it to the Messenger or to those
charged with authority among them, the proper investigators would have
understood it from them (directly)." (4, An-Nisa': 83)
Allah says:
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Analogy means to draw a similitude between two similar incidents.
One can be judged directly according to the authentic text while the
other can not, and both have common attributes relevant to the same
ruling.

•

The use of analogy is considered an authentic means of deducing
Islamic rulings according to the majority of scholars.

•

The pillars on which analogy is built are: the source (on which the
analogy is based), the branch (what is to be equated to the source),
the ruling of the source (based on an authentic text), the "effective
case" (an attribute ofthe source which was the cause of the ruling,
and which is shared by the branch)

•

The effective case should be a characteristic which is: obvious,
accurately defined, conducive to the wisdom behind the ruling, and
not restricted to the source alone.

•

The scholars of jurisprudence differ regarding the validity of the
following evidence: application of discretion, public interest,
prevalent customs, presumption of continuity, the laws of (preIslamic) predecessors, and the particular school of thought of a
Companion.

•

The application of discretion means to prioritize: an exceptional
ruling over a common one due to a more substantiated proof, a

~,.L...j ~·r,:, ~J J~ L. ~;~~I ~ Jii:, ~J ~~I ~ ~ L. ~ ~ JJ...~I ~~ ~j)
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This means: And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger
(Muhammad SAW) after the right path has been shown clearly to him, and
follows other than the believers' way. We shall keep him in the path he has
chosen, and burn him in Hell- what an evil destination." (4, An-Nisa': 115)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"And that you could not all agree on an error." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
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special ruling over a general one, or a latent analogy over an evident
one.
•

Public interests are those interests for which no explicit ruling exists
to allow or forbid.

•

Prevalent customs are practices that are known and followed by
people, but which do not contradict a piece of evidence, do not
permit what is prohibited, do not prohibit what is permitted, and do
not annul a religious duty.

•

Presumption of continuity means to maintain a ruling that was valid
in the past until a real need to change it emerges.

•

The (sacred) law of(pre-Islamic) predecessors, is what is proven to
be in conformity with our law.

•

The school of thought of a Companion is what is pertinent to him
other than his narrations of the Hadith.

Rulings
•

Legal rulings contain either injunctions or stipulations. An
injunctive ruling is one that enjoins the morally competent
individual to either perform or refrain from an act, or gives him the
option to perform an act or to refrain from it. Stipulatory rulings are
those that encompass a legal reason behind a certain ruling, a
condition for it, or an interdictor of it.

Injunctive Rulings
•

There are five types: obligatory, recommended, unlawful, offensive,
and permissible.

•

The obligatory ruling is divided into several types concerning
timing, the one who is called upon to perform the duty, the amount
requested, as well as being determined or optional.
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•

The timing of the obligatory ruling is either not restricted, i.e. the
obligatory ruling such as prayers and other acts can be made during
the same time period, or is restricted to a certain act like fasting .

•

The obligatory ruling concerning the one who is called upon to
perform a duty can be either: obligatory for every individual
Muslim, or an obligation of a public nature, i.e. if performed by
some, the rest will be exempted from its responsibihty.

•

The amount required is either specified like the five prayers and
Zakah (the poor's due), or unspecified as in all forms of charity .

•

The obligatory ruling is either prescribed like the acts of worship or
optional as found in rulings concerning expiation.

•

The recommended mling is that which the Lawgiver requested, but
without its being an order. It is ranked according to the following
degrees:

•

a) Confirmed Sunnah.
b) Unsystematic Sunnah, not consistently practiced by the
Prophet.
c) The highly advisable Sunnah, e.g., taking the Prophet (peace be
upon him) as an ideal concerning his everyday acts out of love.
The unlawful is either completely forbidden in itself, like robbery
and fornication, or forbidden because of something incidental
related to it.

•

The offensive is what the Lawgiver requested to be avoided, but
without a direct prohibition.

•

The permissible is that which the competent person has the option
either to do or not, and is based on either a clear text indicating
pem1ission, or the absence of a clear text prohibiting it. In principle,
things are permissible unless clearly made impermissible.
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The stipulatory rulings
•

It is divided into the following:

a. Reason: an apparent and accurate characteristic that is necessary
for a ntling.
b. Condition: on which the ruling is based. Impediment: if it exists
there will be no ruling or the reason would have been made
invalid.
c. Allowances: rulings legislated by Allah, out of lightening, to be
carried out optionally by the competent in special cases.
d. Validity and invalidity: acts that the Lawgiver requested those
competent either to do or not to do, in the light of the causes and
conditions that He commanded, the Lawgiver is the Only One
Who can render something valid or not.

Things one may be held legally responsible for
•

These are deeds concerning which Allah has imposed as certain
rulings.

•

It is stipulated that the things one may be held legally responsible

for, should be: completely known to the competent person within
his capacity, and the competent person should be able to either
perform the act or stop doing it.

The competent
•

He is a person responsible for performing the legal ruling.

•

It is stipulated that the competent person should be able to

understand, by himself or through others, the evidence for what he
is responsible. This requires maturity, reason, and sobriety (neither
drunken nor asleep). Also, he should be eligible for what he is
assigned for and under no duress to perform the act.
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There are two kinds of eligibility:
a) Eligibility for obligation, i.e. to have rights and duties.
b) Eligibility for performance, i.e. the sayings and deeds of the
competent person are fit to be legal. Children and the insa~ ?
are not eligible. Eligibility is incomplete for the minor before
maturity and for the mentally deranged person, while it is
completely fulfilled for the mature sane person. 13

The fundamental rulings of Islamic legislation
•

The General Objectives of Shari 'ah are to realize the interests of
people: necessities, needs, and welfare.

•

Necessities: they are the essentials of human life in order to
preserve: faith, life, intellect, property, and honor.

•

Needs: they are what people need to avoid drudgery, and be able to
tolerate the hardships of commitments, responsibilities, and the
burdens of life.

•

Welfare: It refers to those aspects that lead to the improvement of
the living conditions, appearances of people, and their social
relations.

•

In legislation, these goals follow an order of precedence , i.e.
necessity, needs, and lastly welfare.

•

When examining the issue of necessities, several rules should be
taken into account:
a) Harm should be eliminated in a legal manner.
b) Harm should not be eliminated by another harm.
c) Individual harm should be tolerated to ward off a public harm.

1

~he competent:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There are three (persons) whose actions are not recorded: a sleeper till
he awakes, a boy till he reaches puberty, and a lunatic till he comes to
reason." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud)
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d) Lesser harm can be tolerated to avoid a more severe one.
e) Repelling harm has precedence over bringing benefits.
f) Necessity knows no laws.
g) Necessity is weighed with its own standard.
•

14

Rulings for lifting restrictions in pursuing needs:
a) Hardships justify simplification as exemplified by the
allowances ordained by Allah, the Almighty, in cases of:
travel, illness, compulsion, forgetfulness, ignorance,
prevalence of trials, tribulations, and insufficiency.
b) Legislation should lift restriction.
c) Needs are treated like necessities in permitting (some)
prohibited things. 14

The aims of Islamic Legislation:

Preserving Faith:
Allah says:
(' Q,

r :o..AJI)

(~1131 ~ ~l (JI~~ ~ i~l ~~ ~ ~~\ (J~j ~ wfo ~ ~ ;.A~Li:_,)

This means: "And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief and
worshipping of others along with Allah) and (all and every kind of) worship
is for Allah (Alone). But if they cease, let there be no transgression except
against Azh-Zhalimun (the polytheists, and wrong-doers)." (2, AI-Baqarah:
193)
Allah says :

("' :o.AJI) (~I ()A~~ ~\j)
This means: "And AI-Fitnah (temptation, to disbelieve after one has
believed) is worse than killing." (2, AI-Baqarah: 191)
Allah says :

("' v :o.AJ\) (Jill 0:- ~~ ~1:.,)
This means: "And AI-Fitnah is worse than killing." (2, AI-Baqarah: 217)
Allah says:
(" o

:JLL~I) (t.a~ ~ i~ 0:!jj\ ~~ ~ ~ lfo\..9)

This means: "And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial, etc.) which affects
not in particular (only) those of you who do wrong (but it may afflict all the
good and the bad people)." (8, AI-Anfal: 25)
Allah says:

(Vr :JLL~\) (~ Jl..Jj ~"_;~\ ~ ~ ~ ~__,ja·j~ ~~)

This means: "If you (Muslims of the whole world collectively) do not do so
(i.e. become allies, as one united block with one Khalifah - chief Muslim
ruler for the whole Muslim world to make victorious Allah's Religion of

(~
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Islamic Monotheism), there will be Fitnah (wars, battles, polytheism, etc.)
and oppression on earth, and a great mischief and corruption (appearance
of polytheism)." (8, AI-Anfal: 73)

Preserving the lives of the people:
Allah says:

(' o'

:~la.!'JI) (~~ ~) ~I ~~ ~~ ~~ i~ ~j)

This means: "And kill not anyone whom Allah has forbidden, except for a
just cause (according to Islamic law)." (6, A/-An'am: 151)
Allah says:
,. ~ ~
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This means: "And there is (a saving of) lit'e for you in AI-Qisas (the Law of
Equality in punishment), 0 men of understanding, that you may become
AI-Muttaqun (the pious)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 179)
Preserving the mind:
Allah says:

:i..J~
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(-.'--. • :o.UWI) (0~ ~i
This means: "0 you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks),
gambling, AI-Ansab, and AI-Azlam (arrows for seeking luck or decision)
are an abomination of Shaytan 's (Satan) handiwork. So avoid (strictly all)
that (abomination) in order that you may be successful. Shaytan (Satan)
wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants
(alcoholic drinks) and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of
Allah and from As-Sa/at (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain?"
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 90- 91)
Preserving property:
Allah says:

( 0~ ~i:., ~~~ ~Lil1 ~~:.,:.i

&. ~) I.,iS~ r~' )) ~ i_,l~:., ~4i~ rs-;j! ~,:_,:.; i_,iSG ~:.,)

(' "" :o.AJI)
This means: "And eat up not one another's property unjustly (in any
illegal way e.g. stealing, robbing, deceiving, etc.), nor give bribery to the
rulers (judges before presenting your cases) that you may knowingly eat
up a part of the property of others sinfully." (2, AI-Baqarah: 188)
Allah says:

.J~,;~ ~~
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This means: "And give not unto the foolish your property which Allah has
made a means of support for you." (4, An-Nisa': 5)
Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe! Eat not up your property among
yourselves unjustly except it be a trade amongst you, by mutual consent.
And do not kill yourselves (nor kill one another). Surely, Allah is Most
Merciful to you." (4, An-Nisa': 29)
Allah says:

(1~ ~~ (.jls ~~ ~I:,:Oi J) ~I:,:Oi i_,lSG ~'.5 ·.·)h~ >.J:'i.ll i_,l~ ~:, ;..iJI~i _;.~1 i_,;l:,)
(,.

:~L.....i..ll)

This means: "And give unto orphans their property and do not exchange
(your) bad things for (their) good ones; and devour not their substance (by
adding it) to your substance. Surely, this is a great sin." (4, An-Nisa': 2)
Abu Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him ) narrated that while the Messenger
of Allah (peace be upon him) was delivering a sermon on the Day of Sacrifice at
Mina during the Farewell Pilgrimage, he said:
"Verily your blood and property are as sacred and inviolable as the
sanctity of this day of yours, in this month of yours, and in this city of
yours. Behold! Have I conveyed this message to you?" (Reported by AIBukhari and Muslim)
Preserving the honor of the people:
Allah says:
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This means: "Verily, those who like that (the crime of) illegal sexual
intercourse should be propagated among those who believe, they will have
a painful torment in this world and in the Hereafter. And Allah knows and
you know not." (24, An~Nur: 19}
Allah says:
(Y1"

:_;~1)

(

~ ~lk ~J ~~~lj ~~I~ I~ .:.a~):JI ~~lijl ~~I <.JJ..~ 6=~1 0))

This means: "Verily, those who accuse chaste women, who never even
think of anything touching their chastity and are good believers, are
cursed in this life and in the Hereafter, and for them will be a great
torment." (24, An-Nur: 23)
Removing restriction:
Allah says:
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•

The deeds of competent persons are either: Allah's Right, people's
right, a right of both.

•

Allah's Right is embodied in: acts of worship, Zakah (the poor's
due) and other financial obligations, punishments for adultery,
larceny and robbery, depriving the killer from inheritance and
expiations.

•

The competent person's right is related to his financial rights over
others.

•

What combines the two rights (that of Allah and that of people) are
the punishment for slandering a woman with adultery and
retaliation for killing.

•

There is no room for ljtihad (independent reasoning based on
religious sources) for what has been ruled by a clear-cut text.

(-<-:.

.<·.r.._·,.:.·_·.,

i:., ~~~J~~W"~~
· ·.< ,. -- •• •
~1 ~ • t::.)
( '\ :o~Wl) ~~
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This means: 11AIIah does not want to place you in any restriction, but He
wants to purify you, and to complete His Favor on you." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 6)
Allah says:
(VA

:~1) (~~ 6:- ~~I <i ~ ~ l.j ~441 jA)

This means: "He has chosen you (to convey His Message of Islamic
Monotheism to mankind by inviting them to His religion, Islam), and has
not laid upon you in religion any restriction." (22, AI-Hajj: 78)
Allah says:

.1.11)( :. .:.it•' ~·~- ·:.:.;,· · ~~~·)·
( 'Ao: 0..J-'f"'
..r-• ~ -~ J ~ ~
-~

This means: "Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make
things difficult for you." (2, AI-Baqarah: 185)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"No harm (should be done to others) nor wrong (in retaliation)."
(Reported by Ahmad and Ibn Majah)
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The Mujtahid (qualified scholar) must be well-infonned in the
Arabic language, knowledgeable of the sciences of the Qur'an,
efficient in the sciences ofthe Sunnah, and expert in deducing
analogical rulings.

•

The gradation of legislation during the Prophet's life-time required
the partial or total repeal of some rulings, but after his death (peace
be upon him) no repealing of a ruling in Qur'an or Sunnah is
accepted.

•

A ruling text can not be repealed except with another equal or
stronger text. The strongest of all is the Qur'an and the Sunnah,
Mutawatir, then the Sunnah which is not Mutawatir, and finally
analogy.

The Arabic language:
•

Language is a well controlled discipline stemming from the human
mind as insp ired by Allah.

•

It is incumbent on every Muslim to excel in the Arabic language in
order to correctly understand the Qur'an and the Sunnah.

•

The Arabic language is highly honored since:
a) Allah, the Ever-Knowing and Ever-Wise, chose Arabic to be
the language in which His final message was revealed.
b) The Proof of this revelation is its linguistic miracle.
c) Allah, the Almighty, preserved His Book in its original Arabic
text.
d) Allah has revealed the Holy Qur'an in Arabic so that the people
who received it first, Arab as they were, could apprehend it.

Unit l: Sources

('"...,

----------------------------------------~~
41~
~,..~ "4~rv

Exercises
Science of Qur'an
I. What distinguishes the Qur'anic elocution from human language?
2. What is meant by the elocutionary inimitability of the Qur'an?
Mention some of its features.
3. What is meant by the scientific proofs ofQur'an? Mention five of
its fields.
4. What is the difference between Qur'anic and human legislation?
5. Mention three names ofthe Qur'an, and five of its attributes stated
in the Qur'an itself.
6. What is the wisdom behind revealing the Qur'an at intervals?
7. How did the revelation occur?
8. What are the differences between the Meccan and ~1\1edina Surahs
concerning place and subject?
9. What are the benefits gained from knowing whether the verses were
revealed at Makkah or Madinah?
10. What are the benefits gained from knowing the reasons behind
revealing the verses?
11. How was the Qur'an collected after being revealed?
12. What is the difference between exegesis and fi gurative
interpretation?
13. Mention three trends in Qur'anic exegesis and give examples of
well-known scholars in this field?
14. Is it possible to translate the Qur'an? Why?
15. What is the difference b etween the clear and the consimilar
verses?

Science of Hadith
1. \Vhat does the science ofHadith deal with?
2. What is meant by: Hadith- Sunnah- Al-Qudsi Hadith- Traceable

Hadith- Discontinuous Hadith - Interrupted Hadith?
3. What is the difference b etween Hadith ensured by many lines of
transmission and Single (Ahad) Hadith?
4. It is a condition for the narrator in order to accept his narration, that
he be: a) .. .... .:..b) .... .. .. .
5. Mention the conditions for a Hadith to be authentic.
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6. The Hadith is not accepted because: a) ......... ; b) .......... ; c) .......... .
7. Mention four kinds ofHadith books by giving examples.
8. How is the reclassification ofHadith verified? What are the forms
of reclassification?

Science of sources
l. Mention conventional Shari'ah evidence according to their rankorder?
2. Mention four of the secondary Shari'ah forms of evidence?
3. What is the role ofSunnah toward the Qur'an?
4. What are the differences between Qur'an and Sunnah concerning
traceability and signification?
5. What is meant by consensus?
6. What is analogy? What are its pi1lars?
7. What is the difference between an injunctive ruling and a
stipulatory ruling?
8. What are the divisions of the injunctive ruling? In what way is the
Hanafi School different?
9. What are the conditions for applying rulings: a) ..... ; b) .. .. .. ; c) . .....
10. The general objectives ofShari'ah are considered in the following
order: a) ......... ; b) ...... ; c) .... ..
11. \Vhat are the four necessities?
12. Mention three Shari'ah rules for realizing these necessities.
13. Mention three Shari' ah rules for realizing the needs.
14. Give examples of the following:
a) Allah's Right.
b) The competent person's right.
c) What combines both rights.
15. \tVhen is Ijtihad permitted? What are the conditions for being a
Mujtahid (qualified scholar)?
16. What is meant by repeal? What are the cases of repeal?

Unit 2

Faith
2-1 Principles of Faith
•

The pillars of faith are six: belief in Allah, His Angels, His inspired
Books, His Messengers and Prophets, the Last Day, and in destiny
whether good or evil. 1

Belief in Allah
•

Belief in Allah is the belief in His Existence, His Oneness and
Uniqueness, His Sole Godhood (Rububiyyah) and Divinity.

• The Existence of Allah is a self-evident truth, since nothing exists
without having someone putting it to existence and order.
• The Oneness of Allah is a rational truth, proved by the unity of the
universe and its laws. The existence of various gods ind icates non-

1

The pillars of faith:

Allah says:

~ 0AJ &! 0A Jj.ii ;_.jjl yt.i!l:_, .u;_.:; ~ J~ ~jjl yt.i!1:.9 .u;._.;.JJ ~~ i;.1 i_,i.i (J:jjl ~~ y~

·

('r" =~WI) ('¥-~~~~;'J'r~'J~~J~J~J~

11

This means: 0 you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger
(Muhammad SAW), and the Book (the Qur'an) which He has sent down to
His Messenger, and the Scripture which He sent down to those before
(him), and whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His
Messengers, and the Last Day, then indeed he has strayed far away." (4,
An-Nisa': 136)
Allah says:
(1 VV

:~.AJI) { .:,1j/m:_, ylliJij ~5W1:_, ?'JI r~IJ ~4 W:..l (:,...~I ~J,~

This means: ·'But AI-Birr is (the quality of) the one who believes in Allah,
the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the Prophets." (2, AI-Baqarah: 177)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"One day while Allah's Prophet was sitting with the people, a man came to
him walking and said, '0 Allah's Prophet. What is faith?' The Prophet said,
'Faith is to believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Prophets, and the
meeting with Him, and to believe in the Resurrection."'
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)

J~~~~~--T_e_ac_h_\_1 _ou_r_se_l_f_Is_la_m________________________
"'~~~,._,
unity in the system of the universe. Belief in the Oneness of Allah
stipulates belief in the Oneness of His Soul, Attributes, and Deeds. 2
• The Sole Godhood of Allah is that His total sovereignty over the
universe with all its creatures, provisions, and systems postulates
3
the unity of Godhood and negates it from anyone other than A11ah.

2

The Oneness of Allah:

Allah says:

(r Y :~l+.u~l) ~u~ W:. ~:;aj1 ~:; ~~ 0~ ti~ ~~ 'il ~~ ~

uLs :,J);

This means: "Had there been therein (in the heavens and the earth) gods
besides Allah, then verily both would have been ruined. Glorified be Allah,
the Lord of the Throne, (High is He) above what they attribute to Him!" (21,
AI-Anbiya ': 22)
Allah says:

'(I~~~ 0)~ c.

Jti1_, 4j~ .~ ~yj1 ~~ Jl i~~ i~l 0)~ w ~~ ~ ~l.S) j );
( H' - t Y :~1..>'-"'/1)

This means: "Say (0 Muhammad SAW to these polytheists, pagans, etc.):
If there had been other aliha (gods) along with Him as they assert, then
they would certainly have sought out a way to the Lord of the Throne.
Glorified and High be He! from (the great falsehood) that they say!
(i.e. forged statements that there are other gods along with Allah, but He is
Allah, the One, the Self-Sufficient Master, whvm all creatures need. He
begets not, nor was He begotten, and there is none comparable or coequal
unto Him)." (17, Al-lsra': 42- 43)
Allah says:
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This means: "No son (or offspring or children) did Allah beget, nor is there
any ilah (god) along with Him; (if there had been many gods), behold, each
god would have taken away what he had created, and some would have
tried to overcome others! Glorified be Allah above all that they attribute to
Him!" (23, AI-Mu'minun: 91)
Allah says:
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This means: "Allah bears witness that La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the
right to be worshipped but He), and the angels, and those having
knowledge (also give this witness); (He is always) maintaining His creation
in Justice. La ilah ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He),
the All-Mighty, the All-Wise." (3, AI- 'lmran: 18)
There are other verses in the Holy Qur'an, the enlightening book of monotheism .
3
The Sole Godhood of Allah:
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Allah says:

~ ~>- \jjj :~3"' ;'..'b)~ ~.UI:., ·6:1~ ~ ~ ~jjl .~\ YJ '¥! J J~ ~~-~·
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This means: "Verily/ They are enemies to me, save the Lord of the 'A lam in
(mankind, jinns and all that exists); Who has created me, and it is He Who
guides me; And it is He Who feeds me and gives me to drink. And when I
am ill, it is He who cures me; And Who will cause me to die, and then will
bring me to life (again)." (26, Ash-Shu'ara': 77- 81)
Allah says
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This means: "Say (0 Muhammad SAW): "Who provides for you from the
sky and from the earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And who brings
out the living from the dead and brings out the dead from the living? And
who disposes the affairs?" They will say: "Allah." Say: "Will you not then
be afraid of Allah's Punishment (for setting up rivals in worship with
Allah)?" Such is Allah, your Lord in truth. So after the truth, what else can
there be, save error? How then are you turned away?" (10, Yunus: 31 - 32)
Allah says:

(A~> - At :u_,.;.o)4ll) ( C:iJJSii ~~ ;j ~ (u1i~~ , .u~ ~ u) t# ~:; ~};; ~ ~:~·
This means: "Say: "Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein? If you
know!" They will say: "It is Allah's!" Say: "Will you not then remember?""
(23, AI-Mu'minun: 84 - 85)
Allah says:
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This means: "Say (0 Muhammad SAW): "0 Allah! Possessor of the
kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and You take the
kingdom from whom You will, and You endue with honor whom You will,
and You humiliate whom You will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You
are Able to do all things. You make the night to enter into the daytime, and
You make the daytime to enter into the night. You bring the living out o f
the dead, and You bring the dead out of the living. And You give wealth
and sustenance to whom You will, without limit (measure or account)."" (3,
AI- 'lmran: 26- 27)
Allah says:
( ' : W"'Li.ll) '<l ~WI

~ .>: ~ sC \ ;j ~

This means: "Say: "I seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord of mankind. "" (114,
An-Nas: 1)
Allah says:
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• The Divinity of Allah means the bondage of all creatures to Allah,
the One. It is an involuntary bondage of all living creatures and
things, while it is deliberately chosen by believers, as shown in their
obedience to Allah in faith, behavior, and actions.4

This means: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the
'Aiamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists)." (1, AI-Fatihah: 2)
4

The bondage of all creatures to Allah:

Allah says:
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This means: "And unto Allah (Alone) falls in prostration whoever is in the
heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly, and so do their shadows in
the mornings and in the afternoons." (13, Ar-Ra 'd: 15)
Allah says:
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This means: "See you not that to Allah prostrates whoever is in the
heavens and whoever is on the earth, and the sun, and the moon, and the
stars, and the mountains, and the trees, and Ad-Dawab (moving living
creatures, beasts, etc.), and many of mankind? But there are many (men)
on whom the punishment is justified. And whomsoever Allah disgraces,
none can honor him. Verily! Allah does what He wills." (22, AI-Hajj: 18)

Aliah says:
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This means: "The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein,
glorify Him and there is not a thing but glorifies His Praise. But you
understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, OftForgiving." (17, Al-lsra': 44)
Allah says:
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This means: "And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they
should worship Me (Alone)" (51, Adh-Dhariyat: 56)
Allah says:
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This means: "Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship. " (4, AnNisa': 36)
There are so many other similar verses in the Qur'an .
(Y''I

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
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• The Monotheism of Allah requires submission to Him Alone in all
the laws He sent down. This does not confine human freedom to
codify and legislate issues not tackled by a Divine text or any
guidance of Allah and His Messenger. Human legislation should not
contradict the general goals of Islamic laws, Qur'anic text, authentic
tradition in Sunnah, or any ruling based on any of these.
• The Attributes of Allah as displayed in the Qur'an and Sunnah
should be understood according to the rules of the Arabic language,
without additions or denial, without arguing what is beyond human

"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) addressed Mu'adh Ibn Jabal
as he was riding behind him to which he replied: Here I am! At your service
and at your beck Messenger of Allah. He again called out: Mu' adh, to
which he (again) replied: Here I am! At your service and at your beck. He
(the Messenger of Allah) addressed him (again): Mu'adh, to which he
replied: Here I am! At your service and at your beck, 0 Messenger of Allah.
(The Prophet) said:
"If anyone testifies (sincerely from his heart) that there is no god but Allah,
and that Muhammad is His bondsman and His Messenger, Allah
immunizes him from Hell. He (Mu'adh) said: 0 Messenger of Allah, should
not I then inform the people of it, so that they may be cheered? He replied:
Then they would trust in it alone. Mu'adh (may Allah be pleased with him)
told about it at the time of his death, to avoid sinfulness."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Applying the legislation of Allah:
Allah says:
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This means: "And so judge (you 0 Muhammad SAW) between them by
what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires, but beware of
them lest they turn you (0 Muhammad SAW) far away from some of that
which Allah has sent down to you. And if they turn away, then know that
Allah's Will is to punish them for some sins of theirs. And truly, most of
men are Fasiqun (rebellious and disobedient to Allah). Do they then seek
the judgment of (the Days of) Ignorance? And who is better m judgment
than Allah for a people who have firm Faith." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 49 - 50)
Allah says:
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This means: "And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed,
such are the Kafirun (i.e. disbelievers- of a lesser degree as they do not
act on Allah's Laws)." (4, AI-Ma'idah: 44)
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~'i~~~,-------------------------------understanding or transcending the human tangible capabilities to
grasp these Attributes. 5

5

The attributes of Allah:

Allah says:
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This means: ''There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the
All-Seer." (42, Ash-Shura: 11)
Allah says:
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This means: ..And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call
on Him by them, and leave the company of those who belie or deny (or
utter impious speech against) His Names. They will be requited for what
they used to do." (7, Al-A ·rat: 180)
Allah says:
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This means: ..Say (0 Muhammad SAW): Invoke Allah or invoke the Most
Beneficent (Allah), by whatever name you invoke Him (it is the same), for
to Him belong the Best Names." (17, Al-lsra': 110)
Allah says:
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This means: "The Most Beneficent (Allah) lstawa (rose over) the (Mighty)
Throne (in a manner that suits His Majesty)" (20, Taha: 5)
Ali ah says:
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This means: ..And then He lstawa (rose over) the Throne (really in a
manner that suits His Majesty)." (7, Al-A ·raf: 54)
Allah says:
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This means: "And your Lord comes
(89, AI-Fajr: 22)

with

the

angels in

rows. "

Allah says:
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This means: ..You are under Our Eyes." (52, At-Tur: 48)
Allah says:
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This means: "And construct the ship under Our Eyes and with Our
Inspiration." (11, Hud: 37)
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Belief in angels
• This means to believe in angels within the limits of what is provided

Allah says:
(1"'\ :4)
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This means: "In order that you may be brought up under My Eye."
Taha: 39)

(20~

Allah says:

("~ t =~JJL.JI) (,.~ ; •:;< ~ u~~ ~~~ Ja)
This means: '~Both His Hands are widely outstretched. He spends (of His
Bounty) as He wills." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 64)
Allah says:
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This means: "The Hand of Allah is over their hands." (48, AI-Fath: 10)
Allah says:
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This means: '~And the heaven, We have built it with (Our) hands and surely
We are indeed extending (it) wide." (51, Adh-Dhariyat: 47)
The Prophet's supplication:
"I ask You by every name of Yours by which You described Yourself,
revealed in Your Book, taught one of Your creatures, or kept in Your
knowledge of the unseen, to make the Holy Qur'an the spring (i.e., the
season of awakening after the dead of winter) of my heart, the light of my
chest, the removal of my sadness, and the lifting of my depression."
(Reported by Ahmad)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's Prophet
(peace be upon him) said:
"Verily, there are ninety-nine names for Allah, i.e., hundred excepting one.
He who enumerates them will get into Paradise."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Mus!irn)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily, the hearts of all the sons of Adam are between the two fingers out
of the fingers of the Compassionate Lord as one heart. He turns that to any
(direction) He likes." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said:
"Either side of His Hands is the right side both being equally meritorious."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Until Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, places His foot therein, and it would
say: Enough, enough." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
There is a reported statement saying that: lstiwa' (rising over) is known, the
manner of it is unknown, believing in it is obligatory, and asking about it is a
heresy in religion .
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by Qur' an and Sunnah, I.e., they are creatures not recognized by
human senses.
6

• Angels obey Allah in everything. They have different roles
detennined by Allah; some are delegated to protect human beings

6

The nature of angels:

Allah says:
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This means: "And they say: "The Most Beneficent (Allah) has begotten a
son (or children)." Glory to Him! They [those whom they call children of
Allah i.e. the angels, '/sa (Jesus) son of Maryam (Mary), 'Uzair (Ezra), etc.],
are but honored slaves. They speak not until He has spoken, and they act
on His Command." (21, AI-Anbiya': 26- 27)
Allah says:
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This means: "And to Allah prostate all that is in the heavens and all that is
in the earth, of the live moving creatures and the angels, and they are not
proud [i.e. they worship their Lord (Allah) with humility]. They fear their
Lord above them, and they do what they are commanded."
(16, An-Nahl: 49 - 50)
Allah says:
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This means: "There is not one of us (angels) but has his known place (or
position); Verily, we (angels), we stand in rows for the prayers (as you
Muslims stand in rows for your prayers); Verir, we (angels), we are ther
who glorify (Allah's Praises i.e. perform prayers. (37, As-Saffat: 164- 166
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Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe/ Ward off from yourselves and your
families a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones, over which are
(appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who disobey not, (from executing)
the Commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are
commanded. (66, At-Tahrim: 6)
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from odiousness, others for registering human deeds, bringing
victory to the believers .. . etc. 7

This means: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the (only) Originator
[or the (only) Creator} of the heavens and the earth, Who made the angels
messengers with wings, - two or three or four. He increases in creation
what He wills. Verily, Allah is Able to do all things." (35, Fatir: 1)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Angels were created from light and the jinn from blazing fire. But Adam
was created from that which you have been told." (Reported by Muslim)
7

The roles of angels:

Allah says:
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This means: "For each (person), there are angels in succession, before
and behind him.[They guard him by the Command of Allah."
(13, Ar-Ra 'd: 11)
Allah says:

~ ~., ~j 1~1
.

6:!:ill .:,_,~ei;',.jj ~ (.)~):_, ~.; ~ 6~ A.!~;,:,:..:, ~JLll ~ 6:1~1)
-(V :

·~)

_;j

· -: ,- I 'G -. :ill ·:.~ c.k- ~- -. ->
r-::-:- ~~~
. .~;__J ~I
-:
.J'+l _J .J.t U:!- - .P. _J
.) ~ "-""""

{, •. :~;,
'

This means: "Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those
around it glorify the praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask
forgiveness for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah) (saying): "Our
Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive
those who repent and follow Your Way, and save them from the torment of
the blazing Fire!" (40, Ghafir: 7)
Allah says:
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This means: "Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their
private counsel? (Yes We do) and Our Messengers (appointed angels in
charge of mankind) are by them, to record." (43, Az-Zukhruf: 80)
Allah says:
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This means: "But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of
mankind) to watch you, Kiraman (honorable) Katibin writing down (your
deeds). They know all that you do." (82, Al-lnfitar: 10 - 12)
Allah says:
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This means: "And truly, this (the Qur'an) is a revelation from the Lord of
the 'Aiamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists), Which the trustworthy Ruh
[Jibrael (Gabriel)} has brought down." (26, Ash-Shu'ara': 192- 193)
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• The Qur' an mentioned some angels like Gabriei (Jibril), the angel
of revelation, Mika'il (Michael), l\1alik (the Keeper of Hell-Fire),
the angel of death, and the nineteen angels of the Scorching Fire
(Saqar). 8

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Angels come to you in succession by night and day and all of them get
together at the time of the Fajr and 'Asr prayers. Those who have passed
the night with you (or stayed with you) ascend (to the Heaven) and Allah
asks them, though He knows everything about you, 'In what state did you
leave my slaves?' The angels reply, 'When we left them they were praying
and when we reached them, they were praying."'
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah has mobile squads of angels who go about in the bazaars or on the
roads seeking those who remember Allah. When they find people doing
so, they call one another and say, 'Come to what you are looking for."'
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Tile Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The angels lower their wings over the seeker of knowledge, being pleased
with his quest." (Reported by Ibn Majah)
8

Angels mentioned in the Qur'an:

Gabriel
Allah says:
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This means: "He has been taught (this Qur'an) by one mighty in power
[Jibrae/ (Gabriel)]. Dhu Mirrah (free from any defect in body and mind),
Fastawa [then he (Jibrael • Gabriel) rose and became stable]. While he
[Jibrael (Gabriel)] was in the highest part of the horizon, Then he [Jibrael
(Gabriel)] approached and came closer, And was at a distance of two
bows' length or (even) nearer, So did (Allah) convey the Inspiration to His
slave [Muhammad SAW through Jibrael (Gabriel) The (Prophet's) heart lied
not (in seeing) what he (Muhammad SAW) saw." (53, An-Najm: 5- 11)
Allah says:
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This means: "Verily, this is the Word (this Qur'an brought by) a most
honorable messenger [Jibrael (Gabriel), from Allah to the Prophet
Muhammad]. Owner of power, and high rank with (Allah) the Lord of the
Throne, Obeyed (by the angels), trustworthy there (in the heavens). And (0
people) your companion (Muhammad (SAL41 is not a madman; And indeed
he (Muhammad (SAW) saw him [Jibrael (Gabriel)] in the clear horizon
(towards the east)." (81, At-Takwir: 19- 23)

Unit 2: Faith ...,.,(~}<>

------------------------------------------~~

Allah says:
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This means: ..Say (0 Muhammad (peace be upon him):Whoever is an
enemy to Jibrael (Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for indeed he has
brought it (this Qur'an) down to your heart by Allah's Permission,
confirming what came before it (i.e. the Tawrah (Torah) and the lnjeel
(Gospel)) and guidance and glad tidings for the believers."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 97)
Gabriel and Michael:
Allah says:
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This means: "Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His Angels, His Messengers,
Jibrael (Gabriel) and Mika'el (Michael}, then verily, Allah is an enemy to the
disbelievers." {2, AI-Baqarah: 98)
The angel of death:
Allah says:
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This means: "Say: "The angel of death, who is set over you, will take your
souls, then you shall be brought to your Lord. " (32, As-Sajdah: 11)
Malik, the keeper of the Hell-fire
Allah says:
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This means: "And they will cry: "0 Malik (Keeper of Hell)! Let your Lord
make an end of us." He will say: "Verily you shall abide forever."" (43, AzZukhruf: 77)
The nineteen angels of the Scorching Fire (Sagar):
Allah says:
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This means: " / will cast him into Hell-fire. And what will make you know
exactly what Hell-fire is? It spares not (any sinner), nor does it leave
(anything unburnt)! Burning the skins! Over it are nineteen (angels as
guardians and keepers of Hell)." (74, AI-Muddathir: 26- 30)
The angels who bear the Throne of Allah:
Ali ah says:
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This means: "And the angels will be on its sides, and eight angels will, that Day,
bear the Throne of your Lord above them." (69, AI-Haqqah: 17)
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Belief in the Revealed Books:
• Allah revealed texts of guidance to some of His messengers. The
Qur'an mentioned some of them: the Scrolls of Abraham, the
Tawrah (Torah) of Moses, the Scripture of David, the lnjil (Gospel)
of Jesus, and .the Qur'an of Muhammad, the Seal of the
Messengers. 9

9

The Revealed Books:

The Scrolls of Abraham:
Allah says:
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This means: "Surely this is in the earliest scrolls. The scrolls of Ibrahim
(Abraham) and Musa (Moses)." (87, Al-A 'Ia: 18- 19)
Allah says:
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This means: "Or is he not informed with what is in the Scrolls of Musa
(Moses), And of Ibrahim (Abraham) who fulfilled (or conveyed) all that
(what Allah ordered him to do or convey)" (53, An-Najm: 36- 37)
The Old Testament:
Allah says:
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This means: "But how do they come to rou for decision while they have
the Tawrah (Torah), in which is the (plain Decision of Allah; yet even after
that, they turn away. For they are not (really) believers. Verily, We did send
down the Tawrah (Torah) [to Musa (Moses)], therein was guidance and
light, by which the Prophets, who submitted themselves to Allah's Will,
judged the Jews. And the rabbis and the priests [too judged the Jews by
the Tawrah (Torah) after those Prophets] for to them was entrusted the
protection of Allah's Book, and they were witnesses thereto."
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 43- 44)
The New Testament:
Allah says:
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This means: "And in their footsteps, We sent '/sa (Jesus), son of Maryam
{Mary) , confirming the Tawrah {Torah) that had come before him, and We
gave him the tnjeel (Gospel), in which was guidance and light and
confirmation of th_e Tawrah (Torah) that had come before it, a guidance and
an admonition for AI-Muttaqun {the pious)." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 46)
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• All the Books were perverted, many things were added by the
human hand, or disappeared, while the Qur' an has been and will
continue to be preserved from corruption till the end of the world,
which is one of the inimitabilities of the Qur'an. 10
• The Qur'an is inimitable in its language and rhetoric, historical, and
scientific knowledge, laws, and prophecies; the more we expand our
sphere ofknowledge, the more we realize the inimitability ofQur'an. 11

The Psalms of David
Allah says:
(o o
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This means: "And to Dawud (David) We gave the Zabur (Psalms)." (17, Al-lsra': 55)

°Changing the previous Revealed Books:

1

Allah says:
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This means: 11DO you (faithful believers) covet that they will believe our
religion in spite of the fact that a party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to
hear the Word of Allah (the Tawrah (Torah)) then they used to change it
knowingly after they understood it?" (2, AI-Baqarah: 75)
Allah says:
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This means: 11Then woe to those who write the Book with their own hands
and then say, "This is from Allah," to purchase with it a little price! Woe to
them for what their hands have written and woe to them for that they earn
thereby. 11 (2, AI-Baqarah: 79)
Allah says:
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This means: ~~And verily, among them is a party who distort the Book with
their tongues (as they read), so that you may think it is from the Book, but
it is not from the Book, and they say: "This is from Allah," but it is not from
Allah; and they speak a lie against Allah while they know it."
(3, AI-"lmran: 78)
11

The Holy Qur'an is miraculous and safeguarded:
See the proofs in the subject of Science of Qur'an ( 1-1)
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• The Qur'an can never be translated, but its meanings can be
translated into another language; it is Qur'an only in its Arabic
inimitable text as it is revealed. This stipulates empowerment and
preservation of the Arabic language.

Belief in the messengers and prophets:
• Allah has selected prophets for guiding people m every era and
every place. i 2

12

The Prophets have been sent to all nations:

Allah says:

(~: =~1.9) ~~-lj ~ ~ 'iJ ~~:;.. 0)~ ~~~J i~ ~~ ~Li...) up;
This means: Verily! We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad
tidings, and a warner. And there never was a nation but a warner had
passed among them." (35, Fatir: 24)
11

Allah says:
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This means: "And for every Ummah (a community or a nation), there is a
Messenger; when their Messenger comes, the matter will be judged
between them with justice, and they will not be wronged." (10, Yunus: 47)
Allah says:
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This means: "And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community,
nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or
keep away from) Taghut (all false deities, etc. i.e. do not worship Taghut
besides Allah)." (16, An-Nahl: 36)
Allah says:
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This means: "And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, and
Messengers We have not mentioned to you, - and to Musa (Moses) Allah
spoke directly. Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning
in order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after the
Messengers.
And
Allah
is
Ever
All-Powerful,
All-Wise.
(4, An-Nisa': 164- 165)
Allah says:
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This means: "And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to
give warning)." (17, Al-lsra': 15)
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• Some of the prophets are messengers sent by Allah to proclaim His
Messages and Books.
• The Qur'an mentioned twenty five prophets, first of whom is Adam
13
and the last is Muhammad.

13

Prophets mentioned in the Holy Qur'an:

Allah says:
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This means: "Allah chose Adam, Nuh (Noah), the family of Ibrahim (Abraham)
and the family of '/mran above the 'Aiamin (mankind and jinns) (of their
times)." (3, AI-'lmran: 33)
Allah says:
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This means: "And that was Our Proof which We gave Ibrahim (Abraham)
against his people. We raise whom We will in degrees. Certainly your Lord is
All-Wise, All-Knowing. And We bestowed upon him ls-haq (Isaac) and Ya'qub
(Jacob), each of them We guided, and before him, We guided Nuh (Noah), and
among his progeny Dawud (David), Sulayman (Solomon), Ayub (Job), Yusuf
(Joseph), Musa (Moses), and Harun (Aaron). Thus do We reward the
good-doers. And Zakariyya (Zachariya), and Yahya (John) and '/sa (Jesus) and
1/iyas (Elias), each one of them was of the righteous. And lsma'il (Ishmael) and
AI-Yas'a (Elisha), and Yunus (Jonah) and Lout (Lot), and each one of them We
preferred above the 'Aiamin (mankind and jinns) (of their times). And also
some of their fathers and their progeny and their brethren, We chose them,
and We guided them to a Straight Path." (6, Al-An ·am: 83 - 87)
Allah says:
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This means: "And to 'Ad (people, We sent) their brother Hud. He said: ..0 my
people! Worship Allah! You have no other llah (God) but Him. (La i/aha illAllah: none has the right to be worshipped but Allah). Will you not fear (Allah)?
The leaders of those who disbelieved among his people said: ·verily, we see
you in foolishness, and verily, we think you are one of the liars.""
(7, Al-A 'raf: 65 - 66)
~

Allah says:

~u oW ~~ J.. ~ ~F-4- jj ~~ W J6.- ~ c. 41.111 i.J~I rj. ~ Jtl ~ ;aALi.l J_,:j ~!J)
-(v,. :ulfo~l) (~i yl~ ~~~ ~~ lA~ ~J ~~ ~:) ~ JS~ tA.Jj~ ~~ ~ -~,
This means: 11And to Thamud (people, We sent) their brother Salih (Saleh). He
said: "0 my people! Worship Allah! You have no other llah (God) but Him. (La
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i/aha ill-Allah: none has the right to be worshipped but Allah). Indeed there has
come to you a clear sign (the miracle of the coming out of a huge she-camel
from the midst of a rock) from your Lord. This she-camel of Allah is a sign
unto you; so you leave her to graze in Allah's earth, and touch her not with
harm, lest a painful torment should seize you." (7, Al-A 'raf: 73)
Allah says:
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This means: 11And (remember) Lout (Lot), when he said to his people: "Do
you commit the worst sin such as none preceding you has committed in
the 'Aiamin (mankind and jinns)? "Verily, you pract1se your lusts on men
instead of women. Nay, but you are a people transgressing beyond
bounds (by committing great sins)." (7, Al-A 'rat: 80 - 81)
Allah says:
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This means: 11And to (the people of) Madyan (Midian), (We sent) their
brother Shu'ayb. He said: "0 my people! Worship Allah/ You have no other
llah (God) but Him. [La ilaha ill-Allah (none has the right to be worshipped
but Allah)}... Verily, a clear proof (sign) from your Lord has come unto you;
so give full measure and full weight and wrong not men in their things, and
do not mischief on the earth after it has been set in order, that will be
better for you, if you are believers." (7, Al-A 'raf: 85)
Allah says:
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This means: Then after them We sent Musa (Moses) with Our Signs to
Fir'awn (Pharaoh) and his chiefs, but they wrongfully rejected them. So see
how was the end of the Mufsidun (mischief-makers), And Musa (Moses)
said: "0 Fir'awn (Pharaoh)/ I am a Messenger from the Lord of the 'Aiamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists)." (7, Al-A 'rat: 103- 104)
Allah says:
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This means: And has there come to you the story of Mus a (Moses)? When
he saw a fire, he said to his family: "Wait/ Verily, I have seen a fire, perhaps
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T can bring you some burning brand therefrom, or find some guidance at
the fire." And when he came to it (the fire), he was called by name: "0
Musa (Moses)!" "Verily// am your Lordi So take off your shoes, you are in
the sacred valley, Tuwa. "'' (20, Taha: 9 - 12)

Allah says:
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This means : "And (remember) Ayub (Job), when he cried to his Lord:
"Verily, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Merciful of all those
who show mercy." So We answered his call, and We removed the distress
that was on him, and We restored his family to him (that he had lost), and
the like thereof along with them, as a mercy from Ourselves and a
Reminder for all who worship Us." (21, AI-Anbiya': 83- 84)
Allah says:
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This means: "And (remember) lsma'il (Ishmael), and ldris (Enoch) and
Dhui-Kifl (Isaiah), all were from among As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.)
And We admitted them to Our Mercy. Verily, they were of the righteous."
(21, AI-Anbiya': 85 - 86)
Allah says:
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This means: "And (remember) Dhan-Nun (Jonah), when he went off in anger,
and imagined that We shall not punish him (i.e. the calamities which .had
befallen him)! But he cried through the darkness (saying): La ilaha ilia Anta
[none has the right to be worshipped but You (0 Allah)], Glorified (and Exalted)
are You [above all that (evil) they associate with You]. Truly, I have been of the
wrong-doers. So We answered his call, and delivered him from the distress.
And thus We do deliver the believers (who believe in the Oneness of Allah,
abstain from evil and work righteousness). " (21, AI-Anbiya': 87- 88)
Allah says:
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This means: "And (remember) Zakariyya (Zachariah), when he cried to his
Lord: no My Lord! Leave me not single (childless), though You are the Best of
the inheritors. So We answered his call, and We bestowed upon him Yahya
(John), and cured his wife (to bear a child) for him. Verily, they used to hasten
on to do good deeds, and they used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used
to humble themselves before Us. And (remember) she who guarded her
chastity [Virgin Maryam (Mary)], We breathed into (the sleeves of) her (shirt or
garment) [through Our Ruh - Jibrael (Gabriel)], and We made her and her son
['/sa (Jesus)} a sign for AI-'Aiamin (the mankind and jinns). Truly! This, your
Ummah [SharFah or religion (Islamic Monotheism)] is one religion, and I am
your Lord, therefore worship Me (Alone)." (21, AI-Anbiya': 89- 92)
Allah says:
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This means: "And mention in the Book (the Qur'an) Ibrahim (Abraham).
Verily! He was a man of truth, a Prophet." (19, Maryam: 41)
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• Among the prophets there arc messengers endowed with resolve:
14
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad.
• Allah supported His messengers with tangible miracles, while the

continuous great miracle of Islam is the Holy Qur'an. 15
• The prophets are infallible in their morality and truthfulness in
conveying the propagation. They are of different ranks, but the best
of them is the Seal ofl\.1essengers. 16

Allah says:
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This means: "Those were they unto whom Allah bestowed His Grace from
among the Prophets, of the offspring of Adam, and of those whom We carried
(in the ship) with Nuh (Noah), and of the offspring of Ibrahim (Abraham) and
Israel and from among those whom We guided and chose. When the Verses of
the Most Beneficent (Allah) were recited unto them, they fell down prostrating
and weeping." (19, Maryam: 58)
There are many other stories of the prophets in the Holy Qur'an.
14

Messengers with resolve:

Allah says:

(fo :ulh~l) ( J..,JI ~ rJaJI l_,lj\ ~ ~ ~ti}
this means: "So endure patiently as the Messengers endowed with resolve
(endured) patiently." (4, AI-Ahqaf: 35)
15

Qur'an is the miracle of Islam:

See the proofs in Unit 1.
16

Muhammad is the Seal of the Prophets:

Allah says:
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This means: "He it is Who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad SAW) with
guidance and the religion of truth (Islamic Monotheism) to make it victorious
over all (other) religions even though the Mushrikun (polytheists, pagans,
idolaters, and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah and in His Messenger
Muhammed SAW) hate (it)." (61, As-Saff: 9)
Allah says:
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• Prophethood and the holy message were terminated with the advent
of the Prophet Muhammad; all those who claim other than that are
liars and renegades of the faith of Islam, e.g. the foilowers of
Baha'ism and Qadianism.
• The essence of all messages is one, i.e., Isiam (submission to
Allah). 17

This means: "This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My
Favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion."
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 3)
Allah says: ·
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This means: "Muhammad (SAW) is not the father of any man among you, but
he is the Messenger of Allah and the last (end) of the Prophets."
(33, AI-Ahzab: 40)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"My similitude in comparison with the other prophets before me, is that of a
man who has built a house nicely and beautifully, except for a place of one
brick in a corner. The people go about it and wonder at its beauty, but say,
'Would that this brick be put in its place!' So I am that brick, and I am the last
of the Prophets." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said:
"I have many names: I am Muhammad, I am Ahmad, I am AI-Mahi through
whom Allah obliterates unbelief, and I am AI-Hashir (the gatherer) at whose
feet people will be gathered, and I am AI-' Aqib (after whom there would be
none)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
17

Islam is the call of all the prophets:

Allah says:
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This means: 11And We did not send any Messenger before you (0
Muhammad SAW) but We inspired him (saying): La ilaha ilia Ana {none has
the right to be worshipped but I (Allah)], so worship Me (Alone and none
else)." (21, AI-Anbiya': 25)
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This means: "Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers
and wish to make distinction between Allah and His Messengers (by
believing in Allah and disbelieving in His Messengers) saying, 'We believe
in some but reject others," and wish to adopt a way in between. They are in
truth disbelievers." (4, An-Nisa': 150- 151)
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Allah says:
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This means: "Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam. Those who were given
the Scripture (Jews and Christians) did not differ except, out of mutual
jealousy, after knowledge had come to them." (3, AI-'lmran: 19)
Allah says:
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This means: "And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and (his son)
lsma 'il (Ishmael) were raising the foundations of the House (the Ka'bah at
Makkah), (saying), "Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily! You are
the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. Our Lord/ And make us submissive unto
You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 127- 128)
Allah says:
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This means: "And this (submission to Allah, Islam) was enjoined by
Ibrahim (Abraham) upon his sons and by Ya'qub (Jacob) (saying), "0 my
sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion, then die not except in
the Faith of Islam (as Muslims -Islamic Monotheism)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 132)
Allah says:
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This means: "Say (0 Muslims), "We believe in Allah and that which has
been sent down to us and that which has been sent down to Ibrahim
(Abraham), lsma'il {Ishmael), ls-haq (Isaac), Ya'qub (Jacob), and to AIAsbat (the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya'qub (Jacob)) and that which
has been given to Musa (Moses) and '/sa (Jesus), and that which has been
given to the Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any
of them, and to Him we have submitted (in Islam)."" (2, AI-Baqarah: 136)
Allah says:
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This means: "And Musa (Moses) said: "0 my people! If you have believed
in Allah, then put your trust in Him if you are Muslims (those who submit
to Allah 's Will)." (1 0, Yunus: 84)
Allah says :
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This means: "Verily, We did send down the Tawrah {Torah) [to Musa
(Moses)], therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, who
submitted themselves to Allah's Will, judged the Jews." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 44)
Yusuf says in the Holy Qur'an:
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• Islam is the religion of instinct.
• All messengers regarded each other as true in their propagation.
Moses and Jesus gave the good tidings of Muhammad' s
propagation.
• Belief in all prophets without exception is a pillar of faith.
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This means: "Cause me to die as a Muslim (the one submitting to Your
Will), and join me with the righteous." (12, Yusuf: 101)
The Prophet Nuh says in the Qur'an:
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This means: "But if you turn away [from accepting my doctrine of Islamic
Monotheism, i.e. to worship none but Allah], then no reward have I asked
of you, my reward is only from Allah, and I have been commanded to be
one of the Muslims (those who submit to Allah's Will)." (10, Yunus: 72)
In his letter to Balqis, Solomon says:
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This means: "Be you not exalted against me, but come to me as Muslims
(true believers who submit to Allah with full submission)." (27, An-Naml:
31)
Balqis embraced Islam. She says in the Holy Qur'an :
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This means: "My Lordi Verily, I have wronged myself, and I submit (in
Islam, together with Sulayman (Solomon), to Allah, the Lord of the 'Aiamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists)." (27, An-Naml: 44)
Allah says:
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This means: "So set you (0 Muhammad SAW) your face towards the
religion of pure Islamic Monotheism Hanifa (worship none but Allah Alone)
Allah's Fitrah (i.e. Allah's Islamic Monotheism), with which He has created
mankind. No change let there be in Khalq-illah (i.e. the Religion of Allah
Islamic Monotheism), that is the straight religion, but most of men know
not." (13, Ar-Rum: 30)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Every child is born with a true faith of Islam (i.e., to worship none but
Allah Alone) and his parents convert him to Judaism, Christianity, or
Magianism." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
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• Belief in Muhammad's Prophethood is half of the Is1amic creed
"There is no deity worthy of worship but Allah, and Muhammad is
the Prophet of Allah". 18

in the Last Day:
• Death is a decree of Allah since eternity, and could not happen in
advance or even be postponed, and Allah only knows when it wil1
occur. 19

18

Giving glad tidings of the coming of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) in the previous Revealed Books:

Allah says:
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This means: "And (remember) when Allah took the Covenant of the
Prophets, saying: "Take whatever I gave you from the Book and Hikmah
(understanding of the Laws of Allah, etc.), and afterwards there will come
to you a Messenger (Muhammad SAW) confirming what is with you; you
must, then, believe in him and help him." Allah said: "Do you agree (to it)
and will you take up My Covenant (which I conclude with you)?" They said:
"We agree." He said: "Then bear witness; and I am with you among the
witnesses (for this)."" (3, AI-'/mran: 81)
Allah says:
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This means: "Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can
neither read nor write (i.e. Muhammad SAW) whom they find written with
them in the Tawrah (Torah) and the lnjeel (Gospel)." (7, Al-A ·raf: 157)

Allah says:
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This means: 11And (remember) when '/sa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary),
said: "0 Children of Israel! I am the Messenger of Allah unto you
confirming the Tawrah [(Torah) which came] before me, and giving glad
tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad."
(61, As-Saff: 6)
19

Death is a decree of Allah:

Allah says:
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• The Barzakh life is the period of waiting until the Hour comes, it
begins with the questions of the two Angels according to which the
torture or bliss of the tomb will be determined. 20
• Belief in the Hour includes the belief in its major and minor signs
which the Prophet noted such as corruption and the change of
people' s conditions.

This means: "He it is Who has created you from clay, and then has
decreed a stated term (for you to die). And there is with Him another
determined term (for you to be resurrected)." (6, AI An ·am: 2)
Allah says:
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This means: "Wheresoever you may be, death will overtake you even if
you are in fortresses built up strong and high!" (4, An-Nisa': 78)
Allah says:
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This means: "And if Allah were to seize mankind for their wrong-doing, He
would not leave on it (the earth) a single moving (living) creature, but He
postpones them for an appointed term and when their term comes, neither
can they delay nor can they advance it an hour (or a moment)."
(16, An-Nahl: 61)
Allah says:
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This means: "And no person knows in what land he will die."
(31, Luqman: 34)
20

The torture of the grave:

Allah says:
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This means: "While an evil torment encompassed Fir'awn 's (Pharaoh)
people. The Fire; they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon, and on the
Day when the Hour will be established (it will be said to the angels):
"Cause Fir'awn's (Pharaoh) people to enter the severest torment!""
(40, Ghafir: 45- 46)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When anyone of you dies, he is shown his place both in the morning and
in the evening. If he is one of the people of Paradise; he is shown his place
in it, and if he is of the people of the Hell-Fire; he is shown his place
therein. Then, it is said to him, 'This is your place till Allah resurrect you
on the Day of Resurrection."' (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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• No one but Allah knows the time of the Hour. 21

21

The Hour:

Allah says:
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This means: "Verily, the Hour (Day of Judgement) is surely coming, therein
is no doubt" (40, Ghafir: 59)
Allah says:
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This means: "And what can make you know that perhaps the Hour is close
at hand? Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, while those who
believe are fearful of it, and know that it is the very truth. Verily, those who
dispute concerning the Hour are certainly in error far away."
(42, Ash-Shura: 17- 18)
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This means: "They ask you about the Hour (Day of Resurrection): "When
will be its appointed time?" Say: "The knowledge thereof is with my Lord
(Alone). None can reveal its time but He. Heavy is its burden through the
heavens and the earth. It shall not come upon you except all of a sudden."
They ask you as if you have a good knowledge of it. Say: "The knowledge
thereof is with Allah (Alone) but most of mankind know not.""
(7, Al-A 'raf: 187)
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him ) said:
"My advent and the advent of the Day of Judgment are placed together as
my two fingers." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
There are more proofs in the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah :
The great signs of the Hour:
Allah says:
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the heaven is split asunder." (84, Al-lnshiqaq: 1)
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the heaven is cleft asunder." (82, Al-lnfitar: 1)

Allah says:

This means:
Allah says:
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This means: "When the sun Kuwwirat (wound round and lost its light). And
when the stars shall be turbid." (81, At-Takwir: 1- 2)
Allah says:
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• Then comes the blow of stunning and the blow of resurrection,
when everybody will be resurrected for reckoning.
• Then people are mustered to the ever greatest situation (the Day of
22
Ruling).
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This means:
And when
(82, Al-lnfitar: 2)

the plants

have

fallen

and scattered."

Allah says:
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This means: "And when the seas are burst forth." (82, Al-lnfitar: 3)

Allah says:

This means: "And
(81, At-Takwir: 11)
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shall be stripped off."

heaven

Allah says:
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This means: "And (remember) the Day when We shall roll up the heavens
like a scroll rolled up for books." (21, AI-Anbiya': 104)
Allah says:
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This means: "Then when the heaven is rent asunder, and it becomes rosy
or red like red-oil, or red hide." (55, Ar-Rahman: 37)
Allah says:
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This means: "And when the Word (of torment) is fulfilled against them, We
shall bring out from the earth a beast to them, which will speak to them."
(27, An-Namt: 82)
Allah says:
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This means: "Until, when YaJuj and MaJuj (Gog and Magog) are let loose
(from their barrier), and they swiftly swarm from every mound."
(21, AI-Anbiya': 96)
22

The blow and resurrection:

Allah says:
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This means: "And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the
heavens and all who are on the earth will swoon away, except him whom
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• In the Day of Ruling, people will be exposed to the greatest fright
which will be increased or mitigated according to their balance of
deeds.
• Everyone will see his balance of good and bad deeds, as they will
be weighed with a balance unknown to us. 23

Allah wills. Then it will be blown a second time and behold, they will be
standing, looking on (waiting)." (39, Az-Zumar: 68)
Allah says:
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This means: "That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups that they
may be shown their deeds." (99, Az-Zalzalah: 6)
Allah says:
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This means: "And when the graves are turned upside down (and they
bring out their contents). (Then) a person will know what he has sent
forward and (what he has) left behind (of good or bad deeds)."
(82, Al-lnfitar: 4 - 5)
Allah says:
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This means: "Knows he not that when the contents of the graves are
brought out and poured forth (all mankind is resurrected)."
(100, AI· 'Adiyat: 9)
Allah says:
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This means: "It is a Day whereon mankind will be like moths scattered
about." (101, AI-Qari'ah: 4)
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The Reckoning:

Allah says:
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This means: "And We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything. And if there
be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it And Sufficient are We as
Reckoners." (21, AI-Anbiya': 47)
Allah says:
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• All people after that will be pushed to the bridge (Sirat) that spans
the Hell-fire. Those whose bad deeds overweigh the good ones will
fall in Hell, e.g. disbelievers and polytheists, whereas the obedient
24
benevolent believers will be rescued to the eternal paradise.
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This means: 01And the weighing on that day (Day of Resurrection) will be
the true (weighing). So as for those whose scale (of good deeds) will be
heavy, they will be the successful (by entering Paradise). And as for those
whose scale will be light, they are those who will lose their ownselves (by
entering Hell) because they denied and rejected Our Ayat (proofs,
evidences, verses, lessons, stgns, revelations, etc.)." (7, Al-A ·raf: 8- 9)
Allah says:
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This means: "So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom (or
a small ant), shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal to the weight of
an atom (or a small ant), shall see it. 11 (99, Az-Zalzalah: 7- 8)
24

The bridge (Sirat):

Allah says:
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This means: There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell); this is
with your Lord; a Decree which must be accomplished. Then We shall save
those who used to fear Allah and were dutiful to Him. And We shall leave
the Zhalimun (polytheists and wrongdoers, etc.) therein (humbled) to their
knees (in Hell)." (19, Maryam: 71- 72)
Paradise and Hell:
Allah says:
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This means: "Whosoever does an evil deed, will not be requited except the
like thereof, and whosoever does a righteous deed, whether male or
female and is a true believer (in the Oneness of Allah), such will enter
Paradise, where they will be provided therein (with all things in
abundance) without limit." (40, Ghafir: 40)
Allah says:
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Belief in Destiny:
• Destiny is the wel1-contrived system set by Al1ah for the universe,
and then He commands its action without any restraints,
coincidence or luck; according to His measures.
• Man's freedom does not contradict Allah's destiny concerning
taking decisions and attitudes prone to be questioned and judged, as
long as they are his choice. 25

This means: "And those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in groups,
till, when they reach it, the gates thereof will be opened (suddenly like a
prison at the arrival of the prisoners). And its keepers will say, "Did not the
Messengers come to you from yourselves, reciting to you the Verses of
your Lord, and warning you of the Meeting of this Day of yours?" They will
say: "Yes, but the Word of torment has been justified against the
disbelievers/" It will be said (to them): "Enter you the gates of Hell, to
abide therein. And (indeed) what an evil abode of the arrogant!" And those
who kept their duty to their Lord will be led to Paradise in groups."
(39, Az-Zumar: 71 - 73)
There are other proofs in the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah.
25

Destiny:

Allah says:
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This means: "No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but is
inscribed in the Book of Decrees (AI-Lawh AI-Mahfuz), before We bring it
into existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah. (57, AI-Hadid: 22)
77

Allah says:

(o \ :~.,:Jl) (w~):..ll ~~ ~~ ~j L~"j.. :jA uJ All\~ Lo ~l'-iu:oi J JiJ.l
This means: "Say: "Nothing shall ever happen to us except what Allah has
ordained for us. He is our Maw/a (Lord, Helper and Protector)." And in
Allah let the believers put their trust. 77 (9, At-Tawbah: 51)
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This means: Then after the distress, He sent down security for you.
Slumber overtook a party of you, while another party was thinking about
themselves (as how to save their ownselves, ignoring the others and the
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• Belief in Allah 's destiny does not contradict the necessity to take
mundane procedures as well as to resort to supplication as a means
of gaining more of Allah's grace and mitigating His predestined
trials that will afflict a person. 26
• Belief in the unseen as shown by Allah in His Holy Book entails the
submission to all that He constitutes, whether pertaining to the
Divine Entity, angels, prophets, messages, or the Last Day.
• Belief in the unseen elevates the human being from the animal level
of sensory understanding to the intellectual understanding and a
broader perception of the whole existence.27

Prophet SAW) and thought wrongly of Allah - the thought of ignorance.
They said, "Have we any part in the affair?" Say you (0 Muhammad SAW):
"Indeed the affair belongs wholly to Allah." They hide within themselves
what they dare not reveal to you, saying: "If we had anything to do with the
affair, none of us would have been killed here." Say: Even if you had
remained in your homes, those for whom death was decreed would
certainly have gone forth to the place of their death." (3, AI-"lmran: 154)
Advising Ibn "Abbas, when he was a child, the Prophet (peace be upon him)
said :
"Remember that if all the people desire to benefit you, they will be unable
to bestow anything upon you except that which Allah has preordained (for
you), and if all of them agree to do you harm, they will not be able to afflict
you with anything except that which Allah has predestined against you.
The pens have been lifted and put aside and the ink of the book of
predestination has dried up." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
26

Following mundane procedures and supplicating to Allah:

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"If you get wind breaking out plague in a land do not enter it, and if it
appears in land in which you happen to be, do not leave it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said:
"Caution does not prevent destiny. Yet, invocation benefits (a Muslim)
concerning (the preordained things) that happened or not. So, adhere to
invocation, servants of Allah." (Reported by Ahmad)
27

Believing in the unseen:

Allah says:
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Acts that nullify faith:
•

Some of these acts are offering oblation and sacrifices at the tombs
of the righteous patrons of Allah and others, supplicating Allah

through them, seeking their intercession, circumambulating around
their tombs, and wiping them to seek blessing. 28

This means: "Who believe in the Ghayb and perform As-Salah (lqamat-asSalah), and spend out of what We have provided for them (i.e. give Zakah,
spend on themselves, their parents, their children, their wives, etc., and
also give charity to the poor and also in Allah's Cause - Jihad)."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 3)
28

Nullifiers of faith:

Glorifying tombs and the dead:

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Beware of those who preceded you and used to take the graves of their
prophets and righteous men as places of worship, but you must not take
graves as mosques; I forbid you to do that." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said:
"May Allah's Curse be on the Jews and the Christians for they built places
of worship at the graves of their prophets."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"You should neither sit on the graves nor pray with your faces directed
towards them." (Reported by Muslim)
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) cursed women who visit graves,
those who build mosques over them and erect lamps (there)."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) has forbidden the graves to be
plastered or to be used as sitting places (for the people), or a building
should be erected over them." (Reported by Muslim)
Abu AI-Hayyaj AI-Asadi narrated that 'Ali Ibn Abi Talib said to him, " Should I not
send you on the same mission as Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him)
sent me? Do not leave an image without obliterating it, or a high grave without
levelling lt." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Do not make your houses graves, and do not make my grave a place of
festivity. But invoke blessings on me, for your blessings reach me
wherever you may be." (Reported by Abu Dawud and Ahmad)
Sacrificing for the sake of other than Allah:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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Denying Qur'anic texts and authentic Hadiths, or refusing to apply
the clear-cut rulings extracted from them.

•

Claiming the knowledge of the unseen, and believing in astrology

and fortunc-te11ing.29
•

Practicing sorcery and prestidigitation; making and hanging
amulets and believing in bad omens.30

"Allah cursed him who sacrificed for anyone besides Allah."
(Reported by Muslim)
29

Astrology:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone acquires any knowledge of astrology, he acquires a branch of
magic." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Fortune-telling:
Allah says:
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This means: "And with Him are the keys of the Ghayb (all that is hidden),
none knows them but He." (6, Al-An ·am: 59)
Allah says:
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This means: "(He Alone) the All-Knower of the Ghayb (unseen), and He
reveals to none His Ghayb (unseen)." (72, AI-Jinn: 26)
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This means: "If I had the knowledge of the Ghayb (unseen), I should have
secured for myself an abundance of wealth, and no evil should have
touched me. I am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings unto people
who believe." (7, Al-A ·raf: 188)
There are other verses in the Holy Qur'an concerning this matter.

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"He who goes to a fortune-teller and believes him, his prayers will not be
accepted for forty days." (Reported by Muslim)
30

Amulets and seeking refuge with other than Qur'an and Sunnah:

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Spells, charms, and love potions are polytheism."
(Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud)
Magic:
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2-2 Comparative religion
•

All inspired holy messages were originally one message: "Allah is
One without any associate", One who has not begotten and has not
been begotten.

•

Reason for deviation of faiths: the intervention of human beings like
priests, clergy, statesmen and leaders who strive to change what
Allah has revealed to His prophets.

•

Polytheistic faiths have one or more of the following manifestations:
i)

Associating other than Allah in worship

ii)

Attributing a son or wife to Allah

iii) Considering Allah as of two or three personal subjects with
different names

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace
be upon him) said:
"Avoid the seven deadly things. It was said: What are they, Messenger of
Allah? He replied: Associating anything with Allah, practicing sorcery,
killing one whom Allah has declared inviolable without a just cause,
devouring the property of an orphan, devouring usury, fleeing from the
battle-field, and accusing the pious women with adultery.
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Pessimism:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There is no 'Adwa, nor Tiyarah (bad omen), nor Hamah, nor Safar."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
[Hamah is a bird which the Arabs used to believe to come out of the head of the
murdered person and ask for revenge.The Arabs of Jahi~iyyah used to consider
the lunar month, Safar, as an evil omen].
The Prophet (peace be upon him} said, when omens were mentioned in his
presence:
"The best type is the good omen. A Muslim should not refrain from
anything because of an omen. When any of you sees anything which he
dislikes, he should say: 0 Allah You Alone brings good things, You Alone
avert evil things, and there is no might or power but in Allah . "
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
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iv) Hallowing and deifying human prophets and other good
men
v)

Worshipping idols, pictures, or material icons

vi) Considering the clergy, leaders, distinguished sects or
groups as sacrosanct
vii) Modifying revealed texts by human hands, or hallowing
human texts
viii) Claiming the death of the worshipped god, his resurrection
from grave, and ascension to heavens as an expiation for
the human sins. 31

31

Faiths of polytheism:

Associating other than Allah in worship:
Allah says:

('. '\ :U....-':1) (~~ ~J ~l ~ ~jSi ~~ L.j)
This means: "And most of them believe not in Allah except that they
attribute partners unto Him [i.e. they are Mushrikun - polytheists]."
(12, Yusuf: 106)
Allah says:
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This means: "And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not,
nor profit them, and they say: "These are our intercessors with Allah."
Say: "Do you inform Allah of that which He knows not in the heavens and
on the earth?" Glorified and Exalted be He above all that which they
associate as partners with Him!" (10, Yunus: 18)
Allah says:

(V' :~\) (.H_~ ~ ~ L.j ~ ~ ~ ~ L.j La~~ J~ ;,.l t:. ~~ ~Jj ~ ~.J~Jfo
This means: "And they worship besides Allah others for which He has sent
down no authority, and of which they have no knowledge and for the
Zhalimun (wrong-doers, polytheists and disbelievers in the Oneness of
Allah) there is no helper." (22, AI-Hajj: 71)
Allah says:
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This means: 11And they (disbelievers, polytheists, etc.) worship besides
Allah, that which can neither profit them nor harm them, and the
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Hinduism:
i)

CalJing to Divine Trinity: Brahma as the creator, Vishnu the
protector of the creation, and Shiva the annihilator and resurrector

ii) Claming the deity has a son called Krishna
iii) Believing in the crucifixion and resurrection of Krishna
iv) Considering the priests (Brahmas) to speak on behalf of God, and
adopting a caste system; at the top is the Barahamas and the
bottom are the non-caste Hindu (pariahs)
v) Believing in the Deity's embodiment in hallowed animals, like
cows, to be worshipped
vi)Calling to the reincarnation of spirits among living beings and, thus,
denying the idea of the Last Day and recompense.
The Sikh creed is similar to Hinduism except that it calls to the
Oneness of God, besides the unity under His sovereignty.

Buddhism:
i) Ignoring the creator or denying his existence
ii) Worshipping Buddha (Mahawira) and hallowing his statue
iii) Believing in the birth of Buddha without a father on 25 December
iv) Believing in the death of Buddha and his resurrection
v) Denying the idea of the Last Day and recompense

disbeliever is ever a
(25, AI-Furqan: 55)

helper (of the

Satan)

against

his

Lord."
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vi) Calling for reaching the state of Nirvana (brightness) through
austerity, monasticism, and enjoying pain

Magianism:
i)

Dual God, the god of evil and darkness and the god of goodness
and light, is the essence of this contrived religion

ii) Worship of fire
iii) The priests' monopoly of knowledge, hallowing them, and
adopting the class system

Judaism:
i) There are many deities that are considered to be the sons and
relatives of the Deity.
ii) Conceptualizing Allah in the form of a human being (Adam)
iii) The Deity's care is restricted to the progeny of Israel.
iv) Attributing the rank ofprophethood to their priests and rabbis
v) Believing that the jews are the selected nation of Allah
vi) Negating the idea of Judgement and the Last Day
vii) Following the teachings of Tawrah (The Old Testament for
Christians) which includes history, tradition, and views of priests,
judges, and kings, as well as folkloric songs. It was written down
gradually throughout hundreds of years after Moses' death, and
the same for the Talmud which was written by priests.

Christianity:
i)

Deifying Jesus

.J~Tr~~\.. Teach Yourself Islam
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ii) Considering Jesus the son of Allah
iii) Believing in the Divine Trinity which has different forms
in the Christian sects
iv) Believing in the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus
v)

Believing in mankind salvation from the original sm
perpetrated by Adam through Jesus' crucifixion

vi) Having faith in the infallibility of the church which has the
power to speak, legislate, and forgive on behalf of Allah
vii) Hallowing the pictures and statues of Jesus, Virgin Mary,
and the Cross
viii)Following the teachings of the Old Testament, and the
New Testament which is composed of four bibles written
by Matthews, Mark, Luke and John, and which cites Jesus
biography, in addition to the letters and prophecies of his
disciples written down after his death and all were claimed
as words of Allah32

32

Affiliating a son or a wife to Allah:

Allah says:
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This means: "Yet, they join the jinns as partners in worship with Allah,
though He has created them (the jinns), and they attribute falsely without
knowledge sons and daughters to Him. Be He Glorified and Exalted above
(all) that they attribute to Him." (6, AI-An'am: 100)
Allah says:
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This means: "And they (Jews, Christians and pagans) say: Allah has
begotten a son (children or offspring). Glory be to Him (Exalted be He
above all that they associate with Him). Nay, to Him belongs all that is in
the heavens and on earth, and all surrender with obedience (in worship) to
Him." (2, AI-Baqarah: 116)
Allah says:
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This means: "And the Jews say: 'Uzayr (Ezra) is the son of Allah, and the
Christians say: Messiah is the son of Allah. That is a saying from their
mouths. They imitate the saying of the disbelievers of old. Allah's Curse be
on them, how they are deluded away from the truth!" (9, At-Tawbah: 30)
Allah says:
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This means: "They (Jews, Christians and pagans) say: "Allah has begotten
a son (children)." Glory be to Him! He is Rich (Free of all wants). His is all
that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. No warrant you have for
this. Do you say against Allah what you know not." (10, Yunus: 68)
Allah says:
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This means: "Verily, it is of their falsehood that they (Quraysh pagans)
say: Allah has begotten offspring or children (i.e. angels are the daughters
of Allah)?" And, verily, they are liars!" (37, As-Saffat: 151- 152)
Considering Allah as one of two or three subjects with different names:
Allah says:
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This means: "Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allah is the third of
the three (in a Trinity)." But there is no ilah (god) (none who has the right
to be worshipped) but One llah (God -Allah)." (5, Al-Ma'idah: 73)
Allah says:
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This means: "0 people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Do not
exceed the limits in your religion, nor say of Allah aught but the truth. The
Messiah '/sa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), was (no more than) a
Messenger of Allah and His Word, ("Be!"- and he was) which He bestowed
on Maryam (Mary) and a spirit (Ruh) created by Him; so believe in Allah
and His Messengers. Say not: "Three (trinity)!" Cease! (it is) better for you.
For Allah is (the only) One llah (God), Glory be to Him (Far Exalted is He)
above having a son. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that
is in the earth. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs. "
(4, An-Nis': 171)
Allah says:
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This means: "And Allah said (0 mankind!): "Take not ilahayn (two gods in
worship, etc.). Verily, He (Allah) is (the) only One llah (God). Then, fear Me
(Allah SWTJ much [and Me (Alone), i.e. be away from all kinds of sins and
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evil deeds that Allah has forbidden and do all that Allah has ordained and
worship none but Allah]." (16, An-Nahl: 51)
Deifying people:
Allah says:
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This means: " They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their monks
to be their lords besides Allah (by obeying them in things which they made
lawful or unlawful according to their own desires without being ordered by
Allah), and (they also took as their Lord) Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary),
while they (Jews and Christians) were commanded [in the Tawrah (Torah)
and the lnjeel (Gospel)) to worship none but One 1/ah (God- Allah) La ilaha
ilia Huwa (none has the rif!ht to be worshipped but He). Praise and glory be
to Him, (far above is He) from having the partners they associate (with
Him)." (9, At-Tawbah: 31)
Allah says:
(' v :oJJL..ll)
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This means: " Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the
Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary)." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 17)
Allah says:
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This means: " Surely, they have disbelieved who say: "Allah is the Messiah
['/sa (Jesus)}, son of Maryam (Mary)." But the Messiah ['/sa (Jesus)} said:
"0 Children of Israel! Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. ""
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 72)
Allah says:
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This means: "And (remember) when Allah will sar (on the Day of
Resurrection): "0 '/sa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary) Did you say unto
men: Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah?'" He will
say: "Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what I had no right (to say).
Had I said such a thing, You would surely have known it. You know what is
in my inner-self though I do not know what is in Yours, truly, You, only
You, are the All-Knower of all that is hidden and unseen.""
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 116)
Modifying the revealed texts:
Allah says:
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This means: "Do you (faithful believers) covet that they will believe in your
religion in spite of the fact that a party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to
hear the Word of Allah (the Tawrah (Torah)) then they used to change it
knowingly after they understood it?" (2, A/-Baqarah: 75)
Allah says:

(' V'\ :o.AJI)
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This means: "That is because Allah has sent down the Book (the Qur'an) in
truth. And verily, those who disputed as regards the Book are far away in
opposition." (2, AI-Baqarah: 176)
Allah says:
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This means: "And verily, among them is a party who distort the Book with
their tongues (as they read), so that you may think it is from the Book, but
it is not from the Book, and they say: "This is from Allah," but it is not from
Allah; and they speak a lie against Allah while they know it."
(3, AI-'lmran: 78)
Allah says:
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This means: "All food was lawful to the Children of Israel, except what
Israel made unlawful for himself before the Tawrah (Torah) was revealed.
Say (0 Muhammad SAW): "Bring here the Tawrah (Torah) and recite it, if
you are truthful." (3, AI-'lmran: 93)
Allah says:
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This means: u(And remember) when Allah took a covenant from those who
were given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) to make it (the news of the
coming of Prophet Muhammad SAW and the religious knowledge) known
and clear to mankind, and not to hide it, but they threw it away behind their
backs, and purchased with it some miserable gain! And indeed worst is
that which they bought." (3, AI-'lmran: 187)
Allah says:
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This means: "And of the Jews are men who listen much and eagerly to lies
- listen to others who have not come to you. They change the words from
their places." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 41)
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Exercises
Pillars of faith
l. What are the pillars of the Muslim faith?
2. What proves the existence of Allah, and His Oneness?
3. What is the difference between the concepts of Godhood and
Divinity~

4. What does belief in the Oneness of Allah require one to do?
5. How can the Muslim understand the Attributes of Allah as
expressed in the Qur'an?
6. Mention some of the characteristics of the angels.
7. Mention four Revealed Books other than the Qur' an.
8. Which of the Revealed Books has its text been preserved since its
revelation until the present day?
9. What is the difference between a prophet and a messenger?
10. Who are the messengers who were endowed with resolve?
11. Can anyone other than the prophets be described as perfect human
being?
12. What is the miracle of Islam? What is the difference between this
miracle and others brought forth by the previous messengers?
13. What is the bridge over Hell?

Alleged crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus:
Allah says:
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This means: "And because of their saying (in boast), "We killed Messiah
'/sa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), the Messenger of Allah," - but they
killed him not, nor crucified him, but the resemblance of '/sa (Jesus) was
put over another man (and they killed that man), and those who differ
therein are full of doubts. They have no (certain) knowledge, they follow
nothing but conjecture. For surely; they killed him not [i.e. '/sa (Jesus), son
of Maryam (Mary): But Allah raised him ['/sa (Jesus)] up unto Himself. And
Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise." (4, An-Nisa': 157- 158)
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14. What are the differences between the minor and major signs of the
Hour?
15. List in order the events of the Day of Resurrection.
16. How can the belief in the unseen be realized?
17. Mention some types of false beliefs and practices, by some
ignorant Muslims, that nullify faith.
18. What is the ruling of Islam concerning those who deny: a) a
Qur'anic text or an authentic Hadith; b) the application of a clearcut Shari'ah rule?

Comparative religion
1. What combines all the revealed messages in their original form?
2. What are the reasons for the deviation of beliefs?
3. Mention six of the features of deviation, which are common among
the creeds that are not monotheistic.
4. Mention in brief the main deviations in each of: Hinduism,
Buddhism, Magianism, Judaism, and Christianity.
5.

What beliefs do the following have in common: Hinduism,
Buddhism, Magianism, Judaism, and Christianity?

UNIT3

WORSHIP
3-1 Purification
•

Purification is obligatory in the Qur'an and Sunnah. It means to be
purified from any filth, i.e. dirt that accumulates on the whole body,
clothing, and the ground used for prayer; as well as to be purified by
performing ablution in order to attain a state of ritual purity.

•

Purification is attained by means of clean water that has not been
mixed with anything impure. In the absence of water, pure soil
(earth) can be used.

·•

Purification is nullified by anything that is emitted from the private
parts (feces and urine), animal urine and stool, blood, pus, vomit,
and dead body, and untanned animal skins or hides. 1

•

The good manners of relieving oneself are avoiding public places
and water supplies, screening oneself, avoiding speaking throughout

1

Purification is obligatory:
Allah says:

(' :o.l.iWI) (l_,~ti ~ ~ ul:,)
This means: "And if you are in a state of Janabah (i.e. had a sexual
discharge), purify yourself (bathe your whole body)." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 6)
Allah says:
( t : Ji..wll) ( /ii..i ~~:,)
This means: "And your garments purify/" (74, AI-Muddathir: 4)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Cleanliness is half of the faith." (Reported by Muslim)
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the process, avoiding carrying anything that bears Allah's Name,
and doing one's best to not face the Qiblah. 2
•

Cleansing oneself after defecation: 3 water is the most preferable
means for doing this. The left hand is to be used, and a certain
invocation should be said after leaving that place. Whenever the
Prophet (peace be upon him) would come out of the privy, he would
say: Grant me Your forgiveness.

2

The conventional rules of going to the toilet:
Avoiding public places and not speaking with others:
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"When two persons go together for relieving themselves uncovering their
private parts and talking together, Allah, the Great and Majestic, becomes
wrathful at this (action)." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Avoiding public places and water supplies:
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Be on your guard against three things which provoke cursing: easing in
the watering places, on the thoroughfares, and in the shade (of the tree)."
(Reported by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah)
Not to bear anything that has the Name of Allah written in it:
Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"When the Prophet (peace be upon him) entered the privy, he removed his
ring." (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi)
Avoiding facing the Qiblah:
"It was said to Salman: Your Prophet teaches you everything, even about
excrement. He replied: Yes. He has forbidden us to face the Qiblah at the
time of easing or urinating."
(Reported by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, and Abu Dawud)
3

Cleaning oneself after defecation:
Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) entered an enclosure while a
servant was following him with a jar of water and he was the youngest
amongst us and he placed it by the side of a lote-tree. When the
Messenger of Allah, (peace be upon him) relieved himself, he came out
and had cleansed himself with water. (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Cleaning oneself after defecation should be with the left hand:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"None of you should hold penis with his right hand while urinating, or wipe
himself with his right hand in privacy."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Ablution is a necessary condition for a valid prayer because there
is great blessings in it.
The obligatory elements of ablution are to have a sincere intention,

to wash one's face, to wash the two anns up to, and including, the
elbows, to wipe one' s head, to wash one's feet up to, and including,
the ankles, and to pay attention to the order of the elements of
ablution (for Hanbali and Shafi'i Schools) and incessancy (for
Hanbali and Maliki Schools). 4
•

The Sunnah acts when performing ablution are:
a) To mention Allah's Name.

4

Performing ablution for prayer:
Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe/ When you intend to offer As-Sa/ah (the
prayer), wash your faces and your hands (forearms) up to the elbows, rub
(by passing wet hands over) your heads, and (wash) your feet up to
ankles." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 6)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The key of prayer is purification." (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah does not accept prayer without purification." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah does not accept prayer of anyone of you if he does Hadath (passes
wind, urine, or feces) till he performs the ablution (anew)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The merits of performing ablution:
Allah 's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
" Should not I lead you to something by which Allah obliterates the sins
and elevates (your) ranks? They said : Yes, Allah's Messenger (with great
pleasure). He said: Performing proper ablution despite unfavorable
conditions, frequently going to the mosque, and waiting for the next prayer
after performing the due one. That is the (real) dedication (to the acts of
devotion)." (Reported by Muslim)
Obligatory integrals of ablution:
Proofs from the Holy Qur'an: (see Performing ablution for prayer)
Arrangement: It is referred to in the above-mentioned verse .
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b) To wash the two hands.
c) To rinse the mouth (obligatory for Hanbali and Shafi' i Schools)
and bn1sh one's teeth using a tooth-stick.
d) To sniff(obligatory for Hanbali and Shafi' i Schools) and
inhalate water, followed by blowing it out.
e) To wipe the ears inside and outside.
f) To start from the right-hand side.
g) To wash three times.
h) To let the water reach between the fingers and toes.
i) To start wiping the head from the forehead.
j) To wash .more than what is obligatory of the face, hands, and
feet.
k) to soak the hair of the beard with water.
1) to conclude ablution by saying a certain invocation. 5

5

The Sunnahs of performing ablution:
Washing the two hands:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"When anyone amongst you wakes up from sleep, he must not put his
hand in the utensil till he has washed it (his hand) three times, for he does
not know where his hand was during the night." (Reported by Muslim)
Siwak:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Had not I find it hard for my people, I would have commanded them to use
the Siwak (tooth-stick] before every prayer."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Rinsing the mouth:
' Abdu Khayr narrated:
"Ali came upon us and he had already offered prayer. He asked for water.
We asked: What will you do with water when you have already offered
prayer? - Perhaps to teach us. A utensil containing water and a wash-basin
were brought (to him). He poured water from the utensil on his right hand
and washed both his hands three times, rinsed the mouth, snuffed up
water and cleansed the nose three times. He then rinsed the mouth and
snuffed up water with the same hand by which he took water."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
Snuffing up the nose:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Snuff up water freely unless you are fasting."
(Reported by An-Nasa'i, Abu Dawud, and At-Tirmidhi)
Starting with the right organ:
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
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It is offensive to waste water, exceed three times, leave out one of
the acts of the Sunnah, and carry out the ablution in an impure
place. 6

"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) loved to start from the righthand side for performing ablution, for combing (the hair) and wearing the
shoes." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
' A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"The Prophet used to like to start from the right side on wearing shoes,
combing his hair, and cleaning or washing himself and on doing anything
else." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Penetrating the beard with water:
Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Whenever the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) performed
ablution, he took a handful of water, and, putting it under his chin, made it
go through his beard, saying: Thus did my Lord command me."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
Letting water reach between fingers:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If you perform ablution, cleanse the base of the fingers of your hands and
feet." (Reported by At-Tirm idhi)
Washing more than what is obligatory of face, hand, and leg; by washing
above and down them:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"My people will be summoned on the Day of Resurrection with bright faces
and white hands and feet due to the traces of ablution. If anyone can
extend his brightness (bX letting water as · far as he can on the parts of
ablution), let him do so." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
6

Offensive acts of performing ablution:
To extravagantly use water:
Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) performed ablution with one
Mudd (a measure of two thirds of a liter, approx.). It may be less or more.)
and took bath with a Sa' (a measure equivalent to four Mudds; three liters,
approx.) up to five Mudds." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Exceeding three times:
'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr Ibn AI-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"A man came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and asked him:
Messenger of Allah, how is the ablution (to be performed)? He (the
Prophet) then called for water in a vessel and washed his hands up to the
wrists three times, then washed his face three times, and washed his
forearms three times. He then wiped his head and inserted both his index
fingers in his ear; he wiped the back of his ears with his thumbs and the
front of his ears with the index fingers. He then washed his feet three
times. Then he said: This is how ablution should be performed. If anyone
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Things that nullify one's ablution are anything that is emitted from
the genitals (feces, urine or wind), deep sleep in a lying position,
absence of mind because of fainting , diabetic coma, or temporary
insanity, and touching (of the skin) between members of the
opposite sex, lustfully or not (depending on the different Schools of
Jurisprudence).
It is praiseworthy to renew one's ablution before every prayer in

cases of incontinence of urine and constant menstruation. 7
•

Having a bath to completely purify oneself is obligatory for Junub
(being in a state of major ritual impurity) the cause of which is
sexual intercourse or the emission of semen, after the menstrual
period or post-natal bleeding has finished, and for a newly
converted Muslim.

•

Having a bath to completely purify oneself is praiseworthy, for
Friday Prayer (congregation), and when entering the state of ritual
consecration (Ihram), entering Makkah or standing on mount
'Arafat.

does more or less than this, he has done wrong and transgressed, or
(said) transgressed and done wrong." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
7

Nullifiers of ablution:
Anything that comes out of genitals:
Proofs from the Prophetic Hadiths: (see Performing ablution for prayer)
Deep sleep:
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"The eyes are the leather strap of the anus (i.e., one can avoid anything
that nullifies his ablution as long as he is awake), so one who sleeps
should perform ablution." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Touchin one's sexual or an:
The Prophet pace be upon him) said:
"He who touches his penis should not pray until he performs ablution."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The ablution of a woman in a state of incessant menstruation:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Fatimah Bint Abi Hubaysh:
"Then take a bath and then perform ablution for every prayer and pray."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Incontinence of urine: The same ruling of the state of incessant menstruation
is applied here.
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In order to be considered completely pure, one must wash the
whole body with water, rubbing whenever necessary to remove
impurities, letting the water reach and penetrate every part between
the fingers and toes, hair, navel and so on.
The Sunnah actions concerning bathing:
a) Mentioning the Name of Allah.
b) Cleaning the two palms with water.
c) Cleaning any impurity.
d) Rinsing the mouth , inhaling the water, and cleaning the ears
internally.
e) Beginning with washing the organs of ablution except for the
legs.
It is offensive (when having a bath) to excessively waste water, use
stagnant water, or be in an impure or open place.8

8

Having purificatory bath:
Having a purificatory bath because of Janabah is obligatory:

Allah says:

(' :o~WI) ( I_,Jf,b\i ~ ;.ill w):,)
This means: "And if you are in a state of Janabh (i.e. had a sexual
discharge), purify yourself (bathe your whole body).,, (5, AI-Ma'idah: 6)
Allah says:
This means: "Nor when you are in a state of Janabah, (i.e. in a state of
sexual impurity and have not yet taken a bath) except when travelling on
the road (without enough water, or just passing through a mosque), till you
wash your whole body." (4, An-Nisa': 43)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When anyone sits amidst four parts (of the woman) and the (circumcised)
parts touch each other, a bath becomes obligatory."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Having a bath because of menstruation and after giving birth:
Allah says:

(~~)--T_e_a_c_h_Y_o_u_r_s_el_f_I_sl_a_m__________________________
•

While being in a state of Janabah, it is prohibited to recite Qur'an
or touch it, pray, or enter mosques unless being a wayfarer. 9

This means: "Therefore keep away from women during menses and go not
unto them till they are purified (from menses and have taken a bath)."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 222)

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said to Fatimah Bint Hubaysh:
"Remain away (from prayer) equal (to the length of time) that your menses
prevented you. After this (after the period of usual courses), bathe yourself
and offer prayer." {Reported by Muslim)
Newly converted Muslims:
It was narrated that: "the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) ordered
Thumamah AI-Hanafi, newly converted to Islam as he was, to have a
purificatory bath." {Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Desirable purificatory bath:
Friday:
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Taking a bath on Friday is essential for every adult person."
{Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Undesirable acts of having a purificatory bath:
To extravagantly use water:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to take a bath with a Sa' (a
measure equivalent to four Mudds, three liters approx.) (of water) and
perform ablution with a Mudd (A measure of two thirds of a liter of water,
approx.)." (Reported by Muslim)
Bathing in open places:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah is characterized by modesty and concealment. So, when any of you
washes, he should conceal himself." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
9

Things that a Junub should not do:
Reciting Qur'an:
'Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
"The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) came out from the privy and
taught us the Qur'an and ate meat with us. Nothing prevented him; or the
narrator said: Nothing prevented him from (reciting) the Qur'an except
sexual defilement." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Entering mosques and performing prayers:
Allah says:
•
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This means: "Approach not As-Salah (the prayer) when you are in a
drunken state until you know (the meaning) of what you utter, nor when
you are in a state of Janabah (i.e. in a state of sexual impurity and have not
yet taken a bath) except when travelling on the road (without enough
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•

It is lawful to make use of pure soil (Tayammum) instead of
performing ablution with water, if there is no water or if it might
cause harm.

•

To perform Tayammum, one must put one's hands onto clean soil
(dust) and then wipe the face and palms.

•

Tayammum is nullified in the same way as ablution with water, as
well as if water becomes available, or the reason for not using water
no longer exists.10

•

It is permitted to wipe over light leather socks or stockings on
condition that they are to be worn while one is ritually pure, i.e.
after the ablution or the purifying bath has been performed, they are
to be removed only to wash the feet, and the time for wiping over
the socks should not exceed a day and a night for the res~dent and

water, or just passing through a mosque), till you wash your whole body."
(4, An-Nisa': 43)
Touching the Qur'an:
Allah says:
(v-. : WI~I) (u_,~l 'i) 4~ ..-·) 'i)
This means: "Which (that Book with Allah) none can touch but the
fcurified."
(56, A!-Waqfah: 79)
0
Allah says:
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This means: "And if you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you comes after
answering the call of nature, or you have been in contact with women (by
sexual relations) and you find no water, perform Tayammum with clean
earth and rub therewith your faces and hands (Tayammum)."
(4, An-Nisa': 43)
' Ammar Ibn Yasir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"The Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) wiped with pure
earth (their hands and face) to offer the Dawn prayer in the company of the
Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him). They struck the ground with their
palms and wiped their faces once. Then they repeated and struck the
ground with their palms once again and wiped their arms completely up to
the shoulders and up to the armpits with the inner side of their hands."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
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three nights for the traveler and the socks should cover the feet and
the ankle and should not be transparent.
•

It is lawful to wipe over splints and bandages. 11

3-2 Prayers
•

11

Prayer is a continuous relation between a bondman and his Lord.

Ruling concerning wiping on the boots of light leather, and others that
take the same ruling:
A
different interpretation
of the verse:
(5,
AI-Ma'idah:
6)
is:
" .. .,rub (by passing wet hands over) your heads, and your feet...".
AI-Mughirah Ibn Shu' bah narrated:
"I poured water while the Prophet (peace be upon him) performed ablution
in the Battle of Tabuk. He wiped over the upper part of the socks and their
lower part." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
'Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stipulated (the upper limit)
of three days and three nights for a traveler and one day and one night for
the resident." (Reported by Muslim, Abu Dawud, and At-Tirmidhi)
·ubay Ibn ·umarah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"I asked: Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) may I wipe over the
socks? He replied: Yes. I asked: For one day? He replied: For one day. I
asked again: And for two days? He replied: For two days too. I asked
again: And for three days? He replied: Yes, as long as you wish."
(Reported by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah)
Boots of light leather (or stockings) should be worn after purification:
When AI-Mughirah Ibn Shu' bah stretched out his hand to take off the Prophet's
Khuff (leather socks) during performing Wudu', he said:
"Leave them. I put them on after performing Wudu'"
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
There is a fixed time for permitting wiping:
'Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stipulated (the upper limit)
of three days and three nights for a traveler and one day and one night for
the resident." (Reported by Muslim)
Wiping the splint:
Concerning the person who had his head wounded, washed it; and , accordingly,
died, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"It was sufficient for him to perform Tayammum, put a piece of cloth on his
wound, then wipe it, and wash the rest of his body."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
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Prayer prevents obscenity and rejuvenates a sense of piety to Allah.
It cultivates in a Muslim the spirit of community , brotherhood,
equality, and discipline. It is an ideal model for the Muslim nation
that should be led by their best in knowledge, jurisprudence and
morality.
•

Prayer is obligatory for every Muslim in its five specific times:
early morning (after dawn and before sunrise), noon, mid-afternoon,
sunset, and evening.

•

Prayer is the most preferred form of worship as it is the pillar of
religion. It is the first pillar of Islam after saying, "there is no god
but Allah and Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah." 12

12

Prayer is obligatory:
Allah says:

~ ~ts ;~\
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This means:
When you have finished As-Salah (the prayer congregational), remember Allah standing, sitting down, and lying down
on your sides, but when you are free from danger, perform As-Salah
(lqamat-as- Salah). Verily, the prayer is enjoined on the believers at fixed
hours. 11 (4, An-Nisa': 103)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Islam is raised on five pillars: The testification that there is no god but
Allah, that Muhammad is His bondsman and Messenger, the establishment
of prayer, the payment of Zakah [poor-due], the pilgrimage to the House of
Allah (Ka'bah), and fasting during Ramadan ."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The wisdom behind the prayer and the merits of it:
Allah says:
(to . :~_,p..ir.ll) (~lj F-t>.;iil ~ ~ ~~~ 0))
This means: "Verily, As-Salah (the prayer) prevents from AI-Fahsha' (i.e.
great sins of every kind, unlawful sexual intercourse, etc.) and AI-Munkar
(i.e. disbelief, polytheism, and every kind of evil wicked deed, etc.). 11 (29,
AI- 'Ankabut: 45)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

""~
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•

The Prophet's highly recommended prayers: some are confirmed
Sunnah and others are not. Besides, it is up to the i\-1uslim to
perform more voluntary prayers as he likes.

•

The prescribed prayers are obligatory for every sane, mature
Mus1im. Women must be free from menstruation and post-natal
bleeding in order to pray. 13

•

Conditions for a prayer to be performed correctly are:

"The principle of this matter is Islam, its hump is prayer, and its top is
Jihad." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily between man and polytheism and unbelief is the negligence of
prayer." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"I have been commanded to fight against people until they testify that
there is no god but Allah, that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,
perform prayers, and pay Zakah. If they do that, the protection of their
blood and property will be guaranteed by me, except when justified by law,
and their affairs (regarding truthfulness of faith) is decided by Allah."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"I said: 0 Messenger of Allah, which deed is the most beloved by Allah?
He said: Performing the prayer at its fixed time."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The similitude of the five prayers is like an overflowing river passing by
the gate of one of you in which he washes five times daily."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When the time for a prescribed prayer comes, if any Muslim performs
ablution well and offers his prayer with humility and bowing, it will be an
expiation for his past sins, so long as he has not committed a major sin;
and this applies to all times." (Reported by Muslim)
13

Woman should be free from menstruation and post-natal bleeding:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Fatimah Bint Hubaysh:
"When the blood of the menses comes, it is black blood which can be
recognized; so when that (i.e. black blood) comes, refrain from prayer; but
when a different type of blood comes, perform ablution and pray, for it is
(due only to) a vein." (Reported by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i)
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a) Purification of what makes it necessary to perform ablution, as
well as purification from Janabah (having sexual intercourse)
by bathing
b) Covering the private parts of the body: from the navel to the
knee for men, and the whole body excluding the face and the
two hands for women
c) Facing the direction of prayer (Qiblah)
d) The purity of one's clothing
e) Knowing the due time for prayer 14

14

Conditions for rightly performed prayers:
Purification: (see: Purification 3-1)
Covering one's private parts:
Allah says:

(,.' :ui~'JI) ( ~ Ji ·~ ~s1';i; iJ~)
This means: "Take your adornment {by wearing your clean clothes), while
praying.'' (7, Al-A 'raf: 31)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah does not accept the prayer of a woman who has reached puberty
unless she wears a veil." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Qiblah:
Allah says:
•
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This means: "So turn your face in the direction of AI-Masjid- a/-Haram (at
Makkah). And wheresoever you people are, turn your faces (in prayer) in
that direction." (2, AI-Baqarah: 144)
Allah says:
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This means: "And from wheresoever you start forth (for prayers), turn your
face in the direction of AI-Masjid-ai-Haram (at Makkah), that is indeed the
truth from your Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what you do."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 149)
Allah says:
(, " • :o.AJI) (~Jh..!. ~~:., 1_,3:,9 ~ c- .•.i;.:; rl:p.JI ~~ Jh..!. ~:., J.,i ~:P. ~ 6:-:.,)
This means: "And from wheresoever you start forth (for prayers), turn your
face in the direction of AI-Masjid-ai-Haram (at Makkah), and wheresoever
you are, turn your faces towards, it (when you pray)." {2, AI-Baqarah: 150)
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Muslims should do their best to specify the direction of Qiblah as much as
possible.
AI-Bukhari and Muslim reported that: The Prophet Muhammad (peace be
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Obligatory elements of prayer:
a) Sincere intention
b) Performing the obligatory standing unless unable
c) Saying Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest), a sign of entering
ritual consecration
d) Reciting Surah Al-Fatihah (The Opening Surah of the Holy
Qur'an) in every Rak'ah (unit) of prayer (with the exception of
the person who is led in audible prayers)
e) Bowing down and returning to the upright position
f) Perfonning two prostrations and sitting between them
g) Performing bowing, prostration and standing at a natural speed
h) Sitting to recite the last Tashahhud then greeting
This is the arrangement of every unit. 15

upon him) was seen praying on his camel, while he was coming from
Makkah to Madinah, the way in which the camel walked.
15

Obligatory integrals of prayer:
Intention:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Verily (the value of ) deeds depends on the intentions behind them."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Standing:
Allah says:

(Y1"A :~-AJI) (~~ ~ i_,:._,i:_,)
This means: "And stand before Allah with obedience." (2, AI-Baqarah: 238)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Pray while standing and if you can not, pray while sitting and if you
cannot do even that, then pray lying on your side."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Saying Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest):
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The key of prayer is purification; Takbir (saying 'Allah is the Greatest')
makes (all acts which break prayer) unlawful, and Taslim (uttering the
salutation) makes (all such acts) lawful."
(Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi)
Reciting Fatihah:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to one of his Companions:
"Whoever does not recite AI-Fatihah in his prayer, his prayer is invalid."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Sunnah of prayers: It is confirmed (akin to the obligatory) or
unconfirmed (like the recommended). The Schools of Jurisprudence
disagree on some rules, but all are good.

•

Confirmed Sunnah of prayers:
a) Reciting some verses of the Qur'an after Al-Fatihah in the two
Rak'ahs of Dawn prayer, the first two of the Noon, MidAfternoon, Sunset, and Evening prayers
b) Saying, when rising from bowing: "Sami'a Allahu Liman
Hamidah, Rabbana Laka Al-Hamd," that is, 'Allah listens to
the one who praises Him, our Lord, for You is all Praise' (for
the Imam, i.e. leader of a group, and for the individual prayer),
and "Rabbana laka Al-Harnd," that is, ' Our Lord for You is all
Praise'
c) Saying "Subhana Rabbiya AI- 'Azhim" (Praise to Our Lord the
Magnificent) three times while bowing down, and: "Subhana
Rabbiya Al-A ' Ia" (Praise be to Our Lord, the Most Exalted)
three times while prostratingd)

Bowing down and prostrating:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"When you stand for prayer, perform ablution properly and then face the
Qiblah and say Takbir (AIIahu Akbar), and then recite what you know from
the Qur'an, and then bow with calmness till you feel at ease, then rise from
bowing till you stand straight, and then prostrate calmly (and remain in
prostration) till you feel at ease, and then raise (your head) and sit with
calmness till you feel at ease, and then prostrate with calmness (and
remain in prostration) till you feel at ease, and then raise (your head) and
sit with calmness till you feel at ease in the sitting position, and do
likewise in whole of your prayer." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
End Greeting:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"And its end is Taslim." (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi)
This is a part of an above-mentioned Hadith
The order of the Rak' ahs of prayer:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"And offer your prayers in the way you saw me offering my prayers."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)

~~
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d) Saying Allahu Akbar when moving from one position to
another except when standing upright after bowing
e) Saying the first and second Tashahhud while sitting
f) Raising the voice while reciting in the two Ral( ahs of the Dawn
prayer, and the first two Rak'ahs of the Sunset and EvGning
prayers (as in other prayers recitation is to be perfom1ed
inwardly)
g) Offering the benediction on the Prophet (peace be upon him) in
the Tashahhud (testification of faith). as in the known
f01mula .. o
I ~
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Confirmed Sunnahs of prayer:
Reciting Qur'an:
Abu Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with tlim) narrated:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to recite AI-Fatihah followed by
another Surah in the first two Rak'ahs of the prayer, and used to recite
only AI-Fatihah in the last two Rak'ahs of the Zhuhr (Noon) prayer.
Sometimes a verse or so was audible."
(Reported by A!-Bukhari and Muslim)
Sa in Sami'a Allahu Liman Hamidah Allah listens to those who raise
Him:
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"On rising from bowing, he (the Prophet) said, 'Sami'a Allahu Liman
Hamidah,' and then while standing straight he used to say, 'Rabbana Laka
AI-Hamd'" (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"When the Prophet said, 'Sami'a Allahu Liman Hamidah,' (Allah heard
those who sent praises to Him), he would say, 'Rabbana Wa Laka AIHamd"' (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Praising Allah in prostration and bowing down:
·uqbah Ibn ' Amir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
When the verse of
(V t :W !_,ll) if ~I ~j ~~ ~'.1·· ,st.
which means: "Then glorify with praises the Name of your Lord, the Most
Great." (56, AI-Waqfah: 74)
was revealed, the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 'Use it when
bowing,'. And when the verse of
:~~\) ·(~~~ ~.) ~,..\ ~ i
which means: uGJorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High." (87, Al-A 'Ia:
1)
('

was revealed, he said: 'Use it when prostrating yourself."'
(Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud)
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Unconfirmed Sunnah of prayers:
a) Reciting a ce1iain "opening" invocation at the beginning after
entering the state of ritual consecration
b) Saying, "A'udhu Billahi Min Ash-Shaytan ir-Rajim" (I seek the
protection of Allah from Satan" in the first Rak'ah of prayer,
and to say inwardly, "Bismillah ir-Rahman ir-Rahim~' (In the
Name of Allah) before every recitation
c) Lifting the hands to shoulder level when saying Allahu Akbar
before bowing and when standing upright, and at the beginning
of the first two Rak'ahs of prayer
d) Saying, "Amin" after Al-Fatihah
e) Elongating the Qur'anic recitation in ihe Dawn prayer,
shortening it in the Mid-Afternoon and Sunset prayers and
moderating it in the Noon and Evening prayers
f) Recitation of an invocation between the two prostrations
g) Saying the invocation of Qunut (after standing upright before
prostration or after the recitation in the second Rak' ah of the
Dawn prayer, or in the \Vitr prayer

Tashahhud and its known formula:
"At-Tahiyyatu Li-Lahi Was-Salawatu Wat-Tayyibatu. As-Salamu 'Aiayka AyYuhan-Nabiyyu Wa Rahmatui-Lahi Wa Barakatuhu. As-Salamu · Alayna Wa
'Ala 'lbadil-Lahi iS-Salihina. Ash-Hadu AI-La llaha lllai-Lahu Wa Ash-Hadu
Anna Muhammadan ' Abduhu Wa Rasuluhu."
(Meaning: The adorations of the tongue. all good th ings, and acts of worship are
due to A!lah . Peace be upon you, Prophet, and Allah's Mercy and His Blessings.
Peace be upon us and upon Allah's upright servants. I testify that there is no god
but Allah, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant and Prophet).
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Invoking prayers on the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in this
way:
"AIIahumma Salli ' Ala Muhammad Wa 'Ala Ali Muhammad Kama Sallayta
'Ala Ibrahim Wa ' Ala Ali Ibrahim. Wa Barik 'Ala Muhammad Wa 'Ala Ali
Muhammad Kama Barakta ' Ala Ibrahim Wa 'Ala Ali Ibrahim. Fil ' Aiamina.
ln-Naka Hamidun Majid."
(Meaning : Allah, bless Muhammad and Muhammad's family as You blessed
Ibrahim and Ibrahim's family. You are indeed Praiseworthy and Glorious. Allah,
bestow favors upon Muhammad and Muhammad's family as You granted favors
to Ibrahim and Ibrahim's farni!y. Verily You are Praise worthy and Glorious).
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)

..
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~~l~~~~-----------------------------------h) The way of sitting; putting the two palms on the chest, the right
on the left
i) Saying an invocation in prostration and in the last Tashahhud
j) Greeting the right side and then the left
k) Invoking Allah and supplicating Him after greeting 17

17

Unconfirmed Sunnahs of prayer:
The invocation at the beginning of prayer and its known formula:
"Subhanak Allahumma Wa Bi Hamdika. Tabaraka lsmuka Wa Ta ' ala
Jadduka Wa La llaha Ghayruka" (Meaning: Glory be to You, 0 Allah, and
praise be to You, and Blessed is Your Name, and Exalted is Your greatness,
and there is no god but You". (Reported by Muslim)
Seeking the protection of Allah from Satan:
Allah says:
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This means: "So when you want to recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with
Allah from Shaytan (Satan), the outcast (the cursed one)." (16, An-Nahl: 98)
(by saying: A'uthu billahi min ash-Shaytan ir-rajim)
Raising the two hands:
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"When the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) uttered the Takbir (Allah
is the Greatest) for prayer {at the beginning), he raised his hands opposite
to his shoulders; and when he bowed, he did like that; and when he raised
his head to prostrate, he did like that; and when he got up at the end of
each Rak'ah, he did like that." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Saying Amin after reciting the Fatihah :
Wa'il Ibn Hujr (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"When the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) recited the verse:
(V

:~WI) (~C4JI ~J ~ y~l ~.!;

which means "Not the path of those who earned Your Anger nor of those
who went astray." (1, AI-Fatihah, 7)
he would say Amin; and raised his voice (while uttering this word)."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Say Amen when the Imam says 'Ghayril Maghdubi 'Aiayhim Wala AdDalin' (meaning: Not the path of those who earned Your Anger, nor of those
who went astray); all the past sins of the person whose saying (of Am in)
coincides with that of the angels will be forgiven."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The known formula of the invocation between the first prostration and the
other:
"Rabbi lghfir Li Warhamni Wa'afini Wahdini Warzuqni" (Meaning: 0 Allah,
forgive me, have mercy on me, guide me, heal me, and provide for me."
(Reported by Abu dawud)
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The known formula of the invocation of Qunut:
"0 Allah, guide me among those You has guided, grant me security among
those You has granted security, take me into Your charge among those
You has taken into Your charge, bless me in what You has given, guard me
from the evil of what You has decreed, for You decree, and nothing is
decreed for You. He whom You support is not humbled. Blessed and
Exalted are You, our Lord." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The way of sitting:
Abu Hamid As-Sa'idi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"On sitting in the second Rak'ah, he (the Prophet) sat on his left foot and
propped up the right one; and in the last Rak'ah, he pushed his left foot
forward and kept the other foot propped up and sat over the buttocks."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The way of putting the two hands over each other:
"When Ibn Mas'ud prayed, he placed his left hand on the right. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) saw him and placed his right hand on his left
one. (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Invocation in prostration:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"And see that I have been forbidden to recite the Qur'an in the state of
bowing and prostrating. Glorify your Lord in bowing posture and exert
yourself in supplication in prostration. Thus your supplications are liable
to be accepted." (Reported by Muslim)
The known formula of the invocation that follows the last Tashahhud:
"0 Allah! I seek refuge in You from the torment of Hell, from the torment of
the grave; from the trials of life and death and from the mischief of AIMasih Ad-Dajjal ; the antichrist." (Reported by Muslim)
Greeting the right side and the left one:
'Abdullah Ibn Mas' ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to give the salutation to his left
and right sides until the whiteness of his cheek was seen."
(Reported by Muslim)
The supplication and remembrance of Allah after greeting :
Thawban (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"When the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) accomplished his
prayer, he begged forgiveness from Allah thrice and recited: 'Allah, You
are the Bestower of peace; and from You is peace; You are Blessed. 0
Lord of Grandeur and Honor!"' (Reported by An-Nasa'i)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"If one recites after every prayer: Subhan Allah (Glory be to Allah) thirty
three times; AI-Hamdu Lillah (praise be to Allah) thirty three times; Allahu
Akbar (Allah is the Greatest) thirty three times; and, in the hundredth , La
ilaha ilia Allah, wahdahu Ia sharika lahu, lahu AI-Mulk wa lahu AI-Hamd, wa
Huwa ala kulli shay'in Qadir (there is no god except Allah, the One, Who
has no partner, to Him belongs the Sovereignty and the Praise and He has
power over all things,' one hundred times, he will have all his sins
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It is permitted for the person who is praying to drive away those
passing in fi·ont of him, straighten the row, audibly remind the
Imam if he forgets, move his palm to reply a greeting, clear the
throat, yawn, scratch, reform his dress but not to do these acts
excessively, and kill a scorpion or a snake if one appears. 18

pardoned even though they may be as much as the foam of the sea."
(Reported by Muslim)
Sa' d Ibn Abi Waqqas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) used to seek protection after
the prescribed prayers with these expressions: 'I seek refuge in You from
cowardice and miserliness and from being brought to a state of
frustration; and seek refuge in You from the turmoil of this life and that of
the grave."' (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"0 Mu'adh! By Allah, I love you, and I advise you: You should never
abandon reciting after every prayer: 'Allah, assist me in remembering You
and being grateful to You and performing Your worship in an excellent
manner."' (Reported by Abu Dawud and Ahmad)
AI-Mughirah Ibn Shu'bah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) used to supplicate at the
end of each prescribed prayer: There is no god but Allah. He is Alone Who
has no partner. To Him belongs the Sovereignty, to Him praise is due, and
He is Potent over everything. 0 Allah! No one can withhold what You give,
or give what You withhold, and the riches can not avail a wealthy person
with You." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
18

Things permitted for the person in prayer:
Reminding the Imam loudly if he forgets:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If something happens during prayer, you should say Subhan Allah (Glory
be to Allah)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Driving away persons who pass in front of those who perform prayers:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anybody amongst you is praying behind something as a Sutrah (i.e.,
some things that prevents people from passing before him) and somebody
tries to pass in front of him, then he should repulse him and if he refuses,
he should use force against him for he is a Shaytan (a devil)."'
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Straightening the row:
It was narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) turned Ibn 'Abbas
from his left side to his right side when he was praying beside him.
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
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It is offensive in prayers to tum one's head or eyes around, or raise
the sight upward, make vain gestures or movements with garments,
hair or anything else, put one's hand in one's waist (Takhassur), try
to resist urine or feces, pray in the presence of food, sit on one's
heels and spread the two arms, or recite the Qur'an while bowing or
•
19
prostratmg.

Moving the palm to reply greeting:
At-Tirmidhi reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) moved his palm to
reply the greetings of others while performing prayers.
Killing insects and the like if the person who performs prayers is exposed
to them:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Kill the two black things during prayer, the snake and scorpion."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
19

Offensive acts in prayers:
Turning around:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"It (turning around) is something which the devil snatches from the prayer
of a servant." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said :
"How is it that the people raise their eyes towards the sky during prayer?
He stressed and added, 'People must refrain from raising up their looks
towards heaven during prayer. Otherwise their sights will certainly be
snatched." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Musiim)
Putting one's hand in one's waist (Takhassur}:
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"It was forbidden to pray with the hands over one's waist."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Vain gestures:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Be calm in prayer." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"I have been commanded to prostrate on seven (bones), and not to fold
back the hair or the clothing." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When one of you gets up to pray, he must not remove pebbles, for mercy
is facing him." (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi)
The resistance of urine and feces, and the presence of food:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him ) said:
"No prayer should be performed while the food is being served, or while a
person is in need of relieving himself." (Reported by Muslim)
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Prayer is nullified by the following:
a) Leaving out any of its obligatory elements
b) Speaking unless for correction
c) Eating or drinking
d) Laughing aloud
e) Excessive movement.
Some Schools of Jurisprudence added:
f) Remembering that one forgot the performance of a previous
obligatory prayer
g) The great Sahw (forgetting) by excessive increase in the
number ofRak'ahs 20

Undesirable way of sitting:
' A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"He (the Prophet) prohibited the devil's way of sitting on the heels, and he
forbade people to spread out their arms like a wild beast."
(Reported by Muslim)
Reciting Qur'an while bowing and prostrating:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"And see that I have been forbidden to recite the Qur'an in the state of
bowing and prostration." (Reported by AI-Bukhari Rnd Muslim)
20

Nullifiers of prayers:
Leaving out one or more of its obligatory elements:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to a man:
"Go back and repeat your Salah because you have not performed the
Salah (properly)." (Reported by Muslim)
Speaking except for correction:
Allah says:
.... 11) !{. Q!-U
. 'l! JJ i.,..
. ..:rj J.·~
( ,. ,. " :~ ..;-:This means: "And stand before Allah with obedience." (2, AI-Baqarah: 238)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Talking to persons is not fitting during the prayer." (Reported by Muslim)
Eating and drinking :
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"In the prayer, one is occupied (with a more serious matter)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Laughing loudly:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Smile does not interrupt prayer, but it is interrupted by guffaw."
(Reported by AI-Bayhaqi)
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If one forgets during prayers, by increasing or leaving out any of the
confirmed Sunnahs, he should prostrate twice before greeting; the
one who greets before finishing his prayer should immediately
finish it and prostrate after greeting. 21

•

Congregational prayer in the mosque is an obligatory Sunnah for
those who do not have any excuses. The one who performs this
prayer receives great blessings. It is preferred for women to pray at
home but if they want to join the congregational prayer in the
mosque, no one should prevent them. 22

21

Prostration due to forgetfulness:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"When one of you is in doubt about his prayer, and does not know how
much he has prayed, three or four Rak'ahs, he should pray one
(additional) Rak'ah and make two prostrations while sitting before giving
the salutation. If the (additional) Rak' ah which he prayed is the fifth one, he
will make it an even number by these two prostrations. If it is the fourth
one, the two prostrations will be a disgrace for the devil."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Anyone who is in doubt in his prayer should make two prostrations after
giving the salutation." (Reported by An-Nasa'i and Abu Dawud)
22

Congregational prayers:
Its obligation:
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If there are three men in a village or in the desert among whom prayer is
not offered (in congregation), the devil has got the mastery over them. So
observe (prayer) in congregation, for the wolf eats only the straggling
animal." (Reported by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, I was about to order for collecting
firewood (fuel) and then order someone to pronounce the Adhan for the
prayer and then order someone to lead the prayer, then I would go from
behind and burn the houses of men who did not present themselves for
the (obligatory congregational) prayer."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"There came to the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) a blind man and
said: Messenger of Allah, I have no one to guide me to the mosque. He,
therefore, asked Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) for permission to
perform prayer in his house. He (the Prophet) granted him permission.
Then, when the man turned away he called him and said: Do you hear the
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call to prayer? He said: Yes. He (the Prophet) said: Respond to it."
(Reported by Muslim)
Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"I have seen the time when no one stayed away from it (prayer) except a
hypocrite who was well known for his hypocrisy, whereas a man would be
brought swaying (due to weakness) between two men till he was set up in
a row (of prayers)." (Reported by Muslim)
The grace of congregational prayer:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The prayer in congregation is twenty seven times superior to the prayer
offered by person alone." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"The reward of the prayer offered by a person in congregation is twenty
something times greater than that of the prayer offered in one's house or
in the market (alone). And this is because if he performs ablution properly
and then comes to the mosque with the sole intention of praying, with
every step he takes towards the mosque, he is upgraded a degree in
reward and a sin is taken off (crossed out) from his accounts (of deeds).
When he prays, the angels keep on asking Allah's Blessings and Allah's
Forgiveness for him as long as he is (staying) at his praying place. They
say: '0' Allah! Bestow Your Blessings upon hin., be Merciful and Kind to
him, as long as he keeps on sitting at his praying place and does not pass
wind." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"A man's prayer performed along with another is purer than his prayer
alone, and his prayer with two men is purer than his prayer with one. but if
there are more, it is more pleasing to Allah, the Exalted."
(Reported by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The most eminent among human beings (as a recipient of) reward (is one)
who lives farthest away, and who has to walk the farthest distance (to the
mosque)." (Reported by Muslim)
The ruling of congregational prayer for women:
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
" Do not prevent the female servants of Allah from visiting the mosques of
Allah, but they may go out (to the mosque) having not perfumed
themselves." (Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (pea ce be upon him) said:
"If a woman applies perfume, she must not attend the Evening prayer with
us." (Reported by ~.1uslim)
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•

It is a Sunnah to walk calmly to attend the congregational prayer
and to pray two Rak'ahs as a greeting to the mosque on arriva1. 23

•

The group is led by the Imam who should be the one who has
memorized the greatest part of the Qur'an, then the most lcamcd in
Islam, then the one who fears Allah the most, then the eldest, in that
order. The owner of the house is preferred to lead the prayer more
than the guest. A woman can only lead other women by standing
with them in the same row, not to stand ahead of them.

•

If it is a congregational prayer of only two, the Imam and the one
being led, the one being led stands at the right side of the Imam. If
they are many, all will stand in straight rows behind the Imam: men,
boys and then women. It is not permissible for the person being led
to stand alone Vv'ithout a row, so he should try to stand in the first
row, if not then the next and so on. He should follow the Imam and
not act before him . The Imam should shorten his recitation, bowing,
and prostration, and not elongate it so as to be compassionate for

Walking to perform congregational prayer:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"When the lqamah is pronounced, do not come to it running ; you should
walk calmly with tranquility to join the congregation. Then, join in what you
caught for and complete what you missed."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The prayer of greeting the mosque:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone of you enters a mosque, he should not sit until he has offered a
two-Rak ' ah prayer." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
lmamah of the prayers:
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
" The most versed in Allah's Book should be the Imam for the people. If
they are equally versed in reciting it, then the most knowing of the
Sunnah; if they are equal regarding the Sunnah, then the first who
emigrated (to Madinah). If they are equal regarding migration, then the
older. No man should lead another in prayer where the latter has the
authority, or sit in his house on his cushion without his permission."
(Reported by Muslim)
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the group. He should sit facing the people on his right after the
greeting at the end of the prayer. 24

24

The order of the rows of the persons performing prayer:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The best rows for men are the first rows, and the worst ones are the last
ones, and the best rows for women are the last ones and the worst ones
for them are the first ones." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Let those be nearest to me who are wise and who possess
understanding, then those who are nearest to them in these respects, and
then those who are nearest to them." (Reported by Muslim)
Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) led me and my mother in
prayer. He made me stand on his right side, and made the woman stand
behind us." (Reported by Muslim)
Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) prayed in the house of Umm Sulaym;
and I, along with an orphan, stood behind him while Umm Sulaym (stood)
behind us." (Reported by Al-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Straighten your rows. For the straightening of a row is a part of the
perfection of prayer." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Keep your rows straight, otherwise Allah will create dissension among
you." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Straighten your rows and stand closer together, for I see you from behind
my back." (AI-Bukhari and An-Nasa'i)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Come forward and follow my lead, and let those who come after you
follow your lead. People will continue to keep back till Allah will put them
at the back." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah and His angels bless those who are on the right flanks of the rows."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
Following the Imam:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The Imam is to be followed; say Takbir 'AIIahu Akbar' (Allah is the
Greatest) when he says it; bow when he bows; rise when he rises, and
when he says 'Samra Allahu Liman Hamidah' (Allah listens to the one who
praises Him) say, 'Rabbana Wa Laka AI-Hamd' (Our Lord, for You is all
praise), and prostrate if he prostrates."
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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If someone joins the prayer after it has begun, he should follow the
group. The Rak'ah (the unit of prayer) will be counted for him if he
attended the prayer before bowing. After the Imam gives the final
greeting, he should continue to make up what he missed.

•

It is a Sunnah to listen to the recitation of the Rak' ahs of prayer that
are recited audibly, otherwise they should be recited inwardly. It is
recommended to recite Al-Fatihah when the Imam is silent in the
audibly loud Rak'ahs, where he gives time for that. 25

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Do not that who raises his head before the Imam fear that Allah will turn
his head into a head of an ass or make his appearance similar to that of an
ass?" (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Imam should not elongate the prayer:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone of you leads the prayer, he should not prolong it, because the
congregation includes those who are feeble, ill, and old. While praying
alone, you may make the prayer as long as you like."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
25

The case of joining the congregational prayer after it has begun:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He who catches a Rak'ah of the prayer, he in fact catches the prayer."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet {peace be upon him) said :
"Then join in what you caught for and complete what you missed."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Listening to the recitation of the Imam:
Allah says:
t
•
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This means: "So, when the Qur'an is recited, listen to it, and be silent that
you may receive mercy." (7, Al-A ·raf: 204)
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Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace
be upon him) said:
"I am wondering what is the matter with me that I have been contended
with reciting the Qur'an. When the people heard that from the Prophet of
Allah (peace be upon him) they ceased reciting (the Qur'an) along with him
at the prayers in which he recited aloud." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The Imam is appointed only to be followed. When he recites (the Qur'an),
keep silent." (Reported by An-Nasa'i)
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•

The Adhan (call for prayers) should be loud in villages and cities as
a communal obligation on l'vluslims.

•

The Iqamah (call to commence prayer) should be Joud as an
obligatory Sunnah.

•

It is recommended that the caller be known for his honesty. He
should slow down in calling for prayer but speed up to commence
the prayer. It is recommended to listen to the call and the
commencement of prayer, and to repeat the words inwardly, pray
for benediction on the Prophet (peace be upon him), and to
supplicate for any good thing.26

Adhan (call for prayer):
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When (the time of) the prayer comes, then one of you should pronounce
the Adhan for the prayer and the oldest of you should lead the prayer."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
"A man from the Ansar, came. And he turned his face towards the Qiblah
and said: Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest; I testify that there is
no god but Allah, I testify that there is no god but Allah; I testify that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, I testify that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah; come to prayer (he pronounced it twice), come to
salvation (he pronounced it twice); Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the
Greatest. He then paused for a while, and then got up and pronounced in a
similar way, except that after the phrase 'Come to salvation' he added.
'The time for prayer has come, the time for prayer has come.' The Prophet
of Allah (peace be upon him) said: Teach it to Bilal, then pronounce the
Adhan (call to prayer) with the same words." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"So whenever you are with your sheep or in the wilderness and you want
to pronounce Adhan for the prayer, raise your voice in doing so, for
whoever hears the Adhan, whether a human being, a jinn, or any other
creature will be a witness for you on the Day of Resurrection."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When you hear the Mu'adhin, repeat what he says, then invoke a blessing
on me, for everyone who invokes a blessing on me will receive ten
blessings from Allah; then beg from Allah AI-Wasilah for me, which is a
rank in Paradise fitting for only one of Allah's servants, and I hope that I
may be that one. If anyone who asks that I be given the Wasilah, he will be
assured of my intercession {for him)." (Reported by Muslim)
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Shortening the four-Rak' ah prayers to two Rak' ahs is lawful, when
traveling for more than eighty kilometers, as a confirmed Sunnah.
Shortening starts on departure until arrival and is allowed unless a
person intends to stay four days or more in the town of
27
destination.

•

It is permissible to combine two prayers in one for the traveler, by

either advancing or delaying the two prayers of Noon and
Afternoon in either time period. The same is true for the Sunset and
Evening prayers. Combining is permissible a] so for the inhabitants
of a town when there is extremely bad weather, for the patient who
can not perform every prayer in its due time, and in times of fear. 2s

It was narrated:
"Bilal began the lqamah, and when he said: 'The time for prayer has come,'
the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: May Allah establish it and cause it
to continue." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon himJ said:
"The supplication made between the Adhan and the lqamah is not
rejected." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
27

Shortening prayers:
Allah says:
('.' :~~1) l)j-~~~ ~ i__.:;:~ (.) tt4 ~ ~ ~~~~ ~ ~:}..Q 'jl-.9~'
This means: "And when you (Muslims) travel in the land, there is no sin on
you if you shorten your Salah (prayer)." (4, An-Nisa': 101)
When he was asked about shortening the Salah, the Prophet (peace be upon
him) said:
"It is an act of charity which Allah has done to you, so accept His charity."
(Reported by Muslim)
28

Combining the two prayers:
Usamah Ibn Zayd (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) was on his way back from 'Arafat
and as he reached the creek (of a hillock) he got down and urinated
(Usamah did not say that he poured water), but said: He (the Holy Prophet)
cailed for water and performed ablution, but it was not a thorough one. I
said: Messenger of Allah, the prayer! Thereupon he said : Prayer awaits
you ahead (at Muzdalifah). He then proceeded until he reached Muzdalifah
and observed Sunset and Evening prayers (together) there."
(Reported by Muslim)
'Abdullah Ibn ·umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
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If a patient can not stand, he can pray sitting lowering his back more
for prostration than for of bowing. If he can not sit, he may lay on
29
his side or his back and pray by gesturing.

•

The prayer because of fear is lawful during times of war:
a) In travel (shortening prayers): the warriors are divided into two
groups, one confronting the enemy while the other pray a
Rak'ah behind the Imam and another Rak'ah individually;
afterwards the Imam is fixed to his place and the two groups
exchange places.
b) When at home, the same as when traveling but the prayer for
each group is two Rak' ahs with the Imam and two
individually.
c) When war is at its zenith, ~rayers can be performed in any
form; walking or riding. 3

"I saw the Prophet delaying the Sunset prayer to offer it along with the
Evening prayer when he was in a hurry on a journey."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
29

Prayer of the sick:
'lmran Ibn Husayn (may Allah be pleased with him} narrated:
"I had piles, so I asked the Prophet (peace be upon him) about the prayer.
He said, 'Pray while standing and if you can not, pray while sitting and if
you can not do even that, then pray lying on your side."'
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
3

°

Fear prayer:
Allah says:
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This means: "When you (0 Messenger Muhammad SAW) are among them,
and lead them in As-Salah (the prayer), let one party of them stand up [in
Salah (prayer)] with you taking their arms with them; when they finish their
prostrations, let them take their positions in the rear and let the other party
come up which has not yet prayed, and let them pray with you taking all
the precautions and bearmg arms." (4, An-Nisa': 102)
Allah says:
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This means: "And if you fear (an enemy}, perform Salah (pray) on foot or
riding." (2, AI-Baqarah: 239)

Salih Ibn Khawwat narrated :
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Friday Congregational Prayer: It is obligatory for all Muslim men
to assemble and benefit from the sermon. It is a two-Rak'ahs prayer
instead of the four-Rak'ahs Noon prayer. It is obligatory for every
sane, adult, healthy man residing in a village or city, while women
and boys may attend. Delivering the Friday sermon is a necessary
element. The Sunnah is to give two sermons and between them a
short break.

•

When joining the Imam in the second Rak'ah of prayer, one has to
perform the first after the Imam offers the final greeting. However,
if he did not attend the second Rak'ah, then the four Rak'ahs of the
Noon prayer must be performed.31

"One batch lined up behind him (the Prophet) while another batch (lined
up) facing the enemy. The Prophet (peace be upon him) led the batch that
was with him in one Rak'ah, and he stayed in the standing posture while
that batch completed their (two Rak'ahs) prayer by themselves and went
away, lining in the face of the enemy, while the other batch came and he
(i.e. the Prophet) offered his remainmg Rak'ah with them, and then, kept
on sitting till they completed their prayer by themselves, and he then
finished his prayer with Taslim along with them." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If the number of the enemy is greater than that of the Muslims, they can
pray while standing or riding (individually)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
31

Friday prayer:
Its obligation:
Allah says:
.:
: ·1 ·~~~·· -. ·~~~~ -. ·;,;\I '~ ~I • j l1 ,·.:.:. .11 ~\ • - • o~_ 1./ .j .jj•• 1~1: I_,..
'·-1 -.c.>.!_:J1
~ W: I ..);?/" 1:' Cr." ..JJ .J _ />. IJ"': . r - - ' _ • t ~ ~ _

..'.j
'T::

u"'
.J'

(" :~1) (0~
This means: "0 you who believe (Muslims)! When the call is proclaimed
for the Salah (prayer) on the day of Friday (Jumu'ah prayer), come to the
remembrance of Allah [Jumu'ah religious talk (Khutbah) and Salah
(prayer)] and leave off business (and every other thing), that is better for
you if you did but know!" (62, AI-Jumu' ah: 9)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"People must cease to neglect the Friday Prayer or Allah will seal their
hearts and then they will be among the negligent." (Reported by Muslim)
The grace of Friday:
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"The best day on which the sun has risen is Friday; on it Adam was
created, on it he was expelled (from Paradise), on it his contrition was

~~1~~--T_e_ac_h_\_'o_u_r_se_lf_I_sl_a_m_______________________
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It is a Sunnah of the Friday Congregational Prayer to bathe, use

perfume (for men only), wear clean clothes, go to mosque before
the Imam, perform any voluntary prayers, before the sermon,
concentrate with the Imam, and not to be occupied with talk and
nonsense, besides not to overstep those who are sitting, nor separate
them. Also, a person should increase praying for benediction on the
Prophet (peace be upon him) and supplicating to Allah, and read
Surah Al-Kahf at night (on Thursday) or during the day on Friday.
•

It is prohibited to buy and sell at the time of the call for Friday

Prayer until it ends. 32

accepted, on it he died, and on it the Last Hour will take place."
(Reported by Muslim)
32

The Sunnahs of Friday orayer:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Taking a bath on Friday is compulsory for every male Muslim who has
attained the age of puberty and (also) the cleaning of his teeth with Siwak,
and the using of perfume, if it is available." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Taking a bath on Friday is essential for every adult person."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"He who takes a bath on Friday, just as the bath which is obligatory after
the sexual discharge, and then goes (to the mosque), he is like one who
offers a she-camel as a sacrifice, and he who comes at the second hour is
like one who offers a cow, and he who comes at the third hour is like one
who offers a ram with horns, and he who comes at the fourth hour is like
one who offers a hen, and he who comes at the fifth hour is like one who
offers an egg. And when the Imam comes out, the angels are also present
and listen to the remembrance of Allah (the sermon)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If a man takes a bath on Friday, purifies himself thoroughly, uses oil and
perfume which is available in the house, sets forth for the mosque, does
not (forcibly) sit between two persons, offers the prayer that is prescribed
for him and listens to the Imam silently, his sins between this Friday and
the previous Friday will be forgiven." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Good manners of sitting in the mosque:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"If you (even) ask your companion to be quiet on Friday while the Imam is
delivering the sermon, you have in fact talked nonsense."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Confirmed Sunnah prayers are:
a) Two Rak'ahs before the Dawn prayer
b) Two Rak'ahs before and two after the Noon prayer
c) Two Rak'ahs after the Sunset prayer
d) Two Rak' ahs after the Evening prayer
e) Witr (odd numbered) prayer after whatever is prayed after the
Evening prayer
t) The prayer of the two Feasts

g) Al-Kusuf(solar and lunar eclipse) prayer

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"One who engages in playing with pebbles while the sermon is delivered is
committing a nonsense." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When anyone of you comes on Friday while the Imam is delivering the
sermon, he should observe two Rak'ahs and should make them short."
(Reported by Muslim}
Prayer for benediction on the Prophet:
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Among the most excellent of your days is Friday. On that day, increase
the prayers on me, for your prayers are conveyed to me. They (the
Companions) said: 0 Messenger of Allah, how will our prayers be
presented to you and your body will decay? He said: Allah, the Exalted and
Almighty, has forbidden the earth to decay the bodies of the prophets."
(Reported by Abu Oawud)
Invocation on Friday:
The Prophet (peace be upon him):
"There is a time on Friday at which no Muslim servant would pray and
would ask Allah for a thing (that is good) but He would give it to him."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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The two Feast Prayers are performed when the sun has risen that is,
about a quarter of an hour after sunrise. They are performed without
a call or cmnmencement call to prayer. Each of them consists of
Two Rak'ahs with seven Takbirahs (Allah is the Greatest) after the
first Takbirah for entering the state of ritual consecration, and six
Takbirahs including the one of standing in the second Rak' ah.
Afterwards, the Imam gives two sermons, after ending the prayer.

•

It is a Sunnah in the feast prayer to:

a) Take a bath, use perfume (for men only) and wear elegant
clothes
b) Pray in the open air
c) Recite the ritual Takbirahs of the Feast at the beginning of the
night before the Feast, especially when going to prayer and
after the obligatory prayers during the three days following
immolation
d) Go to the prayer from one way and return from another

33

•

Al-Kusufprayer (that of the solar or lunar eclipse): It is two
Rak'ahs. For each there are two upright standings, two bowings,
and two prostrations.

•

Istisqa' (rain) prayer: It is like the feast prayer and is held at the
same time, but with a sermon after the prayer and a certain
.
.
33
mvocation.

Confirmed Sunnah prayers:
AI-Witr (odd numbered prayer):
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Prayer during the night should consist of pairs of Rak'ahs, but if one of
you fears that the morning is near, he should pray one Rak'ah which will
make his prayer of odd number for him." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)

Unit 3: Worship ~"(to,.}¢

----------------------~~ 119

~~

v

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"If anyone oversleeps and misses the Witr or forgets it, he should pray
when he remembers." (Reported by Ahmad)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"He who amongst you is afraid that he may not be able to get up at the end
of the night should observe Witr (in the first part) and then sleep, and he
who is confident of getting up and praying at night (i. e., night voluntary
prayer) should observe it at the end of it, for the recitation at the end of the
night is visited (by angels), and that is excellent." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"There are no two Witrs during one night." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Abu Dawud, An-Nasa·i, and Ahmad reported that:
The Sunnah is to recite AI-A"Ia and AI-Kafirun Surahs in the two Rak"ahs of
Sunnah performed before the Witr.
"Abdui-"Aziz Ibn Juraij (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"I asked "A'ishah, the Mother of the Believers: With which (Surah) the
Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) used to observe Witr? She said: In
the third Rak"ah, he would recite Surah Al-lkhlas, Surah AI-Falaq, and
Surah An-nas."
The Sunnah of AI-Fajr:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The two (Sunnah) Rak"ahs at dawn are better than this world and what it
contains." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Do not omit them (the two Rak"ahs before the Dawn prayer) even if you
are driven away by the horses." (Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud)
"Amr Ibn Umayyah Ad-Damri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"We were in the company of the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him)
during one of his journeys. He overslept abandoning the Dawn prayer until
the sun had arisen. The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) awoke and
said : Go away from this place. He, then, commanded Bilal to call for
prayer. He called for prayer. They (the people) performed ablution and
offered two Rak "ahs of the Dawn prayer (Sunnah prayer). He then
commanded Bilal (to utter the lqamah, i.e., to summon the people to attend
the prayer). He announced the prayer (i.e., uttered the lqamah) and he led
them in the Dawn prayer." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
"A ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) observed two Rak"ahs
(Sunnah) of the Dawn prayer and he shortened them (to the extent) that I
(out of surprise) said: Did he recite in them Surah Fatihah (only)?"
(Reported by Muslim)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) recited in the two (sunnah)
Rak "ahs of the Dawn (prayer) Surah Al-lkhlas and Surah AI-Kafirun. "
(Reported by Muslim)
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The two Feasts Pravers Cld Prayers):
Allah says:

(" :)Jill) <t~lj ~~ ~ )
This means: "Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him
only)." (108, AI-Kawthar: 2)
Jundub (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet performed 'ld AI-Fitr Prayer while the sun was (apparently)
six meters above the horizon and the prayer of the · ld of the Sacrifice,
apparently while the sun was three meters above the horizon."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
AI-Kusuf prayer (that of the solar or lunar eclipse):
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The sun and the moon do not eclipse because of the death or life of
someone, but they are two signs amongst the signs of Allah. So, if you see
them, offer the prayer (of eclipse)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Qabisah AI-Hilali (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"There was an eclipse of the sun in the time of the Prophet of Allah (peace
be upon him). He came out bewildered pulling his garment, and I was in
his company at Medina. He prayed two Rak' ahs and stood for a long time
in them. He then departed and the sun became bright. He then said: There
are signs by means of which Allah, the Exalted, frightens (His servants).
When you see anything of these signs, then pray as you are praying a
fresh obligatory prayer." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
lstisqa' (rain) prayer:
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) went out wearing old clothes in
a humble and lowly manner until he reached the place of prayer. He then
ascended the pulpit, but he did not deliver the sermon as you deliver
(usually). He remained engaged in making supplication, showing
humbleness (to Allah) and uttering the Takbir (Allah is the Greatest). He
then offered two Rak' ahs of prayer as done on the ' ld (festival)."
(Reported by At-Tirmidh, An-Nasa'i, and Abu Dawud)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"The people complained to the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) of the
lack of rain, so he gave an order for a pulpit. It was then set up for him in
the place of prayer. He fixed a day for the people on which they should
come out." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon 'him), when the rim of the sun
appeared, sat down on the pulpit, and having pronounced the Greatness of
Allah and expressed His praise, he said : You have complained of drought
in your homes, and of the delay in receiving rain at the beginning of its
season. Allah has ordered you to supplicate Him and has promised that He
will answer your prayer." (Reported by Abu Dawud )
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Unconfirmed Sunnah accompanying the obligatory prayers are two
Rak'ahs prayer before and after the Noon prayer plus the confirmed
Sunnah prayer, two Rak' ahs prayer before the Afternoon prayer,
two Rak'ahs prayer before the Sunset prayer, and two Rak'ahs
34
prayer after the Evening prayer plus the Witr prayer.

•

Voluntary Sunnah are also:
a) Two Rak'ahs greeting prayer on entering the mosque.
b) At-Tarawih prayers on the nights of Ramadan, from eight to
twenty Rak' ahs
c) Tasabih (glorification) prayer, to be performed once in life.
d) The prostration during recitation, when reciting or hearing the
Qur' anic verses of prostration.

lstisga' invocation:
' Abduaalllbn 'Amr Ibn AI-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"When the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) prayed for rain, he said: 0
Allah! Provide water for Your servants and Your cattle, display Your mercy
and give life to Your dead land." (Reported by Malik)
34

The unconfirmed Sunnah prayers:
'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"I offered with Allah's Prophet a two Rak'ahs prayer before the Zhuhr
(Noon) prayer and two Rak'ahs after the Zhuhr prayer, two Rak' ahs after
Jumu'ah (Friday), Maghrib (Sunset) and 'lsha' (Evening) prayers."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
' A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"The Prophet never missed four Rak'ahs before the Zhuhr (Noon) prayer
and two Rak'ahs before the Fajr (Dawn) prayer." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There is a prayer between the two Adhans (Adhan and lqamah)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"May Allah show mercy to a man who prays four Rak' ahs before the
Afternoon prayer." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)

~~~ ~\.. Teach Yourself Islam

'~l~~~,-----------------------------------e) Ad-Duha (forenoon) prayer from four to eight Rak' ahs.

f) Two Rak'ahs prayer after ablution.
g) Two Rak'ahs prayer for seeking guidance (lstikharah) with its
specific invocation.
h) Two Rak' ahs prayer to repent
i) Prostration of gratitude.
j) Two Rak' ahs prayer on arrival after traveling.

k) Two Rak 'ahs prayer before the Evening prayer.
•

It is recommended to perform voluntary prayers at any time other

than the forbidden times. These are when the sun has risen, that is,
after the sunrise for almost ten minutes, and afternoon until sunset. 35

35

Nawafil (voluntary prayers):
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, the Exalted, said, 'And My slave keeps on coming closer to Me
through performing Nawafil (pray or do extra good deeds besides what is
obligatory) till I love him." (Reported by AI-Bukhari}
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The first thing about which the people will be called to account out of
their actions on the Day of Judgment is prayer. Our Lord, the Exalted, will
say to the angels - though He knows better: Look into the prayer of My
servant and see whether he has offered it perfectly or imperfectly. If it is
perfect, that will be recorded perfect. If it is defective, He will say: See if
there are some optional prayers offered by My servant. If there are optional
prayers to his credit, He will say: Compensate the obligatory prayer by the
optional prayer for My servant. Then all the actions will be considered
similarly." (Reported by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Ahmad)
The prayer of greeting the mosque:
The Prophet (peace be upon him} said:
"If anyone of you enters a mosque, he should not sit until he has offered a
two Rak'ahs prayer." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Duha prayer:
"The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, the Exalted, says: Son of Adam, do not be helpless in performing
four Rak'ahs for Me at the beginning of the day, and I will supply what you
need till the end of it." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Tarawih prayer of the month of Ramadan:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"He who performs the optional prayer during Ramadan out of faith and
hoping to earn a reward, his past sins will be pardoned."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Two Rak"ahs after performing ablution:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If a Muslim performs ablution and does it well and offers prayer, all his
(sins) during the period from one prayer to another would be pardoned by
Allah." (Reported by Muslim)
Arrival from a travel:
Ka ' b Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"When the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) came back from a
journey, he used to start with the mosque wherein he prayed two
Rak'ahs." (Reported by Muslim)
The two Rak' ahs prayer of repentance:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When a servant (of Allah) commits a sin, and he performs ablution well,
and then stands and prays two Rak'ahs, and asks pardon of Allah, Allah
pardons him." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Before the prayer of Sunset:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"'Pray before the Maghrib (Sunset) prayer.' He (said it thrice) and in the
third time, he said, 'Whoever wants to offer it can do so."'
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
lstikharah prayer:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone of you thinks of doing any job, he should offer a two Rak'ahs
prayer other than the compulsory ones and say (after the prayer): 0 Allah!
I ask guidance from Your Knowledge, And power from Your Might and I
ask for Your Great Blessings. You are capable and I am not. You know and
I do not and You know the unseen. 0 Allah I If You know that this job is
good for my religion and my subsistence and in my hereafter-(or said: If it
is better for my present and later needs)-then ordain it for me and make it
easy for me to get and then bless me in it. And if You know that this job is
harmful to me in my religion and subsistence and in the Hereafter-( or said:
If it is worse for my present and later needs) then keep it away from me
and let me be away from it, and ordain for me whatever is good for me, and
make me satisfied with it). The Prophet added that the person should name
(mention) his need."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, and Abu Dawud)
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Need prayer:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He who performs ablution properly and then performs·two Rak'ahs while
perfecting them, Allah will give him what he asks sooner or later."
(Reported by Ahmad)
Tasbih (glorification) praver:
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said to AI-'Abbas Ibn 'Abdui-Muttalib:
"'Abbas, my uncle, shall I not give you, shall I not present to you, shall I
not donate to yous shall I not produce for you ten things? If you act upon
them, Allah will forgive you your sins, first and last, old and new,
involuntary and voluntary, small and great, secret and open. These are the
ten things: you should pray four Rak'ahs, reciting in each one Fatihat AIKitab and a Surah. When you finish the recitation of the first Rak'ah, you
should say fifteen times while standing: "Subhana Allah Wal Hamdu Lillah
Wa La llaha lila Allah Wallahu Akbar" (Glory be to Allah, Praise be to Allah,
There is no god but Allah, Allah is the Greatest). Then, you should bow
and say it ten times while bowing. Then, you should raise your head after
bowing and say it ten times. Then, you should kneel down in prostration
and say it ten times while prostrating yourself. Then, you should raise your
head after prostration and say it ten times. Then, you should prostrate
yourself and say it ten times. Then, you should raise your head after
prostrating and say it ten times. These are seventy-five times in each
Rak'ah. You should do that in four Rak'ahs. If you can observe it once
daily, do so; if not, then once weekly; if not, then once a month; if not, then
once
a
year;
if
not,
then
once
in
your
lifetime."
(Reported by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah)
Prostration of gratitude:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"I begged my Lord and made intercession for my people, and He gave me
a third of my people, so I prostrated myself in gratitude to my Lord. Then I
raised my head and begged my Lord for my people, and He gave me a
third of my people, so I prostrated myself in gratitude to my Lord. Then I
raised my head and begged my Lord for my people and He gave me the
remaining third, so I prostrated myself in gratitude to my Lord."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
Recitation prostration:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"When the son of Adam recites the Ayah (verse) of Sajdah (prostration)
and then falls down in prostration, Satan goes into seclusion and weeps
and says: Woe unto me, the son of Adam was commanded to prostrate,
and he prostrated and Paradise was entitled to him, and I was commanded
to prostrate, but I refused and I am doomed to Hell." (Reported by Muslim)
'Amr Ibn AI-' As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) taught me fifteen prostrations while
reciting the Qur'an, including three in AI ~Mufassal (The Surahs starting
from Qaf Surah to the end of the Holy Qur'an) and two in Surah AI-Hajj.
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
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Janazah (funeral) prayer: It is a communal obligation. It has the
same conditions of regular prayers. It is performed while standing
upright without bowing or prostrating. It is one Rak' ah with four
Takbirahs: to recite Ai-Fatihah after the first Takbirah, to invoke
benediction on the Prophet (peace be upon him) like the formula of
the Tashahhud after the second Takbirah to sapplicate for the dead
person after the third one, and to utter any other supplication after
the fourth one, then the final greeting at the end of the prayer. 36

3-3 Zakah (Alms)
•

Zakah, the third pillar of Islam, is obligatory on every Musiim
possessing a "Nisab", the minimum unit that necessitates Zakah.
Those who deny it are considered unbelievers, and regarding those
who abstain from paying it~ Zakah should be taken from them by
force, otherwise, they will be fought.

•

The wisdom behind Zakah is that it is the means of achieving
Muslim social solidarity, purification of the self from miserliness
and greed, redistribution of wealth and activation of the economy.

•

Kinds of wealth 11able to Zakah:
a) Gold and silver, their equivalent of liquid money, trade wealth,
any relevant metals or buried treasure.
b) Cultivated land crops.
c) Grazing livestock cattle- camels, cows and sheep. 37

36

Janazah (funeral) prayer:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If three rows of men offer funeral prayer over anyone, his (entry into Paradise)
will become certain ." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
37

Obligation of Zakah:
Allah says:

~~~~ __T_e_ac_h_Y_o_u_rs_el_f_Is_Ia_m______________________
"" l.~r'f ~,
•

Zakah of gold/silver or their equivalent is 2.5%> of wealth exceeding
Nisab, to be paid annually. Nisab is equal to 85 grams of pure gold
or 624 grams of silver.

•

Zakah of trade wealth is like that of its monetary equivalent.

This means: "Take Sadaqah (alms) from their wealth in order to purify
them and sanctify them with it." (9, At-Taubah: 103)
Allah says:

(". :J..J.t.ll) (~~)ll ,_,.;iJ ~~~ l~iJ)
This means: "And perform As-Salah (lqamat-as-Salah) and give Zakah.
(73, AI-Muzzammil: 20)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Islam is raised on five (pillars): The testification that there is no god but
Allah, that Muhammad is His bondsman and Messenger, the establishment
of praxer, the payment of Zakah, performing pilgrimage to the House of
Allah (Ka' bah), and fasting during Ramadan."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"I have been commanded to fight against people until they testify that
there is no god but Allah, that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,
perform prayers and pay Zakah. If they do that, the protection of their
blood and property will be guaranteed by me, except when justified by law,
and their affairs (regarding truthfulness of faith) is decided by Allah."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Mu' adh when he sent him to Yemen:
"You will go to the People of the Scripture. So, when you reach there,
invite them to testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah,
and that Muhammad is His Messenger. And if they obey you in that, tell
them that Allah has enjoined on them five prayers in each day and night.
And if they obey you in that, tell them that Allah has made it obligatory on
them to pay Zakah which will be taken from the rich among them and given
to the poor among them. If they obey you in that, then avoid taking the
best of their possessions, and be afraid of the curse of an oppressed
person because there is no screen between his invocation and Allah."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
"By Allah, I would definitely fight against him who separated prayer from
Zakah, for it is the obligation upon the rich. By Allah, I would fight against
them even to secure the cord (used for hobbling the feet of a camel) which
they used to give to the Messenger of Allah (as Zakah)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
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•

Zakah on a debt: if it is liable to be redeemed at any time, then it is
counted with its equivalent of gold/silver and trade Zakah; if not, its
Zakah of only a year is paid once it has been redeemed.

•

The Zakah of a buried treasure is 20% of it and should be paid once
found.

•

The Zakah of metals is 20% like the buried treasure. As for raw
gold and silver extracted from the ground, their Zakah are either
like buried treasure or like gold and silver. 38

•

Zakah of cultivated land crops is paid once the crop has ripened and
has been harvested. Its Nisab is 612 kilos, which equals 1,346.40 lb.
There is no Zakah on production that is less than this amount. If the
production depends only on rainwater, or without any human labor
or itTigation, the due Zakah is one-tenth of the total. If equipment
and tools are used for irrigation, then the Zakah due is half of onetenth of the total production.

•

Zakah on industrial production and the return of land and estates:
There are two schools of thought: to consider it either as trade
wealth i.e., the Zakah is 2.5%, or like cultivated crops, that is, onetenth on the invested wealth produced without effort, or half one-

The Zakah of gold and silver:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Nothing is incumbent on you, that is, on gold, till it reaches twenty dinars.
When you possess twenty dinars and one year passes on them, half a
dinar is payable. Whatever exceeds, that will be reckoned properly. No
Zakah is payable on property till a year passes on it."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet {peace be upon him) said :
"No Zakah is due on property mounting to less than five Uqiyahs (128
grams. It may be less or more according to different countries) (of silver)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Zakah of buried treasure:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"No blood money will be charged if somebody dies in a mine or in a well or
is killed by an animal; and if somebody finds a treasure in his land, he has
to give one-fifth of it (as Zakah)." (Reported by Al-Bukhari)

Teach Yourself Islam
tenth, if effort is exerted. 39 In another school, it is considered as
trade wealth i.e. Zakah is 2.5%.
•

Zakah on cattle that are freely grazed:
a) There is no Zakah on camels unless there are five of them
grazing freely, and they have been in one's possession for a
year. When the camels are five, their Zakah is one sheep.
Thus, every time they increase by five, Zakah due on them is
one more sheep. However, when they reach twenty-five, due
Zakah is a one-year she-camel that is starting its second year.
The Zakah changes further according to the increase in camels,
as detailed in the Sunnah.
b) The Nisab of cows is thirty heads, and its Zakah is equal to a
one-year old calf, for up to forty heads. Afterwards, Zakah
changes to be a two-year old cow, when the number reaches
forty. If they increased more than that, their Zakah is a one
year old calf for every thirty heads and a two-year old cow for
every forty heads.

39

The Zakah of fruits and grains:
Allah says:
(T'\V :o.AJI) ( ~')JI ().. ~ 4~i ~~ ('1:··,.( L. ~$ ~ i~i i~i U:~l ~~ 4 )
This means: uvou who believe! Spend of the good things which you have
(legally) earned, and of that which We have produced from the earth for
you." (2, AI-Baqarah: 267)
Allah says:
(' t' =rta.i~l) {~~~ ~._, ~ i;i~)
This means: upay the due thereof (its Zakah, according to Allah's Orders
1/10th or 1/20th) on the day of its harvest." {6, AI-An'am: 141)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"On a land irrigated by rain water or by natural water channels or if the
land is wet due to a nearby water channel, ·ushr (i.e. one-tenth) is
compulsory (as Zakah); and on the land irrigated by the well, half of an
'Ushr (i.e. one-twentieth) is compulsory (as Zakah on the yield of the
land)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"There is no Zakah payable (on grain or dates) on less than five camelloads (A camel-load is about 33 liters)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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c) The N isab of sheep and goats is forty heads and their Zakah is a
six month (or more) old sheep, two heads of sheep for every
120 heads, three heads of sheep for every 200 heads, and a
sheep for every hundred when the amount reaches 300 heads.
•

The eight channels of Zakah are:
a) The poor whose income, even if it is more than the Nisab, does
not suffice their basic needs and those under their care.
b) Those who are indigent; that is, those who have no source of
mcome.
c) Those who administer the Zakah department, assigning people
for collecting, book keeping, and making lists of people
eligible for Zakah.
d) The new converts to Islam whose hearts need to be harmonized
into the fold of Islam, and some non-Muslims for their good
neighborhood or to ward off their harm.
e) The bondsmen who have contracted with their masters to buy
themselves out of bondage. They deserve Zakah and should be
given enough to pay off their debt to the masters and be freed,
or to buy them to set them free (slavery gradually ended
among Muslims because of this legislation).
f) People in debt: debtors who are unable to pay their debts, but on ·
condition that the debt is not in a sinful deed which he has not
repented of.
g) In the Path of Allah, at the top of which is Jihad for the
propagation and vindication of Islam and Muslims, and
everything that is of benefit for the Muslim community,
including its infrastructure, public utilities and services.
h) The wayfarer. He is the traveler who runs out of money in a
strange land.

J~~~~~~--T_ea_c_h_Y_o_u_rs_el_f_Is_la_m______________________
"' ,....4~'
•

40

Taxes collected by contemporary governments do not exempt the
Muslims from paying the obligatory Zakah because of the clear
difference between the two in legislation, system, and the target
40
channels.

Animals Zakah:
Abu Sa'id AI-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"A bedouin said, '0 Allah's Messenger! Inform me about the emigration.'
The Prophet said, 'Wayhaka (may Allah be merciful to you)! The question
of emigration is a difficult one. Have you got some camels?' The bedouin
said, 'Yes' The Prophet said, 'Do you pay their Zakah?' He said, 'Yes.' The
Prophet said, 'Go on doing like this from beyond the seas, for Allah will
not let your deeds go in vain.'" (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If any owner of camels does not pay what is due on him, and of his due in
that (camels) is (also) to milk them on the day when they come down to
water, when the Day of Resurrection comes a soft sandy plain would be
set for him, as extensive as possible, (he will find) that not a single young ,
one is missing, and they will trample him with their hoofs and bite him with
their mouths. As often as the first of them passes him, the last of them
would be made to return during a day the extent of which would be fifty
thousand years, until judgment is pronounced among servants.'' (Reported
by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There is no Zakah payable (on grain or dates) on less than five camelloads.'' (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Camels:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"For twenty-five camels, five sheep are to be paid. If they exceed by one, a
she-camel in her second year is to be given. If there is no she-camel in her
second year, a male camel in its third year is to be given, up to thirty-five.
If they exceed by one, a she-camel in her third year is to be given, up to
forty-five. If they exceed by one, a she-camel in her fourth year is to be
given." (Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud)
Cows:
Mu' adh Ibn Jabal (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"When the Prophet (peace be upon him) sent him to Yemen, he ordered
him to take a year old male or female calf for every thirty cattle and a cow
in its third year for every forty." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Regarding cattle, a yearling bull calf is payable for every thirty, and a cow
in her third year for forty.'' (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)

Unit 3: Worship ...,,.f~

-------------------------------------------~~ 131.~

...~

•

ObJigatory financial support means to support one's parents,
children and wife. They are not considered among the recipients of
41
Zakah.

Sheep:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When the herd counts forty freely grazing heads at the end of the year, its
Zakah is one sheep. This is applicable until the number reaches 120, at
which point, up until 200, the Zakah is two sheep. From 201 to 300, their
Zakah is three sheep. When the number is above 300, one additional sheep
is added for each increment of one hundred." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
41

Channels of Zakah:
Allah says:
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This means: "As-Sadaqat (here it means Zakah) are only for the Fuqara'
(poor), and AI-Masakin (the poor) and those employed to collect (the
funds); and for to attract the hearts of those who have been · inclined
(towards Islam); and to free the captives; and for those in debt; and for
Allah's Cause (i.e. for Mujahidun- those fighting in the holy wars), and for
the wayfarer (a traveller who is cut off from everything); a duty imposed by
Allah. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise." (9, At-Taubah: 60)
Those who administer the Zakah department:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Sadaqah is not to be given to rich man, with the exception of five classes:
One who fights in Allah's Path, or one who collects it, or a debtor, or a man
who buys it with his money, or a man who has a poor neighbor who has
been gtven Sadaqah and gives a present therefrom to the rich man."
(Reported by Ahmad)
The indigents:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
" A poor person is not that who goes around begging from people and who
can be turned away with a morsel or two, or a date or two. A true needy is
that who does not find the sufficient money to make him rich, does not
disclose his poverty so that he might be given alms, and does not go
around begging." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The debtors:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Begging is not lawful except for three cases: a case of one who has taken
on himself to pay money for settling disputes, for him begging is
permissible till the guarantee is discharged and should then refrain. (The
second is) a person whose property has been destroyed by a calamity; he
is allowed to beg till he attains sufficiency. (The third case is that of) a
person who is in a dire necessity (due to hunger) and whose destitution is
affirmed by three authorities. For such person, begging is lawful till he
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Zakah Al-Fitr is obligatory to be paid, with the end of Ramadan, by
every Muslim for himself and every person he supports. It is
permissible to pay it before the end of Ramadan until the Feast
prayers. No one is exempted from it, except the one who can not
afford the costs of his food for the day and night of the Feast. Its
amount per person is equal to three kilograms of the prevalent food
in the country such as wheat, rice, barely, dates, raisins, etc. (or
money- equivalent in some Schools of Jurisprudence). 42

3-4 Fasting
•

Fasting is abstaining from eating, drinking and sexual relations from
the break of dawn until sunset, with a specific intention. 43

attains what will support him or provide him subsistence. All other
begging is unlawful and that who indulges in it would acquire unlawful
earnings." (Reported by Muslim)
42

Zakah AI-Fitr:
'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) prescribed the Sadaqah
(Zakah) relating to the breaking of the fast as a purification of the fasting
from empty and obscene talk and as food for the poor. If anyone pays it
before the prayer (of 'ld AI-Fitr), it will be accepted as Zakah. If anyone
pays it after the prayer, that will be a Sadaqah like other Sadaqahs
(charity)." (Reported by Ibn Majah and Abu Dawud)
Abu Sa' id AI-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"We used to give one Sa' (a measure equivalent to four Mudds, three
kilograms approx.) of meal, or one Sa' of barley, or one sa· of dates, or
one Sa' of dried buttermilk, or one Sa' of raisins (dried grapes) as Zakah
AI-Fitr." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
43

The obligation of fasting :
Allah says:
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This means: "You who believe/ Observing As-Sawm (the fasting) is
prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may
become AI-Muttaqun (the pious)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 183)

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Islam is raised on five (pillars): The testification that there is no god but
Allah, that Muhammad is His bondsman and Messenger, the establishment
of prayers, the payment of Zakah, performance of pilgrimage to the House
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•

Fastwg is a great blessing from Allah as well as its spiritual, social
and health benefits.

•

Fasting in Ramadan is a pillar of Islam and it is obligatory. It is
mandatory on every sane, adult Muslim.

•

The reward for any righteous deed in Ramadan is more than in any
other month such as night voluntary prayers and invoking Allah,
recitation of the Qur' an, charity, I' tikaf (retiring to a mosque for
devotion during the last ten days of Ramadan), waiting for and
celebrating Laylat ul-Qadr , and performing 'Umrah. 44

of Allah (Ka' bah), and fasting during Ramadan."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
44

The grace of fasting:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Every servant of Allah who observes fast for a day in the Way of Allah,
Allah will remove, because of this day, his face farther from the Fire (of
Hell) to the extent of seventy years' distance." (Reported by An-Nasa' i)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"In Paradise, there is a gate which is called Ar-Rayyan through which only
the observers of fast will enter on the Day of Resurrection. None else will
enter along with them. It will be proclaimed: 'Where are the observers of
fast who should be admitted into it?' And when the last of them will enter,
it will be closed and no one will enter it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Fasting is a protection against sins." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"The five (daily) prayers and from one Friday prayer to the next, and from
Ramadan to (next) Ramadan, there is expiation for the sins committed in
between (their intervals) provided one shuns the major sins."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Whosoever fasts during the month of Ramadan because of faith and
seeking reward from Allah, his past sins will be forgiven."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"When there comes the month of Ramadan, the gates of mercy are
opened, and the gates of Hell are locked and the devils are chained."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)

<~~)--T_e_a_c_h_Y_o_u_r_s_el_f_I_sl_a_m__________________________

The grace of giving charity in Ramadan:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If one provides something to the faster for breaking the fast, he earns the
same reward as the one who was fasting without decreasing in any way
the reward of the latter." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) was the most generous of people
and he was the most generous during Ramadan. Gabriel used to meet him
every night and he recited the Holy Qur'an to him. Durin9 this period, the
generosity of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was faster than
the ever blowing wind ." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Musiim)
Night voluntary prayers and invocation of Allah:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"He who performs the optional prayer during Ramadan out of faith and
hoping to earn a reward, his past sins will be pardoned."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"When the (last) ten (nights of Ramadan) would come, the Prophet (peace
be upon him) would spend the night in worshipping, awaken his family (to
perform acts of worship), and tighten AI-Mi'zar (loin cloth) (this is a
metaphor of doing one's best or refraining from sexual intercourse.)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The recitation of Qur'an:
'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet
(peace be upon him) said:
"The fast and the Qur'an are two intercessors for the servant of Allah on
the Day of Resurrection. The fast will say, '0 Lord, I prevented him from
his food and desires during the day. Let me intercede for him.' The Qur'an
will say: 'I prevented him from sleeping at night. Let me intercede for him.'
And their intercession will be accepted." (Reported by Ahmad)
Retiring in a mosque:
·Abdullah ibn · Umar narrated that:
"Allah's Apostle used to practice rtikaf in the last ten days of the month of
Ramadan." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Performing 'Umrah in Ramadan:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Performing ' Umrah during Ramadan is equal to performing Hajj (or is
equal to performing Hajj with me)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Ramadan is ascertained with the sight of the Hila] (crescent) or the
completion of thirty days of the month of Sha 'ban. The fast ends
45
with the birth of the crescent of the month of Shawwal.

•

Breaking the fast is permissible for travelers, patients, women
having their monthly period, pregnant and nursing women, and
these days can be made up for at a later time.

•

An elderly person who is unable to fast as weil as patients suffering
from incurable diseases are also allowed to break their fast, and can
feed an indigent person for every day that they did not fast. 46

45

Ascertaining the beginning of Ramadan:
Allah says:
(' Ao

:o.AJI) (~·.:.,)i~ ~~ ~ ~ u:.i )

This means: "So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of)
the month (of Ramadan i.e. is present at his home), he must observe Sawm
(fasts) that month." (2, AI-Baqarah: 185)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said :
"Fast when you see the new moon and break it on sighting it (the new
moon of shawwal), but if the sky is cloudy for you, then complete the
number (thirty)." (Reported by Muslim)
46

Licenses of breaking the fast:
Allah says:
d.· .• <·....

•
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This means: "But if any of you is ill or on a journey, the same number
(should be made up) from other days. And as for those who can fast with
difficulty, (e.g. an old man, etc.), they have (a choice either to fast or) to
feed a Miskin (poor person) (for every day)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 184)
Abu Sa' id AI-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"We went out on an expedition with the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him) during Ramadan. Some of us observed the fast and some of us
broke it. Neither the observer of the fast had any grudge against one who
broke it, nor the breaker of the fast had any grudge against one who had
fasted. They knew that he who had strength enough (to bear its rigor)
fasted and that was good, and they also found that he who felt weak (and
could not bear the burden) broke it, and that was also good."
(Reported by Muslim)
Explaining the verse; 'And as for those who can fast with difficulty,' Ibn ' Abbas
said: 'This was a concession granted to the aged man and woman who were
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It is obligatory for women having their monthly period, or post-

natal bleeding to break their fast, and make up these days by fasting
later on.
•

It is recommended for those fasting to break their fast promptly and
defer the daybreak meal as much as possible, say the known
supplication when breaking the fast, and begin the meal with dates
or water. 47

able (with difficulty) to keep fast; they were allowed to leave the fast and instead
feed an indigent person for each fast; (and a concession) to pregnant and
suckling women when they apprehended harm (to themselves).'
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
Redemption instead of others:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If a person dies and fasting is due on him, his heir should fast on his
behalf." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Ibn "Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"A man came to the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) and said:
Messenger of Allah, my mother has died (in a state) that she had to
observe fast of a month (of Ramadan). Should I complete (them) on her
behalf? Thereupon, he (the Prophet) said: Would you not pay the debt if
your mother had died (without paying it)? He said: Yes. He (the Prophet)
said: 'The debt of Allah is more proper to be paid."'
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
47

The Sunnahs of fasting:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"My people will continue doing good deeds as long as they hasten in
breaking the fast." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to break his fast before
offering prayers with some fresh dates, but if there were no fresh dates, he
would have a few dry dates, and if there were no dry dates he would sip
water." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Mu'adh Ibn Zuhrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) used to say when he broke his
fast: 0 Allah, for You I have fasted, and with Your provision I have broken
my fast." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"The limit between our fast and that of the People of the Book is taking
predawn meal." (Reported by Muslim)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Take a predawn meal because there is a blessing in it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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It is permissible during fasting to use medicine which does not
reach the stomach through the throat, eat, drink, and have lawful
sexual intercourse during the period from sunset to dawn. 48

• Fasting is still valid if one cats or drinks by mistake, has wet
dreams, or has major ritual impurity (Janabah) at night.
•

It is offensive during the fast to lie, make trouble, rinse one's mouth

excessively, or expose oneself to whatever stimu1ates lust. 49
•

What nullifies the fast are:
a) Intentionally allowing food to travel through the mouth or nose
to the stomach.
b) Ejaculation of semen because of a lustful act without
intercourse.
- Both a) and b) entail a redemption without an expiation.
c) Sexual intercourse and intentional eating or drinking; each of
them obliges, besides making up for the day, freeing a person

Zayd Ibn Thabit (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"We took the Suhur with the Prophet. Then he stood for the prayer. Anas
asked, 'What was the interval between the Suhur and the Adhan?' I replied,
'The interval was sufficient to recite fifty verses of the Qur'an. '"
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
48

Acts permissible during observing fasting:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone eats or drinks forgetfully while observing fast, he should
complete his fast, for it is only Allah Who has fed him and given him
drink." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
49

Acts offensive during observing fasting:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"And sniff your nose, but be careful when you are fasting."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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in bondage, or fasting two consecutive months, or feeding
sixty poor people an average meal. 5°
•

Days recommended for fasting throughout the year are:
a) The day of ' Arafah (for other than the pilgrim)
b) The day of 'Ashura' and a day before it (tenth and ninth of
Muharram)
c) Six days in Shawwal
d) Any day in the first half of Sha ' ban
e) The first nine days ofDhul-Hijjah
f) Any days in Muharram

g) The thirteenth, fourteenth, and fi fteenth of every lunar month
(White Days)
h) Mondays and Thursdays

50

Nullifiers of fasting:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"But if he vomits intentionally, he must make atonement."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"A man came to the Prophet and said, 'I have been ruined for I have had
sexual relation with my wife in Ramadan (while I was fasting). The Prophet
said (to him), 'Manumit a slave.' The man said, ' I can not afford that.' The
Prophet said , '(Then) fast for two successive months.' The man said, 'I can
not do that.' The Prophet said, '(Then) feed sixty poor persons.' The man
said, 'I have nothing (to feed them with).' Then a big basket full of dates
was brought to the Prophet. The Prophet said, 'Where is the questioner?
Go and give this in charity.' The man said, '(Shall I give this in charity) to a
poorer person than I? By Allah, there is no family in between these two
mountains (of Medina) who are poorer than us.' The Prophet then smiled
till his canine teeth became visible, and said, 'Then (feed) your {family with
it).'" (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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i) Fasting a day and breaking one's fast the next day (the fast of
the Prophet David, (peace be upon him)
j) Increasing fasting for the unmarried person who can not afford
.

marriage expenses.

51

51

Days recommended for fasting:
When the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was questioned about the
fast on the day of 'Arafah, he said:
"It is expiation for the sins of the preceding year and the coming one."
(Reported by Muslim)
When the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was asked about the fasting
on the tenth day of Muharram, he replied:
"It expiates the sins of the previous year." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If I remain alive until the next year, I shall keep the fast on the ninth of
Muharram (as well)." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If one fasts throughout Ramadan and then followed it with fasting on the
first six days of Shawwal (after the 'ld day), it will be counted as if he has
fasted throughout the year." (Reported by Muslim)
· A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"I did not see the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) completing the
fast of a month, but that of Ramadan, and I did not see him fasting more in
any other month than that of Sha' ban."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"There are no days during which righteous action is so pleasing to Allah
as righteous action in the first ten days of Dhui-Hijjah. He was asked: 0
Messenger of Allah, not even striving in the Cause of Allah? He replied:
Not even striving in the Cause of Allah except in the case of one who goes
forth with his life and his property and does not return with either of it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"The best month for fasting next to Ramadan is Muharram."
(Reported by M~slim)
Qatadah Ibn Milhan (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) ordered us to fast on the
three "white Days": thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth of each lunar
month." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Actions are presented on Mondays and Thursdays, so I like that my
actions may be presented while I am fasting." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:

~"-
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•

Days in which fasting is offensive are the day of ' Arafat for the
pilgrim, singling out Frid~y or Saturday for fasting, and the second
half of Sha 'ban.

•

Cases in which fasting is highly offensive are the doubtful day (the
thirtieth of Sha 'ban), fasting everyday for life, continuous fasting of
days and nights without a break, and a married woman fasting (in
other than Ramadan) without the consent of her husband. 52

"To Allah, the best fast is that of David, and the best prayer is that of David
(peace be upon him) for he would sleep half of the night and stand for
prayer for one third of it and (then) would sleep on sixth of it, and he would
fast one day and break it on the other. He used not to flee on encountering
the enemy." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He who can afford to marry should marry, because it will help him refrain
from looking at other women, and save his private parts from committing
illegal sexual relation; and he who can not afford to marry is advised to
fast, as fasting is a safeguard (from lust)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
52

Cases in which fasting is offensive:
Offensive fasting:
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) prohibited fasting on the day of
'Arafah at 'Arafah." (Reported by Ahmad)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"None of you should observe optional fasting on Friday unless along with
another day, before or after it." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Do not fast on Saturday except what has been made obligatory on you;
and if -one of you can get nothing but a grape skin or a piece of wood from
a tree, he should chew it." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"When the middle of Sha'ban comes, do not fast."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
Highly offensive fasting:
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) prohibited continuous
fasting." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Do not fast continuously day and night (AI-Wisal practice)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
'Ammar Ibn Yasir (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
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Fasting is prohibited on the two days of Al-Fitr Bairam and AlAdha (Sacrifice) Bairam, on the three days ofTashriq (days
following the immolation day), for the severely ill patient, and for
women having their monthly period, or post-natal bleeding.53

l-5 The Pilgrimage (Hajj)
•

There are certain conditions that must be met in order to make the
pilgrimage (Hajj) and the lesser pilgrimage ('Umrah) obligatory for
a person. A person must be Muslim, sane, and mature. Hajj must be
affordable to him (i.e. expenses, transportation, and safety of the
road).

"He who fasts the day of Shakk (in which it is not decided whether the
following day is the beginning of Ramadan or not), disobeys Abui-Qasim,
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)."
(Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Whoever fasts daily throughout his life is just as the one who does not
fast at all." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Abu Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"'Umar asked the Prophet: Messenger of Allah, what is the position of one
who perpetually observes fast? Thereupon, he said: He neither fasted nor
broke it, or he said: He did not fast and he did not break it."
(Reported by An-Nasa'i)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"It is not lawful for a woman to fast (optional fasting) without the
permission of her husband if he is at home."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
53

Prohibited fasting:
'Umar Ibn AI-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Allah's Prophet has forbidden people to fast on the day on which you
break fasting (the fast of Ramadan) and the day on which you eat the meat
of your sacrifices." (i.e. the first day of AI-Adha Bairam).
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The days of Tashriq are the days of eating and drinking."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Is it not true that a woman does not pray and does not fast on
menstruating? And that is the defect (loss) in her religion."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)

(~~)--T_e_a_c_h_Y_o_u_r_s_el_f_I_sl_a_m__________________________
•

Hajj, one of the five pi11ars of Islam, is obligatory to be performed
once in one's lifetime, 54 while 'Umrah is a highly recommended
55
Sunnah.

54

Obligation of Hajj:
Allah says:
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This means: "And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka 'bah) is a
duty that mankind owes to Allah, on those who can afford the expenses
(for one's conveyance, provision and residence)." (3, AI-'lmran: 97)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Islam is raised on five (pillars): The testification that there is no god but
Allah, that Muhammad is His bondsman and Messenger, the establishment
of prayer, the payment of Zakah, the pilgrimage to the House of Allah
(Ka'bah), and fasting during Ramadan."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"AI-Aqra' Ibn Habis asked the Prophet (peace be upon him) saying:
Messenger of Allah! Hajj is to be performed annually or only once? He
replied: Only once, and if anyone performs it more often, he performs a
supererogatory act." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
55

·umrah is a highly recommended Sunnah:
Allah says:

('-., :o.AJI) ( ~ ~:;d.l1:, ~~ i~l:,)
This means: "And perform properly (i.e. all the ceremonies according to
the ways of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)) the Hajj and 'Umrah
(i.e. the pilgrimage to Makkah) for Allah." (2, AI-Baqarah: 196)
Laqit Ibn ' Amir {may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that he came to the
Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) and said: My father is a very old man
who Is not able to perform Hajj or · Umrah or to undertake the journey. The
Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) said:
"Perform Hajj and ·umrah on behalf of your father."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Hajj and ·umrah are recommended:
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was asked: Which of the
deeds is the best? He replied: Faith in Allah and his Messenger. It was
said: What is next? He replied: Striving in the Cause of Allah . It was said:
What is thereafter? He replied: An accepted Hajj."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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•

The Prophet (peace be upon him) incited the desire for Hajj and
'Umrah and warned from neglecting them.

•

It is permissible for the one who already perfonned Hajj to do it on

behalf of another person who is unable to perform it because of
illness, old age, or death.
•

Hajj and 'Umrah have rites, obligatory elements, prohibitions, and
Sunnah.

•

Rites: Hajj and 'Umrah are invalidated if either of them is left.

•

Obligatory elements: It is a sin not to perform any of them . There is
a ruling legislated by Allah to be imposed upon he who rejects one
of these elements.

•

Prohibitions: The Lawgiver prohibited certain things, and each has
rulings if it is done.

•

Sunnahs: They are all enactments done by the Prophet (peace be
upon him), other than the rites and obligations. They are
recommended to be performed, but it is not a sin if one fails to do
them .

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Whoever performs Hajj without talking indecently or committing any fault
returns from the Hajj as the day on which his mother gave birth to him (i.e.
free from sins)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Hajj which is accepted will receive no reward other than Paradise."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
' A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"I requested the Prophet to permit me to participate in Jihad, but he said,
"Your Jihad is the performance of Hajj." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"An · umrah is an expiation for the sins committed between it and the next,
and Hajj which is accepted will receive no reward other than Paradise."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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The rites of Hajj are four:
a) Ihram
b) Tawaf (Circumambulation around the Ka 'bah)
c) Sa'y (Hastening between As-Safa and Al-Marwah): only
obligatory for Hanafi School
d) Standing on Mount 'Arafah

•

The rites of 'Umrah are: Ihram, Tawaf, and Sa 'y.

lhram
•

It is mandatory to enter the state oflhram from the sites and on
times prescribed by the Lawgiver, and not to wear sewn clothes (for
men). If any of these two acts are not accomplished, an animal (e.g.
sheep) should be slaughtered or one has to fast for ten days for
those who can not afford.

•

It is unlawful while being in lhram to cover the head with headgear,
shave or cut one's hair, trim one's nails, apply perfume, or wear
sewn clothes. If any of these is performed, one has to make up for it
by fasting for three days, feeding six indigent people, or
slaughtering a sheep.

•

Sexual intercourse nullifies Hajj . All its rituals, beside slaughtering
a camel or a cow, or fasting ten days, must be first completed.
Sexual prelude is also prohibited and the expiation is to slaughter a
sheep, the same as for killing or hunting a game in the Haram.
Marriage or engagement is also forbidden, but no expiation is
stipulated except repentance and asking for forgiveness.

•

Sunnah of Ihram are bathing, wearing a clean white cloth, entering
Thram after performing a prayer, trimming one's nails, trimming
one's moustache, removing pubic hair, as well as continuous
recitation of the Talbiyah: Labbayka Allahumma Labbayk (here I
am at Your service, my Lord!), supplication, and praying the
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benediction on the Prophet (peace be upon him). Talbiyah is an
obligation for the Maliki Juristic School. 56

56

!hram:
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Allah's Messenger had fixed Dhui-Hulayfah as the Miqat (a place from
where a person assumes lhram) for the people of Medina; AI-Juhfah for the
people of Sham; and Qarn AI-Manazil for the people of Najd; and Yalamlam
for the people of Yemen. So, these (above-mentioned) are the Mawaqit for
all those living at those places and, besides them, for those who come
through those places with the intention of performing Hajj and ' Umrah.
Whoever lives within these places {i.e. nearer to Mecca) should assume
lhram from his dwelling place, and similarly the people of Mecca can
assume lhram from Mecca." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"A Muhrim should not wear a shirt, or a turban, or a cap, or trousers, Nor
(should he wear) stockings {i.e. no sort of sewn clothes). But in case he
does not find shoes, {but before wearing stockings) should trim them (in
such a way) that they should become lower than the ankles." Also, he
should not wear a cloth touched with wars {wars was applied as dyestuff
to the clothes) or with saffron". (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Talbiyah:
Its Wording:
"labbayka Allahumma Labbayka. Labbayka La Sharika Laka Labbayka.
lnnal-hamda Wan-ni'mata laka Wal Mulk. La Sharika Lak". (I respond to
Your call, 0 Allah, I respond to Your call, and I am obedient to Your orders,
You have no partner, I respond to Your call. All the praises and blessings
be for You, All the sovereignty be for You. And You have no partner with
you." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Unlawful things during lhram:
Allah says:
(~ o :o.1.iWI) (f.~ ~i:_, ~\ i_,l:ii1 ~ lfol (J:~I ~i l; ,f
This means: "0 you who believe! Kill not game while you are in a state of
lhram for Hajj or 'Umrah (pilgrimage)." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 95)
Allah says:

(' ~v :oJ&:JI) (~I~ j;~ ~:., ~ ~:., d:; ~~1
This means: "Then he should not have sexual relations (with his wife), nor
commit sin, nor dispute unjustly during the Hajj." (2, AI-Baqarah: 197)
Allah says:

(' ~" :oJ&:JI) (~ :.,i ~~ :.,i ~~ ~ ~~ ~~~ J.. (.S~i ~ :.,i ~; ~ (.Jts ~}
This means: "And whosoever of you is ill or has an ailment in his scalp
(necessitating shaving), he must pay a Fidyah (ransom) of either observing
Sawm {fasts) (three days) or giving Sadaqah (charity - feeding six poor
persons) or offering sacrifice (one sheep)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 196)
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Tawaf (Circumambulation)
•

In Hajj, there are three circumambulations: Tawaf Al-Ifadah (goingforth) which is a pillar rite of Hajj and Hajj is not accomplished
without it, as well as Tawaf Al-Qudum (arrival) and Tawaf AlWada' (farewell) which are obligatory.

•

The conditions of Tawaf are like those of prayer, namely, intention,
purity, ablution, and covering one's private parts. It is performed
inside Al-Masjid Al-Haram (Inviolable Mosque), making the
Ka 'bah at the left-hand side and doing seven consecutive rounds in
an anti clockwise direction.

•

Sunnahs ofTawaf are: to kiss the Black Stone at the beginning of
Tawaf if possible (or to touch or point to it), to recite a certain
invocation at the beginning and the end of every circumambulation,
to touch the Yamani Comer and kiss the Black Stone whenever it is
passed if possible, pray two Rak'ahs after Tawafbehind Maqam
Ibrahim, and to drink from Zamzam.

•

Also, for men, it is a Sunnah to hasten in their steps during the first
three rounds ofTawaf Al-Qudurn, as well as to uncover the right
shoulder.

•

Among the good manners of Tawaf are submission, deep devotion,
and talking only when necessary.57

Killing games:
Allah says :
(-. o

:~.1.iWI) (~I():"~ C. J1:. ~~~)

This means: The penalty is an offerinfl. brought to the Ka 'bah, of an
eatable animal (i.e. sheep, goat, cow, etc.) equivalent to the one he killed."
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 95)
11

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"A Muhrim must neither marry himself, nor arrange the marriage of
another one, nor should he make a proposal of marriage."
(Reported by Muslim)
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Sa' y (Hastening between As-Safa and AI-Marwah)
•

The conditions of Sa 'yare to have an intention, to perform it after a
correctly made Tawaf (whether a pillar [rite] or obligatory), and to
complete seven consecutive rounds, starting from As-Safa.

•

The Sunnahs of Sa 'yare to stand on As-Safa and Al-Marwah
saying Allahu Akbar (Allah is Greatest) and a certain supplication
on every round. Sa'y rounds must come immediately after each
other, hastening one's strides between the 'green pi11ars' for
physically fit men.

57

Tawaf (circumambulating):
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Circumambulation around the Ka"bah is like prayer, yet you speak during
it. He who speaks during circumambulation should not say but what is
good." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Jabir Ibn "Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"But when we came with him (the Prophet) to the House (Ka"bah), he
touched the pillar and (made seven circuits) running three of them and
walking four." (Reported by Muslim)
Ibn "Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) and his Companions performed
· umrah from AI-Ji'irranah. They went quickly round the House (the Ka "bah)
moving their shoulders proudly. They put their upper garments under their
armpits and threw the ends over their left shoulders."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
The invocation of Sunnah:
Allah says:

(".' :o.AJI) ti~11 yl~ ~:., ~ ~~~~ ~:., ~ 4i~' ~ ~~ ~:; J~ ~ ~:'};
This means: "And of them there are some who say: "Our Lord! Give us in
this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that which is good, and
save us from the torment of the Fire!" (2, AI-Baqarah: 201)
The Maqam of Ibrahim:
Allah says:

(' "o :o.AJl) \~ ~'Y.l ~ti:. '->:' i_,~l_,},
This means: "And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim
(Abraham) (or the stone on which Ibrahim (Abraham) stood while he was
building the Ka'bah) as a place of prayer (for some of your prayers, e.g.
two Rak"at after the Tawaf of the Ka 'bah at Makkah)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 125)

...~~,;1:1~~
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Among the good manners of Sa 'yare purification and being
occupied with supplication. 5H

Standing on mount ' Arafah and the remaining Hajj
Rites:
•

To stay with the intention of Hajj at 'Arafah from the midday of the
9th ofDhul-Hijjah to the dawn of the following day (day of
immolation)

•

Among the obligatory elements of Hajj are: to stay in 'Arafah after
midday to sunset, spend the night of the lOth ofDhul-Hijjah at
Muzdalifah where pebbles are picked up and thrown on the day of
immolation (a set of seven pebbles thrown at AI-' Aqabah pillar) and
then to shave or cut one's hair short, spend two (for the one in a
hurry), or three nights at Mina (a Sunnah for Hanafi School), throw
three (sets of seven) pebbles (at the three pillars) after midday on
every day of Tashriq (two or three days following immolation), and

58

sa·y (walking between As-Safa and AI-Marwah):
Allah says:
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This means: ..Verily! As-Safa and AI-Marwah (two mountains in Makkah)
are of the Symbols of Allah. So it is not a sin on him who performs Hajj or
'Umrah (pilgrimage) of the House (the Ka 'bah at Makkah) to perform the
going (Tawaf) between them (As-Safa and AI-Marwah)."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 158)
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) raised his voice in Talbiyah for Hajj.
When he came (to Mecca), he went round the House (the Ka'bah) and
between As-Safa and AI-Marwah." (Reported by Ahmad)
Invocation on As-Safa and AI-Marwah :
"None has the right to be worshipped but Allah; He is One and has no
partner. All the kingdom is for Him, and all the praises are for Him, and He
is Omnipotent. None has the right to be worshipped but Allah. He has kept
up His promise and made His slave (the Prophet) victorious, and He Alone
defeated all the clans of (non-believers)." (Reported by Muslim)
Good manners of sa·y:
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Going round the House (the Ka' bah), running between As-Safa and AIMarwah, and lapidation of the pillars are meant for the remembrance of
Allah." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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finally perfom1 the farewel1 circumambulation (Tawaf Al-Wada ' )
(except for the Maliki School)

59

•

Sunnahs of Hajj are to go to Mina on the 81h ofDhul-Hijjah and
1
spend the night of the 9 h, to perfom1 the five prayers there, to
shorten and combine the Noon and Afternoon prayers with the
Imam at Namirah mosque before staying at 'Arafah, to postpone the
Sunset prayer to be combined with the Evening prayer at
Muzdalifah, to face the Ka 'bah at Al-Mash ' ar Al-Haram until the
time of traveling, and to follow the sequence of throwing Al' Aqabah pebbles, immolation, shaving, and finally Tawaf Al-Ifadah
which is to be performed before the sunset of the day of
immolation. 59

•

It is recommended for the pilgrim to visit the Prophet's Mosque
(peace be upon him) and other sights in Madinah. 60

Standing on 'Arafah:
Ya'mar Ad-Dayli (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"So he (a man) called the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him), saying:
How is Hajj done? He (the Prophet) ordered a man (to reply). He shouted
loudly: The Hajj, the Hajj is 'Arafah (i.e. standing on mount 'Arafah on the
Day of 'Arafah) ." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The rest of the integrals of Hajj:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Learn your rituals (by seeing me performing them)." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Receive (teaching) from me." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Stand where you are performing your devotions for you are an heir to the
heritage of Abraham." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"0 people! Proceed calmly. No virtue lies in rushing."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"None amongst you should depart until he performs the last
circumambulation round the House (Ka'bah)." (Reported by Muslim)

<>£!~)--T_e_a_c_h_Y_o_u_rs_e_Jf_I_s_Ja_m_________________________

60

Madinah:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Ibrahim declared Mecca as sacred and I declare sacred the area between
its two stony grounds (lava lands, by which he meant Medina)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Medina is a sanctuary from (the mountain of) 'A'ir to Thawr, therefore,
whoever innovates (in it) an heresy or commits a sin, or gives shelter to
such an innovator, will incur the curse of Allah, the angels, and all people;
and none of his compulsory or optional good deeds of worship will be
accepted." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Its (Medina's) fresh grass is not to be cut, its game is not to be driven
away, and things dropped in it are to be picked up by one who publicly
announces it, and it is not permissible for any man to carry weapons in it
for fighting, and it is not advisable that its trees are cut except what a man
cuts for the fodder of his camel." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily, Belief returns and goes back to Medina as a snake returns and
goes back to its hole (when in danger)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Medina is like a pair of bellows (furnace): It expels its impurities and
brightens and clears its good." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Medina is best for them if they knew. No one leaves it due to dislike of it
without Allah putting in it someone better than him in place of him; and no
one will stay there in spite of its hardships and distress without my being
an intercessor or witness on behalf of him on the Day of Resurrection."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
" None plots against the people of Medina but that he will be dissolved
(destroyed) like the salt is dissolved in water." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"None should nurse ill will towards the people of Medina, or Allah will melt
him in fire like the melting of lead or the dissolution of salt in water."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophetic Mosque:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Do not travel (for visiting) except for three mosques: AI-Masjid AI-Haram
(in Mecca), my mosque (in Medina), and AI-Masjid AI-Aqsa (in Jerusalem)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"One prayer in my Mosque is better than one thousand prayers in any
other mosque except for AI-Masjid AI-Haram." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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•

If one has entered the state of Ihram, and then for a valid reason was
unable to enter Makkah or stay at 'Arafah, he must slaughter an
animal and send it to the Ka'bah before concluding the Ihram. 61

•

The pilgrim can combine Hajj and 'Umrah in two ways:
a) Hajj Al-Qiran: To enter into Ihram for Hajj and 'Umrah and to
perform the rites of each before breaking the Ihram
b) Hajj At-Tamattu': To enter into Ihram for the rites of 'Umrah
then break it, then re-enter the state of Ihram for Hajj.
In both cases, the pilgrim has to either slaughter an animal, or fast
for three days during Hajj and seven days after returning home.

•

It is an obligatory Sunnah for the capable non-pilgrim to slaughter a

sheep, in order to revive the enactment of the Prophet Abraham
(peace be upon him), on the morning after the Feast prayer. It is
recommended that a third of the sacrificial animal be eaten, a third
be given as gifts, and a third be given as charity. It is possible for all
of it to be devoted to charity. 62

"Between my house and the pulpit there is a garden of the gardens of
Paradise." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
61

Pilgrims enclosed from entering Mecca for severe reasons:
Allah says:
•
'
I
.L11) .t -..,1 -· -- ·-·I W ·-·
' 1'·\.!l.
(, .. , :o J"f"
' '-! ...... '->:' ~
rw~ u: ;?
~

~

This means: "But if you are prevented (from completing them), sacrifice a
Hady (animal, i.e. a sheep, a cow, or a camel) such as you can afford." (2,
AI-Baqarah: 196)
Conditions of being enclosed from entering Mecca:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Duba'ah Bint Az-Zubayr, who was an
ailing woman :
"Enter into the state of lhram (uttering these words) of condition: I would
be free from it (i.e. be free from the state of lhram) when You would detain
me." (Reported by Muslim)
62

Sacrifice:
Allah says:

J~~~~~--T_e_a_ch__Y_o_u_rs_e_lf_I_sl_am
_________________________
~~'<4,

"'

This means: "Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him
only)." (108, Al-Kauthar: 2)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) commanded that a ram with black
legs, black belly and black (circles) round the eyes should be brought to
him, so that he should sacrifice it. He said to me ('A'ishah): Give me the
large knife, and then said: Sharpen it on a stone. I did that. He then took it
(the knife) and then the ram; he placed it on the ground and then sacrificed
it." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The son of Adam does not perform any deed more beloved to Allah on
the Day of Sacrifice than shedding blood (of a sacrificial animal). He will
come on the Day of Resurrection with its (sacrificial animal) horns, hoofs,
and hairs. The blood (of the sacrificial animal) is shed in a place (i.e. near)
to Allah, the Glorified and the Exalted, before it is shed on the earth. So, be
pleased with it." (Reported by Ibn Majah and At-Tirmidhi)
It was narrated:
"The Companions said to the Prophet (peace be upon him), 'What about
these sacrificial animals?' The Prophet said, '(It is) the Sunnah of your
father Ibrahim.' They said, 'What do we have (as a reward from Allah) for
them, Messenger of Allah?' The Prophet responded, 'For every single hair
you have a virtue recorded to your credit.' They asked, 'What about wool,
Messenger of Allah?' The Prophet responded, 'For every single hair of the
wool you have a virtue recorded to your credit."' (Reported by Ibn Majah)
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Sacrifice only a grown-up animal, unless it is difficult for you, in which
case sacrifice a ram (of even less than a year, but more than six months'
age)." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Four (types of animals) should be avoided in sacrifice: A One-eyed animal
which has obviously lost the sight of one eye, a sick animal which is
obviously sick, a lame animal which obviously limps and an animal with a
broken leg with no marrow." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Whoever slaughtered the sacrifice before the prayer, he just slaughtered
it for himself, and whoever slaughtered it after the prayer, he slaughtered it
at the right time and followed the tradition of the Muslims."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"You may eat, preserve, and give in charity."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
' Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet offered one hundred Budnahs as Hady and ordered me to
distribute their meat (in charity) and I did so. Then, he ordered me to
distribute their covering sheets in charity and I did so. Then, he ordered
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Exercises
Purification
1. Mention four of the impurities.
2. Mention some of the conventional rules for using the toilet.
3. How is cleansing oneself after defecation carried out?
4. What are the obligatory integrals of ablution? What are its Sunnahs?
What are the acts which are considered offensive?
5. Mention three acts that nullify ablution.
6. On whom is ablution for every prayer obligatory?
7. What makes bathing obligatory? When is it praiseworthy? How is it
carried out?
8. Mention some of the Sunnahs of bathing and what is considered
offensive?
9. What is prohibited for the Junub?
10. When is Tayammum lawful? When is it invalid? How is it carried
out?
11 . What are the conditions for wiping over light leather socks or
regular socks?

Prayers
1.

On whom are prayers obligatory? On whom are they not?

2.

What are the conditions for performing prayers correctly?

3.

What are the prerequisites of prayers? Differentiate between
confirmed and unconfirmed Sunnah of prayers?

me to distribute their skins in charity and I did so."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
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4.

What is permitted in prayers? What is offensive in prayers?

5.

What nullifies prayers?

6.

What does one have to do if he forgets in prayers by adding or
leaving out a Rak'ah or one of the confirmed Sunnahs?

7.

What is the ruling concerning congregational prayers?

8.

Who should lead a congregational prayer?

9.

What is obligatory for the Imam in prayers? What is obligatory for
those standing behind him?

10. What is the ruljng concerning the Adhan (call for prayers)? What
is recommended about it?
11. What is the ruling of shortening and combining prayers while
traveling?
12. How can patients pray?
13. How are prayers performed on a battlefield?
14. On whom is Friday Prayer obligatory? How is it performed?
15. What are the Sunnahs of Friday Prayer?
16. What are the confirmed and unconfirmed Sunnah prayers?
17. Mention six other voluntary prayers.
18. What is the ruling concerning the funeral prayer? How is it
performed?

Zakah
1. What is the ruling of Zakah? What are the conditions for its being
obligatory?
2. How much is the Zakah of gold/silver? What is their Nisab?
3. How much is the Zakah of a buried treasure? And minerals?
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4. How much is the Zakah of cultivated crops and cereals? What is
their Nisab?
5. List and explain the channels ofZakah.
6. Does paying taxes to governments exempt the payment of Zakah?
Why?
7. What is the ruling ofZakah Al-Fitr (fast-breaking)? \Nhen should it
be paid? What is its amount?

Fasting
1. What is the ruling concerning fasting? What are the rewards to be
obtained during the month of Ramadan?
2. How are the beginning and .end of Ramadan ascertained?
3. Who is permitted to break the fast and then redeem it? Who is
permitted to break the fast and feed the indigent instead of fasting?
4. What nul1ifies fasting:
a) without an expiation.
b) with an expiation?
5. What is permitted for the fasting person?
6. What is recommended for the fasting person? What is offensive for
him?
7. What are the days other than Ramadan in which fasting is
recommended?
8. On which days is fasting offensive? When is fasting prohibited?

Pilgrimage
1. \Vhat are the conditions which make pilgrimage (Hajj) obligatory?
2. How many times must pilgrimage be performed?
3. What is the ruling of performing pilgrimage on behalf of another
person?
4. What are the differences between, and meaning of the following:
Hajj rites, its obligatory integrals, prohibitions and Sunnah?
5. What are the rites of Hajj and those of 'Umrah?
6. What are the obligatory integrals of Ihram? What are its
prohibitions and Sunnahs?

.J~~ J\.. Teach Yourself Islam
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7. How many circumambulations (Tawaf) are there in Hajj? What are
the rulings concerning each?
8. What are the conditions to make the Tawaf valid? What are its
Sunnahs and the good manners of performing it?
9. What are the conditions for the validity ofSa'y? What are its
Sunnahs and the good manners of performing it?
10. It is a time condition for staying in 'Arafah to be from ...... . to .. .. ...
11. Mention five of the obligatory integrals of Hajj and five Sunnahs.
12. What is the ruling of enclosure from Hajj?
13. What is combining Hajj and 'Umrah called? What is the
difference between the ways of combining?
14. What is the Sunnah for the non-pilgrim on the day of sacrifice?

UNIT4

Conduct
4-1 Morals
A: Excellent Characters
•

1

The core of the message of Islam is the call to excellent characters.

•

People of the highest rank on the Day of Resurrection are those
who are the best in characters.

•

Excellent characters are acquired through fighting the base desires
of the self and training it to pursue pious deeds and avoid evil.

•

Worship is training and education to achieve the excellence of
character.

•

The Prophet (peace be upon him) is a model of excellent character,
as he had been guided by Allah. 1

Excellent characters:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"AI-Birr (all that which is good) is excellence of character."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There is nothing heavier than good character put in the scale of a believer
on the Day of Resurrection." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The most perfect believer with respect to faith is he who is best of them in
character." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"The dearest and nearest among you to me on the Day of Resurrection will
be that who is the best of you in character. The most abhorrent and
farthest to me among you will be the talkative, the Mutashaddiqun (those
who utter words in a way that shows that they are eloquent), and the
arrogant." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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<>~~>----------------------------------------Advice
• Advice is sincere words given withopt an ulterior motive.
• Advice is a manner of the prophets.
• Advice is salvation from Hellfire.
• Advice is required by all people to all people.

2

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to Mu'adh:
"Fear Allah wherever you are, and perform good deeds after doing bad
actions, the former will wipe out the latter, and behave decently towards
people." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to invoke Allah saying:
"And guide me in the best of characters for none but You guides anyone
(in) good characters. Remove sins from me, for none else but You can
remove sins from me." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is a good example:
Allah says:

(t :~1) (~ ~~ ~)j)
This means: "And verily, you (0 Muhammad SAW) are on an exalted
standard of character." (68, AI-Qalam: 4)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"The character of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was entirely
according to the Qur'an." (Reported by Ahmad)
2

Advice:
Allah says:

This means: 11And recommend one another to the truth (i.e. order one
another to perform all kinds of good deeds (Al-Ma 'ruf which Allah has
ordained, and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds (AI-Munkar
which Allah has forbidden), and recommend one another to patience."
(103, AI-'Asr: 3)
Hud (peace be upon him) says, to his people, in the Holy Qur'an:
'

f

_.

.. .. . .. ,

('A :u_p'il) (~I ~U ~ Ulj)

This means: "And I am a trustworthy adviser (or well-wisher) for you."
(7, Al-A 'rat: 68)
Nuh (peace be upon him) says in the Holy Qur'an:
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Chastity
• There are levels of chastity, starting with avoiding prohibitions, and
then avoiding suspicion.

(',. :ulfo'JI) (~ ~ L. ~~ ~ ~I:., ;.SJ ~i:., ~:; ~~c...:-~ ?s~{)
This means: 1 convey unto you the Messages of my Lord and give sincere
advice to you. And I know from Allah what you know not." (7, Al-A ·raf: 62)
Salih (peace be upon him) says in the Holy Qur'an:
··~ -~~~~ -.~
• : ~ ~.J,
•.(r :.~1 ~-.J tr..J
•· ~:-~ ;,<;;)·.\
· ~ L~'"'
(v '\ :ul..F-'JI} .t, ~.
. Jil r.Ji
_,
This means: ~~o my people/ I have indeed conveyed to you the Message of
my Lord, and have given you good advice but you like not good advisers."
(7, Al-A 'raf: 79)
Shu'ayb (peace be upon him) says in the Holy Qur'an:
(~ r :ui..F-'JI) (;.Sl ~.J ~:;'?~c...!~~~ Jil r'lt 4 Jti:.,)
11
This means: 0 my people! I have indeed conveyed my Lord's Messages
unto you and I have given you good advice." (7, AI-A'raf: 93)
Allah says:
11

~ i;ti .(;u~ i;u:, ~~ ~ 4!11~ ~;.;,. tiil ~:., J.j~IJ w~ Ji:. ~~Y..! ~ w-- i.J)S 0:1~1 ~'
- - (V'\-- VA ;o.UWI} (~ i~ l. ~-~_foj .;s::.. ~ -(>:_,A~
This means: "Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved were
cursed by the tongue of Dawud (David) and '/sa (Jesus), son of Maryam
(Mary). That was because they disobeyed (Allah and the Messengers) and
were ever transgressing beyond bounds. They used not to forbid one
another from the Munkar (wrong, evil-doing, sins, polytheism, disbelief,
etc.) which they committed. Vile indeed was what they used to do."
(5, A/-Ma'idah: 78- 79)
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"(Our) religion is (calling to giving) advice. We (the Companions) asked:
For whom? He replied: For Allah, His Book, His Messenger and for the
leaders and common Muslims." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"By Him, in whose hand my soul is, you must enjoin what is reputable and
forbid what is disreputable, or Allah will certainly soon send punishment
on you. Then you will make supplication and you will not be answered."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)

~~
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• The highest rank of chastity is to be chaste even in what is
permissible of money, living and enjoyment, with the intention of
elevating the self. 3

3

Chastity:
Allah says:
;I
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This means: "(Charity is) for Fuqara' (the poor), who in Allah's Cause are
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land (for trade or
work). The one who knows them not, thinks that they are rich because of
their modesty. You may know them by their mark, they do not beg of
people at all. And whatever you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 273)
Allah says:
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This means: "And try orphans (as regards their intelligence) until they
reach the age of marriage; if then you find sound judgement in them,
release their property to them, but consume it not wastefully, and hastily
fearing that they should grow up, and whoever amongst guardians is rich,
he should take no wages, but if he is poor, let him have for himself what is
just and reasonable (according to his work)." (4, An-Nisa': 6)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Seven are (the persons) whom Allah would give protection with His shade
on the Day when there would be no shade but that of Him (i.e. on the Day
of Judgment, and they are): .•. and a man whom a beautiful woman of high
rank seduces (for illicit relation), but he (rejects this offer) saying: I fear
Allah." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said:
"Never had the family of Muhammad (may peace be upon him) eaten to the
fill with the bread of wheat for three successive nights until his death."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
·urwah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) used to say to m~ 'Son of my
sister, by Allah, I used to see the new moon, then the new moon, then the
new moon, i.e. three moons in two months, and fire was not kindled in the
house of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him). I ('Urwah) said:
Auntie, then what were your means of sustenance? She said: Dates and
water." (Reported by AI -Bukhari and Muslim)
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Faithfulness
• Faithfulness is the opposite ofbetrayal and is found in one' s full
commitment to a promise or an agreement.
• Faithfulness brings grace and reward from Allah.4

4

Faithfulness:
Allah says:
(' :o.ilWI) ( .l~

i_,i:_,i i_,i.1 6:1~1 ~~ y)

This means: "0 you who believe/ Fulfill (your) obligations."
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 1)
Allah says:
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This means: "And fulfill the Covenant of Allah (Bay'ah: pledge for Islam)
when you have covenanted, and break not the oaths after you have
confirmed them, and indeed you have appointed Allah your surety. " (16,
An-Nahl: 91)
Allah says:

(1" t = ~~~~1) ('JJ~ ()~ ~~
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This means: "And fulfil (every) covenant. Verily/ The covenant will be
questioned about." (17, Al-lsra': 34)
Allah says:
~Jlj 1.,i~ U:!iil ~Jl '-'"'~I (jp.j ~(.>w:uiJ ,.L...~I ~ ~t:.:...llj iJ~\&. I~} ~~ ~~lj)
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This means: "And who fulfill their covenant when they make it, and who
are patient in extreme poverty and ailment (disease) and at the time of
fighting (during the battles). Such are the people of the truth and they are
AI-Muttaqun (the pious)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 177)
Allah says:
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This means: "Those who break Allah's Covenant after ratifying it, and
sever what Allah has ordered to be joined (as regards Allah's religion of
Islamic Monotheism, and to practice its laws on the earth and also as
regards keeping good relations with kith and kin), and do mischief on
earth, it is they who are the losers." (2, AI-Baqarah: 27)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
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Forbearance
• Forbearance is patience and self-control especially during times of
anger. The prophets displayed the most forbearance. 5

"Three are the signs of a hypocrite: When he speaks, he tells lies, when he
makes a promise, he acts treacherously, and when he is trusted, he
betrays (whoever trusted him)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Four are the qualities which, when found in a person, make him a sheer
hypocrite, and one who possesses one of them, possesses one
characteristic of hypocrisy until he abandons it. They are: When he is
entrusted with something, he betrays trust; when he speaks, he lies; when
he promises, he acts treacherously; and when he argues, he behaves in a
very imprudent, insulting manner." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
5

Forbearance:
Allah says:
(",. :ut.!.).ll) !¥_~ 1)~ 0~~~ ~~ ~~l:., ~~

This means: "And when the foolish address them (with bad words) they
reply back with mild words of gentleness. 11 (25, AI-Furqan: 63)
Allah says:
~ ~~~ ~ 'i ~ ?--'L... ~~i ~J uj~i Wl)t!J ~ l~_)c\ _,ill; I~ lj)J Y

(oo

:~1)

This means: "And when they hear AI-Laghw (dirty, false, evil vain talk),
they withdraw from it and say: To us our deeds, and to you your deeds.
Peace be to you. We seek not the ignorant. 11 (28, AI-Qasas: 55)
Allah says:
(T' : w~)A.ll) •i. u~~ _,ill; :.F- ~ W::jj,_, ~
This means: "And those who turn away from AI-Laghw (dirty, false, evil
vain talk, falsehood, and all that Allah has forbidden). 11 (23, AI-Mu'minun: 3)
Tt1e Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"The strong man is not that who wrestles, but the strong man is that who
controls himself in a fit of rage." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"And if a man imputes to you of bad things he knows you possess, do not
impute to him bad things that you know he has." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him ) narrated that a man said to the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him):
"I have relatives with whom I try to maintain ties of relationship, but they
sever their relations with me; whom I treat kindly but they treat me badly,
with whom I am gentle but who are rough to me." He replied, " If you are as
you say, it is as if you are applying hot ashes to them (they will bear the
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Forgiveness
• Forgiveness is to forget harm and its impact within the heart, and it
is more than just pardoning.
• Forgiveness is a sign of established belief.
• Forgiveness is an attribute of the prophets and pious people.6

results of such bad conduct) and you will not be without a supporter
against them from Allah as long as you do so." (Reported by Muslim)
The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The one who swallows up anger in spite of possessing the power to give
effect to his anger will be called out by Allah, the Exalted, to the forefront
of the creatures on the Resurrection Day and will be put to option about
any pure-eyed virgin he will like." (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to Ashajj ' Abdul Qays (may
Allah be pleased with him):
"You possess two such qualities as Allah loves. These are forbearance
and leniency." (Reported by Muslim)
6

Forgiveness:
Allah says:

('.' :o.AJI) (~;.4 ~~ ~~ ~ i~1:, ifol!)
This means: ~~aut forgive and overlook, till Allah brings His Command."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 109)
Allah says:

(' r :o.l.lWI) ;(~I :.'?'j ;WI~~ ~1:, ~ ~ti#
This means: ~~aut forgive them, and overlook (their misdeeds). Verily, Allah
loves AI-Muhsinun (good-doers)." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 13)
Allah says:
("" :~) (~I~\ ~kl!)
This means: "So overlook (0 Muhammad SAW), their faults with gracious
forgiveness." (15, AI-Hijr: 85)
Allah says:

(~ :;J ..:au ~j\~ ~:, ~J~I 'i~\ ~~~ ~i ~ ~ ~J\ ~-;j~ ..l\ 'iJ ~\ 'i~ 'ij}
(rt : ~)
This means: "The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel (the
evil) with one which is better (i.e. Allah ordered the faithful believers to be
patient at the time of anger, and to excuse those who treat them badly),
then verily! He, between whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as
though he was a close friend." (41, Fussilat: 34)
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Generosity
• Islam calls to generosity and prohibits stinginess and avarice.

• A condition for generosity is that it should be done without reproach or
hurt.7

Allah says:
( t • : (.5 J_,.!:JI)

(~I ~ o:.P..U ~i:_,

r,

li£:. ~ j~·. ~/1-,. ~ -;j-. . ~I~:.,)

11

This means: The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof, But
whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah."
(42, Ash-Shura: 40)

Allah says:

(t,. :($~') (;_,'..~1 r~ ~ ~~ ~l

:#-:., ~ u:.fJ)

This means: "And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives that
would truly be from the things recommended by Allah."
(42, Ash-Shura: 43)

Ibn Kathir reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, on the Conquest
of Mecca:
"0 you people of Quraysh! What do you think of the treatment that I am
about to accord to you?" They replied: 0 noble brother and son of noble
brother! We expect nothing but goodness from you. Upon this he said: I
speak to you in the same words as Yusuf (the Prophet Joseph) spoke unto
his brothers:
·
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"No reproach on you this day." (12, Yusuf: 92)
The Prophet then added, "Go your way, for you are freed ones."
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah augments the honor of that who forgives." (Reported by Muslim)
7

Generosity:
Allah says:
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This means: "As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to Allah
and fears Him, And believes in AI-Husna (goodness). We will make smooth
for him the path of ease. But he who is greedy miser and thinks himself
self-sufficient. And gives the lie to AI-Husna. We will make smooth for him
the path for evil; And what will his wealth benefit him when he goes down
(in destruction)." (92, Al-Lay/: 5 - 11)
Allah says :
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This means: And whosoever is saved from his own covetousness, such
are they who will be the successful." (59, AI-Hashr: 9)

Allah says :
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This means: 11And spend (in charity) of that with which We have provided
you, before death comes to one of you and he says: My Lord! If only You
would give me respite for a little while (i.e. return to the worldly life), then I
should give Sadaqah (i.e. Zakat) of my wealth, and be among the righteous
[i.e. perform Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah)]." (63, AI·Munafiqun: 10)
Allah says:
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This means: 11You who believe! Spend of the good things which you have
(legally) earned, and of that which We have produced from the earth for
you, and do not aim at that which is bad to spend from it."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 267)
Allah says:
(~ Y : 61~ Ji) (~ ~ 4.iJI (,~ ~~ ~ jJi~;:; t:..'.J (J~ ~ jJj~;1;:;:. ~I j~ ()lfo
This means: " By no means shall you attain AI-Birr (piety, righteousness,
etc., it means here Allah's Reward, i.e. Paradise), unless you spend (in
Allah 's Cause) of that which you love; and whatever of good you spend,
Allah knows it well." (3, AI-'lmran: 92)
Allah says:
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This means: The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Way of
Allah, is as the likeness of a grain (of corn); it grows seven ears, and each
ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives manifold increase to whom He wills.
And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower. ' )
(2, AI-Baqarah: 261)
There are many more verses that urge people to be generous.
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Every day, servants (of Allah) get up at morn, two angels descend. One of
them says: 0 Allah, give him more who spends (for the sake of Allah) , and
the other says: 0 Allah, bring destruction to one who withholds."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim )
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
11
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Honesty
•

Honesty is the opposite of betrayal. It is to fulfill others' rights even
if they were traitors.

•

The Prophet was known as 'the most Honest' before revelation. It
is also an attribute of all the messengers and the righteous bondmen
of Allah.

•

Honesty in knowledge is to continue learning and be accurate in
conveying it to people.

"And give up miserliness as it was a cause of perishing those who lived
before you. It drove them to shed each others' blood and breach each
others' sanctity." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He who believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him show hospitality to his
guest." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)

He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Two qualities are not in a Muslim; stinginess and bad manners."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"What is most evil in a man are alarming niggardliness and unrestrained
cowardice." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"No envy except in two: A man whom Allah has given property,
empowering him to dispose of it (on what is right), and a man whom Allah
has given wisdom by which he judges and teaches it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Who among you considers the wealth of his heirs dearer to him than his
own wealth?'' They replied: 0 Allah's Messenger! There is none among us
but loves his own wealth more. The Prophet said, "So his wealth is
whatever he spends (in Allah s Cause) during his life (on good deeds)
while the wealth of his heirs is whatever he leaves after his death."
(Reported by Ai-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Protect ~ourselves from Hell-fire even though by giving half of a date in
charity." (Reported by A!-Bukhari)

Unit4: Condnct ....-~.(~}¢

---------------------~~ 167

"'4~

•

v

Honesty in treating people is to keep their secrets and to give them
their complete rights without delay. 8

8

Honesty:
Allah says:
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This means: "Verily! Allah commands that you should render back the
trusts to those, to whom they are due." (4, An-Nisa': 58)
Allah says:
(TV :J.iJ'JI) ( ~ ~t_, ~La~\ i;~J J;_.,Jllj ~I i;_~ ~ i~i 6:1~1 ~i 4:~
This means: "0 you who believe! Betray not Allah and His Messenger, nor
betray knowingly your Amanat (things entrusted to you, and all the duties
which Allah has ordained for you)." (8, AI-Anfal: 27)
Allah says:
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This means: "Truly, We did offer AI-Amanah (the trust or moral
responsibility or honesty and all the duties which Allah has ordained) to
the heavens and the earth, and the mountains, but they declined to bear it
and were afraid of it (i.e. afraid of Allah's Torment). But man bore it. Verily,
he was unjust (to himself) and ignorant (of its results)." (33, AI-Ahzab: 72)
Allah says:
(o A :Jj.J'JI) ( ~WI :,.,j ~ <ill1 0) .~
This means: "Certainly Allah likes not the treacherous." (8, AI-Anfal: 58)
Allah says:
(TAf :;-AJI) J, ~ (!~ ~ :LiJ1j ~ ~~ ~~ 1~\~j r:_>-._, o.l~l \_,·.;(~ ~J~

This means: "And conceal not the evidence (testimony) for he, who hides
it, surely his heart is sinful. And Allah is All-Knower of what you do. "
(2, AI~Baqarah: 283)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"All of you are guardians and are responsible for your wards. The ruler is a
guardian of his subjects and the man is a guardian of his family; the lady
is a guardian and is responsible for her husband's house and his
offspring; and so all of you are guardians and are responsible for you
wards. " (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of A!lah (peace be upon him} said:
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"Pay the deposit to him who deposited it with you, and do not betray him
who betrayed you." (Reported by Ad-Darqatni)
The honesty of the prophets:
Allah says:
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This means: "When their brother Nuh (Noah) said to them: "Will you not
fear Allah and obey Him? I am a trustworthy Messenger to you."
(26, Ash-Shu'ara': 106- 107)
Allah says:
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This means: "When their brother Hud said to them: Will you not fear Allah
and obey Him? Verily! I am a trustworthy Messenger to you."
(26, Ash-Shu'ara': 124- 125)
Allah says :
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This means: " I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord, and I am a
trustworthy adviser (or well-wisher) for you." (7, Al-A ·raf: 68)
Allah says:
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This means: "When their brother Salih (Saleh) said to them: Will you not
fear Allah and obey Him? I am a trustworthy Messenger to you."
(26, Ash-Shu' ara ': 142- 143)
Allah says:
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This means: "When their brother Lut (Lot) said to them: Will you not fear
Allah and obey Him? Verily! I am a trustworthy Messenger to you."
(26, As-Shu'ara': 161- 162)
Allah says:
t
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This means: " When Shu'ayb (Shuaib} said to them: "Will you not fear Allah
(and obey Him)? I am a trustworthy Messenger to you.""
(26, Ash-Shu'ara': 177- 178)
Allah says:
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This means: " And indeed We tried before them Fir'awn 's (Pharaoh) people,
when there came to them a noble (trustworthy) Messenger [i.e. Musa
(Moses)] Saying: "Restore to me the slaves of Allah (i.e. the Children of
Israel). Verily! I am to you a Messenger worthy of all trust. '"'
(44, Ad-Dukhan: 17- 18)
Honesty in knowledge:
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Humility
• Allah commanded us to be humble and prohibited us from haughtiness,
9
by praising humble people and warning those who are proud.

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to 'Ali (may Allah be pleased
with him):
"By Allah, if a single person is guided by Allah through you, it will be
better for you than the red (valuable) camels."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Ascribing false things to me is not like ascribing false things to anyone
else. Whosoever tells a lie against me intentionally, then surely let him
occupy his seat in Hell-Fire." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Honesty in dealing with people:
Allah says:

(" ~-.r :o.AJI) (~ 0~ ~ 4.lll:., ~ ~~ ~~ ,.·.;<: ~:., ~.)14>-n iJ·.;s1~:.,)
This means: And conceal not the evidence (testimony) for he, who hides
it, surely his heart is sinful. And Allah is All-Knower of what you do."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 283)
11

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"That who deceives is not of us." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"That who misappropriates the right of a Muslim by taking a false oath ,
Allah will make the fire of Hell obligatory for him, and Paradise will be
forbidden for him." A man said to him: Messenger of Allah, even if it is
something insignificant? He replied, "Yes, even if it is the twig of the Arak
tree." (Reported by An-Nasa'i and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Whoever takes the money of the people with the intention of repaying it,
AIJah will repay it on his behalf, and whoever takes it in order to spoil it,
then Allah will spoil him." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Allah, the Exalted, said: I will be the adversary of three persons on the
Day of Judgment. One who makes a covenant in My name and then breaks
it, one who sells a free man as a slave and devours his price, and one who
hires a workman and having taken full work from him, denied him his
wages." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
9

Humility:
Allah says:
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This means: And the slaves of the Most Beneficent (Allah) are those who
walk on the earth in humility. (25, AI-Furqan: 63)
Allah says:
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This means: <~And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. Verily,
you can neither rend nor penetrate the earth, nor can you attain a stature
like the mountains in height." (17, Al-lsra': 37)

Allah says:
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This means: "And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in
insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not each arrogant boaster.
And be moderate (or show no insolence) in your walking, and lower your
voice. Verily, the harshest of all voices is the voice (braying) of the ass."
(31, Luqman: 18- 19)
Allah says:

("" :~1) ·~ ~~ &~ ~~J~
This means: "And lower your wings for the believers." (15, AI-Hijr: 88)
Allah says:
(",. :~1) {~j~ ~Wij IJW 'Jj ~~~~ ~ (~ DJ~~ 'J 0:1~ ~ ~~'JI j1~1 ~:~
This means: "That home of the Hereafter (i.e. Paradise), We shall assign to
those who rebel not against the truth with pride and oppression in the land
nor do mischief br_ committing crimes. And the good end is for the
Muttaqun (pious)." (28, AI-Qasas: 83)
The Messenger of Ailah (peace be upon him) said:
"Wealth does not decrease by giving charity. Allah augments the honor of
that who forgives, and that who behaves modestly Allah will exalt him in
ranks." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"It is Allah's Law that He lowers whatever raises itself in the world."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him} said:
" The most abhorrent and farthest to me among you will be the talkative,
the Mutashaddiqun (those who utter words in a way that shows that they
are eloquent) and the arrogant." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily, Allah has revealed to me that you should be humble. No one
should transgress against one another, and no one should hold himself in
high esteem." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
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Justice
• Obligatory justice is to give everyone his right, to take one's right,
and to treat people equally.
• The oppressed should triumph over injustice. 10

"Now, shall I inform you about the inmates of Hell? Every ignoble,
impertinent, and proud man." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"There are three types of persons to whom Allah will not speak in the Day
of Resurrection nor will He purify them or look at them and they will have a
painful punishment. They are: an aged man who commits fornication, a
ruler who is a great liar, and an arrogant poor person."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, the Exalted, says: Honor is My lower garment and Pride is My
cloak. Whoever vies with Me in one of them, I shall torment him."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"A well-dressed man was walking proudly. He had combed his hair and he
was walking majestically when Allah caused him to be swallowed up by
the earth. Now he will continue to toss about in it till the Day of
Resurrection." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
10

Justice:
Aliah says:
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This means: uverily, Allah enjoins AI~ 'Ad/ (i.e. justice and worshipping
none but Allah Alone - Islamic Monotheism) and Al-lhsan [i.e. to be patient
in performing your duties to Allah, totally for Allah's sake and in
accordance with the Sunnah (legal ways) of the Prophet SAW in a perfect
manner], and giving (help) to kith and kin." (16, An-Nahl: 90)
Allah says:
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This means : "Verily! Allah commands that you should render back" the
trusts to those, to whom they are due; and tllat when you judge between
men, you judge with justice." (4, An-Nisa': 58)
Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses
to Allah, even though it be against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin,
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Mercy
• Mercy is to be compassionate and tender-hearted towards others.

be he rich or poor, Allah is a Better Protector to both (than you). So follow
not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you may avoid justice." (4, An-Nisa': 135)
Allah says:
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This means: 110 you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah and be just
witnesses and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid
justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is
Well-Acquainted with what you do." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 8)
Allah says:
(' o Y :(Ala.J~I) ( iJ I~ (,Ls j.J i_,j_~Li ~ 1-j):,)
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This means: And when you speak, then be just, even if it should be to a
near kinsman." (6, AI-An'am: 152)
Allah says:
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This means: "And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered
wrong, for such there is no way (of blame) against them."
(42, Ash-Shura: 41)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"0 people, those who have gone before you were destroyed because if any
one of high rank committed theft amongst them, they would spare him. If
any one of low rank committed theft, they would inflict the prescribed
penalty upon him. By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad, were
to steal, I would have her hand cut off." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Seven are (the persons) whom Allah would give protection with His shade
on the Day when there would be no shade but that of Him (i.e. on the Day
of Judgment, and they are): A just ruler, a youth who grew up worshipping
Allah; a person whose heart is attached to mosques; two persons who
love, meet and depart from each other for the Sake of Allah; a man whom a
beautiful woman of high rank seduces (for illicit relation), but he (rejects
this offer) saying: I fear Allah; a person who gives charity and conceals it
(to such an extent) that the right hand does not know what the left has
given: and a person who remembered Allah in privacy and his eyes shed
tears." (Reported by AI -Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Those who act justly will be seated upon pulpits of light in the presence
of Allah. They will be those who do justice in their decisions, in matters
relating to their families and in all that they undertake to do."
(Reported by Muslim)
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• The Prophet (peace be upon him) was a model ofmercy.

11
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Mercy:
Allah says:
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This means: "Then he became one of those who believed, and
recommended one another to perseverance and patience, and (also)
recommended one another to pity and compassion. They are those on the
Right Hand {the dwellers of Paradise)." (90, Al-Ba/ad: 17 - 18)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"The believers in their mutual kindness, compassion and sympathy are
like the body. If one of the organs is afflicted, the whole body responds to
it with wakefulness and fever." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah bestows His Mercy on the merciful among His slaves."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The Compassionate One (i.e., Allah) has mercy on those who are
merciful. If you show mercy to those who are on the earth, He Who is in
the heaven (i.e. Allah) will show mercy to you." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"That who does not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Mercy is taken
away only from
him who
is miserable."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"A man was walking on his way when he became awfully thirsty. He found
a well and he got down into the well and drank from it. Then, he went away.
Suddenly, he saw a dog panting out of thirst. The man thought that the
dog was extremely thirsty as he was. Therefore, he descended into the
well. He filled up his scuff with water and held it in his mouth. He climbed
up and quenched the thirst of the dog. Allah held his action in high esteem
and forgave him. The Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) said:
Shall we be rewarded for showing kindness to animals also? He said: A
reward
is
given
in connection with
every living
creature."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"A woman was punished because of a cat which she had jailed until it died
and hence she entered the Hell. She did not allow it to eat or drink as it
was confined nor did she free it so that it might eat the insects of the
earth." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
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Modesty
• It is a kind of behavior which causes one to refrain from obscene

words and deeds, as well as preventing oneself from not fulfilling
the rights of others.
• Modesty is part of faith and both call to the good and ward off evil.
• A fair example is the Prophet (peace be upon him) who was more
modest than the virgin in her room .

• l\1odesty does not mean restraining oneself from speaking the truth,
learning, commanding the right and prohibiting the wrong. 12

"I stand up to lead the prayer with the intention of prolonging it. Then, I
hear the cry of an infant and I shorten the prayer lest I should make it
burdensome for his mother." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
12

Modesty:
Allah says:
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This means: Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at
forbidden things), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts,
etc.). That is purer for them. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what they do. And
tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden
things), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts, etc.) and
not to show off their adornment except only that which is apparent (like
palms of hands and faces, or outer dress like veil, gloves, head-cover,
apron, etc.)." (24, An-Nur: 30 - 31)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Faith has sixty odd or seventy odd branches. The uppermost of all these
is the Testimony of Faith: 'La ilaha ilia Ailah' (there is no true god except
Allah) while the least of them is the removal of harmful objects from the
road. And modesty is a branch of faith." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Modesty does not bring anything except good." (Reported by Muslim)
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Pardon
• Pardon is to give up one's right in money and retaliation.
• Allah gives good tidings and praises those who pardon their fellow
13
men.

It was narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him} was even more modest than
a virgin behind her veil." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Every one of my followers will be forgiven except those who display their
wrong-doings in the open." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim}
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) passed by a man of the Ansar who
was admonishing his brother regarding modesty. The Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) said:
"Leave him alone, for modesty is a part of faith." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Among the admonitions which have been survived after the previous
prophets and conveyed to people is: If you are not modest, you may do
whatever you like." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
13

Pardon:
Allah says:

(t · :<.S.;y!JI) (~I j;c ~~ij ~~j ~ ~ l~j~·. ~.., ~ -·.j: ., ~\_F,.__,)l
This means: "The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof, but
whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah."
(42, Ash-Shura: 40)
Allah says:

(' "-. :ul_;s:.'il) (~4-i1 ~ ~fl__, u:;.ilt :;.ij ~~ h #
This means: "Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from
the foolish (i.e. don't punish them)." (7, Al-A ·raf: 199)
Allah says :
(TrY
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This means: "And to forego and give (her the full Mahr) is nearer to AtTaqwa (piety, righteousness). And do not forget liberality between
yourselves." (2, AI-Baqarah: 237)

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Wealth does not decrease by giving charity. Allah augments the honor of
that who forgives, and that who behaves modestly Allah will exalt him in
ranks." (Reported by Muslim)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
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Patience
• Patience is to make the self endure what it suffers from, and to
tolerate misfortune with contentment and admission without
annoyance or complaint. Patience can be in enduring affliction,
doing pious deeds, and warding off sins. 14

"Whenever the Prophet (peace be upon him) was given a choice, he would
choose the easier course as long as it was not a sin. Yet, if it was sinful, he
would avoid it. Nor did he ever take revenge over anybody for his own
sake. However, when Allah's legal bindings were outraged, he would take
revenge for Allah's Sake." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) used to supplicate Allah saying:
"0 Allah! You are Most Forgiving and You love forgiveness, so forgive
me." (Reported by Ibn Majah)
14

Patience:
Allah says:
·1
J\) (,u..,.....·..:. ~~~ :.~f..l
( T • • : '-'~
. r-

4.iJ\ i~J
::1' i~JJ
·i.. f ' iJ~
' \:.4-J
"

,.-

IJ~
' • I i..,...
:.1 .U:!
· ~I ~'•~'.\ L.• 1.~>
.,

,

This means: "You who believe/ Endure and be more patient (than your
enemy), and guard your territory by stationing army units permanently at
the places from where the enemy can attack you, and fear Allah, so that
you may be successful." (3, AI-'lmran: 200)
Allah says:
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This means: "But give glad tidings to As-Sabirun (the patient). Who, when
afflicted with calamity, say: Truly! To Allah we belong and truly, to Him we
shall return. They are those on whom are the Salawat (i.e. who are blessed
and will be forgiven) from their Lord, and (they are those who) receive His
Mercy, and it is they who are the guided ones." (2, AJ-Baqarah: 155- 157)
Allah says:
('. :,>6)1) (y~ ~ ~:?.-1 6J~~I J~

W))

This means: "Only those who are patient shall receive their rewards in full,
without reckoning." (39, Az-Zumar: 10)
There are many other verses that urge people to be patient.
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"How excellent is the case of a faithful servant! There is good for him in
everything and this is not the case with anyone except him. If prosperity
attends him, he expresses gratitude to Allah and that is good for him; and
if adversity befalls him, he endures it patiently and that is better for him."
(Reported by Muslim)
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Patience is found when the Muslim continuously remembers that
Allah's orders are effective, His judgment is just and His ordinance
executable, whether the bondman be patient or not.

• Being patient during times of affliction expiates evil deeds.
• A Muslim wards off sin and harm by practicing patience and
forgiveness.
• Patience includes keeping secrets.

Perfection (lhsan)
• One has to do his best in performing good deeds.

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"And endurance is a glow." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"He who refrains from begging, Allah safeguards him against want, and he
who seeks sufficiency, Allah will keep him in a state of sufficiency, and he
who shows patience, Allah will grant him power to be patient, and none is
blessed with an endowment better and greater than patience."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said :
"Anyone whom Allah intends good for him is made to suffer from some
affliction." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said :
"Allah, the Glorious and Exalted, says: When I afflict my servant in his two
dear things (i.e., his eyes), and he endures patiently, I shall compensate
him for them with Paradise." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"A Muslim male or female continues to remain under trial with respect to
his life, property, and offspring till he or she faces Allah, the Exalted, in a
state in which all his or her sins have been expiated."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"The greatness of reward is accompanied by the greatness of distress. If
Allah, the Exalted, loves people, He afflicts them with trials. One who is
content with that (trial), all the consent is for him, and one who is annoyed
with it, all the wrath is for him." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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• One has to do his best in acts of worship by fulfilling all the
conditions, pillars and manners of each act.
• One has to do his best in all dealings with parents, relatives,
orphans, indigent people, wayfarers, and even animals.
• One should do his best in performing work whether manual or
~
.
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Preference
• Preference is to prefer others over one's self.

15

Perfection (lhsan):
Allah says:
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This means: "Verily, Allah enjoins AI-Adl (i.e. justice and worshipping
none but Allah Alone - Islamic Monotheism) and Al-lhsan {i.e. to be patient
in. performing your duties to Allah, totally for Allah's sake and in
accordance with the Sunnah (legal ways) of the Prophet SAW in a perfect
manner}, and giving (help) to kith and kin (i.e. all that Allah has ordered
you to give them e.g., wealth, visiting, looking after them, or any other kind
of help, etc.): and forbids AI-Fahsha' (i.e. all evil deeds, e.g. illegal sexual
acts, disobedience of parents, polytheism, to tel/lies, to give false witness,
to kill a life without right, etc.), and AI-Munkar (i.e. all that is prohibited by
Islamic law: polytheism of every kind, disbelief and every kind of evil
deeds, etc.), and AI-Baghy (i.e. all kinds of oppression), He admonishes
you, that you may take heed." (16, An-Nahl: 90)
Allah says:
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This means: "And do good. Truly, Allah loves AI-Muhsinun (the gooddoers)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 195)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily Allah has prescribed perfection towards everything. So, if you
slaughter, let it be in the best manner. When you sacrifice {an animal), do it
in a good way. Let one of you sharpen his knife and comfort his sacrificial
animal (reduce its pain)." (Reported by Muslim)
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• Preference is a sign of true belief.
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Sincerity
•

Sincerity is deeds that are done purely for the sake of Al1ah without
hypocrisy, seeking fame or praise of people.

•

Sincerity is obligatory for acceptability of faith, intention, worship,
sayings, and deeds.

•

Sincerity and truthfulness are inscparable. 17

16

Preference:
Allah says:

( ~ : y.h.ll)
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This means: And they give tHem (emigrants) preference over themselves,
even though they were in need of that. And whosoever is saved from his
own covetousness, such are they who will be the successful." (59, AIHashr: 9)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"None amongst you is a truthful believer until he likes for his brother wh ich he
loves for himself." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
17

Sincerity:
Allah says :

(r :..>"Jll) >;; ~WI ~J.li
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This means: ~~surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) Is· for
Allah only." (39, Az-Zumar: 3)
Allah says:
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This means: "Say (0 Muhammad SAW): "Verily, i am commanded to
worship Allah (Alone) by obeying Him and doing religious deeds sincerely
for Allah's sake only and not to show off, and not to set up rivals with Him
in worship."" (39, Az-Zumar: 11)
Allah says :

(1 t :Y'Jll) " ~J ~ ~ ~~ -illl j .

This means: "Say (0 Muhammad SAW) "Allah Alone (worship by dolng
religious deeds sincerely for His sake only and not to show-off, and not to
set up rivals with Him in worship."" (39, Az-Zumar: 14)
Allah says:
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Trust
• The believer should put all his trust in Allah.
• True trust is through pursuing all required procedures.
• The Muslim should depend on himself in work and earning money,
and not to be dependent on others.18

This means: "And they were commanded not, but that they should worship
Allah, and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing
partners to Him), and perform As-Salah (lqamat-as-Salah) and give Zakah:
and that is the right religion." (98, AI-Bayyinah: 5)
Allah says:
4
·~.....J~I)
' '. "i _j ~ r·· · · · : "i ~~.G.-., ·-~·.•'t..': w1l>
( ., :w
. ' 1'..)~
~ F .l:l~ - - . ~ ~ ~This means: "We feed you seeking Allah's Countenance only. We wish for
no reward, nor thanks from you." (76, Al-lnsan: 9)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The luckiest person who will have my intercession on the Day of
Resurrection will be the one who said sincerely from the bottom of his
heart: None has the right to be worshipped but Allah."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"He who is consulted should be trustworthy." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
18

Trust:
Allah says:
(',. :(),ll.Yll)
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This means: "Allah! La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He), and in Allah (Alone), therefore, let t/Je believers put
their trust." (64, At-Taghabun: 13)
Allah says:
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This means: "Verily! The decision rests only with Allah. In him, I put my
trust and let all those that trust, put their trust in Him." (12, Yusuf: 67)
Allah says :
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This means: "And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. And
had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have broken away
from about you; so pass over (their faults), and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness
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Truthfulness
• Truthfulness is that one's sayings conform with reality.
• Truthfulness with oneself is to have true belief and intention.
• In truthfulness, there is comfort of conscience and tranquility.
• Truthfulness blesses one's earnings and augments charity.

for them; and consult them in the affairs. Then when you have taken a
decision, put your trust in Allah, certainly, Allah loves those who put their
trust (in Him). (3, AI-'lmran: 159)
Allah says:
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This means: "But if they turn away, say (0 Muhammad SAW): "Allah is
sufficient for me. La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped
but He), in Him I put my trust and He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
(9, At-Tawbah: 129)
Allah says:

11
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This means: "And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice
him. (65, At-Talaq: 3)
There are other verses that urge Muslims to put their trust in Allah .
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If you all pin your trust in Allah with due reliance, He will certainly give
you provision as He supplies provisions to birds who get up hungry in the
morning and return with full belly at dusk." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet Muhammad {peace be upon him) said about the seventy thousands
who shall enter Paradise without being taken to account and torment:
"They are those who do not pronounce (non-Islamic) Ruqyah on others,
nor seek Ruqyah to be pronounced to them (as a means for protection
from evils) nor believe in evil omens, but trust in their Lord."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"When a man goes out of his house and utters: 'In the Name of Allah; I trust in
Allah ; there is no might and no power (to resist evil) but in Allah', the following
(words) will be said to him at that time: 'You are guided, defended and
protected.' And the devil will go far away from him ." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
11
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• Lying is a sign ofhypocrisy. 19

B: Evil characters
They are the opposite of all virtues mentioned above, in addition to the
following:

19

Truthfulness:
Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe! Be afraid of Allah, and be with those who
are true (in words and deeds)." (9, At-Tawbah: 119)
Allah says:
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This means: "And he (Muhammad SAW) who has brought the truth (this
Qur'an and Islamic Monotheism) and (those who) believed therein (i.e. the
true believers of Islamic Monotheism), those are AI- Muttaqun (the pious
and righteous persons)." (39, Az-Zumar: 33)
Allah says:
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This means: "Among the believers are men who have been true to their
covenant with Allah [i.e. they have gone out for Jihad (holy fighting), and
showed not their backs to the disbelievers], of them some have fulfilled
their obligations (i.e. have been martyred), and some of tl1em are still
waiting, but they have never changed [i.e. they never proved treacherous
to their covenant which they concluded with Allah] in the least."
(33, AI-Ahzab: 23)
The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Truth leads to piety, and piety leads to Paradise. A man persists in teliing
the truth till he is enrolled with Allah as a truthful man. Falsehood leads to
vice, and vice leads to the Fire (Hell). A person goes on telling lies till he is
recorded to be a liar (in the Sight of) Allah. " (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Should not I inform you of the most grievous of the grave sins?" (The
Prophet) repeated it three times, and then said: Associating anyone with
Allah, and disobedience to parents. The Prophet (peace be upon him) was
reclining, then he sat up and said,"And false testimony, or false
utterance", and repeated it so many times that we wished that he should
become silent." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Backbiting
• Backbiting is to mention your fellowman in his absence with what
he deplores, whether expressly, insinuatingly or by gesture even if
what is said happens to be true.
• Backbiting is remedied by being pious due to fear of Allah, and
being occupied with overcoming the defects and evils within
oneself.
• Backbiting is permissible only to raise a complaint, change
something prohibited, give a warning, or for consultation.
• Negative suspicions are also considered a kind of backbiting but are
perpetrated by the heart. 20

20

Backbiting:
Allah says:
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This means: "Neither backbite one another. Would one of you like to eat
the flesh of his dead brother? You would hate it (so hate backbiting)."
(49, AI·Hujurat: 12)
Allah says:
0 A :<...:\ • ~I) { ~
Ul ~.. '. \ -;-.~:..I ill \~
.': -~~\ L. ~
. : ~~·,_._·,, . . ·,_,_.,, . ~... . jj, \;
(
• ~
. ••
,.J """it":' ~
.:r- J ~.:r- W.J .J:! W:! .J

wr

,

,

,

..

,

.

,

...

..

This means: "And those who annoy believing men and women
undeservedly, bear on themselves the crime of slander and plain sin.
(33, AI·Ahzab: 58)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said :
"The blood, honor, and property of a Muslim are forbidden for all
Muslims." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"That who has done a wrong affecting his brother's honor or anything else
must ask his forgiveness for it today before he will have neither dinar nor
dirham. If he has done some good deeds, an amount equal to his
wrongdoing will be deducted from them. But if he has not done good
deeds, he will be burdened with the evil deeds of the one he wronged in
the same proportion." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"0 community of people, who believed by their tongue, but belief did not
enter their hearts, do not backbite Muslims, and do not search for their
faults, for if anyone searches for their faults, Allah will search for his fault,
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Envy
• Envy is not only to hate the good for others, but also to wish it to be
gone from them. One may even strive for that purpose.
• Al-Ghibtah is to wish to have others' achievements in knowledge,
wealth, or good conditions without wishing them to be gone from
them.
• Envy, but not Al-Ghibtah, is a mischief in religion because it infers
that one is displeased with the ordainments of Allah. It is also a
mischief in this worldly life because it promotes grief, affliction, the
feelings of depravity an~ hatred among people. 21

and if Allah searches for the fault of anyone, He disgraces him in his
house." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The creditor has the right to demand." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Delay in payment on the part of one who possesses means makes it
lawful to dishonor and punish him." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Ibn AI-Mubarak said that "dishonor" means that he may be spoken to roughly
and "punish" means he may be imprisoned for it.
21

Envy:
Allah says:
:.-.~1) (~ (>4 ~I ~GILA~ W"'Gll ().,~ ~~~
This means: "Or do they envy men (Muhammad SAW and his followers) for
what Allah has given them of His Bounty?" (4, An-Nisa': 54)
Allah says:
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This means: "If a good befalls you, it grieves them, but if some evil
overtakes you, they rejoice at it." (3, AI-'lmran: 120)
Allah says:
(' · '\ :o.AJI) (~i ~ J. I~ iJliS ~~~~c.;. ~JjJ: :,J ~~I~~ J. ~ jJ}
This means: "Many of the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)
wish that if they could turn you away as disbelievers after you have
believed, out of envy from their ownselves." (2, AI-Baqarah: 109)
Allah says :
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Idleness and Helplessness
• Idleness and helplessness are two forms of behavior that were
condemned by the Prophet (peace be upon him).
• Among the signs of helplessness and idleness is becoming lazy to
perform prayers, leaving useful deeds and spending time in
playfulness ahd nonsense, and lagging behind in offering charity. 22
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This means: "Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of your Lord? It is
We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this world, and We
raised some of them above others in ranks.~~ (43, Az-Zukhruf: 32)
Allah says:
(o :cJli.ll) ( 1.4. 1~) ~:;.:. 6:-'J)
This means: "And from the evil of the envier when he envies.~~
(113, AI-Falaq: 5)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said :
"Neither nurse mutual hatred, nor jealousy, nor enmity and be fellow
brothers, servants of Allah. It is not lawful for a Muslim to keep his
relations estranged with his brother beyond three days."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Beware of envy because it consumes the virtues just as fire consumes
fuel." (Reported by Abu Dawud}
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"No envy except in two: A man whom Allah has given property,
empowering him to dispose of it (on what is right), and a man whom Allah
has given wisdom by which he judges and teaches it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
22

Idleness and helplessness:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"A strong believer is better and dearer to Allah than a weak one, and there
is good in both. Cherish that which gives you benefit (in the Hereafter).
Seek help from Allah and do not feel disabled. If anything (in the form of
trouble) comes to you, do not say: If I had done so and so, it would have
happened so and so. But say: Allah so determined and He executed what
He had ordained. The word 'if' opens the gates for Satan."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) supplicated:

.~'l~;I~,-----------------------------------. r"- .-~ Teach Yourself Islam
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Mockery
• Mockery is to ridicule and degrade others by mentioning their
defects and deficiencies. 23

Obscenity
• This means to speak indecently as an insult, habit, or because of bad
. . 24
upb rmgmg.

"Allah, I seek refuge in You from incapacity, from indolence, from
cowardice, from senility, and from miserliness, and I seek Your protection
from the torment of the grave and the trials of life and death."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
In another narration, he said:
" ...And from the burden of indebtedness and oppression."
(Reported by Muslim)

23

Mockery:
Aliah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another group, it
may be that the latter are better than the former; nor let (some) women
scoff at other women, it may be that the latter are better than the former,
nor defame one another, nor insult one another by nicknames." (49, AIHujurat: 11)
24

Obscenity:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
" Allah hates obscenity." (Reported by Abu Dawud).
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"A believing person is not that one accustomed to slander, calling curses
down, or using obscene language or indecent manners.''
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"When two persons abu se each other, the first one will be the sinner as
long as the oppressed does not exceed the limits." (Reported by Muslim)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said :
" Abusing a Muslim is an act of w ickedness, and fighting against him is an
act of disbelief." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Ostentation
• Ostentation is to seek a position in the view of people, by showing
off one's good qualities.
• Ostentation is hypocrisy, and is a kind of disbelief.
• Performing deeds in secret rescues the self from showing off,
especially acts not commanded by the Lawgiver to be apparent,
unless publicity of the act serves a legitimate public interest. 25

Talebearing
• It is to inform a person of the insulting words that were said about

him by another, so as to sever their relation.

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"And if a man abuses and shames you for something which he finds in
you, then do not shame him for something which you find in him; he will
bear the evil consequences for it." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
25

Ostentation:
Allah says:
(V - t

:u~WI) (()~WI u_¥-i.·jj -0~r~ ~ 0:1~1 .6.JAt:... ~ ~ ;,.A lJ:!~I -~ ~;)

This means: "So woe unto those performers of Salah (prayers)
{hypocrites), Who delay their Salah (prayer) from their stated fixed times,
Those who do good deeds only to be seen (of men), And refuse (to give)
AI-Ma'un (small kindnesses e.g. salt, sugar, water, etc.)."
(107, AI-Ma'un: 4- 7)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone wants to have his deeds widely publicized, Allah will publicize
(his humiliation). And if anyone makes a hypocritical display (of his
deeds), Allah will make a display of him."
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said:
"Allah will bring forth the severest Hour, and then all the believers, men
and women, will prostrate themselves before Him, but there will remain
those who used to prostrate in the world for showing off and for gaining
good reputation. Such people will try to prostrate (on the Day of
Judgment) but their backs will be as stiff as if they are one bone (a single
vertebra)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)

£.~
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<~[~;~<>-------------------------------------• Talebearing is worse than backbiting because it spreads hatred and
cuts off blood relations.
• Talebearing is only permissible to ward off evil, or as a warning for
the sake of some legitimate public interest.
• A talebearer is a corrupt person who is not permitted to give
.
26
witness.

Vanity and arrogance
• Vanity is pride and haughtiness because of self admiration, so it
leads to self-conceit. It afflicts a person when he deceives himself
concerning his positive attributes. Among the forms of vanity are
being proud of one's physical appearance, one's genealogy, one's
kinship, one's wealth, and one' s knowledge and opinion. 27

26

Talebearing:
Allah says:
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This means: "And obey not everyone who swears much, and is considered
worthless, A slanderer, going about with calumnies, Hinderer of the good,
transgressor, sinful, Cruel, after all that base-born (of illegitimate birth)."
(68, AI-Qalam: 10- 13)

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"A talebearer will not enter Paradise (unless he is punished for his evil
deeds)." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) passed by two graves and said:
"Both of them (persons buried in the grave) are being tortured, but not
tortured for (something) great. This one used to get with calumnies, and
the other one did not save himself from being polluted with his urine."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
27

Vanity and arrogance:
Allah says:

:.(:c
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This means: "And on the Day of Hunayn (battle) when you rejoiced at your
great number but it availed you naught." (9, At-Tawbah: 25)
Allah says:
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4·2 Manners
• Manners are exercising one's self through education and training to
behave properly, i.e. practical behavior.

Proper manners towards Allah
• Remember, praise, glorify, and thank Allah at all times.
• Be modest in front of Allah; obey and worship Him with sincerity
in the way He ordained.
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This means: "As for 'Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and
they said: 'Who is mightier than us in strength?" See they not that Allah,
Who created them was mightier in strength than them." (41, Fussilat: 15)
Allah says:
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This means: "And We did not send a warner to a township, but those who
were given the worldly wealth and luxuries among them said: '"We believe
not in the (Message) with which you have been sent. And they say: HWe
are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going to be punished. ""
(34, Saba': 34- 35)
Allah says:
(A :_;bl!) ( j:.~ 6-- (,?~J j:.~ 6-- ~ 4Jll 6~ t.r..Q. ~i:) ~ ~_,:... 4J ;;):j ~I }
This means: "Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds made fair-seeming,
so that he considers it as good (equal to one who is rightly guided)?
Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills, and guides whom He wills."
(35, Fatir: 8)
Allah says:
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This means: "You who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadaqah
(charity) by reminders of your generosity or by injury." (2, AI-Baqarah: 264)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"But when you see niggardliness being obeyed, passion being followed,
worldly interests being preferred, .everyone being charmed with his own
opinion, then care for yourself." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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• Fear Allah and His punishment.
• Retain hope of Allah's Mercy.
• Strive for His mercy by supplication and good deeds.

28

28

Proper manners towards Allah:
Allah says:
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This means: "Therefore remember Me (by praying, glorifying), I will
remember you, and be grateful to Me (for My countless Favors on you) and
never be ungrateful to Me." (2, AI-Baqarah: 152)
Allah says:
(t Y - t I :yi_F.~l) (~\j ~~ ~~J .1~ lJS~ ~I l_,:ft1l 1~\ 0:~1 t+,!i y j!
This means: "0 you who believe! Remember Allah with much
remembrance. And glorify His Praises morning and afternoon [the early
morning (Fajr) and ~sr prayers]." {33, AI-Ahzab: 41 - 42)
Allah says:
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This means: "So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you can;
listen and obey; and spend in charity, that is better for yourselves. And
whosoever is saved from his own covetousness, then they are the
successful ones." (64, At-Taghabun: 16)
Allah says:
t
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This means: "While another party was thinking about themselves (as how
to save their own selves, ignoring the others and the Prophet SAW) and
thought wrongly of Allah - the thought of ignorance." (3, AI-'lmran: 154)
Allah says:
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This means: "Say: · "0 'lbadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against
themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy
of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful."" (39, Az-Zumar: 53)
All ah says:
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• Never swear by other than Allah and His Names.
• Never lie in swearing (making an oath). Making an oath
unintentionally is not punishable.
• If someone swears deliberately to do something then he violates his
oath, he must expiate, unless the oath was to do an evil act or to
ignore a good one. There is also an exception for the one who said
"In Sha'a A11ah" (if Allah wills), depending on his intention.
• The expiation of the oath is to feed or clothe ten indigent people,
manumit a slave, or fast three days, according to this order.29

This means: "And My Mercy embraces all things. That (Mercy) I shall
ordain for those who are the Muttaqun (pious) and give Zakah; and those
who believe in Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs and
revelations, etc.)." (7, Al-A ·raf: 156)
29

Swearing by Allah:
Allah says:
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This means: "Allah will not punish you for what is unintentional in your
oaths, but He will punish you for your deliberate oaths; for its expiation (a
deliberate oath) feed ten Masakin (poor persons), on a scale of the average
of that with which you feed your own families; or clothe them; or manumit
a slave. But whosoever cannot afford (that), then he should fast for three
days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you have sworn. And protect
your oaths (i.e. do not swear much). Thus Allah make clear to you His Ayat
(proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) that you may
be grateful." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 89)
Allah says:
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This means: "And make not Allah's (Name) an excuse in your oaths
against your doing good and acting p iously, and making peace among
mankind. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower (i.e. do not swear much and if
you have sworn against doing something good then give an expiation for
the oath and do good). Allah will not call you to account for that which is
unintentional in your oaths, but He will call you to account fqr that which
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• A vow is permissible for Allah Only. The one who vows must
fulfill the vow whether in absolute or conditional terms, unless he
vowed concerning a sinful act or vowed about something he does
not own.30

your hearts have earned. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Forbearing. 11
(2, AI-Baqarah: 224 - 225)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Whoever finds it necessary to take an oath should either take it in the
Name of Allah or keep silent." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"And swear by Allah Only, and swear by Allah Only when you are speaking
the truth." (Reported by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"He who swears by anyone but Allah is polytheist." (Reported by AtTirmidhi)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"He who swears an oath in which he tells a lie to take the property of a
Muslim by unfair means will meet Allah while He is angry with him."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
30

Vow:
Allah says:
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This means: 11They (are those who) fulfill (their) vows, and they fear a Day
whose evil will be wide-spreading. 11 (76, Al-lnsan: 7)
Allah says:
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This means: "And fulfill the Covenant of Allah (Bay'ah: pledge for Islam)
when you have covenanted, and break not the oaths after you have
confirmed them, and indeed you have appointed Allah your surety. Verily/
Allah knows what you do." (16, An-Nahl: 91)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Whoever vows that he will obey Allah should obey Him. But he who vows
that he will disobey Allah should not do so." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"No vow must be taken to do an act of disobedience, and the expiation for
it is the same as for an oath." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The expiation of the (breach of) a vow is the same as that of the (breach
of an oath)." (Reported by Muslim)
Ibn ·umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
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Proper manners towards the Glorious Qur'an
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• Know the value of the Qur'an as being the Word and Law of Allah
sent for the good of His bondmen in this worldly life and their
success in the Hereafter.
• Be keen to recite and finish it recurrently.
• Recite in the best state of purification and respect with the face
towards the Qiblah.
• Be conscious of Allah, the Almighty, and seek refuge in Him from
the accursed Satan.
• Submit to, concentrate, and understand what is recited.
• Recite secretly if one fears showing off or causing confusion to
others' recitation.
• Prostrate when one comes across an Ayah of prostration.
• Learn the rules of correct recitation (Tajwid) that is, to utter every
letter correctly without exaggeration or artificiality. This recitation
should be taught by well-trained readers. 3 1

"The Prophet forbade vowing and said: It (vowing) does not prevent
anything, but it makes a miser spend his property."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
31

Proper manners towards the Glorious Qur'an:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Recite the Holy Qur'an, because on the Day of Resurrection it will come
as an intercessor for its reciters." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"The best of you is that who learns the Holy Qur'an and teaches it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He who recites the Qur'an in a period less than three days does not
understand it." (Reported by Ahmad)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

~ ...~~ ~~~..
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Proper manners towards the Prophet (peace be upon
him)
• Obey, love and revere the Prophet (peace be upon him).
• Follow his footsteps by reviving his tradition and methodology.
• When he is mentioned, exalt his name and pray for benediction on
him, that is done by saying: "Salla Allahu 'Alayhi Wa Sallam" (i.e.
Prayers and peace be upon him)
• Lower one's voice in his mosque and at his tomb. 32

"Beautify the Qur'an with your voices."
(Reported by An-Nasa· i and Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He who does not chant the Qur'an is not one of us."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah does not listen (so attentively) to anything as He listens to (the
recitation of the Holy Qur'an by) the Prophet who had a melodious and
audible voice, who chanted .the Qur'an." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"One who recites the Qur'an in a loud voice is like one who gives charity
openly." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
32

Proper manners towards the Prophet (peace be upon him):
Allah says:
(~ \ :~I_F.'JI) (~'JI ~~1:_, <Ul1 F..';. 6lS
ri~ ~~~ ~:,:._..f ~~ ~__,;...:; ~ ~ 6Ls Jli}.
This means: "Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad SAW) you
have a good example to follow for him who hopes in (the Meeting with)
Allah and the Last Day." (33, AI-Ahzab: 21)
Allah says:

uAl

(V :~1) (1~~ ~ ~t+; LG:_, ~J~ J_,:...~1 ~G\c.:_,)
This means: "And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) gives
you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it)."
(59, AI-Hashr: 7)
Allah says:
4
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This means: "Say (0 Muhammad SAW to mankind): If you (really) love
Allah then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism; follow the Qur'an
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Manners concerning knowledge and scholars
• Learning is an individual obligation on every l"v1uslim, male or
female .
• Obligatory learning includes the basics of faith, acts of worship,
Islamic teachings, and way of life.
• All useful knowledge is a communal obligation on the whole
Muslim society, with every group specializing in a subject.
• Every Muslim should l earn the perfection of his job in order not to
depend on others and save the whole nation from dependency.33

and the Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive you of your sins. And
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (3, AI-'lmran: 31)
Allah says:
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This means: "Allah sends His Salah (Graces, Honors, Blessings, Mercy,
etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad SAW) and also His angels too (ask Allah
to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe! Send your Salah on (ask
Allah to bless) him (Muhammad SAlt\?, and (you should) greet (salute) him
with the Islamic way of greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salamu 'Aiaykum)."
(33, AI-Ahzab: 56)
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This means: "Verily! Those who lower their voices in the presence of
Allah's Messenger (SAW), they are the ones whose hearts Allah has tested
for piety. For them is forgiveness and a great reward." (49, AI-Hujurat: 3)
33

Learning:
Allah says:
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This means: Read! In the Name of your Lord, Who has created (all that
exists), Has created man from a clot (a clinging mass, a piece of thick
coagulated blood). Read/ And your Lord is the Most Generous, Who has
11
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• To venerate sincere scholars is a part of the Islamic manners. 34

taught (the writing) by the pen [the first person to write was Prophet ldrees
(Enoch)]. Has taught man that which he knew not." (96, AI-'Aiaq: 1 - 5)
Allah says:

(t,. :~1) (6~ ~ ~ w! !ll1 jAi ij:...~ ~l ~; ~4-! ~~ :j';·:~ ~ UL..) c.:.,J;
This means: "And We sent not (as Our Messengers) before you (0
Muhammad SAW) any but men, whom We inspired, (to preach and invite
mankind to believe in the Oneness of Allah). So ask of those who know the
Scripture [learned men of the Tawrah (Torah) and the lnjeel (Gospel)}, if
you know not." (16, An-Nahl: 43)
Allah says:
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(' n :~jill)
This means: "Of every troop of them, a party only should go forth, that
they (who are left behind) may get instructions in (Islamic) religion, and
that they may warn their people when they return to them, so that they may
beware (of evil)." (9, At-Tawbah: 122)
Allah says:
:4) ~~ ~Jj y~ ~..,~,
This means: "And say: My Lord! Increase me in knowledge."
(20, Taha: 114)
(' ' t

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If someone treads a path in search of knowledge, Allah will make easy for
him the path leading to Paradise." (Reported by Muslim)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"If one goes forth in search of knowledge, his endeavors will be regarded
like setting out to fight in the cause of Allah until he returns home."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Allah 's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"The world is accursed and what it contains is accursed too, except
remembrance of Allah and what He loves, a learned man, or a learner."
(Reported by At-Tirrnidhi)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon hirn) said:
"When Allah wishes good for anyone, He instructs him in the
u11derstanding of religion ." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
34

The grace of scholars:
Allah says :
~
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This means: "Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those
who have been granted knowledge." (58, AI-Mujadalah: 11)
Allah says:
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Proper manners towards one •s self
• Have a sincere intention for every individual act. 35
• Question oneself for every idea, saying, or act.

(Y A :.;.61.!)

36

( ,.~\ ~~Lf
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This means: "It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves that
fear Allah." (35, Fatir: 28)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The superiority of the learned man over the devout is like that of the
moon, on the night when it is full, over the rest of the stars."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, and the fish in the deep
waters will ask forgiveness for the learned man." (Reported by Ibn Majah)
35

Proper manners towards one's self:
True intention:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily (the value of) deeds depends on the intentions behind them. For
every person (there is in store for him) what he intended. The one whose
migration is for the sake of Allah and His Messenger, his migration is in
fact for Allah and His Messenger; and the one whose migration is for the
worldly (ends), he will attain that; and the one who migrates for the sake of
a woman to marry her, his migration is for the aim he has in his mind."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said :
"Who seeks martyrdom with sincerity shall get its reward , though he may
not achieve it." (Reported by Muslim)
36

Reckoning one's self:
Allah says:
('. -

'i

:~1) (tAt:.:.~.).. y~ ~:., .tAtiJ u.- r~l ·~ .il

This means: "Indeed he succeeds who purifies his ownself (i.e. obeys and
performs all that Allah ordered, by following the true Faith of Islamic
Monotheism and by doing righteous good deeds). And indeed he fails who
corrupts his ownself (i.e. disobeys what Allah has ordered by rejecting the
true Faith of Islamic Monotheism or by following polytheism, etc. or by
doing every kind of evil wicked deeds)." (91, Ash-Shams: 9- 10)
Allah says:

('A :~1) (6~ ~ ~ A.!J1 0) ~llfolj ~~~G.~~ );;1'l j ~I lfol l~l U::JI ~i y )l
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• Hasten to repentance for any sin or shortcoming.37

This means: "0 you who believe! Fear Allah and keep your duty to Him.
And let every person look to what he has sent forth for the morrow, and
fear Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what you do." (59, AI-Hashr: 18)
Allah says:
(t \ - t • : ~~j~l) ( <.SJ.jl ~~I~ ·<.S~I ~~I ~j ~:; ?li:.. ~~ ~ Calj }
This means: "But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and
restrained himself from impure evil desires, and lusts. Verily, Paradise will
be his abode." (79, An-Nazrat: 40- 41)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"A wise man is that who calls himself to account (and refrains from doing
evil deeds) and does noble deeds to be of benefit to him after death."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Every person begins the morning ready to strike a bargain with his soul;
he either ransoms it or puts it into perdition." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said :
H . . . It is to worship Allah as if you were seeing him, and even if you do not
see him, he certainly sees you." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
37

Repentance:
Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! It
may be that your Lord will remit from you your sins, and admit you into
Gardens under whic/1 rivers flow (Paradise)." (66, At-Tahrim: 8)
Allah says:
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This means: "And all of you beg Allah to forgive you all, 0 believers, that
you may be successful." (24, An-Nur: 31)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"0 people! Repent to Allah and beg pardon of Him. I turn penitently
towards Him a hundred times a day." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Allah, the Exalted, stretches out His Hand at night so that one who
committed evil during the daytime may repent and stretches out His Hand
in the daytime so that one who committed evil during the night may repent.
(This continues) until the sun rises in the west." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"That who repents before the sun rises in the west, Allah will forgive him."
(Reported by Muslim )
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.Proper manners towards one's parents
• Obey and respect them, especially in old age.
• Honor and show the fairest companionship to them even if they are
unbelievers.
• Execute their will and respect their friends .
• Being obedient to parents is better tha·n Jihad and Hijrah (emigration).
• Hurting and being ungrateful to parents lead to Hell.
• Honoring one's mother takes precedence over honoring one' s father. 38

38

Proper manners towards the parents:
Allah says:
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This means: And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him.
And that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of them or both of them
attain old age in your life, say not to them a word of disrespect, nor shout
at them but address them in terms of honor. And lower unto them the wing
of submission and humility through mercy, and say: "My Lord! Bestow on
them Your Mercy as they did bring me up when I was young.""
(17, Al-lsra': 23 - 24)
Allah says:
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This means: "And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his
parents. His mother bore him in weakness and hardship - upon weakness
and hardship, and his weaning is in two years give thanks to Me and to
your parents, unto Me is the final destination." (31, Luqman: 14)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Shame on him! Shame on him! Shame on him! The one whose parents or
one of them was alive and reached old age, and did not enter paradise (i.e.
their presence was not a cause to make him enter Paradise)."
(Reported by Muslim)
Asma' Bint Abi Bakr As-Siddiq (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated :
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• Common rights are amity, mercy, fidelity, tntst, gentleness,
cheerfulness, tenderness, and respect. 39

"My mother came to me while she was still a polytheist. I asked the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him): My mother, who is ill-disposed to
Islam, has come to visit me. She wanted something from me. Shall I show
her affection? He replied: Yes, be benevolent towards your mother."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"The finest act of goodness is that a man (i.e. a person) treats kindly the
beloved (people) of his father after his death." (Reported by Muslim)
A man of Banu Salamah came to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
and asked:
"0 Messenger of Allah! Is there any obedience to parents that I can show
to them after their death? He (the Prophet) replied: Yes. To pray for them,
to fulfil their instructions after their death, to keep affinity with those who
are not connected with you but through them, and to show reverence to
their friends." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Should not I inform you about the most grievous of the grave sins? (The
Prophet) repeated it three times, and then said: Associating anyone with
Allah and disobedience to parents ... "(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
A person came to Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) and said:
"Who among the people is the most deserving of fine treatment from me?
He said: Your mother. He, again, said : Then who (is the next one)? He said:
Again it is your mother (who deserves the best treatment from you). He
said : Then who (is the next one)? He (the Prophet) said: Again, it is your
mother. He (again) said: Then who? Thereupon, he said: Then, it is your
father." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
39

Proper manners between spouses:
Allah says:
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This means: And among His Signs is this, that He created for you wives
from among yourselves, that you may find repose in them, and He has put
between you affection and mercy. Verily, in that are indeed signs for a
people who reflect." (30, Ar-Rum: 21)
Allah says:
('I' 'I'll :;_AJI) ( 4jJ

~ ~~_, ~J~ ~ 'i~l
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This means: "And they (women) have rights (over their husbands as
regards living expenses) similar (to those of their husbands) over them (as
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• The manners of the husband are to take care of his wife and protect
her, to teach her and make her adhere to Islamic teachings, and to
honor her secrets and treat her relatives well. 40

regards obedience and respect) to what is reasonable, but men have a
degree (of responsibility) over them." (2, AI-Baqarah: 228)
40

The manners of the husband:
Allah says
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This means: "Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because
Allah has made one of them to excel the other, and because they spend (to
support them) from their means." (4, An-Nisa': 34)
Allah says:
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This means: "And live with them honorably. If you dislike them, it may be
that you dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a great deal of good."
(4, An-Nisa': 19)
Allah says:

(t : Fo~l) (~ ~~~ F-w1 i;l:.,)
This means: "And give to the women (whom you marry) their Mahr
(obligatory bridal money given by the husband to his wife at the time of
marriage) with a good heart." (4, An~Nisa': 4)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said in his sermon during the
Farewell Pilgrimage:
"Treat women kindly, they are like captives in your hands, you do not owe
anything else except this (i.e. men should do good to their women as long
as women do nothing wrong or shameful)." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said about the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him):
"He used to keep himself busy serving his family. When it was the time for
prayer, he would go for the prayer." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone intends to have sexual intercourse with his wife, he should say:
In the name of Allah. 0 Allah! Save us from Satan and keep the devil away
from what You have bestowed upon us. Then, if Allah has ordained a child
for them, the devil will never harm him." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"The most perfect believers in faith are those who have the best manners,
and the best of you are those who are the best to their wives."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
A man asked Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him):
"0 Messenger of Allah, what right has any wife over her husband? He
replied: To provide her with food when you eat, clothe her when you clothe
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• The manners of the wife ne to obey her husband in everything
other than what is sinfu 1, to maintain his honor and wealth, not to
leave the family home without his permission, and to honor his
secrets and treat his relatives wel1. 41

(yourself), not to hit her on the face, and do not revile her or separate from
her except in the house." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said in his sermon of Farewell
Pilgrimage:
"And their (women) right is that you should treat them well in the matter of
food and clothing." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"And the man is a guardian of his family." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and
Muslim) (See: Honesty)

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"The most evil of the people to Allah on the Day of Resurrection will be the
man who has sexual intercourse with his wife and then publicizes her
secret." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Wait till you enter (your homes) at night (in the first part of the night) so
that the ladies with unkempt hair may comb their hair, and those whose
husbands have been absent (for a long time) may shave their pubic hair."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
41

The manners of the wife:
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
"Let me inform you about the best a man hoards; it is a virtuous woman
who pleases him when he looks at her, obeys him when he gives her a
command, and guards his interests (including his honor} when he is away
from her." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet Muhammad {peace be upon him) said:
"If the wife of anyone of you asks permission to go to the mosque, he
should not forbid her." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"When a man calls his wife to bed, but she refuses and he (the husband)
spends the night angry with her, the angels curse her until the morning."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Alla h (peace be upon him) said: "And the lady is a guardian
and is responsible for her husband's house."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim) (See: Honesty)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If I were to order anyone to prostrate before another, I would order a
woman to prostrate before her husband." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)

Unit 4: Conduct .J~("""~¢

----------------------~;liM 203

~~

v

Proper manners towards sons and daughters
• Name them with good names and make an 'Aqiqah (a sacrificial
animal slaughtered upon their births) for them.
• Be gentle to them, and never differentiate between sons and
daughters.42
• Support them financially and provide them with good care and
upbringing.

42

Proper manners towards sons and daughters:
Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe! Ward off from yourselves and your
families a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones." (66, At-Tahrim: 6)
Calling them with good names:
Sa'id Ibn AI-Musayyab (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"When my grandfather, Hazn, visited the Prophet (peace be upon him), the
Prophet (peace be upon him) said (to him): What is your name? He said:
My name is Hazn (Arabic: harsh). The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
"But you are Sahl (Arabic: easy)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Ibn ·umar narrated that 'Umar had a daughter who was called 'Asiyah (Arabic:
rebel) . Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) gave her the name of Jam ilah
(Arabic: nice). (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Making a sacrifice ('Agigah) on their births:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"A boy is in pledge for his 'Aqiqah. Sacrifice is made for him on the
seventh day, his head is shaved and he is given a name."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Treating sons and daughters with justice:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Be mindful of your obligation to Allah and do justice with respect to your
children." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Not to differentiate between sons and daughters:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"He who is involved (in the responsibility) of (bringing up) daughters, and
he accords benevolent treatment towards them, there would be protection
for him against Hell-Fire." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Act equally between your children; act equally between your sons."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
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• Educate and raise them according to Islamic teachings. 43

Linking blood relationships
• It is like the polite manners towards parents and children; revering
the old and treating the young tenderly.
• Linking blood relationships is part of faith. The Arabic word ArRahim (uterus, i.e. blood relation) is derived from Allah's Name ArRahman (The All-Merciful).
• Linking blood relationships is done through visiting each other,
giving charity, and advice.
• Be keen to maintain ties with one's family even if they try to cut
these relations, show patience and do not give offence. 44

43

Teaching children:
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Command your children to pray when they are seven years old, and beat
them for (not observing) it when they are ten years old, and separate
between them in beds." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi}
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Every child is born with a true faith of Islam (i.e. to worship none but
Allah Alone) and his parents convert him to Judaism or Christianity or
Magianism." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"The best thing a father would give his son is good manners."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi and Ahmad)
44

Linking blood relationships:
Allah says :

(,.' :.~eJI} ll! y~l ,_~ 0~~::, ~:; ~".J ~~ 0i ~ :W1 y.i ~.:a 0~ 0:1jj1".J:~
This means: "Thos~ who join that which Allah ha~ . commandid to. be
joined (i.e. they are good to their relatives and do not sever the bond of
kinship), fear their Lord, and dread the terrible reckoning (i.e. abstain from
all kinds of sins and evil deeds which Allah has forbidden and perform all
kinds of good deeds which Allah has ordained)." (13, Ar-Ra 'd: 21)
Allah says:
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This means: "Would you then, if you were given the authority, do mischief
in the land, and sever your ties of kinship?" (47, Muhammad: 22)
Allah says:
(rA
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This means: "So give to the kindred his due, and to AI·Miskin (the poor)
and to the wayfarer." (30, Ar-Rum: 38)
Allah says:

(Vo :JtL~I) (~I~~~~ r.)Ji ~ tG.~~~ i):_,i:_,~
This means: "But kindred by blood are nearer to one another regarding
inheritance in the decree ordained by Allah." (8, AI-Anfal: 75)
Allah says:
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This means: "And fear Allah through Whom you demand your mutual
(rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship)."
(4, An-Nisa': 1)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"And the one who believes in Allah and the Last Day should tie his
kinship." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"That who recompenses the good done to him by some one (relative) is
not the one who upholds the ties of relationship. It is he who keeps good
relations with those relatives who cut asunder the bond of kinship with
him." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"That who likes to be granted more provision, and his life be prolonged, let
him tie his kith and kin." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
" Charity towards a poor one is counted as charity, and towards a relation
is both charity and keeping blood relationships." (Reported by At-Tirm idhi)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him ) narrated that a man said to the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him):
"I have relatives with whom I try to maintain ties of relationship, but they
sever their relations with me; whom I treat kindly but they treat me badly,
with whom I am gentle but who are rough to me." He replied, "If you are as
you say, it is as if you are applying hot ashes to them (they will bear the
results of such bad conduct) and you will not be without a supporter
against them from Allah as long as you do so." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) said :
" Ar-Rahim (the ties of relationship) is suspending from the Throne (of
Allah) saying: That who keeps good relations with me, Allah will keep good
ties with him, but that who ever severs relations with me: Allah will sever
the ties with him ." (Reported by Musl im)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:

~~L~~~--T_e_ac_h_Y_o_u_r_se_lf_I_sl_a_m_______________________
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• Blood relationships are only to be cut with unbelievers (other than
parents) or sinners, while praying to Allah for their guidance and
forgiveness.

Caring for the poor
• Money is the wealth of Allah and the wealthy person is Allah's
successor of what He has bestowed on him.
• The poor have a definite right in the wealth of the rich.
• Only money spent on the poor or in any form of charity is what
remains after our death.
• Feeding the poor is an expiation of some sins such as violation of
one's oath, game hunting while being in the confines of the Haram
(sanctuary), injur1ous assimilation (of wife to mother) (Zhihar), and
breaking one ' s fast during daytime in Ramadan.
• Feeding the poor is a means to enter Paradise.
• The Prophet (peace be upon him) was an excellent example of
. wit
. h the poor. 45
generosity

"Allah created the creations and when He accomplished His creations, Ar~
Rahim (the kinship) said: (0 Allah) at this place I seek refuge with You
from all those who sever me (sever the ties of kith and kin). Allah said:
Yes. Are not you satisfied that I should keep ties with him who keeps you
united and sever connection with him who severs you?"
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, the Exalted, has said: I am Ar-Rahman (the Most Compassionate). I
created Ar-Rahim (the uterus). I have derived its name from My name. If
anyone joins it, I shall join him, and if anyone cuts it off, I shall cut him
off." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
45

Caring for the poor:
Allah says:
(V :.1:1All} (~ (;,J~l:;, ;·...'. ~ ~ l~i:,:~

This means: "And spend of that whereof He has made you trustees."
(57, A/-Hadid: 7)
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Guardianship of orphans
• It is highly recommended in the Qur'an and Sunnah.

• Islam repeatedly wams about the serious nature of the sin of
exploiting an orphan's wealth for other than their interest.

Allah says:
•
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This means: "And those in whose wealth there is a known right, For the
beggar who asks, and for the unlucky who has lost his property and
wealth, (and his means of living has been straitened)."
(70, Al-Ma ·arij: 24- 25)
Allah says:
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This means: "And whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah's Cause),
He will replace it. And He is the Best of providers." (34, Saba': 39)
Allah says:
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This means: "We feed you seeking Allah's Countenance only. We wish for
no reward, nor thanks from you. Verily, We fear from our Lord a Day, hard
and distressful, that will make the faces look horrible (from extreme
dislikeness to it). So Allah saved them from the evil of that Day, and gave
them Nadratan (a light of beauty) and joy." (76, Al-lnsan: 9- 11)
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
"0 son of Adam! You say: My property, my property. Have you anything
but what you eat and use up or wear and make threadbare or give in
charity and execute it?" (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"0 people, exchange greetings of peace (i.e., say: As-Salamu 'Alaykum to
one another), feed people, strengthen the t ies of kinship, and be in prayer
when others are asleep, (in return) you will enter Paradise in peace."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Whenever a person begged anything from the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him) in Islam, he (the Prophet) would fulfill his demand. {Once) a
man came to him (begging) and the Prophet gave him a herd of sheep
scattered between the two mountains. When he returned to his people, he
said to them: 0 my people! Enter the fold of Islam because Muhammad
(peace be upon him) gives so much just as a person who has no fear of
poverty and need ." (Reported by Muslim)
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• Islam calls for protecting and investing the orphans' wealth with
beneficence, until they are at an age where they can manage it
respons1"bly. 46

46

Guardianship of orphans:
Allah says:

(0. :~1) (~~~I t:.ti)
This means: "Therefore, treat not the orphan with oppression."
(93, Ad-Duha: 9)
Allah says:
· lAll) '& 1-7"
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( T - ' :(.)$. .~
. • '-?.jjl ~i• .)i~
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This means: "Have you seen him who denies the Recompense? That is he
who repulses the orphan (harshly)." (107, AI-Ma'un: 1- 2)
Allah says:
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This means: "And give unto orphans their property and do not exchange
(your) bad things for (their) good ones; and devour not their substance (by
adding it) to your substance. Surely, this is a great sin." (4, An-Nisa': 2)
Allah says:
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This means: "Verily, those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans,
they eat up only a fire into their bellies, and they will be burnt in the
blazing Fire!" (4, An-Nisa': 10)
Sahl Ibn Sa' d (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"That who takes care of an orphan and I will be in Paradise like these two
(fingers). He raised his forefinger and middle finger by way of illustration."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Whoever passes his hand over the head of an orphan (out of kindness)
only for the sake of Allah will have a virtue recorded to his credit for every
single hair his hand passes over." (Reported by Ahmad)
The Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"The best house (in a Muslim community) is that in which there is an
orphan who is well-treated, and the worst (of their houses) is the one in
which there is an orphan who is maltreated." (Reported by Ibn Majah)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Avoid the seven deadly things. It was said: What are they, Messenger of
Allah? He replied: Associating anything with Allah, practicing sorcery,
killing one whom Allah has declared inviolable without a just cause,
devouring the property of an orphan, devouring usury, fleeing from the
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Proper manners towards neighbors
• Not to hurt the~ by words or deeds; not to annoy them by one' s
loud voice, scent (of food, for example), or by being curious about
their secrets and privacy.
• Help them when required.
• Visit them when ill, and sympathize with them in good and hard
times.
• To be good to them 47

battlefield, and accusing the pious women with adultery."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
47

Proper manners towards neighbors:
Allah says:
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This means: "Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship, and do
good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, AI-Masakin (the poor), the neighbor
who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, the companion by your
side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom your right hands
possess. Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful."
(4, An-Nisa': 36)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"That who believes in Allah and the Last Day should do good to his
neighbor." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"I said to Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him): 0 Messenger of Allah! I
have two neighbors, which of them should I send a present? He said: To
the one who lives nearer to you." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Gabriel impressed upon me (the kind treatment) towards the neighbor (so
much) that I thought as if he would soon confer upon him the (right) of
inheritance." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
" That who believes in Allah and the Last Day should not harm his
neighbor." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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General behavior of Muslims towards each other
• Shake hands and greet each other with the greeting of Islam: AsSalamu 'Alaykum wa Rahmat Allahi wa Barakatuh (Allah's Peace,
Mercy, and Blessings be upon you,) 48

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"By Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he
does not believe! It was said: Who is that Allah's Messenger? He said: That
person whose neighbor does not feel safe from his evil."
(Reported by Ahmad)
48

General behavior of Muslims towards each other:
Allah says: .
(" q,

:~1)
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This means: "Muhammad (SAW) is the Messenger of Allah, and those who
are with him are severe against disbelievers, and merciful among
themselves." (48, AI-Fath: 29)
Ailah says :
(' • ,.

:wl~ J\) (lj~ ~:, ¥. ~~ ~ i~lj);

This means: "And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah (i.e.
this Qur'an), and be not divided among yourselves." (3, AI-'lmran: 103)
Allah says:
(T

:o~WI) (~lj~lj ~~~ ~ i;:,~ ~j iS~Ij ~I~ i;:,~·j)

Tllis means: "Help you one another in AI-Birr and At-Taqwa (virtue,
righteousness and piety); but do not help one another in sin and
transgression." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 2)
Allah says :

(' :~'i') 4.r<S!! ~~~ i~i:, ;W, ifo~J.
This means: "So fear Allah and adjust all matters of difference among
you." (8, AI-Anfal: 1)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"On the Day of Resurrection, Allah, the Exalted, will say: Where are those
who have mutual love for My Glory's sake? Today, I shall shelter them in
My shade when there is no shade but Mine." (Reported by Muslim)
Greeting each other:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Two Muslims will not meet and shake hands without having their sins
forgiven (by Allah) before they depart." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"If one starts talking before greeting (you), do not answer him until he
starts greeting before talking." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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• Visit each other in times of illness and greet each other when
sneezmg.
• Give advice; calling for right and forbidding wrong.
• Love for others what one loves for oneself, and wish them all that is
good.
• Not to harm each other by word or deed. 49

49

The visit in the time of illness:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Every Muslim has five rights over another Muslim (i.e., he has to perform
five duties for another Muslim): to return the greetings, to visit the sick, to
accompany funeral processions, to accept an invitation, to respond to the
sneezer [i.e., to say: Yarhamuka Allah (may Allah bestow His Mercy on
you), when the sneezer praises Allah]." (AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The rights of the Muslim on his brother Muslim are six: When you meet
him, greet him; when he calls you, respond to him; when he seeks
counsel, give him advice; when he sneezes and praises Allah, say to him:
May Allah have mercy on you; when he is sick, visit him; and when he
dies, follow his funeral." (Reported by Muslim)
AI-Bara' Ibn ' Azib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) commanded us to do seven
things and forbade us to do seven (things). He commanded us to visit the
sick, follow the funeral procession, answer the sneezer, fulfill the vow,
help the oppressed, accept the invitation and greet everybody."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Visit the sick, feed the hungry, and (arrange for the) release of the
captive." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Love:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"None amongst you is a truthful believer until he likes for his brother
(fellow Muslim) which he loves for himself."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Do not hanker after what others have. Do not be jealous of one another
and do not nurse enmity against others. Do not severe ties with one
another. Be fellow brothers, servants of Allah, as He commanded.''
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Not to harm each other by words or deeds:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :

~~~~~~--T_e_a_ch__Y_o_u_rs_e_lf_I_sl_a_m_________________________
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• Work for reconciliation.
• Vindicate and do not disappoint each other.
• Attend the funerals and accept their oath.
• Support each other in meeting needs. 50

"Every (of these three things) of a Muslim are (sacred, and thus) inviolable
by another Muslim: his honor, blood and property." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"It is not lawful for a Muslim to terrify another Muslim."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"It is not lawful for a Muslim to severe relations with his Muslim brother
beyond three nights. They {may) meet while one turning one way and the
other turning to the other way when they meet. The best of the two is the
one who is the first to give greeting." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
50

Vindicate and not to disappoint each other:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Support your brother whether he is an oppressor or an oppressed. A man
inquired: 0 Messenger of Allah! I may help him when he is oppressed, but
how can I help him when he commits an oppression? He said: You prevent
him from committing oppression. That will be your help to him."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Shall I not inform you of something more excellent in degree than fasting,
prayer and almsgiving (Sadaqah)? The people replied: Yes, Prophet of
Allah! He said: It is putting things right between people, spoiling this
(putting things right) is the shaver (i.e. destroys and removes one's faith
and religion)." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Help:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"The believers in their mutual kindness, compassion, and sympathy are
like the body. If one of the organs is afflicted, the whole body responds to
it with wakefulness and fever." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
" The one who removes the suffering of a believer out of the sufferings of
this worldly life, Allah will relieve him from one of the sufferings of the Day
of Resurrection. And the one who pares way for someone who is
insolvent, Allah will make things easy for him in the world and in the
Hereafter, and the one who veils the faults of a Muslim, Allah will veil his
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Manners towards non-Muslims
• Treat them with equity, justice, and beneficence.
• Exchange gifts.
• Eat their food if they are of the People of the Book.
• Do not admit their unbelief, or imitate their habits.
• Do not take them as patrons at the expense of Muslims. 5 1

faults in the world and in the Hereafter. Allah supports His servant as long
as the servant backs his brother." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"No (Muslim) man will desert a man who is a Muslim in a place where his
respect may be violated and his honor aspersed without Allah deserting
him in a place where he wishes His help; and no (Muslim) man who will
help a Muslim in a place where his honor may be aspersed and his respect
violated without Allah helping him in a place where he wishes His help."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If you make intercession, you will be rewarded."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
51

Manners towards non-Muslims:
Treating them kindly:
Allah says:
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This means: "Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those
who fought not against you on account of religion and did not drive you
out of your homes. Verily, Allah loves those who deal with equity. It is only
as regards those who fought against you on account of religion, and have
driven you out of your homes, and helped to drive you out, that Allah
forbids you to befriend them. And whosoever will befriend them, then such
are
the
Zhalimun
(wrong-doers
those
who
disobey Allah)."
(60, AI-Mumtahinah: 8 - 9)
Allah says:
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Sitting in public places and proper manners when
being in public
• Greet those who were in that place first before you take your seat.
• Be calm and staid.
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This means: "And if anyone of the Mushrikun (polytheists, idolaters,
pagans, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah) seeks your protection then
grant him protection, so that he may hear the Word of Allah (the Qur'an),
and then escort him to where he can be secure." (9, At-Tawbah: 6)
Allah says:
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This means: "The food (slaughtered cattle, eatable animals, etc.) of the
people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) is lawful to y·ou and yours is
lawful to them." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 5)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Beware, if anyone wrongs a contracting man, or diminishes his right, or
forces him to work beyond his capacity, or takes from him anything
without his consent, I shall plead for him on the Day of Judgment."
(Reported by Muslim)
Not to take them as patrons:
Allah says:
~ ~
(' t t :~~l) (~~~ ~_,j ~ ~~:_,1 0:!!tsll IJ·'~'i 'i 1~1 0:!~1 ~I l:~
This means: "0 you who believe! Take not for Awliya' (protectors or
helpers or friends) disbelievers instead of believers." (4, An-Nisa': 144)
Allah says:
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This means: "You (0 Muhammad SAW) will not find any people who
believe in Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with those who
oppose Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad SAW), even though they
were their fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or their kindred
(people)." (58, AI-Mujadalah: 22)
Not to emulate non-Muslims:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He who copies any people is one of them." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Do the opposite of what the pagans do. Keep the beards and cut the
moustaches short." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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• When standing up to leave, ask Allah's forgiveness for the sin of
backbiting or talebearing (gossip) that might have been committed.
• Lower one's gaze.
• Answer greetings that are offered to you.
• Enjoin the right and forbid the wrong.
• Remove any kind of harm from the road.
• Guide the wanderer. 52

52

Sittina and road manners:
Allah says:
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This means: "When those who believe in Our Ayat (proofs, evidences,
verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) come to you, say: "Salamun
'Aiaykum" (peace be on you)." (6. AI-An 'am: 54)
Allah says :
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This means: "0 you who believe! When you are told to make room in the
assemblies, (spread out and) make room. Allah will give you (ample) room
(from His Mercy). And when you are told to rise up [for prayers, Jihad
(holy fighting in Allah's Cause), or for any other good deed], rise up. Allah
will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who have been
granted knowledge. And Allah is Well-Acquainted with what you do." (58,
AI-Mujadalah: 11)
Allah says:
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This means: "And the slaves of the Most Beneficent (Allah) are those who
walk on the earth in humility and sedateness, and when the foolish
address them (with bad words) they reply back with mild words of
gentleness. (25, AI-Furqan: 63)
Allah says:
11

1.

•

'

•

~-:

'

.:11} i"!.. ~~l..4al• ·•~ 1~
• • •· ·•
• •.'.11. ,;;·~
( ,.. :.;.,...
~..,..... v-.

This means: "Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking ill
forbidden things). (24, An-Nur: 30)
Allah says :
11
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Good manners when traveling
• Prepare all travel expenses from lawful sources.
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This means: "When you are greeted with a greeting, greet in return with
what is better than it, or (at least) return it equally." (4, An-Nisa': 86)
Allah says:
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This means: "The believers, men and women, are Awliya' (helpers,
supporters, friends, protectors) of one another, they enjoin (on the people)
Al-Ma 'rut (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do), and
forbid (people) from AI-Munkar (i.e. polytheism and disbelief of all kinds,
and all that Islam has forbidden)." (9, At-Tawbah: 71)

Abu Sa' id AI-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's
Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Avoid sitting on the streets. They (his Companions) said: Allah's
Messenger, there is no other help (but to sit here as we) to hold our
meetings and discuss matters there. Thereupon, Allah's Messenger (peace
be upon him) said: If you have to sit there, then fulfill the rights of the
street. They said: What are these rights? Thereupon, he said: Keeping the
eye downward (so that you may not stare at women), refraining from doing
some harm to others and exchanging greetings (saying As-Salamu
'Aiaykum) and commanding the good and forbidding the evil."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Samurah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"When we came to the Prophet (peace be upon him), each one would sit
down where there was room." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Do not ask someone to give up his seat in order to take it, but make
accommodation wide and sit at ease." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"It is not permissible for a person to sit between two people without their
permission." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If someone leaves his seat (for one reason or another) and returns to it,
he is better entitled to it." (Reported by Muslim)
Abu Barzah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) would supplicate before
leaving an assembly thus, "0 Allah, You are free from every imperfection;
all praise is for You. I testify that there is no true god except You, I ask
Your forgiveness and turn to You in repentance." A man once said to him:
0 Messenger of Allah! You have spoken such words that you have never
uttered before. He said, "It is an expiation of that which goes on in the
assembly." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
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• Leave sufficient money for one's family expenses, bid them
farewell, and wish them all that is good.
• Return due rights, debts and trusts.
• Pray the prayer oflstikharah (supplication for right guidance)
before traveling and recite a certain invocation.
• Women should not travel unless with an unmarriageable member of
her family or in a trustworthy group.
• Return home once business is accomplished.
• Not to surprise one's family when arriving. 53
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Good manners when traveling:
Allah says:

(o'\ :u~l) ( :,J¥li ~y~ ~1:., ~) 6)1fo1 6:1~1 ~~~ ~)
This means: "0 My slaves who believe/ Certainly, spacious is My earth.
Therefore worship Me {Alone)." (29, AI-'Ankabut: 56)
Allah says:

LJ U c.:_, 11\ Ul ~ ~~~ w~ l)fo:_, ~ ~:_,i:w.1 l~l ~:., ~ IJ~~ ~ o.;~ ~ IJ'j;.' ~)
-

-

(' t - ';.

:u~Jll) (wJ!!i.;'.!-~:., J1 U)j -~f.

This means: "When you mount thereon, and say: "Glory to Him who has
subjected this to us, and we could never have it (by our efforts). And
venly, to Our Lord we indeed are to return/" (43, Az-Zukhruf: 13- 14)
Ibn ·umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) recited: Allah is the Greatest
(three times) when he rode a camel setting for a journey. Then, he would
say: Glory to Him who has subjected this to us, and we could never have it
(by our efforts). And verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return/. 0 our
Lord, I ask You for virtue and piety, and for the deed which may please
You. 0 our Lord, comfort this journey for us, and fold up its length. 0 our
Lord, You are the Companion in the journey, and the Guardian of our
families. 0 Allah I seek refuge with You from hardships of journey,
gloominess of appearance and finding of evil changes in property and
family. And on his return he said the same thing, but added: We are
returning, repentant, worshipping our Lord, and praising Him."
(Reported by Muslim)
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Good manners of hospitality
• Good hospitality without extravagance is a duty on every Muslim.
• Invite the pious to one~s home, not the dissolute or impious people,
and do not limit the invitation to the rich alone, since the aim should
not be boasting.
• It is an obligation to accept the invitation from the rich or the poor,

unless there is a legitimate reason.
• Be hospitab1e to the stranger for three days unless the host insists on
more. 5

The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to bid farewell saying:
"I entrust Allah with your religion, your trust and your last deeds."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Traveling is a piece of torture; it deprives a traveler of his sleep, food and drink.
When a person has accomplished his purpose of journey, he should hurry
up in returning to his family." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone of you was away from home for a long period, he should not
return home at night." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"It is not lawful for a woman to take a journey for a day and a night unless
she is accompanied by a male Mahram {umarriageable person)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"When you enter your home in the night, Wait so that the lady whose hair
is unkempt may comb her hair and that the lady whose husband has been
away may shave her pubic hair." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
54

Good manners of hospitality:
Allah says:

~i ~! tl) -'u.Jfo ~:_,i ~ ~ ~ 1_,ili ~ I~J ~~ .~:_t.j1 ~~:_;.,~ ~ ;j·.;, ~~ ~i ~~
(T'\ - Yt = ~4..;\lll) ( ~ ~ ~~
This means: "Has the story reached you, of the honored guests [three
angels; Jibrael (Gabriel) along with another two] of Ibrahim (Abraham)?
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Good manners concerning feasts
• Have a bath, apply perfume, and wear one's best clothes.
• Muslims should congratulate each other.
• [tis permissible to eat plentifully, drink and play within lawful
limits.

When they came in to him, and said, "Salam, (peace be upon you)!" He
answered; "Salam, (peace be upon you)," and said: "You are a people
unknown to me," Then he turned to his household, so brought out a
roasted calf {as the property of Ibrahim (Abraham) was mainly cows]."
(51, Adh-Dhariyat: 24- 26)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Associate only with a believer, and let only a God-fearing man eat your
meals." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The worst food is that served at a wedding feast in which the rich are
invited and the poor are abandoned." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Musiim)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"When anyone of you is invited to a feast, he should attend it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If I were invited to a shoulder or a shank (i.e. of a goat), I would respond
(to the invitation). (And) if I were given, as a gift, a shoulder or a shank (of
an animal), I would accept (it)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"When anyone of you is invited to a meal, he should accept the invitation.
If he is observing Sawm (fasting), he should supplicate for the betterment
of the host and if he is not fasting, he should eat." (Reported by Ahmad)
Abu Shuwayh Khuwaylid Ibn ' Amr AI-Khuza'i (may Allah be pleased with him)
narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He who believes in Allah and the Last Day should honor his guest
according to his right. He was asked: What is his right, 0 Messenger of
Allah? He (peace be upon him) replied, "It is (to honor him) for a day and a
night, and hospitality extends for three days, and what is beyond that is
charity." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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• Eating is recommended before going to Al-Fitr Feast Prayer, and
after performing Al-Adha (the immolation) Feast Prayer. 5 5

Manners of consuming food and beverages
•

Food should be from a lawful source.

•

Eating with the sincere intention of getting more capacity to obey
Allah.

•

All food and beverages are lawful for Muslims except those kinds
that are ham1ful to the mind and body as prohibited by Allah and
. M essenger. ·"t>
H1s

55

Manners of feasts:
Jabir Ibn Nafir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"When the Companions of the Prophet met each other on the day of 'ld,
they would say to each other, Taqabbala Allahu Minna Wa Minkum (May
Allah accept it from us and you)." (Reported by AI-Baihaqi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The day of 'Arafah, the day of AI-Adha (Sacrifice), the days of Tashriq are
(the days of) our festival, 0 people of Islam. These are days of eating and
drinking." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, and Abu Dawud)
Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"When the Prophet (peace be upon him) came to Medina, the people had
two days on which they engaged in games. He asked: What are these two
days (what is the significance)? They said: We used to engage ourselves
on them in the pre-Islamic period. The Prophet (peace be upon him} said:
Allah has substituted for them something better than them, the day of AIAdha (Sacrifice) and the day of AI-Fitr (breaking the fast)."
(Reported by An-Nasa'i)
' A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"Abu Bakr came to see me and I had two girls with me from among the
girls of Ansar and they were singing what Ansar recited to one another at
the Battle of Bu' ath. They were not, however, singing girls. Upon this, Abu
Bakr said: What is (the playing of) this wind instrument of Satan in the
house of the Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) and this too on 'ld
day? Upon this, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: Abu
Bakr, every people have a festival and it is our festival (so let them play
on)." (Reported by AI-BuKhari and Muslim)
56

Manners of consuming food and beverages:
The lawful and the unlawful:
Allah says:
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•

Prohibited meat are carrion, that is the animal that died before the
Muslim had the chance to slaughter it, such as this having been
strangled, beaten to death~ toppled to death, gored to death, and that
eaten by wild beasts of prey. Also forbidden are spilled blood, the
flesh, lard and blood of swine, beasts with fangs and birds with
claws, mules and domesticated donkeys, and whatever is

(' v" :o.AJI) (6J~ ~~l ~

w! ~ iJ~r_, ~~;.;c.~~~ i_,lS ifol 0:~1 ~~ 4)

This means: "You who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic
Monotheism)! Eat of the lawful things that We have provided you with, and
be grateful to Allah, if it is indeed He Whom you worship."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 172)
Allah says:
(' ' t

: ~1) (6J~ ~~l ~ w! ~~ ;•.-.;_;i_,jS:!{, ~ ~~ ~~ ~J.J ~ i~}
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This means: So eat of the lawful and good food which Allah has provided
for you. And be grateful for the Graces of Allah, if it is He Whom you
worship." (16, An-Nahl: 114)
Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe! Make not unlawful the Tayyibat (all that
is good as regards foods, things, deeds, beliefs, persons, etc.) which Allah
has made lawful to you, and transgress not. Verily, Allah does not like the
transgressors. And eat of the things wl1ich Allah has provided for you,
lawful and good, and fear Allah in Whom you believe."
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 87-88)
AP<:1h says:

~J ~~ ~ ~ .~~~ ~ ~ ~! i)~ ~:, ;~_;.;.,:_, i_,lS_, ~ JS ~ ~s~iJJ i_,~ ~J1 ~ 43j
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This means: "0 Children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing your
clean clothes), while praying and going round (the Tawaf of) the Ka'bah,
and eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, certainly He (Allah) likes
not AI-Musrifun (those who waste by extravagance). Say (0 Muhammad
SAW): "Who has forbidden the adoration with clothes given by A//a/1,
which He has produced for his slaves, and At-Tayyibat {all kinds of Halal
(lawful) things] of food?" Say: "They are, in the life of this world, for those
who believe, (and) exclusively for them (believers) on the Day of
Resurrection (the disbelievers will not share them)." Thus We explain the
Ayat (Islamic laws) in detail for people who have knowledge."
(7, Al-A ' raf: 31 - 32)
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slaughtered for the sake of idols, and whatever has been dedicated
to other than Allah, the Almighty. 57

57

Prohibited meat:
Allah says:
,;__j1
• LJ\ A.il1 i.JA.I
::,..J c.·~· ·:.
j t:. •.-.;, ~ ·.~·.\.._ -• · - o· G:.Jr ·.~1 ~G::. :s..:..l:ab· .:. -:,, ~ · •i ·,_ (il
- • '.J
~
~ - r-:- f'~.J J • .J r..J ~ ~ (.)-" - - (q, i - :oJ.iWI) ~ 0.J~-.-7;,_;

This means: "Lawful to you is (the pursuit of) water-game and its use for
food - for the benefit of yourselves and those who travel, but forbidden is
(the pursuit of) land-game as long as you are in a state of lhram (for Hajj or
'Umrah). And fear Allah to Whom you shall be gathered back."
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 96)
Allah says:
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This means: "Forbidden to you (for food) are: AI"Maytatah (the dead
animals " cattle"beast not slaughtered), blood, the flesh of swine, and the
meat of that which has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than
Allah, or has been slaughtered for idols, etc., or on which Allah's Name
has not been mentioned while slaughtering, and that which has been killed
by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring
of horns - and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal - unless
you are able to slaughter it (before its death) - and that which is sacrificed
(slaughtered) on An-Nusub (stone altars). (Forbidden) also is to use
arrows seeking luck or decision, (all) that is Fisqun (disobedience of Allah
and sin). This day, those who disbelieved have given up all hope of your
religion, so fear them not, but fear Me. This day, I have perfected your
religion for you, completed My Favor upon you, and have chosen for you
Islam as your religion. But as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with
no inclination to sin (such can eat these above-mentioned meats), then
surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (5, AI-Ma'idah: 3)
Allah says:
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This means: "Say (0 Muhammad SAW): "I find not in that which has been
inspired to me anything forbidden to be eaten by one who wishes to eat it,
unless it be Maytatah (a dead animal) or blood poured forth (by
slaughtering or the like), or the flesh of swine (pork, etc.) for that surely is
impure, or impious (unlawful) meat (of an animal) which is slaughtered as
a sacrifice for others than Allah (or has been slaughtered for idols, etc., or
on which Allah's Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering). But
whosoever is forced by necessity without wilful disobedience, nor
~
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Sacrifices should be slaughtered according to the Shari'ah method
of releasing blood by using a sharp instrument to cut the throat,
esophagus and jugular veins simultaneously, but in the case of
camels, they are stabbed in their throats. The Name of Allah has to
be mentioned when slaughtering and sacrificing.

•

Eating seafood and (hunting) game is pem1issible for everybody,
but hunting is prohibited for the pilgrim in the area of the Haram
(Sanctuary) while in a state of ritual consecration (Ihram).

•

It is lawful to eat animals slaughtered by the People of the Book

(Jews and Christians) by mentioning the Name of Allah while
eating. They are prohibited if they were not slaughtered properly or
if a name of other than Allah was mentioned.

transgressing due limits, (for him) certainly, your Lord is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful." (6, Al-An' am: 145)
Allah says:
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This means: "He has forbidden you only the Maytatah (dead animals), and
blood, and the flesh of swine, and that which is slaughtered as a sacrifice
for others than Allah (or has been slaughtered for idols, on which Allah's
Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering). But if one is forced by
necessity without wilful disobedience nor transgressing due limits, then
there is no sin on him. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. "
(2, AI-Baqarah: 173)
Allah says:
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This means: "He has forbidden you only AI-Maytatah (meat of a dead
animal), blood, the flesh of swine, and any animal which is slaughtered as
a sacrifice for others than Allah (or has been slaughtered for idols etc. or
on which Allah's Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering). But if
one is forced by necessity, without wilful disobedience, and not
transgressing,
then,
Allah
is
Oft-Forgiving,
Most
Merciful. "
(16, An-Nahl: 115)
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It is forbidden for Muslims to eat filthy food exposed to dirt,

insects, rodents, or anything harmful. 58
· •

Allah prohibited partaking of intoxicants, and this prohibition
includes those who make them, transport them, cater for them, and
trade them. This applies to alcoholic beverages and narcotics.

•

It is not permissible for a Muslim to approach any forbidden item

unless it is essential to maintain life, and on the condition that he
takes only the minimum that will not exceed the limit of necessity. 59

58

Slaughtered animals:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said when asked about slaughtering (the
animals):
"If the killing tool causes blood to gush out and if Allah's Name is
mentioned, eat (of the slaughterer animal). But do not slaughter with a
tooth or a nail." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Ibn ' Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace be
upon him) said:
"Slaughtering (is to be done) only in the upper part of the breast and the
throat." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to one of his Companions:
"If you hunt an animal with your bow after mentioning Allah's Name, eat of
it, and if you hunt something with your trained hound after mentioning
Allah's Name, eat of it, and if you hunt something with your untrained
hound (and get it before it dies) and slaughter it, eat of it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If you let loose your hound after a game and mention Allah's Name on
sending it, and the hound catches the game and kills it, then you can eat of
it. But if the hound eats of it, then you should not eat thereof, for the hound
has caught it for itself." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said about the embryo:
"Eat it if you wish, for the slaughter of its mother serves its slaughter."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Ibn 'Umar narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"Two types of dead animals and two types of blood have been made lawful
for us. The types of dead animals are seafood and locusts. The two types
of blood are the (blood of the) liver and the spleen."
(Reported by Ibn Majah and Ahmad)
59

Alcoholics:
Allal1 says:
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Food containers should be covered.

•

Hands should be washed before and after meals.

v

It is forbidden for men and women to eat from utensi1s made of
gold or silver. 60
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This means: "0 you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks),
gambling, AI-Ansab, and AI-Azlam (arrows for seeking luck or decision)
are an abomination of Shaytan's (Satan) handiwork. So avoid (strictly all)
that (abomination) in order that you may be successful. Shaytan (Satan)
wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants
(alcoholic drinks) and gamblmg, and hinders you from the remembrance of
Allah and from As-Salah (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain?"
(5, Al-Ma'idah: 90- 91)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Every intoxicant is Khamr (wine) and every intoxicant is forbidden."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Every intoxicant is forbidden ." (Reported by AI -Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone drinks wine, Allah will not accept prayer from him for forty
days." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah has cursed wine, its drinker, its server, its seller, its buyer, its
presser, the one for whom it is pressed, the one who conveys it, and the
one to whom it is conveyed." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah has sent down both the disease and the cure, and He has appointed
a cure for every disease, so treat yourselves medically, but use nothing
unlawful." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
6
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Covering the containers of food:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Cover up the utensils and tie up the mouth of water skins."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When you intend going to bed at night, put out the lights, close the doors,
tie the mouths of the water skins, and cover your food and drinks."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Washing hands:
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g1ven to you and do not criticize it.

•

/\l:ccpt the

•

The food should be shared between more than one person.

•

Start eating with the Narne ofAUah, and after flnishing, thank Him.

•

ff any of the food t~tlis on the ground, it should he picked up and
~
eaten atter
remcvmg any t l'ni.'') ·I

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When anyone amongst you wakes up from sleep, he must not put his
hand in the utensil till he has washed it three times, for he does not know
where his hand was during the night." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone spends the night with grease on his hand which he has not
washed away, he can blame only himself if some trouble comes to him."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Utensils of silver and gold:
The Messenger of Alleh (peace be upon twn) said:
"Surely, he who eats or drinks in gold and silver vessels fills his belly with
Hell-fire." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
c1 AcceptingJhe food:
Abu Hurayrah ~may Al:ah be pleased with him) narrated :
Tile Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) never found fault with food. If
he had inclination to eating it, he would eat; and if he disliked it, he would
ieave it. (Reported by ;\1-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) asked for Udrn (anything eat8n vvith bread)
and was told that theie was nothing except vinegar. He asked for it and
began to eat from it sa~ting, "How excellent is vinegar when eaten as Udml
How excellent is vinegar when eaten as Udm r ' {Reported by Musl im)
Sharil!.fl.Jood:
The Prophet (pence be upon h1nl) said:
"Eat. together and mention the Name of Allah over your food . It will be
biessed for you." (Repc rted by Ar1mad)
The Messenger of Al lah (peace be upon him) said:
"The food of one person suffices for two, the food of two persons suffices
for fQur persons, and the food of four persons suffices for eight persons."
(Reported by Muslim)
Mentioning the Name of Allah at the beginning of having food and praisi!l9,
Him after finishing it:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
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Never blow in hot food or drink.

•

A void overeating.

•

Offer food to the eldest people first. If food is served, begin passing to
those sitting on the right-hand side.

•

Eat using the right hand, and take from the food nearest the edges
of the container. 62

"When one of you eats, he should mention Allah's Name; if he forgets to
mention Allah's Name at the beginning, he should say: In the Name of
Allah at the beginning and at the end of it." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"When one of you eats food, he should say: 0 Allah, bless us in it, and
give us food (or nourishment) better than it." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
As for milk:
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
"When one is given milk to drink he should say: 0 Allah! bless us in it and
give us more of it." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
After having food :
When the Prophet (peace be upon him) finished his food, he would say:
"Praise be to Allah Who has given us food and drink and made us
Muslims." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
He also would say the following after having food:
"Praise be to Allah Who has fed me with this food and provided me with it
through no might and power on my part." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
He also would say:
"AI-Hamdu Lillahi Hamdan Kathiran Tayyiban Mubarakan Fihi, Ghayra
Makfiyyin Wala Muwadda'in, Wala Mustaghnan ' Anhu, Rabbana. (Meaning:
All praise is due to Allah, praise which is abundant1 pure, and full of
blessings, which is indispensable and to which one cannot be
indifferent)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
He also would say:
"Praise be to Allah Who has given food and drink and made it easy to
swallow, and provided an exit for it." (Reported byAbu Dawud)
If food falls down:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"If any morsel dropped (on earth), one should pick it up, cleanse it of dust,
and eat it and not to leave it to the devil." (Reported by Muslim)
62

Breathing in the container:
Abu Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
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•

After eating with one's hands, lick the fingers.

•

Sip slowly while drinking.

•

Wash your hands, clean your teeth, and rinse your mouth after
.
63
eatmg.

"The Prophet (peace be upon him) forbade breathing into the vessel (while
drinking)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Avoiding overeating:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"No man fills a utensil worse than his stomach. A few morsels that keep
his back upright are sufficient for a man. If eating is necessary, he should
fill one-third with food, one-third with drink, and leave one-third for easy
breathing." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The sequence of passing food:
Sahl Ibn Sa'd (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"A drink was brought to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and
he drank of it. On his right was a lad, and on his left were some old people.
He said to the lad: Would you mind if I gave (the rest of this drink first) to
those on my left? The lad said: 0 Messenger of Allah, by Allah I will not
concede my share (of drinking after you) to anyone else. So he (the
Prophet) handed over (the drink) to him." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Milk mixed with water was brought to Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him). On his right side was sitting a bedouin and on his left was sitting
Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him). He (peace be upon him) drank
from it and handed the rest to the bedouin saying: One who is on the right
has preference, then again the one who is on the right."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Eating with the right hand:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Come near, my son, mention Allah's Name, eat with your right hand, and
eat from what is next to you." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Blessing descends upon food in its middle, so eat from the sides of the
vessel and do not eat from its middle."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud)
63

Licking the clean fingers:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"When one of you finishes eating, he should not wipe his fingers until he
has licked them himself." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Ka·b Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
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Proper manners of dressing
•
•

Men should not wear silk or gold.
Be modest in dress, and do not wear clothes intending to show
off. 64

"I saw the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) eating with three
fingers (i.e., the thumb, the index finger, and the m iddle finger) and licking
them after having finished the food." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"You do not know in which portion of your food the blessing lies."
(Reported by Muslim)
Sipping slowly while drinking:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Do not drink in one gulp like a camel, but in two or three (gulps). Mention
the Name of Allah (i.e., say Bismillah) when you start drinking and praise
Him (i.e., say AI-Hamdu Lillah) after you have finished (drinking)."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Washing the hands and rinsing the mouth:
Ibn ' Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Allah's Messenger drank milk, and then rinsed his mouth saying: It has
fat." (Reported by Ibn Majah)
Suwayd Ibn An-Nu"rnan (may Allah be pleased with hirn) narrated:
"We went out with Allah's Messenger to Khaybar, and when we were at AsSahba', (Yahya, a sub-narrator said : As-Sahba' is a place at a distance of
one day's journey to Khaybar), Allah's Messenger asked the people to
bring their food, but there was nothing with the people except Sawiq (food
made from wheat and barley flour). So we all chewed and ate of it. Then
the Prophet asked for some water and he rinsed his mouth, and we too,
rinsed our mouths." (Reported by Ibn Majah)
64

Proper manners of dressing:
Men should not wear silk or gold:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Do not wear silk (clothes), for whoever wears (them) in this life will be
deprived of them in the Hereafter." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Silk (clothes) are worn only by him who has no share in the Hereafter."
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Wearing of silk and gold has been made unlawful for males and lawful for
the females of my nation." (Reporied by At-Tirmidhi)
Modesty in clothing:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

~~
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•

Women's dress should cover their bodies except the face and the
palms, and should not reveal their charms.

•

Women should not overdo their adon1ments or apply perfume
while going out.

•

Women should not wear the dress of men, and men should not
wear that ofwomen. 65

"Whoever allows his lower garment to drag out of vanity, Allah will not
look at him on the Day of Resurrection."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not look at him who trails his lower
garment out of pride." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"What is below the ankles of a lower garment is condemned to the Fire
(Hell).'' (Reported by .A.I-Bukhari)
It should be noted that it is only men who are forbidden to let their dress drag,
which is not the case with women .
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah loves to see the sign of His Bounties on his slave."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
65

Modesty of women:
Allah says:
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This means: "Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at
forbidden things), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts,
etc.). That is purer for them. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what they do. And
tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden
things), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts, etc.) and
not to show off their adornment except only that which is apparent (like
palms of hands and face), or outer dress like veil, gloves, head-cover,
apron, etc.), and to draw their veils all over Juyubihinna (i.e. their bodies,
faces, necks and bosoms, etc.) and not to reveal their adornment except to
their husbands, their fathers, their husband's fathers, their sons, their
husband's sons, their brothers or their brother's sons, or their sister's
sons, or their (Muslim) women (i.e. their sisters in Islam), or the (female)
slaves whom their right hands possess, or old male servants who lack

vigor, or smafi ct:ildren who have no sense of the shame of sex. ''
(24, An-Nur: 30 ~ 31)
Allah says:
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This means : "And stay in your houses. and do not d isplay yourselves like
that of the times o f ignorance." (33, AI-Ahzal>: 33)
Allah says:
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This means : "And as for women past child~bearing who do not expect
wed-Jack, it is no sin on them if they discard their (outer) clothing in such a
v:ay as n ot to sho w their aclomment. But to reft"ain (i.e. not to discard their
outer c.fott:ing) is better for them. And AllaiJ is AI!-Hearer, Ail-Knower....
(24, An-Nur: 60)
/\llah says:
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Thfs means: "0 Prophet! Tell yoLtr wives and your daughters and the
women of the believers to draw their cloaks (veils) ali over their bodies (i.e.
screen themselves completefy except the eyes or one eye to see the way).
That will be better, that the_
v should be known (as free respectable. women)
so as not to be annoyed. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."
(33, AJ-Ahzab: 59)
' .A.':shah (rnay Ailah be pleased w1th her) narrated·
"May Allah have mercy on th.e early immigrant women . When th e part of
verse: ~:.+!~ ~ ::_y., _,~ ~~_,~.;, (meaning: " And to draw the ir v eils all over
Juyubihinna (i.e. thelr bodi0s, faces, necks, and bossms, etc). " was
revealed , they tore their thick outer garments and made veils from them. "
(Reported by Abu Dawucl )
Ur:!m Sa!0mah (may A!lah be pleast.:d witr, her) nmra ted :

" When the part of V<Jrse: ~~ 0-o ~ ,).;-'~, (meaning : to dra w tt1eir cloaks
{veils) all over their bodies (i.e. screen themselves completely}." W3S
rc~vealed, the wornen of Ansar came out as if they had crows ove r their
heads by wearing outer garmen t s." (Reported by /\.bu D:.:1vvtKll
The Prop~1 ct (peace be upon riirn) S3id :
Asma' , when a woman rea ch~s the age of menstruation, it does not su it
her that she dispiays her parts of body except th ls and ~his, and r,e pointed
to his face and hands." (Reported by .l\bu Daw ucJ)
Women s~ould not overdo their perfum e:
The Propr1et (peace be upo,l h1rn) said :
" The prayer of a woman who uses perfume for this mosque is not
accepted until she returns and takes a bath like that of sexual defilement
(perfectly). " (Reported by Abu Dawud)
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Cleanliness and the traits of instinct (See 3-1 :
Purification)
•

They are five in number:
a) Circumcision for males, while for females it is preferred but
without exaggeration, better to ask a trustworthy Muslim doctor.
b) Trimming the moustache.
c) Clipping the nails.
d) Removing the pubic hairs.
e) Plucking the hairs of the armpit. 66

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If a woman fumigates herself with perfume, she must not attend the
Evening prayer with us." (Reported by Muslim)
Men emulating women and women emulating men:
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) had cursed the males who
emulate females. He cursed the females who emulate males."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) cursed the man who puts on
the dress of a woman and the woman who puts on the dress of a man."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) cursed effeminate males
and masculine females." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
66

Cleanliness and the traits of instinct:
Good manners of cleanness: see the chosen uotations in Purification

3-1
The traits of instinct:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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Proper manners of sports
•

Islam ca1ls for teaching young people useful sports such as
swimming, horse-riding, shooting, racing, wrestling, etc.

•

Islam permitted betting on shooting, horse and camel racing but
the money is to be given to the winner only, otherwise it will be
considered gambling, which is prohibited.

•

Islam prohibits gambling, in all its forms, and games, including
lottery. 67

"There are five acts which are quite akin to the Fitrah (natural disposition):
Circumcision, shaving the pubes, trimming the nails, plucking the hair
under the armpit and clipping (or trimming till one's skin is about to
appear) the moustache." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Do the opposite of what the pagans do. Keep the beards and cut the
moustaches short." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"Allah's Messenger used to let his head in (the house) while he was in the
mosque and I would comb his hair. When in rtikaf, he used not to enter the
house except for a need." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Umm ' Atiyyah AI-Ansariyyah narrated:
"(There was) a woman (who) used to perform circumcision in Medina. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) said to her: Do not cut severely as that is
better for a woman and more desirable for a husband."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
67

Sports:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"A strong believer is better and dearer to Allah than a weak one."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"So shoot and ride, but your shooting is dearer to me than your riding."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
Allah said: "And make ready against them all you can of power., then he
(the prophet) said: Hearken! power consists in archery, power consists in
archery, power consists in archery." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Everything with which a man amuses himself is vain except three
(things): a man's training of his horse, his playing with his wife, and his
shooting with his bow and arrow." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
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The manners of sleeping
•

Sleep early after the Evening prayers, except when you are doing
something lawful like studying 0r settling quan-el~ , etc.

•

It is recommended to sleep in the state of ablution.

•

Sleep on the right side.

•

Remember and praise Allah with a certain supplication before
sleeping, if awakened during sleep, and in the morning. C>R

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Wager is allowed only in shooting arrows or racing camels, or hoof (i. e.
horse, ass, and mule)." (Reported by At·Tirmidhi)
Salamah Ibn AI-Akwa· (may Al!ah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet passed by some persons of the tribe of Aslam practicing
archery (i.e. the throwing of arrows) Allah's Messenger said: 0 offspring of
Ishmael! Practice archery (i.e. arrow throwing) aG your father was a great
archer {i.e. arrow-thrower). I am with (on the side of} the sons of so and so.
Hearing that, one of the two teams stopped throwing. Allah's Messenger
asked them: Why are you not throwing? They replied : 0 Allah's
Messenger! How shall we throw when you are with the opposite team? He
said : Throw, for I am with you ali." (Reported by A!-Bukhari)
' Ali Ibn Rukanah (may A!lah be pleased witi·l him) narrated :
"Rukanah wrestled with the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the Prophet
(peace be upon him) tt1rew h im on the ground." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
~1.1 Good manners toward sleepir29..;_
Abu Barzah (rnay /.l.llah be pleased with him) narrated :
"Tt~e Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) considered it to be a

disapproved act to sleep immediately before the Evening prayer or indulge
in conversation after it" (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The f-") rophet (peace be upon him) said:
" If you go to bed perform the ablution for prayer, and then lie down on
your right side." (Reported by AI-Bukharl and Muslim)
The Messenger of Al iah (peace be upon him) used to say this supplication when
he went to bed at night:
" With Your Na me, 0 Aliah, I expire and return to life."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
On waking up, he used to say:

Unit 4: Conduct -'~(~
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Proper manners during illness
•

Patients should be patient and trust in Allah. lt is permissible for
authentic invocations to be recited for the patient but mnulets are
69
.f'or.b"dd
1 ·en.

"All praise belongs to Allah Who has resorted us back to life after causing
us to die. Towards Him shall we return."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Upon going to bed, he would lie down on his right side and say:
"0 Allah! I have submitted myself to You. I have turned my face to You,
entrusted my affairs to You and committed my back to You out of desire
and fear of You (expecting Your reward and fearing Your punishment).
There is no resort and no deliverer from (hardships) except You. I affirm
my faith in Your Book which You have revealed and in Your Prophet whom
You have sent." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Ya'ish Ibn Tikhfah AI-Ghifari (may Allah be pleased with him) nattated:
"While I was lying in the mosque on my stomach, a man began to shake
me with his foot and then said: This is a method of lying which Allah hates.
I looked and saw that he was the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him)." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to Fatimah and ' Ali (may
Allah be pleased with both of them) when they asked him for a servant to help
them in the housework:
"Shall I teach you a thing which is better than what you have asked me?
When you go to bed, say: Allahu Akbar thirty-four times, and Subhan Allah
thirty-three times, and AI-Hamdu Lillah thirty-three times for that is better
for you both than a servant." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Whoever gets up at night and says: La llaha lila Allah Wahdahu La
Sharika Lahu, Lahu AI-Mulk, Wa Lahu AI-Hamd Wa Huwa 'Ala Kulli Shay'in
Qadir. AI-Hamdu Lillahi Wa Subhanallahi Wa La llaha lllallah Wai-Lahu
Akbar Wa La Hawla Wa La Quwwata lila Billah. (None has the right to be
worshipped but Allah . He is the Only One and has no partners . For Him is
the Kingdom and all the praises are due for Him. He is Omnipotent. All the
praises are for Allah. All the glories are for Allah. And none has the right to
be worshipped but Allah, And Allah is the Greatest and there is neither
Might nor Power except with Allah), and then says: Allahumma , lghfir Li (0
Allah! Forgive me), or invokes (Allah), he will be responded to."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet slept till midnight or nearly so and woke up rubbing his face
and recited the last ten verses from Surah Al-'lmran. The Prophet, then ,
went towards a leather skin and performed ablution in the most perfect
way and then stood for the prayer." (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
69

Proper manners toward illness:
Invocation and Rugyah (Divine speech recited as a means of incantation):
' A'ishah {may Allflh be pleased with her) narrated that whenever the Prophet
(peace be upon him) paid a visit to a patient or a patient is brought to him, he
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fslam urges the patient to take medicine and consult doctors.

•

It is recommended to isolate patients with a contagious disease

from healthy people.

would invoke Allah saying:
"0 Allah! The Rabb (the Deity Who created everything) of mankind!
Remove this disease and cure (him or her)! You are the Great Curer. There
is no cure but through You, which leaves behind no disease."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
' Uthman Ibn Abi AI-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"I complained to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) about a pain
I had in my body." The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said,
"Place your hand where you feel pain and say: Bismillah (In the Name of
Allah) three times; and then repeat seven times: I seek refuge with Allah
and with His Power from the evil that afflicts me and that which I beware
(to take place in the future) (i.e. grief and fear) ." (Reported by Muslim)
Abu Sa'id AI-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Jibril (Gabriel)
came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and said:
"0 Muhammad (peace be upon him)! Do you feel sick?" He (peace be upon
him) said: Yes. Jibril supplicated thus (i.e., he performed Ruqyah):
Bismillahi Arqika, Min Kulli Shay'in Yu'dhika, Min Sharri Kulli Nafsin Aw
'Ayni Hasidin, Allahu Yashfika, Bismillahi Arqika. [With the Name of Allah. I
recite over you (to cleanse you) from all that troubles you, and from every
harmful Nafs (a person or a soul), and from the evil of the eyes of an
envier. Allah will cure you; and with the Name of Allah, I recite over you]."
(Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There is no harm in the Ruqyah which does not smack of polytheism."
(Reported by Muslim)
'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) saying: Spells,
charms, and love-potions are polytheism." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) disliked ten things: Yellow coloring,
meaning Khaluq (a kind of perfume), dyeing grey hair, trailing the lower
garment, wearing a gold signet-ring, a woman decking herself before
people who are not within the prohibited degrees, throwing dice, using
spells except with the Mu'awwidhatayn (Surah AI-Falaq and Surah AnNas), wearing amulets, withdrawing the penis before the semen is
discharged, in the case of a woman who is a wife or not a wife (a female
slave), and having intercourse with a woman who is suckling a child; but
he did not declare this to be prohibited." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
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•

Visiting patients is a duty.

70

Proper manners concerning funerals
•

Instructing the deceased to make the Testimony of Faith, direct him
towards the Qiblah, close his eyes when he dies, and cover him.

•

Screaming and wailing are prohibited; Ratience is to be sought; and
silent weeping out of mercy is allowed. 1

70

Taking medicine:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah has sent down both the disease and the cure, and He has appointed
a cure for every disease, so treat yourselves medically, but use nothing
unlawful." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There is no disease that Allah has created, except that He also has
created its treatment." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) sent a physician to Ubayy Ibn Ka' b and
he cut his vein and then cauterized it." (Reported by Muslim)
Isolating the ill persons:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Do not put a patient with a healthy person (as a precaution)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If plague breaks out in a land, do not enter it, and if it appears in land in
which you happen to be, do not leave it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Visiting the ill person:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Visit the sick, feed the hungry, and (arrange for the) release of the
captive." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Whenever the Prophet (peace be upon him) visited an ailing person. he would
say:
"No harm, (it will be a) purification (from sins), if Allah wills."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"None of you should die but with a good thought about Allah, the Exalted
and Almighty." (Reported by Muslim)
71

Proper manners concerning funenrals:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Exhort your dying men to recite: La llaha lllallah (There is no deity except
Allah)." (Reported by Muslim)
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He whose last words are: La llaha lllallah (There is no deity except Allah)
will enter Paradise." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When you visit a sick or a dying person, you should utter good words
because the angels say 'Amen' at what you say." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) visited Abu Salamah (may Allah
be pleased with him) when his eyes were open soon after he died . He closed
them (the eyes) for him and said:
"When the soul is taken away, the sight follows it." Some members of his
family began to weep. He (peace be upon him) said: "Do not supplicate for
yourselves anything but good, for the angels say 'Amen' to what you say."
(Reported by Muslim)
Patience and calmness:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The deceased is tortured in his grave for the bewailing over him."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
''If people wail for anyone, he will be punished for it on the Day of
Resurrection." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Abu Musa (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) repudiates that woman who
wails loudly, shaves her hair, and tears (her garment in grief)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Usamah Ibn Zayd narrated that the Prophet's eyes welled up with tears (peace
be upon him) for the death of his granddaughter Umaymah (the daughter of
Zaynab). When asked : What is this, Messenger of Allah? He replied:
"This is compassion which Allah has placed in the hearts of His servants,
and God shows compassion only to those of His servants who are
compassionate." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Endurance is to be shown at the first blow (of a calamity)."
(Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"If any Muslim who suffers some calamity says what Allah has
commanded him: Truly! To Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall
return. 0 Allah, reward me for my affliction and give me something better
than it in exchange for it, Allah will give him something better than it in
exchange." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, the Exalted, says: I have no reward except Paradise for a believing
slave of Mine who shows patience and anticipates My reward when I take
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•

It is obligatory to bathe the dead (not those who die as martyTs)
before wrapping them in a clean white shroud; enshrouding in silk
is forb]dden.

•

It is a Sunnah to perform funeral prayers before the procession.
Women arc not recommendcJ to attend the funeral procession

•

Burial of the dead is a communal obligation. It is a cond ition to
deepen the grave, and it is offensive to heighten it, or construct any
building over it (mosque or whatever), or to sit on it. Exhumation is
prohibited, the corpse or its remains is only to be moved if
72
necessary.

away his favorite one from the inhabitants of the world."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
72

Bathing the dead person:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Put on white clothes because they are the best; and use them for
shrouding your dead." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)

The Prophet (peace be upon hirn) said:
"Bathe h!m (the dead pilgrim) with water mixed with the leaves of the lote
tree and shroud him in his two (pieces of) cloth (lhram), and do not cover
his head for Allah will raise him on the Day of Resurrection pronouncing
Talbiyah." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Following the funerals:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The rights of the Muslim on his brother Muslim are five: ... and following
his bier (i.e. his funeral)." (Reported by A!-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Make haste at a funeral ; if the dead person is good, it is a good state to
which you are sending him on; but if he is otherwise, it is an evil of which
you are ridding yourselves! ' (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Whosoever attends the funeral of a Muslim believing and hoping for the
reward from Allah and remains with it until the prayer is offered over it and
the burial is completed, he will return with a reward of two Qirat; each Qirat
is equivalent to mount Uhud; and whosoever offers his prayer over it and
returns before its burial, he will come back with one Qirat."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Umm 'Atiyyah (may Allah be pleased \Vith her) narrated:

~c'-
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Consoling can be given for three days, except for someone who is
absent or who lives far away. Food should be prepared for the
family of the deceased. Qur'an should be recited as a sort of
supplication for the dead, but without payment. Also charity can be
distributed after paying the debts of the deceased.

•

Mourning should not exceed three days, except for the mourning of
the Muslim wife for her husband.

"We were forbidden to follow the bier (funeral), but it was not made
absolute on us." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When you follow a bier, do not sit until it is placed on the (ground)."
(Reported by Muslim)
The graves:
Hisham Ibn 'Amir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet
(peace be upon him) said:
"Dig graves, make them wide, bury two or three in a single grave. He was
asked : Which of them should be put first? He replied: The one who knew
the Qur'an most." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The niche in the side of the grave is for us and the excavation in the
middle is for others." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
'Uthman Ibn ' Affan (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
Whenever the Prophet (peace be upon him) became free from burying the
dead, he used to stay at him (i.e. his grave) and say: "Seek forgiveness for
your brother, and beg steadfastness for him, for he will be questioned
now." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"You should neither sit on the graves nor pray with your faces directed
towards them." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"It is better that one of you sits on firebrand which will burn his clothes
and the heat marks his skin, than sitting on a grave." (Reported by Muslim)
Jabir Ibn ' Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"On the day of Uhud, we brought the martyrs to bury them (at another
place), but the crier of the Prophet (peace be upon him) came and said:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) has commanded you to bury
the martyrs at the place where they fell. So, we took them back."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
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It is recommended to visit tombs as a kind of remembrance of the
Hereafter and as a supplication for Muslims. It is offensive for

women to visit tombs often. 73

Good manners towards animals

73

•

Be kind and never be cruel to them.

•

Give them food and drink.

•

Avoid killing them except for fear of their harm.

Consolation:
Usamah Ibn Zayd (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
"While we were with the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him), one of his
daughters sent to him informing that her child was dying and she asked
him to come. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) told her
messenger to go back and tell her that what Allah had taken belonged to
Him, and to him belonged what He granted; and He has an appointed time
for everything. So you (messenger) order her to show endurance and seek
reward from Allah." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Prepare food for the family of Ja'far for there came upon them an incident
which has engaged them." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The soul of a believer is suspended (from his entry to heaven) until the
payment of his debt." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"A person said to Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him): My father died
and left behind property without making any will regarding it. Would he be
relieved of the burden of his sin if I give Sadaqah on his behalf? He (the
Prophet) said: Yes." (Reported by Muslim, An-Nasa'i, and Ahmad)
Mournig:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"It is not lawful for a woman who believes in Allah and the Last Day to
observe mourning for one who has died more than three nights, except for
four months and ten days in the case of a husband."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Visiting the graves:
'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) cursed women who visit
graves often." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"I forbade you to visit graves, now you may visit them, for in visiting them
there is admonition." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
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Make them comfortable while slaughtering.74

Good manners toward animals:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"A woman was punished because of a cat which she had jailed until it died
and hence she entered the Hell. She did not allow it to eat or drink as it
was confined, nor did she free it so that it might eat the insects of the
earth." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Who has put this bird to distress by taking its offspring? Whoever did so
should return them to it." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"For no one punishes with fire except the Lord of the fire."
{Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Horses are kept for one of three purposes: A man may keep them (for
Allah's Cause) to receive a reward in the Hereafter; another may keep them
as a means of protection; and a third may keep them to be a burden for
him. As for the man for whom the horse is a source of reward, he is the
one who ties it for Allah's Cause, and he ties it with a long rope in a
pasture or a garden, then, whatever it eats or drinks in that pasture or
garden will be added to his good deeds. And if it breaks its rope and jumps
over one or two hills, then, for all its footsteps and its manure, good deeds
will be written for him. And if it passes by a river and drinks of its water
though its owner had no intention to water it from that river, even then he
will have good deeds written for him. So that horse will be (a source of)
reward for such a man.lf a man ties a horse for earning his livelihood and
abstaining from asking others for help and he does not forget Allah's right,
i.e. pays its Zakah and gives it to be used in Allah's Cause, then that horse
will be a means of protection for him. But if a man ties it out of pride and to
show off and to excite others, then that horse will be a burden (of sins) for
him." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily Allah has prescribed kind attitude towards everything. So, when
you sacrifice (an animal), do it in a good way. If you slaughter, let it be in
the best manner. Let one of you sharpen his knife and comfort his
sacnficial animal (reduce its pain)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Anas Ibn Ma!ik (may Ailah be pieased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) prohibited shooting the
animals with arrows until they are dead."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
" Five kinds of animals are mischief~doers and can be killed even in the
Sanctuary: They are the rat, the scorpion, the kite, the crow and the rabid
dog." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Exercises
Morals
1. What is the relation between worshipping and good character?

2. Why was the Prophet (peace be upon him) an excellent model for
good character?
3. What is meant by the characters of: perfection-sincerity-honestypreference-humility-trust-forbearance-modesty-mercy-generositypatience-truthfulness-forgiveness-justice-chastity-pardon-advicefaithfulness?
4. How can one be most perfect in worship, dealings, and work?
5. What is the relation between sincerity and truthfulness?
6. With what was the Prophet (peace be upon him) described before
revelation?
7. How can one be honest in knowledge and dealings?
8. Does trust contradict pursuing all necessary mundane procedures?
9. \Vho was the most modest among mankind?
10. Does modesty contradict speaking the truth?

11. \Vhat is the condition for getting the reward stipulated for giving
charity?
12. How can one be truthful with one's self?

13. To whom should advice be directed?

14. What is meant by: ostentation - envy - mockery - vanity and
arrogance- idleness and helplessness- backbiting- obscenitytalebearing?
15. \Vhat is the difference between envy and Al-Ghibtah?

16. Why is ostentation a kind of disbelief?
17. When is showing charity better? When is it better to give secretly?

18. l\1ention some forms of vanity.
19. Which ofthe characteristics of idleness and helplessness prevail
during this era?

20. What is the name given for speaking about the defects of others in
their absence:
a- if it were true?

~~~~~~
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b- if it were wrong?
When is talebearing permitted?
21. Why is talebearing worse than backbiting? Is the witness of the
talebearer accepted?

Manners
1. How should the Muslim be with A1lah at all times?

2. What are the rulings of swearing by other than Allah, false oath, and
oath violation?
3. What is the ruling concerning a vow to Allah, and to other than
Allah?
4. What is Tajwid?
5. What are the good manners of reciting and listening to Qur'an?
6. How should the Musli1n behave towards the.Prophet (peace be upon
him)?
7. Which sciences are an individual obligation on Muslims, and which
are communal obligations?
8. What is the ruhng concerning respecting and honoring parents?
How can this be achieved?
9. What are the obligatory manners that are expected of both spouses?
What are the duties of the husband, and those of the wife?
10. How should sons and daughters be treated?

11. What is the ruling concerning linking blood relations? How can it
be achieved? How should those who fail to do that be treated? When
is it permissible to cut relations?

12. How does Islam call for feeding the poor?
13. What is the duty of society toward orphans?
14. What are the rights of neighbors?
15. What are the rights of Muslims toward their felow Muslims?

16. How should non-Muslims be treated?
17. How should Muslims behave in public places and on the roads?
18. What should Muslims do before travel? What are the manners of
returning home?
19. \,Yhat are the conditions for women traveling?
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20. What is expected of a host? What is expected of a guest?
21. How do Mus1ims celebrate their feasts?
22. What are the kinds of meat prohibited by Allah? Define them .
23. What are the conditions for lawful slaughtering?
24. What are the rulings concerning eating hunted games, and the
slaughtered animals of the People of the Book?
25. How does Allah stress the prohibition of intoxicants?
26. When is eating any prohibited food permitted?
27. Mention some of the Sunnahs in seeking food hygiene.
28. What is prohibited for Muslim males in clothing and adornments?
What is prohibited for Muslim females?
29. What are the natural traits of instinct?
30. What are the sports encouraged by Islam? Which games are
prohibited?
31. Mention some of the good manners of sleeping.
32. What are the rulings of invocation for the patient, taking medicine,
amulets, patient isolation, and visiting patients?
33 . What should be done to the deceased immediately after his demise?
34. What are the lawful and unlawful aspects concerning tombs? V/ hat
is the ruling of visiting tombs?
35. What are the good manners of consoling next of kin and those who
are mouming?
36. How should one be kind to animals?

lJNIT 5

Family
5-1 Marriage
•

Lawful marriage is a duty on all those who are capable of meeting
its responsibilities and who fear temptation. It is a Sunnah on all
who are capable but unwilling to marry.

Conditions for a valid marriage
a) A male guardian, nearest relative to the woman, after having her
permission if she is a virgin, and her counseling if she has been
marri ed before
b) Two witnesses known for their integrity and piety

c) The contract is in a traditional fom1. Commissioning to sign the
contract is permissible. Equal social standing between husband
and wife is a condition.
d) Dowry is to be given to the wife.

1

1

The legality of marriage:

All ah says:

~ ~~~ ~ L.. ji ~ ~~~ i)w:; ~~ ;.~i;. 0~ tl:):. j,.iJ ~~WI ;J.. ~ ytb

L.

i~LH

('" :~l...w,jJI)

This means: "Then marry (other) women of your choice, two or three, or
four but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly (with them),
then only one or (the captives and the slaves) that your right hands
possess." (4, An-Nisa': 3)
Allah says:

(1" Y :..J~I) (~Lal_, ~~~ ~ ~lj ~ cf-l;~l l~i_,y
This means: "And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a man who
has no wife and tile woman who has no husband) and (also marry) the
Salihun (pious, fit and capable ones) of your (male) slaves and maidservants (female slaves)." (24, An-Nur: 32)

r~
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• It is recommended not to exaggerate in the value of the dowry. lt is
allowed to be delivered at the time of making the contract, or to
defer a part of it or all to a stated term.
• If marriage is terminated before coition hy divorce, then the wife
has the right on half of the dowry, and on the death of the husband,
then the whole amount is for her and she inherits hitn. 2

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"0 young men, those among you who can support a wife should marry, for
it restrains eyes from casting (evil glances) and preserves one from
immorality." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Marry women who are loving and very prolific, for I shall outnumber the
peoples by you." (Reported by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i)
The conditions of marriage:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There is no marriage without a guardian." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"A woman without a husband has more right to her person than her
guardian, and a virgin's consent must be asked from her, and her silence
implies her consent." (Reported by An-Nasa'i)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"If he whose faith and morals please you comes to you, allow him to marry
(the woman in your charge). If you do not, there will be Fitnah (wars,
battles, polytheism, etc.) on the earth, and a great mischief and
corruption." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and AI-Hakim)
2

The dowry:

Allah says:
(t

:~L.....ill) (~ 0f~~ ~WI i;i:.,;~

This means: "And give to the women (whom you marry) their Mahr
(obligatory bridal money given by the husband to his wife at the time of
marriage) with a good heart. (4, An-Nisa': 4)
Allah says:

(" rv :o.AJI) (~;·.:..; L. ~ ~) ~ ~;·....; ~:., :;.~ wi ~ W:- ~~ w)J~
This means: "And if you divorce them before you have touched (had a
sexual relation with) them, and you have appointed unto them the Mahr
(bridal-money given by the husbands to his wife at the time of marriage),
then pay half of that (Mahr)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 237)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Go and search for something even if it were an iron ring."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Ibn ' Abbas narrated:
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• The Sunnah rituals of marriage are engagement, banquet (Walimah),
declaring marriage by melodious or permitted songs, praying for the
couple, and the two pray on their coition. 3

"When 'Ali married Fatimah, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said to him:
Give her something. He said: I have nothing with me. He said: Where is
your Hutamiyyah (coat of mail)." (Reported by An-Nasa'i and Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"The best of marriages is the easiest." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Sunnah rituals of marriage:

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Every matter of significance that does not begin with the praise of Allah,
remains defective." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Give a wedding banquet even if with one sheep."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"He who is invited to a wedding feast or like it, he should accept it."
(Reported by Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"The worst food is that served at a wedding feast, in which those excluded
who would like to come to it and to which those invited refuse to come."
(Reported by Muslim)
Abu Hurayrah narrated that:
"When the Prophet (peace be upon him) was to congratulate a man on his
marriage, he would say: May Allah bless for you, and may He bless on you,
and combine both of you in good (works)." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
3

Good manners of marriage:

The invocation of the husband on coition:

"0 Allah, I ask You for the good in her, and in the disposition You have
given her; I take refuge in You from the evil in her, and in the disposition
You have given her." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
On having sexual relationship:

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone intends to have sexual intercourse with his wife, he should say:
In the Name of Allah. 0 Allah! save us from Satan and keep the devil away
from what You have bestowed upon us. Then, if Allah has ordained a child
for them, the devil will never harm him."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"The most evil of the people to Allah on the Day of Resurrection will be the
man who has sexual intercourse with his wife and then publicizes her
secret." (Reported by Muslim)

V~
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• The wife has the: right to set conditjons for the contract that are not
against the nature of marriage, and do not prohibit something
permissible or vice: versa.
• Either of the tvv·o spouses has the choice to annul the mw-riagc or
continue in the foll ovving situations: discovering a ~c vcre defect
which was not appare11 t before matTiagc, th e husband's inability to
~

~

pay the prepaid dowry or the dutifui support of the '.'f ife, or the
4
husband's ab sence without leaving living expenses f:0r bis wife.
•

The wife's right s o ve r her husband arc to pay her the cost of food,
clothing, suit::.:h! c reSJ(lence,. Inedical treatment, and obh!:!atory
.
education, pr1)vid;; ;;chahitation for her lhat avoids her from
temptation, be nice with her and never hurt her, not to prc\'ent. her
from visiting her bl ood relatives, and be just in treating hi s w ives, if
the husband is ool vuvnc,us "
~ ·

~

L

4
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Conditions of the wife:

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"From among all the conditions which you have to fulfill , the conditions
which make it legal for you to have sexual relations (i.e. the marriage
contract) have the greatest right to be fulfilled. "
(Reported by Al-Bukhari end Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also sald:
"No woman may ask !he divorce of her fellow Muslim sister in order to
depri ve her of what beion9s to her." (Reported by AI··Bukhart and Muslim)
The choice to annul marriage~
· Umar Ibn AI-Kh attab said: "if 2 man deceived a woman (and Married her). she
must have ttle dowr·y for having sexual relations witll (this man) and the (aue)
dowry of a man is paid to iwn by the one who rlecelved !:im ."
(Reported by Malik)
5

The rights of the w ife:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"You have your rights over your wives , and they have their rights over
you." (Reported by /\t- Tirmidhi)
He (peace be upon him) e! so said:
"To provide her with food when you eat, clothe her when you dress, not to
hit her on the face, and do not revile her or separate from her except in the
house." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
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• The husband's rights over his wife are to obey him in everything
except in disobeying Allah, preserve his money and honor, and not
to leave home without his permission, and meet all his needs from
her and not to fast, in any time other than Ramadan, without his
. .
()
perm1ssJon.

Allah prohibited the marriage of certain women
• Permanent prohibition because of:
a) Lineage, such as the mother, grandmother, daughter,
granddaughter, sister and her progeny, the maternal and
paternal aunts, and niece
b) Affinity, such as the wife's mother and grandmother,
stepdaughter (after coition with her mother) and
granddaughter, stepmother, and step-grandmother

"When a man has two wives and he is inclined to one of them, he will
come on the Day of Resurrection with a side hanging down."
(Reported by Ahmad}
6

The rights of the husband :

Allah says:

This means: "But if they return to obedience, seek not against them means
(of annoyance)." (4, An-Nisa': 34)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If I were to order anyone to prostrate before another, I would order a
woman to prostrate before her husband." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"The world is but a relish and the best relish of the world is a pious
woman." (Reported by Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"When a man calls his wife to bed, but she refuses and he (the husband)
spends the night angry of her, the angels curse her until morning."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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c) Foster relations, such as women who have been fed from the
same breast with the concerned person or with any person
prohibited by lineage of her relatives.7
• Temporary prohibition is for:
a) The wife's sister and her paternal and maternal aunts until the
marriage is terminated by divorce and the post-marital waiting
period, or death.
b) The adulteress until she repents and finishes the post-marital
waiting period.

7

Permanent prohibition:

Allah says:
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This means: "Forbidden to you (for marriage) are: your mothers, your
daughters, your sisters, your father's sisters, your mother's sisters, your
brother's daughters, your sister's daughters, your foster mother who gave
you suck, your foster milk suckling sisters, your wives' mothers, your step
daughters under your guardianship, born of your wives to whom you have
gone in - but there is no sin on you if you have not gone in them (to marry
their daughters), - the wives of your sons who (spring) from your own
loins." (4, An-Nisa': 23)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"What is unlawful by reason of consanguinity is unlawful by reason of
fosterage." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Being suckled once or twice, or one suckling or two, do not make
marriage unlawful." (Reported by Muslim)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"Aflah Ibn Abi AI-Qu'ays entered upon me. I hid myself from him. He said:
You are hiding yourself from me while I am your paternal uncle. I said:
From where? He said: The wife of my brother suckled you. She said: The
woman suckled me and not the man. Thereafter, the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) entered upon me and I told him this matter. He said:
He is your paternal uncle; he may enter upon you."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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c) The polj1heist until she becomes a Muslim, while the women of
the Book (Jews and Christians) are permissible to be married
on the condition that they are chaste.
• Prohibited marriages are as follows: marriage for a stated term, that
is, temporary marriage for fun, marriage by compensation or AshShighar (the guardian allows his ward to marry someone so that he
can marry the one the latter is a guardian of), and marriage
depending on Al-Muhallal, who marries a divorced woman in order
to dismiss her later so that the first husband may marry her again, if
the main purpose is to re-marry the first husband. 8

8

Temporary prohibition:

Allah says:
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This means: 11And two sisters in wedlock at the same time, except for what
has already passed; verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Also
(forbidden are) women already married, except those (captives and slaves)
whom your right hands possess., (4, An-Nisa': 23 - 24)
Woman divorced three times:
Allah says:

..
(H'. :o.AJI) ( ;~ ~:,J ~ ~ ~ u.e
~

-

'

~

.

-·

..

__. -;

jj ~ )lj ~ w~JI

This means: "And if he has divorced her (the third time), then she is not
lawful unto him thereafter until she has married another husband.,
(2, AI-Baqarah: 230)
Women who fulfill the post-marital waiting period:
Allah says:
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This means: "And there is no sin on you if you make a hint of betrothal or
conceal it in yourself, Allah knows that you will remember them, but do not
make a promise of contract with them in secret except that you speak an
honorable saying according to the Islamic law. And do not consummate the
marriage until the term prescribed is fulfilled." (2, AI-Baqarah: 235)
The adulterer and the adulteress until they repent:
Allah says :
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Divorce
• Divorce is effective either with a clear utterance or metonymical
9
statement, whether done in passing or intentionally.

This means: "The adulterer marries not but an adulteress or a Mushrikah and
the adulteress none marries her except an adulterer or a Muskrik [and that
means that the man who agrees to marry (have a sexual relation with) a
Mushrikah (female polytheist, pagan or idolatress) or a prostitute, then surely
he is either an adulterer, or a Mushrik (polytheist, pagan or idolater, etc.) And
the woman who agrees to marry (have a sexual relation with) a Mushrik
(polytheist, pagan or idolater) or an adulterer, then she is either a prostitute or
a Mushrikah {female polytheist, pagan, or idolatress, etc.)]. Such a thing is
forbidden to the believers (of Islamic Monotheism)." (24, An-Nur: 3)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The adulterer who has been flogged shall not marry save the one like
him." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
9

Divorce:

The legality of divorce:
Allah says:
.
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This means: "The divorce is twice, after that, either you retain her on
reasonable terms or release her with kindness." {2, AI-Baqarah: 229)
Allah says:
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This means: "0 Prophet {SAW)! When you divorce women, divorce them at
their 'lddah (prescribed periods)." (65, At-Talaq: 1)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"If any woman asks her husband for divorce without some strong reason,
the odor of Paradise will be forbidden for her." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Those who have the right to divorce women:

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There is no divorce except in what you possess; there is no emancipation
except in what you possess, and there is no sale transaction till you
possess. The narrator Ibn Sabbah added: There is no fulfilling a vow till
you possess." {Reported by Abu Dawud)
An express utterance of divorce:

He (peace be upon him) also said :
"Verily, Allah forgave my people the evil promptings which arise within
their i1 earts as long as they did not speak about them or did not act upon
them .'' (;:;(eported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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his !i·om the Sunnah that the di vorce takes p1acc \vhcn the w 1fi;- has
not been touched in her period of time after sht:: was cleansed from
her last menstruation, and divorce is uttered once. Othenvise, it is a

Bid'i divorce (unlawful inll(Wation). Both are executable, revocable

divorces for the first and second time.
• The husband bJs the right to take h1s \Vi fe back (JTI the revocable
divorce dvnng 1he three months after the divorce was pronounced
(post-n1.arita l v: aiting period) . Oiherwise. divorce becomes irrevocable
and final. If lhe spouses wi~h to return, this should be through a new
cuntract and do\vry.

• The husband has no right to return to hi::>

~·if..;

iftney divorced three
times, unless she man·i es another man (1Vluh<Jllal ) after the postmarital waiting period. The latter should be a nonnai marriage, with
the real intention of rnaniagc, that is. not just to enable. her lo return
to her first husband. If the second marriage was terminated by
divorce or death, then she has the right to return to her· first
husband.

•

lt is possible that divorce be suspended on certain conditions.

• The husband has the right to maL:c his wife choose bd\veen di vorce
and continuing the marriage. Divorce is permi ssible by pmvcr of
1(1
attorney.' "

Nullifiers of divorce:

The Messenger of 1.\llah (peace be upon him 't said :
"There are three (persons} whose actions are not recorded: a sleeper tiil
he awakes ~ boy ti!! he reaches puberty, and an idiot til! he is rest ored to
reason." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
10
Innovative (Bid' I) givorce:
Allah says :
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Ti1is means: 'The divorce is twice, after that, either you retain her on
reasonable terms or release her with kindness." (2, AI-Baqarah: 229)
(" 'I " :; ji:.i\)

Mahmud Ibn Labid (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
''The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was told that a man had
divorced his wife three times simultaneously. Upon this, the Prophet
(peace be upon him) became angry and said: Is the Book of Allah mocked

~
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• The husband should give his rebellious wife good advice. If she
persists in wrong doing, he should not talk to her for three days, and
forsake her in their bed until she responds, otherwise he is allowed
to beat her lightly on any part of her body other than her face,
hoping that she will comply. If all his attempts fail, they seek an
arbitrator from her family and another from his; if they fail to
reconcile, then they resort to divorce. 11

at while I am among you?" (Reported by An-Nasa'i)
Revocable divorce:
Allah says:
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This means: "And their husbands have the better right to take them back
in that period, if they wish for reconciliation." (2, AI-Baqarah: 228)
·umar Ibn AI-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) divorced Hafsah, but he took her back
in marriage." (Reported by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah)
The divorce of choice:
Allah says:
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This means: "0 Prophet (Muhammad SAW)! Say to your wives: If you
desire the life of this world, and its glitter, Then come! I will make a
provision for you and set you free in a handsome manner {divorce). But if
you desire Allah and His Messenger, and the home of the Hereafter, then
verily, Allah has prepared for AI-Muhsinat (good-doers) amongst you an
enormous reward." (33, AI-Ahzab: 28 - 29)
11

Rebellious wives:

Allah says:
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This means: 11As to those women on whose part you see ill-conduct,
admonish them (first), (next), refuse to share their beds, (and last) beat
them (lightly, if it is useful), but if they return to obedience, seek not
against them means (of annoyance). Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most
Great. If you fear a breach between them twain (the man and his wife),
appoint (two) arbitrators, one from his family and the other from her's; if
they both wish for peace, Allah will cause their reconciliation. Indeed Allah
is Ever All-Knower, Well-Acquainted with all things." (4, An-Nisa': 34- 35)

Unit 5: Family ~~~~}¢

------------------------------------------------~

257 ~

"'4~

• If the wife intensely dislikes to continue the marriage, even if her
husband does not hurt her, she has the right to ask for divorce in
return for a sum of money that she must pay. 12
• If the husband swears that he will not sleep with his wife, so as to
rectify her, for more than four months (this is called Ila'), then she
has the right to ask for divorce or he should return to her. If he
refuses, the judge will grant her the divorce. If he returned before or
after the stated period, he has to expiate for his oath. 13
• It is prohibited for the husband to swear that his wife will be for
him as his mother's back (Azh-Zhihar). Its expiation is releasing a

12

Khur (Divorce in return of a sum of money the wife pays):
Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The wife of Thabit Ibn Qays came to the Prophet and said: 0 Allah's
Messenger! I do riot blame Thabit for defects in his character or his
religion, but I, being a Muslim, dislike to behave in un-lslamic manner (if I
remain with him). On that, Allah's Messenger said (to her): Will you give
back the garden which your husband has given you (as Mahr, dowry)? She
said: Yes. Then the Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Thabit: 0 Thabit!
Accept your garden, and divorce her once." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
13

lla' (the husband swears to forswear his wife, as to rectify her, for more
than four months):

Allah says:
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11

This means: Those who take an oath not to have sexual relation with their
wives must wait four months, then if they return (change their idea in this
period), verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. And if they decide
upon divorce, then Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 226 - 227)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If you take an oath to do a thing and then find a better alternative, you
should adopt the latter and expiate your oath."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"No harm (should be done to others) nor wrong (in retaliation)."
(Reported by Ahmad)
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slave, if not fasting two successive months, and if not feeding sixty
indigent persons. 14

14

Azh-Zhihar (the husband swears that his wife will be for him as his
mother's back):

Allah says:
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This means: "Those among you who make their wives unlawful (AzhZhihar) to them by saying to them '"You are like my mother's back... They
cannot be their mothers. None can be their mothers except those who
gave them birth. And verily, they utter an ill word and a lie. And verily,
Allah is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving. And those who make unlawful to
them (their wives) (by Azh-Zhihar) and wish to free themselves from what
they uttered, (the penalty) in that case (is) the freeing of a slave before they
touch each other. That is an admonition to you (so that you may not return
to such an ill thing). And Allah is All-Aware of what you do. And he who
finds not (the money for freeing a slave) must fast two successive months
before they both touch each other. And for him who is unable to do so, he
should feed sixty of Miskin (poor). (58, AI-Mujadalah: 2 - 4)
Jl

Salamah Ibn Sakhr AI-Bayadi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"I was a man who was more given than others to sexual intercourse with
women. When the month of Ramadan came, I feared lest I should have
intercourse with my wife, and this evil should remain with me till the
morning. So I made my wife like my mother's back to me till the end of
Ramadan. But one night when she was waiting upon me, something of her
was revealed. Suddenly I jumped upon her (i.e. had sexual intercourse with
her). When the morning came, I went to my people and informed them
about this matter. I said: Go along with me to the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him). They said: No, by Allah. So I went to the Prophet
(peace be upon him) and informed him of the matter. He said: Have you
really committed it, Salamah? I said: I committed it twice, Messenger of
Allah. I am content with the Commandment of Allah, the Exalted; so take a
decision about me according to what Allah has shown you. He said: Free a
slave. I said: By Him Who sent you with truth, I do not possess a neck
other than this: and I struck the surface of my neck. He said: Then fast two
consecutive months. I said: Whatever I suffered is due to fasting. He said:
Feed sixty poor people with a Wasq of dates. I said: By Him Who sent you
with truth, we passed the night hungry; there was no food in our house. He
said: Then go to the collector of Sadaqah of Banu Zurayq; he must give it
to you. Then feed sixty poor people with a Wasq of dates; and you and
your family eat the remaining dates." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
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• If the husband accuses his wife of adultery without having
witnesses, he has to testify four testimonies to execute the
punishment, unless she testifies four testimonies that he is a liar.
After that, they must separate permanently. This is called public
imprecation (A1-Mula'anah), that is, sworn allegation of adultery
committed by either husband or wife. 15

AI- 'lddah (woman's post-marital waiting period)
• Those women whose husbands parted from them because of divorce
or death should wait a fixed period ('Iddah) not to be married or
engaged, with the exception to the ones who were divorced before
coition.
• The post-marital waiting period of the divorced woman is three
menstrual periods, unless she is pregnant.
• The post-marital waiting period of the pregnant woman ends when
she gives birth.

15

Public imprecation (AI-Mula' anat:!l:
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This means: "And for those who accuse their wives, but have no witnesses
except themselves, let the testimony of one of them be four testimonies (i.e.
testifies four times) by Allah that he is one of those who speak the truth. And
the fifth (testimony) (should be) the invoking of the Curse of Allah on him if he
be of those who tell a lie (against her). But it shall avert the punishment (of
stoning to death) from her, if she bears witness four times by Allah, that he
(her husband) is telling a lie. And the fifth (testimony) should be that the Wrath
of Allah be upon her if he (her husband) speaks the truth." (24, An-Nur: 6 - 9)

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said when the verse about
invoking curses came down:
"Any woman who brings to her family one who does not belong to it has
nothing to do with Allah (i.e. expects no mercy from Allah), and Allah will
not bring her into His Paradise. Allah, the Exalted, will veil Himself from
any man who disowns his child when he looks at him, and disgrace him in
the presence of all creatures, first and last." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
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• The post-marital waiting period of the non-menstruating woman is
three months. 16

16

Al-' lddah (woman's post-marital waiting period):

Allah says:
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This means: And divorced women shall wait (as regards their marriage)
for three menstrual periods." (2, AI-Baqarah: 228)
Allah says:
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This means: 11Those of you who die and leave wives behind them, they (the
wives) shall wait (as regards their marriage) for four months and ten days."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 234)
Allah says:
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This means: 0 you who believe/ When you marry believing women, and
then divorce them before you have sexual intercourse with them, no 'lddah
[divorce prescribed period] have you to count in respect of them. So give
them a present, and set them free i.e. divorce, in a handsome manner."
(33, AI-Ahzab: 49)
Allah says:
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This means: "And those of your women as have passed the age of
monthly courses, for them the 'lddah (prescribed period), if you have
doubts (about their periods), is three months, and for those who have no
courses [(i.e. they are still immature) their 'lddah (prescribed period) is
three months likewise, except in case of death] And for those who are
pregnant (whether they are divorced or their husbands are dead), their
'lddah (prescribed period) is until they deliver (their burdens), and
whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make his matter
easy for him." (65, At-Talaq: 4)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
" Stay in your house till the term lapses." (Reported by An -Nasa'i)
He {peace be upon him) also said:
"It is not lawful for a man who believes in Allah and the Last Day to water
what another has sown with his water (meaning intercourse with women
who are pregnant)." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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Financial support
• The financial support of the wife is a duty on the husband throughout
the marriage and during the post-marital waiting period. The
maintenance standard is determined by the financial capability of the
husband and the wife's condition.
• The man is responsible for financially supporting his parents if they
need so, and his sons and daughters, until his sons become financially
independent and the daughters are married. 17
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This means: "Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because
Allah has made one of them to excel the other, and because they spend (to
support them) from their means." (4, An-Nisa': 34)
Allah says:
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This means: "Lodge them (the divorced women) where you dwell, according to
your means, and do not treat them in such a harmful way that they be obliged
to leave. And if they are pregnant, then spend on them till they deliver. Then if
they give suck to the children for you, give them their due payment, and let
each of you accept the advice of the other in a just way. But if you make
difficulties for one another, then some other woman may give suck for him (the
father of the child)." (65, At-Talaq: 6)
Allah says:

(" r :~IY""'il) ~t.;~~ ~~1:,.iu,JJ
This means: "And that you be dutiful to your parents." (17, Al-lsra': 23)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"And their right is that you should treat them well in the matter of food and
clothing." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
"A son says: Give me food; to whom do you leave me?"
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)

~~~...~~
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Custody
• The custody of children is a duty on parents, if not so the nearest
kin.
• The conditions for the custodians are that they be sane, mature,
Muslim, free from any contagious diseases, and able to take care of
the child.
• If the parents are divorced, the mother has the right of custody if she
is not married, otherwise custody will go to her mother.
• The custody period is until the son reaches puberty and the girl gets
married. The period of custody with the mother is seven years for
the daughter, then she moves to the custody of the father, while the
son chooses between them. If he does not make a decision, lots are
drawn.
• In all cases, the father is responsible for his children's financial
support and payment ofthe custodian. 18

5-2 Inheritance
• Inheritance for Muslim relatives is an obligation. It is prevented in
the following conditions: unbelief, when the heir kills the inherited
person, and committing the sin of adultery.
• The heirs who are bound to receive their share of the inheritance are
the husband or wife, father and mother, grandmother, grandfather
and upward, sons and daughters, grandchildren through the son,

18

Custody:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) told the woman whose husband
divorced her and took their son in his custody:
"You have more right to him as long as you do not marry."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"The maternal aunt is like mother." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
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brother and sister, nephews through the brother, paten1al uncle and
paternal cousins.
• Males take double the share of females, if they are in the same
degree of relation.
• Universal heir: is someone who inherits all the inheritance if he is
the only one to inherit, or takes what remains after the heirs
deserving obligatory shares have.taken their dues. However, it is
prohibited for him to inherit if nothing remains after the obligated
inheritors.
• Universal heirs are divided into:
a) Universal heir by oneself such as the father, grandfather, son, full
or paternal brother and the sons of any, full paternal uncle or
paternal uncle of the grandfather and the sons of any.
b) Universal heirs as related to one another that is, every female
related to a male universal heir of the same degree inherits with
him such as a daughter and SOIL
c) Universal heir with another, is that every female becomes a
universal heir with another female universal heir, like the sister
with the daughter.
• Those heirs whose shares are eliminated by others: the existence of
some heirs prevents others partially or totally from inheritance.

The obligatory shares mentioned in the Qur'an
(Surah An-Nisa')
1- One-half: for the husband if his wife has no children. A sister if she

is the only heir of her brother. A daughter if she is the only heir of
the father. A mother if she is the only heir of her son or grandson.
2- One-fourth: for the husband if his wife has children; for a wife or
wives if the inherited husband has neither sons nor grandsons.

.J~F.~~
4 J\.., Teach Yourself Islam
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3- One-eighth: for the wife or wives if the inherited husband has a son
or sons.
4- Two-thirds: for two sisters or more if they are the only heirs of their
brother. Two daughters or more if they are the only inheritors of
their father.
5- One-third: for the mother if her inherited son has neither a male nor
a female child, nor grandchild, nor two or more brothers and sisters.
The mother's brothers if they are two or more, and if the inherited
has no direct inheritor such as father, grandfather, or male and
female grandchildren.
6- One-sixth: for the mother if the inherited has children or
grandchildren, or has two or more sisters and brothers. The same for
the grandmother if the inherited has no mother with the same
conditions. The father, whether the inherited has no children or not.
The grandfather if the inherited has no father. The only brother or
only sister of the mother if the inherited has no father, grandfather
nor child. The paternal sister in the presence of one full sister if
there is no paternal brother, mother, grandfather, son, nor grandson.
• For more details, refer to the inheritance schedule, Fiqh books, and
computer programs that calculate the exact amount for each case. 19

19

Inheritance:
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This means: 11There is a share for men and a share for women from what is
left by parents and those nearest related, whether, the property be small or
large- a legal share." (4, An-Nisa': 7)
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This means: "Allah commands you as regards your children's (inheritance); to
the male, a portion equal to that of two females; if (there are) only daughters,
two or more, their share is two thirds of the inheritance; if only one, her share
is half. For parents, a sixth share of inheritance to each if the deceased left
children; if no children, and the parents are the (only) heirs, the mother has a
third; if the deceased left brothers or (sisters), the mother has a sixth. (The
distribution in all cases is) after the payment of legacies he may have
bequeathed or debts. You know not which of them, whether your parents or
your children, are nearest to you in benefit, (these fixed shares) are ordained
by Allah. And Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise. In that which your wives
leave, your share is a half if they have no child; but if they leave a child, you
get a fourth of that which they leave after payment of legacies that they may
have bequeathed or debts. In that which you leave, their (your wives) share is
a fourth if you leave no child; but if you leave a child, they get an eighth of that
which you leave after payment of legacies that you may have bequeathed or
debts. If the man or woman whose inheritance IS in question has left neither
ascendants nor descendants, but has left a brother or a sister, each one of the
two gets a sixth; but if more than two, they share in a third; after payment of
lagacies he (or she) may have bequeathed or debts, so that no loss is caused
(to anyone). This is a Commandment from Allah; and Allah is Ever
All-Knowing, Most-Forbearing." (4, An-Nisa':11- 12)
Allah says:
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This means: "They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: "Allah directs (thus)
about AI-Kalalah (those who leave neither descendants nor ascendants as
heirs). If it is a man that dies, leaving a sister, but no child, she shall have
half the inheritance. If (such a deceased was) a woman, who left no child,
her brother takes her inheritance. If there are two sisters, they shall have
two-thirds of the inheritance; if there are brothers and sisters, the male will
have twice the share of the female. (Thus) does Allah makes clear to you
(His Law) lest you go astray. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything." (4,
An-Nisa': 176)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Divide the property among those whose share have been prescribed in
the Book of Allah, and what remains from the prescribed shares goes to
the nearest male heirs." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah has appointed for everyone who has a right what is due to him, and
no bequest must be made to an heir." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said :

....~~
Teach Yourself Islam
~,~~·&~~~---------------------------
"' . ,.'2~'

Bequest
• There are two kinds of bequests: one is to bequeath to fulfill a due
right or take care of the young, and another to bequeath in order to
distribute money to individuals or institutions.
• Conditions for bequeathing are maturity and distinction, bequeathing
something permissible, and the acceptance of the person to which the
bequest is directed.
• The bequest is not allowed to an heir.
• It is possible to withdraw or modify the bequest before death.

• The bequest is executable only after paying off debts.
• The bequest can not exceed one-third of the inheritance, but if it is
not enough, the amount is divided among the bequeathed ones like
the division of debts.
• The dutiful bequest is that ordained by law, even if the deceased has
not left a bequest. It is for the grandchildren whose father died
before their grandfather and have paternal uncles who exclude them
from inheritance, so an obligatory bequest is for them equal to their
father's share which should not exceed one-third of the whole
wealth. 20

"People of two different religions would not inherit from one another."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"There is nothing for the murderer." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"The child is attributed to the one on whose bed it is born, and the
fornicator is deprived of any right." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
20

Bequest:

Allah says:
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Exercises
Marriage
1. What is the ruling concerning marriage? What are its conditions in
order to be valid?
2. What is recommended in the dowry and how is it to be given? What
is its ruling if the marriage is terminated by divorce before coition
or by the death of the husband?
3. Is it possible to make conditions in the marriage contract?
4. Mention some ofthe good manners of marriage.
5. In what cases does the wife have the choice to continue the
marriage or to ask for divorce?
6. What are the lawful rights of the wife and those of the husband?
7. Which women are prohibited to be married to a certain man:
a) permanently?

This means: ..0 you who believe! When death approaches any of you, and
you make a bequest, then take the testimony of two just men of your own
folk." {5, AI-Ma'idah: 106)
Allah says:

('' :,.~1) (~J ".JI ~ ~~ ~:., ~ cJ:"P
11

This means: (The distribution in all cases is) after the payment of legacies
he may have bequeathed or debts." (4, An-Nisa': 11)
The same meaning is repeated in the following verse, in the same Surah .
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"It is the duty of a Muslim who has something which is to be given as a
bequest not to have it for two nights without writing it down in a will."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said to Sa'd Ibn Abi Waqqas
when he asked him about the bequest:
"Give one-third and that will be sufficient. It is better to leave your heirs
rich rather than to leave them in poverty begging from people." (Reported
by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, The Most Exalted, has appointed for everyone who has a right what
is due to him, and no w ill could be made to an heir."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)

.J~,;s)~~~~.,. Teach Yourself Islam
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b) temporarily?
8. What is the ruling concerning temporary marriage?
9. How does divorce take place?
10. What is the difference between a Sunnah divorce and Bid'i divorce?
11. What is meant by irrevocable divorce? When is it lawful for the
husband to take his wife back after divorce?
12. What is meant by Al-Muhallal? What is its ruling? What is the
ruling concerning a divorce that is suspended by a condition?
13. Is it possible to give the wife the choice of getting divorce? and to
get divorced by commissioning?
14. What should be done to a rebellious wife?
15. What is the right of the wife if she hates to continue the marriage?
16. What is lla'? What is its ruling?
17. What is Azh-Zhihar? What is its ruling?
18. Explain Al-Mula'anah (public imprecation).
19. What is the post-marital waiting period for the divorced women,
widows, pregnant women, and those who no longer menstruate?
20. When does financial support become obligatory on the husband?
When is it no longer obligatory?
21. When is the financial support of parents and children obligatory?
22. What are the conditions for child custody by someone other than the
parents?
23. Who has the precedence for the custody of the child whose parents
are divorced?
24. What is the stated period for the custody of the son and the
daughter?

Inheritance
1. When is the inheritor prevented from inheriting?
2. Which of the relatives are considered as obligatory inheritors?
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3. What is meant by a universal heir? Give examples.
4. Give example of the cases where the heir inherits one half, one
fourth, one eighth, two-thirds, one-third, and one sixth.
5. For whom is a bequest possible? What are its conditions?
6. · Which should be paid first: the bequest or the debts?

Unit 6

Ecot1omy
6-1 Wealth
• Allah prohibited usury. It is the increase of wealth by two means.
The first is excessive usury, selling an item for its equivalent with
difference in value. The second is delayed usury which is of two
types, one well-known which is increasing the value of debt through
the debtor's payment to compensate for his delay in payment, the
second is selling an item for another different item on credit.
• The wisdom behind prohibition is to encourage investments, realize
profits in return for actual activities, ward off injustice, and preclude
abhorrence.
• Bank interest and saving channels which define the interest in
advance without sharing in the profits and losses are a kind of
usury.
• Insurance is possible on condition that its money will not be used in
usurious dealings.
• Currency exchange is possible as a kind of sale on condition that
exchange is hand to hand without any stated term. 1

1

Usury prohibition:
Allah says:
~

...

cS-

(

• - - C:l"f"'
-. ·..11.6J.\1 ~
r:.. rJ
( YVo :o-'&·'I)
~ (. G'l
.J" ~~.J

.. •

•

;;.

•

,

••

;; t

•

1
u'·'l ~
" iU::JlW\\·
'·ui.!lJj~
! _,.l!'.i"f-1
. .j'

.....

This means: "That is because they say: "Trading is only like Riba (usury),"
whereas Allah has permitted trading and forbidden Riba (usury)."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 275)
Allah says:
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This means: 11You who believe! Be afraid of Allah and give up what
remains (due to you) from Riba (usury) (from now onward), if you are
(really) believers." (2, AI·Baqarah: 278)
Allah says:

This means: ~~o you who believe! Eat not Riba (usury) doubled and
multiplied." (3, AI-"lmran: 130)
"Abdullah Ibn Mas"ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) cursed that who accepts
usurious interests and the one who pays it, those who record it, and stand
witness to it (are also like those who take and give interest)." (Reported by
At-Tirmidhi)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Avoid the seven deadly things. It was said: What are they, Messenger of
Allah? He replied: Associating anything with Allah, practicing sorcery,
killing one whom Allah has declared inviolable without a just cause,
devouring the property of an orphan, devouring usury, fleeing from the
battlefield, and accusing the pious women with adultery."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Gold is to be paid for with gold, raw and coined, silver with silver, raw and
coined (in equal weight), wheat with wheat in equal measure, barley with
barley in equal measure, dates with dates in equal measure, salt with salt
with equal measure; if anyone gives more or asks more, he has dealt in
usury. But, there is no harm in selling gold for silver and silver for gold (in
unequal weight), payment being made on the spot. Do not sell them if they
are to be paid for later. There is no harm in selling wheat for barley and
barley (for wheat) (in unequal measure), payment being made on the spot.
If the payment is to be made later, then do not sell them."
(Reported by An-Nasa'i and Abu Dawud)
sa·d Ibn Abi Waqqas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) forbade to sell fresh dates
for dry dates when payment is made at a later date." (Reported by Abu
Dawud}
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The selling of wheat for wheat is Riba (usury) except if it is handed from
hand to hand and equal in amount. Similarly, the selling of barley for
barley is Riba except if it is from hand to hand, and dates for dates is
usury except if it is from hand to hand." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
"Do not sell gold for gold unless equivalent in weight, and do not sell less
amount for greater amount or vice versa; and do not sell silver for silver
unless equivalent in weight, and do not selfless amount for greater
amount or vice versa and do not sell gold or silver that is not present at
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'"4-1• It is allowable to transfer the debt from one creditor to another to
whom he also owes a similar debt, and merited to the latter - if he is
capable of accepting it. 2

• Good loans are recommended for the mature person who is capable
of lending, on condition that description and value must be
detennined, and no benefit in any way will be attained, or
considered a kind of charity. Agreeing on a date for payment is
possible but it is preferable not to do this.
• Allah, the Almighty, made it obhgatory to write down the debt, or
to have it documented by two witnesses. The same applies to all
contracts and transactions that can be documented. 3

the moment of exchange for gold or silver that is present."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
2

Transferring the debt:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"A rich person's procrastination in paying back his due debts without a
legal reason is an act of oppression. And if any of you is referred to a rich
person (for settling a debt), he should agree to such substitution."
(Reported by Muslim)
Good loans:

: -':!~1) (~_;S ~~ :J'J 4J ~LQji ~ ~) ~~ ~~ 'i~l\j .).)

(''

This means: "Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan, then (Allah)
will increase it manifold to his credit (in repaying), and he will have
(besides) a good reward (i.e. Paradise)." (57, AI-Hadid: 11)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"That who brings his brother out of a discomfort, Allah will bring him out
of the discomforts on the Day of Resurrection."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
3

Debt documentation:
Allah says:
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• Deposits for safekeeping are lawful between two mature parties
with the consent of the depositary party. Its acceptance is obligatory
if the depositor is in constraint, while it is recommended in any
other case, unless the depositary is unable to preserve the deposit. In
that case, it would be offensive.
• The depositary has no right to benefit from the deposit. He is under
no obligation if the deposit was damaged without his intention or
negligence. Each party has the right to return the deposit whenever
he wants to.

,

~l.S • ~
.
.) -

·

~

~

~

t

·rJ ·~
·· ·t.:u. l.ll• ,.J"*""'
' ·rJ
I

"

'

t:. .:n:.-:<~ ~~ • ~ ·&<·.r..._ - ..:.11 ·&{ ~·.-. ,.: · ~
~ ~ ~ ""rJ.;;
, , .

•

J

_.

c.

,

,.

_.,..

(Y" '( :;;~
- '') ·.~.&
.r.._ · -• ·,~. ~rJ jjJ, fs·~-.J ;.Jn
'"-r-:""" ~'-"""' V:

' ,.

I

t

;.

r..)'A· ~ r.)G.:i• ·(..)~
•• <~ (..)• 1 ~~•
•

"

I ,.

i.JLI::,-J r:
·&~. -~
- -. ~ ~~ i_,la~ ··r
· ·• ~-W~J ~ J
!

This means: "You who believe/ When you contract a debt for a fixed
period, write it down. Let a scribe write it down in justice between you. Let
not the scribe refuse to write as Allah has taught him, so let him write. Let
him (the debtor) who incurs the liability dictate, and he must fear Allah, his
Lord, and diminish not anything of what he owes. But if the debtor is of
poor understanding, or weak, or is unable to dictate for himself, then let
his guardian dictate in justice. And get two witnesses out of your own
men. And if there are not two men (available), then a man and two women,
such as you agree for witnesses, so that if one of them (two women) errs,
the other can remind her. And the witnesses should not refuse when they
are called (for evidence). you should not become weary to write it (your
contract), whether it be small or big, for its fixed term, that is more just
with Allah; more solid as evidence, and more convenient to prevent doubts
among yourselves, save when it is a present trade which you carry out in
the spot among yourselves, then there is no sin on you if you do not write
it down. But take witnesses whenever you make a commercial contract.
Let neither scribe nor witness suffer any harm, but if you do (such harm), it
would be wickedness in you. So be afraid of Allah; and Allah teaches you.
And Allah is the All-Knower of each and everything." (2, AI-Baqarah: 282)
Allah says:

(oA =~~1) ~~~

J1 ~Lt:.~l iJJ~ wi ;.S:;.~ ~~ 0f~

This means: "Verily! Allah commands that you should render back the
trusts to those, to whom they are due." (4, An-Nisa': 58)
Allah says:
(YAY' :o.AJI)

~~t:.i ~~\ (j~l j~j,

This means: "Let the one who is entrusted discharge his trust (faithfully)."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 283)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Pay the deposit to him who deposited it with you, and do not betray him
who betrays you." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)

Unit 6: Economy ,.~,(-t¢

-----------------------------------------~~ 275 ~

~~

• Lending something for use is lawful for anything permissible, and is
to be returned on request or on the agreed date. The borrower
should secure its return. He can lend it to a third party with the
consent of the lender, but he has no right to rent it. The lender has
the right to stipulate to have a warranty in case of its loss or
damage, but if he did not stipulate that, then he is recommended to
be given compensation. 4
• Giving gifts is permissible and recommended from a mature owner
on condition of consent and acceptance. To return a gift is
prohibited. It is offensive that the gift be given to gain a greater

4

Deposits for safekeeping:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily the best of you is the best in giving back the loans."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Lending something for use:
Allah says:
(V :~WI) (~WI

(J_,;;-.;:,)

11

This means: And refuse AI-Ma'un (small kindnesses e.g. salt, sugar,
water, etc.)." (107, Al-Ma 'un: 7)
Safwan Ibn Umayyah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) borrowed coats of mail from
me on the day of (the battle of) Hunayn. I asked: Are you taking them by
force, Muhammad? He replied: No, it is a loan with a guarantee of their
return." (Reported by Ahmad)
Jabir Ibn 'Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: No owner of camels or cattle or
flock of sheep or goats who does not pay his due (would be spared
punishment) but would be made to sit on the Day of Resurrection on a soft
sandy ground and the hoofed animals would trample him with their hoofs
and gore him with their horns. And none of them on that day would be
without horns, or with broken horns. We said: Messenger of Allah, but
what is due on them? He said: Lending of the male (for use) and lending of
the bucket (used for drawing water for them) and for mating and milking
them near water and providing them as a ride for the sake of Allah."
(Reported by Muslim)
Conditions of lending something for use:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Muslims are on (i.e. stick to) their conditions." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Having warranty in case of its damage or loss:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The hand which takes is responsible till it pays." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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benefit. Justice in giving gifts is recommended, for example, if it is
for sons and daughters.
• Donations during one's life ('Umra): This is where the Muslim
owner allows his fellowman to utilize his properties, that is, house
or land, either throughout his life span and then it returns to the
owner, or to his successors after him so it becomes an irredeemable
gift.
• A donation promised by a Muslim to be given to another Muslim
after the death of the former (Ruqba): It is to be executed, yet it is
offensive.
• Establishing an endowment (Waqf): It is to devote wealth for
certain utility or interest, so it is not inherited, given as a gift, or
sold. It is a recommended kind of dealing ifthe owner ofWaqfis
sane and the endowed property is lawful and for a permissible
'i
purpose.·

5

Gift giving:
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to accept gifts and
used to give something in return." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"That who likes to be granted more provision, and his life be prolonged, let
him tie his kith and kin. (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"That who gifts somebody a thing and gets it back is like a dog which
vomits and then eats it up." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Be mindful of your obligation to Allah and do justice with respect to your
children." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) said:
"It is not lawful for a man to make a donation or give a gift and then take it
back, except a father regarding what he gives his child."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"If anyone does you a kindness, recompense him." (Reported by An-Nasa'i)
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• Lost and found: Should a Muslim find money or an article, he has
to make an announcement through appropriate means. If the owner
did not appear, the article found belongs to him, unless it is
something found in the Holy Mosque.
• Wrongly taken property: This refers to other's property that has
been seized by force. It is prohibited and the usurper should return
it together with any benefits gained from it and to remove any
additional buildings or plantations, and compensate for any
damages or defects. 6

He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Whenever one receives a favor from another person and says to him: May
Allah reward you well, he would have made full recompense in praising."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
Donation for life:
Jabir {may Allah be pleased with him) said:
"The 'Umra for which Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) gave
sanction is that a person may say: This (property) is for you and for your
descendants. And when he said: That is for you as long as you live, then it
will return to its owner (after the death of the donee)."
{Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The 'Umra belongs to whom it is given." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Whoever is gifted a life grant, then it is for him and to his posterity. It
would not return to him who gave it; for he conferred it as a gift, rules of
inheritance will apply to it." (Reported by Muslim)
Rugba (donation on death of owner):
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Do not give property to go to the survivor and do not give life-tenancy. If
anyone is given something to the survivor or given life-tenancy, it goes to
his heirs." {Reported by Ahmad, An-Nasa'i, and Abu Dawud)
Establishing an endowment:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"When a human being dies, the reward of his good deeds stops except in
three cases: a current charity, a knowledge from which people benefit, or a
pious child invoking Allah for him." (Reported by Muslim)
6

Lost and found:
Zayd Ibn Khalid AI-Juhani (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"A man came to Allah's Messenger and asked about AI-Luqatah (a fallen
thing). The Prophet said: Recognize its container and its tying material and
then make a public announcement about it for one year and if its owner
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• Suspension of children and the insane from dealings: It is lawful to
ban someone to manage his property due to prodigality, insanity, or

shows up, give it to him; otherwise use it as you like."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Lost and found in AI-Haram:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah has made this town a sanctuary. Its thorny bushes should not be
cut, its game should not be chased, and its fallen things should not be
picked up except by one who would announce it publicly."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Lost and found (as for sheep):
Yazid (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet was asked regarding the case of a lost sheep. He said: You
should take it, because it is for you, or for your brother, or for the wolf."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Lost and found (as for camels):
Zayd Ibn Khalid AI-Juhani (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet was asked: What about a lost camel? The Prophet (peace be
upon him) said: "You have nothing to do with it, as it has its feet, its water
reserve, and can reach places of water and drink, and eat trees till its
owner finds it." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Wrongly taken property:
Allah says:
(' AA :o_Hl) (~~ 1.S-ij} ~1:,:.i i_,!SG ~~)
This means: 11And eat up not one another's property unjustly (in any illegal
way e.g. stealing, robbing, deceiving, etc.)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 188)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily your blood and property are as sacred and inviolable."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"He who wrongly took a span of land would be made to wear around his
neck seven earths." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger ofAIIah (peace be upon him) said:
"Beware, if anyone wrongs a contracting man, or diminishes his right, or
forces him to work beyond his capacity, or takes from him anything
without his consent, I shall plead for h1m on the Day of Judgment."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
AI-Bara' Ibn 'Azib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) gave decision that the
owners of gardens are responsible for guarding them by day, and the
owners of the animals are responsible for guarding them by night. Any
damage done by animals during the night is a responsibility lying on their
owners."
(Reported by Ahmad)
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bankruptcy. This includes: the minor who has not yet reached
puberty, so his decisions must have the consent of his parents or
guardians until he becomes mature, the prodigal mature person, the
insane until he recovers, the patient who has a severe disabling and
chronic disease, and the bankrupt person whose debts exceed the
value of all his property. Thus, the creditors have the right to
interdict on his properties by selling them, leaving enough for his
needs of food, drink and clothing. Then the sum is divided among
the creditors, unless the debt of any of them is something concrete
in which case it can be restored.
• Suspension is fostponed in case of the insolvent bankrupt who
owns nothing.

7

Suspension of children and the insane from dealings and bankruptcy:
Allah says:
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This means: "And give not unto the foolish your property which Allah has
made a means of support for you, but feed and clothe them therewith." (4,
An-Nisa': 5)
Allah says:
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This means: "And try orphans (as regards their intelligence) until they
reach the age of marriage; if then you find sound judgement in them,
release their property to them." (4, An-Nisa': 6)
Allah says:
(Y /, • :G.AJI) (~~ )) ~~ ~~ J~ 0tS w)J)
This means: "And if the debtor is in a hard time (has no money), then grant
him time till it is easy for him to repay." {2, AI-Baqarah: 280)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There are three whose actions are not recorded: a lunatic whose mind is
deranged till he is restored to consciousness, a sleeper till he awakes, and
a boy till he reaches puberty." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"He who found his property intact with a man {who bought it but who later
on) became insolvent (or a person who became insolvent), he (the seller)
is entitled to get it more than anyone else."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said to the creditors:
"Take what you find, you will have nothing but that." (Reported by Muslim)
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6-2 Trade
• Sale is lawful in the Qur'an and Sunnah.
• The elements of a sale are:
a) The free mature seller who owns his goods and then sells them.
b) The free mature buyer
c) The permissible article which is to be sold, being known to the
buyer
d) The spoken offer and the spoken acceptance
e) Mutual agreement with satisfaction.
• It is valid to stipulate the specifications of the article, or of utilities

related to it.
• It is invalid to stipulate a condition that will affect the core of the

sale, an invalid condition such as to realize a profit from re-selling,
or combine two conditions.8

8

The legality of sale:
Allah says:

(YV o :~.AJI) ( 4)1 f'~.J ~I ~I ~~.J~
This means: "Whereas Allah has permitted trading and forbidden Riba
(usury)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 275)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"A townsman must not sell for a man from the desert."
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
"Both parties in a business transaction have a right to annul it so long as
they have not separated." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Conditioned sale:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Whoever imposes conditions which are not present in Allah's Laws, then
those conditions will be invalid, even if he imposed these conditions a
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• The annulment of sale is pennissible if both the seller and buyer
agreed. The commodity should thus be returned as it is, as well as
the price, without reduction.
• Either the seller or the buyer has the choice to continue or annul the
sale: before they depart, if they agree on a certain term for choice, if
an excessive inequity appeared from any of them, in case that the
seller has hidden a defect in the article, in case that a defect
appeared in the article which was not known during the sale, and in
case that the seller convinced the buyer with what is not found in
the article as a means to incite him to buy.9
• The Prophet (peace be upon him) prevented the following:
a) Reselling the commodity before delivery

hundred times. Allah's conditions (Laws) are the truth and are more solid."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
9

Sale annulment:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone rescinds a sale with a Muslim, Allah will cancel his slip on the
Day of Resurrection." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Deception and choice:
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Both parties in a business transaction have a right to annul it as long as
they have not separated; and as long as they tell the truth and make
everything clear they will be blessed in their transaction. If they conceal
anything and lie, the blessing on their transaction will be blotted out."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) also said:
"Muslims are on (i.e. stick to) their conditions." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
" When you enter into a transaction you should say: There should be no
deception." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"That who deceives is not of us." (Reported by Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Do not keep camels and sheep unmilked for a long time, for whoever
buys such an animal has the option to milk it and then either to keep it or
return it to the owner along with one Sa' of dates."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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b) The sale of a delivered article over another buyer
c) An-Najsh sale that is, bidding to raise the commodity price
without intending to buy but to deceive others
d) The sale of something prohibited or filthy
e) A transaction of whatever involves chance or risk, in which its
features have not been determined
f) Double sale

g) Paying nonrefundable deposits in which the seller keeps the
down payment even without sale
h) The sale of something not owned by the seller at the time of the
sale
i) Sales involving debt
j) 'Inah sale, that is, sale on credit in which the seller buys what he
has sold to a term, before its delivery, with a lower price
k) Inhabitant's sale in favor of a foreigner
I) Buying from passengers (similar to smuggling)

m) Exception sale, that is, to sell the article, excepting something
unknown. 10

10

Prohibited kinds of sale:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"He who buys foodstuff should not sell it till he is satisfied with the
measure with which he has bought it."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Do not enter into commercial transaction when others have entered into
that (transaction)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)

Unit 6: Economy -"""'(~

----------------------------------------~~ ~;J~

Ibn · Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) had prohibited deception in
transactions." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Do not practice Najsh (i.e. Do not offer a high price for a thing which you
do not want to buy, in order to deceive the people)."
(Report.:;d by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah and His Messenger made illegal the trade of alcohol, dead animals,
pigs, and idols." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) forbade the sale of fruits until
these are mellow. They (the Companions of Anas) said: What is meant by
'mellow'? He said: It implies that they became red. He (Anas) said: When
Allah hinders the growth of fruits, (then) what for the wealth of your
brother would become permissible for you?"
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Two kinds of sale are forbidden: Mulamasah and Munabadhah." (These
two kinds of sale used to be practiced in the days of Pre-Islamic period of
ignorance; Mulamasah means that two persons exchange their dresses
without looking at these clothes, being satisfied with mere touch.
Munabadhah indicates that a person says to another: Give me what you
have in return for what I have (as a form of sale). No one of them knows
the reality of what the other has). (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone makes two transactions combined in one bargain, he should
have
the
lesser
of
the
two
or
it will
involve
usury."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr Ibn AI-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) forbade the type of
transactions in which earnest money was paid." Malik said : This means, as
we think- Allah better knows- that a man buys a slave or hires an animal, and he
says: I give you a dinar on condition that I give up the transaction or hire, what I
gave you is yours. (Reported by Malik)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"If you enter into the 'lnah transaction, hold the tails of oxen, are pleased
with agriculture, and give up conducting jihad (struggle in the way of
Allah), Allah will make disgrace prevail over you, and will not withdraw it
until you return to your original religion." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) has forbidden that a person
in a city should sell for a man of the desert on commission even if he is his
real brother." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:

..
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• Buying in advance: It is permissible to sell on credit to a stated tem1
for a present price, as the buyer will receive the commodity at the
end of that term (forward buying)
•

It is permissible to sell with deferment or installments of the price
against an increase from cash price (credit sale). 11

Preemption
• Preemption is to buy one's partner share which he had sold to a third
party for the same price.
• Preemption is lawful, unless the preemptor did not attend the sale,
or had no idea about it at the time and did not ask for preemption. It
is not allowed for him to re-sell.
• There is no preemption for the movable items like clothing and
12
cattle.

"The caravans carrying merchandise should not be met on the way to
purchase from them. A man living in urban territories should not sell for a
man of living in a desert area." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet allowed the sale of the dates of the , Ariyah for ready dates
by estimating the former which should be estimated as less than five
Awsuq or five Awsuq." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Rafi' Ibn Khadij (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) forbade Muhaqalah (selling
plants in their spikes), Muzabanah (selling the (unknown) fruits of an
orchard in exchange of a known amount), and Thunayya (sale with
exception), unless it is well-defined."
(Reported by An-Nasa'i, Abu Dawud, and Ibn Majah)
11

Buying in advance:
Ibn ' Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"Allah's Messenger came to Medina and the people used to pay in advance
the price of fruits to be delivered within one or two years. (The subnarrator is in doubt whether it was one to two years or two to three years.)
The Prophet said : Whoever pays money in advance for dates (to be
delivered later) should pay it for known specified weight and measure (of
the dates to a known term.)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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6-3 Business
• Partnerships for wealth development through trade, agriculture or
industry are lawful as enacted and admitted by the Prophet (peace
be upon him) in various forms. 13
• AI-' An an (Cooperative) partnership: In which individuals have
their shares to invest money and divide profit and loss according to
the value of each share.
• AI-Abdan (Manual) partnership: Individuals participate in a
certain activity and agree on dividing the revenue between them. 14
• AI-Wujuh (Well-Known Partner) partnership: It is the
participation in trade transactions, purchase and sale, while dividing
profit and loss.

12

Preemption:
Jabir Ibn ' Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them) narrated:
"The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) decreed preemption in every
joint ownership that is not divided. It may be a dwelling or a garden. It is
not lawful for him (for the partner) to sell that until his partner gives his
consent. He (the partner) is entitled to buy it when he desires and he c.an
abandon it if he so likes. And if he (the one partner) sells it without getting
the consent of the (other partner), he has the greatest right to it."
(Reported by Muslim and An-Nasa'i)
13

The legality of partnership:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, Most High, says: I make a third with two partners as long as one of
them does not cheat the other, but when he cheats him, I depart from
them." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
14

Manual partnership:
' Abdullah Ibn Mas' ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"1, 'Ammar, and Sa'd became partners in what we would receive on the day
of Badr. sa·d then brought two prisoners, but I and 'Ammar did not bring
anything." (Reported by An-Nasa'i and Abu Dawud)
Financing a profit-sharing venture:
It was applied in the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
and he agreed upon it. (Minhaj AI-Muslim)
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~~~~~,---------------------------------------• Financing a profit-sharing venture: A Muslim gives another a
sum of money to invest in a lawful business, and they share both
profit and loss according to conditions they had stipulated.

• Comprehensive partnership: It includes the above dealings, as the
two partners authorize each other in carrying out any transactions
and they share in both profit and loss.

• Sharecropping: It is to let another cultivate his land so as to share
in a known portion of the harvest. 15

• Watering for part of the crop: It is to contract with another
concerning irrigating his crop in return for a known share of their
yield.

15

Sharecropping and watering for part of the crop:
'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"The Prophet concluded a contract with the people of Khaybar to utilize
the land on the condition that half the products of fruits or vegetation
would be their share." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Rafi. Ibn Khadij (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet said :
"It is better for one of you to lend to his brother than to take a prescribed
sum from him." (Reported by An-Nasa'i)
Job wages:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to a group of the Companions:
"How do you know that Surah AI-Fatihah is a Ruqyah? You have done the
right thing. Divide (what you have got as a wage for Ruqyah) and assign
for me a share with you." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, the Exalted, said: I will be the adversary of three persons on the
Day of Judgment. One who makes a covenant in My Name and then breaks ,
it, one who sells a free man as a slave and devours his price, and one who
hires a workman and having taken full work from him, denied him his
wages." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Abu Sa'id AI-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) prohibited (Muslims) to hire a laborer
without determining his wages." (Reported by Ahmad)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said :
"Anyone who practices medicine when he is not known as a practitioner
will be held responsible." (Reported by An-Nasa'i, Abu Dawud, and Ibn Majah)
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• Wage Jobs (like contracting): To charge someone to carry out a
certain job in rei urn for a known payment.
• Guarantee: It entails commitment as the sponsor to guarantee that
the sponsored would fulfill what is due to him.
• Guaranteeing another's appearance: It also includes the sponsor's
commitment to bring the sponsored to those in responsibility, a
judge for example.
• Providing Collateral: It is to leave a material thing with the
creditor to ensure that his debt will be fulfilled according to the
terms, otherwise, he receives the value of the unpaid debts from the
item that was mortgaged, or its price after selling it.
• Commissioning another to do something: It is valid in buying and
sale contracts as well as in personal affairs. 16

16

Guaranteeing payment and guaranteeing another's appearance:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"One who stands surety is held responsible."
(Reported by Ahmad and Ibn Majah)
Putting up collateral:
Allah says:
(Y A'r :o.AJI) (~~ (J~) ~LS iJ~ ~J ~ ~ ~ u!J)
This means: "And if you are on a journey and cannot find a scribe, then let
there be a pledge taken (mortgaging)." (2, AI-Baqarah: 283)
Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Anas went to the Prophet with barley bread having some dissolved fat on
it. The Prophet had mortgaged his armor to a Jew in Medina and took from
him some barley for his family." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"The mortgaged animal can be used for riding as long as it is fed and the
milk of the milch animal can be drunk according to what one spends on it.
The one who rides the animal or drinks its milk should provide the
expenditures." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Commissioning another to do something:
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"Allah's Messenger ordered me to guard the Zakah revenue of Ramadan."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
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• Land ownership: It is for those who develop the land. Those in
authority have the right to plot a public land into pieces for those
who can cultivate it; and leave what is considered necessary for
public interest like pastures, forests, and regions of natural
resources. These are also called protectorates.
• Cultivation of virgin land: It is to build on or cultivate a piece of land
which has no owner so it becomes his own, unless it is a public
utility. 17

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
"When you come to my agent, you should take from him fifteen Wasqs (of
dates). If he asks you for a sign, then place your hand on his collar-bone."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
17

Land ownership:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone brings barren land into cultivation, it belongs to him."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"He who wrongly took a span of land would be made to wear around his
neck seven earths." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Muslims have common share in three (things): grass, water, and fire."
(Reported by Ibn Majah and Ahmad)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Excess water must not be withheld so that the growth of herbage may be
hindered." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The excess of water should not be sold in order to enable the sale of
herbage." (Reported by Muslim)
Asma' Bint Abi Bakr (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"I used to carry the date stones on my head from the land of Az-Zubayr
which Allah's Messenger had given to him, and it was at a distance of 2-3
of a Farsakh from my house." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone reaches a water which has not been approached before by any
Muslim, it belongs to him." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"There is no (permission for) protected land except for Allah Most High
and for His Messenger." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
As-Sa' ib Ibn Juthamah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) protected Naqi' (a rich-water well)."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
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Exercises
Wealth
1. What is meant by usury? What are its two kinds? Explain.
2. What is the wisdom behind the prohibition of usury?
3. Show the similarities between usury and bank interest. Mention two
alternatives to usurious bank loans.
4. What is the ruling concerning insurance?
5. What is meant by transferring a debt to another? Is it possible?
6. How does debt documentation take place?
7. What is the ruling concerning deposits? When is it obligatory,
recommended, or offensive?
8. What are the rights and duties of the depositary?
9. What are the rights and duties of the borrower towards the lender?
10. When is giving a gift recommended and when is it offensive?
11. What is the difference between donation for life and donation with
provisions as to the death of the donor? What is the ruling of each?
12. Explain the meaning of Waqf and the conditions for its validation.
13. What should a Muslim do if he finds something without knowing its
owner?
14. What must the usurper do with what he had usurped?
15. On whom is interdiction imposed?
16. How can debts be retained from a bankrupt person?

Trade
1. What arc the essential elements of a sale?
2. What are the kinds of conditions possible in a sale? What conditions
are not possible?
3. When is it possible to agree on annulling a sale?
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4. What are the cases in which either the seller or the buyer has the
right to annul the sale?
5. Give examples of forbidden sales, and explain the meaning of each.
6. \Vhat is meant by buying in advance (forward buying)? What is its
ruling?
7. What is meant by preemption? To whom is it allowable? What are
its conditions?

Business
1. What is meant by the following: Cooperative partnership - Manual
partnership- Well-known partnership- Financing a profit-sharing
venture partnership- Comprehensive partnership- Job wages?
2. What is the difference between guaranteeing payment and
guaranteeing another's appearance?
3. What is the difference between sharecropping, and watering for part
of the crop?
4. What is the ruling concerning providing collateral, and
commissioning another to do something?
5. How can land be owned in Islam? Mention three ways.
6. What is meant by cultivation of virgin land? What is its ruling?

Unit 7

The Nation
7-1 The State
• Muslims are one nation striving for unity, cooperation and
solidarity.
• Propagation of Islam and raising its word high is the prime message
of the Islamic nation.
• Public morality, that is, enjoining right and prohibiting wrong is an
individual obligation on Muslim rulers and a communal one on the
rest of the nation.
• Changing the wrong by hand is a duty on the rulers, a duty on every
Muslim at his home and in any task he assumes. Changing evil
actions by words and the heart, is a duty on both rulers and people. 1

1

The unity of the Muslim nation:

Allah says:

· ~~
·~<~.- ut·.J o~r
o~ ·.,,
( H ·. ~ ~"il)
.. "•u.JJ
. ~.J
- .J t.l ;.s~;'.l -..
w.Ji
This means: Truly! This, your Ummah [Shari'ah or religion (Islamic
Monotheism)] is one religion, and I am your Lord, therefore worship Me
(Alone)." (21, AI-Anbiya': 92)
Allah says:
(0.,. :UJ.i.e.J.&ll) (UJW ~.J ~:, ~~~:, t.l
~~ 6!:,)
This means: 11And verily/ This your religion (of Islamic Monotheism) is one
religion, and I am your Lord, so keep your duty to Me."
(23, AI-Mu'minun: 52)
Allah says:
~ ~· -. t! '.1_. -~ -. ·- i..&.'U ,1~1 ·~ jl ·_~::.r.,_ 4lll ~I '.Sj( I ., ~... '{ t:. ..:.. ".111 1':_ ·I '
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t;.J''•
·
.l-<:Y ·, '•"•'.i:r.l.o~~ -.j~
' Ul!', '· '~t -.':'•.(\'O:fa .1~11 ·· · 0' ... ll:J. ' r.... ~· l,jr"•l
~ ~.J , ,., ~~ ~ ~
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.....- ~ .J-' u-- . ~
l..r- ,-.J
P .
1.J-!~
·· ~ .. -. ilil ;-r.. ,f ·... ~!":.'." • &..r.r. l~ :'-" • · -.· . ..... u ·.:. ·." -·· " 1..:1 -.·.::." 11 ·· · · ~~fo .J -~· r-A . J J ..>---' ~ ,-, ~. - J..J-"'"7 UJ )A .J ..r:-• t.r: ~~
('. o - '.,. :ulJA&- Ji) (~.1Y.s ~~:;-';.fJ4u'JtJ ~~ ~~4- t::. ~ u.- 1~1:,
11
This means: And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah (i.e.
this Qur'an), and be not divided among yourselves, and remember Allah's
Favor on you, for you were enemies one to another but He joined your
hearts together, so that, by His Grace, you became brethren (in Islamic
11
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The basis of all rulings in Islamic law is in the Qur'an and Sunnah, or
agreed upon by Muslim scholars. Otherwise, the nation can make laws
according to the general aims ofShari'ah and public interest as long as
they do not contradict any text or judgment of Shari'ah.2

Faith), and you were on the brink of a pit of Fire, and He saved you from it.
Thus Allah makes His Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etc.,) clear to you, that you may be guided. Let there arise out
of .r.ou a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining AlMa ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and
forbiddmg AI-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has
forbidden). And it is they who are the successful. And be not as those who
divided and differed among themselves after the clear proofs had come to
them.
It is
they for
whom
there
is
an
awful torment.
(3, AI-'lmran: 103- 105)

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Muslims ar~ equal with respect to blood. The lowest of them is entitled to
give protection on behalf of them, and the one residing far away may give
protection on behalf of them. They are like one hand over against all those
who are outside the community." (Reported by An-Nasa'i)
The role of the Muslim nation:

Allah says:
( ' ' ' •.(.)' I~
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This means: "You [true believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real followers
of Prophet Muhammad SA Wand his Sunnah (legal ways, etc.)l are the best
of peoples ever raised up for mankind; you enjoin AI-Ma'ru"t (i.e. Islamic
Monotheism and all that Islam has ordained) and forbid AI-Munkar
(polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbtdden), and you believe in
Allah." (3, AI-'lmran: 110)

Allah says:
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This means: "Thus We have made rou (true Muslims - real believers of
Islamic Monotheism, true followers of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) and his Sunnah (legal ways)) a just (and the best) nation, that you be
witnesses over mankmd and the Messenger (Muhammad (peace be upon
him)) be a witness over you." (2, AI-Baqarah: 143)

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:

"The one who sees something detestable, let him change it with his hand,
if he can not, then with his tongue and even if he is not able, then with his
heart, and that is the weakest form of faith." (Reported by Muslim)
2
The legislation of the Muslim nation:

Allah says:
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This means: "And so judge (you 0 Muhammad SAW) between them by
what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires, but beware of
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• Rulers must be from the best-qualified Muslims, and chosen by
majority consent of the Muslims and given free pledge of
allegiance.
• Shura (consultation) is a basic principle that should be sought by the
ruler in government in a way that does not contradict an express text
in Qur' an or S unnah.3

them lest they turn you (0 Muhammad SAW) far away from some of that
which Allah has sent down to you. And if they turn away, then know that
Allah's Will is to punish them for some sins of theirs. And truly, most of
men are Fasiqun (rebellious and disobedient to Allah). Do they then seek
the judgement of (the Days of) Ignorance? And who is better in judgement
than Allah for a people who have firm Faith." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 49- 50)
Allah says:
:l!- ..::.. ~ Lbl1 _11\ .'.<~ ·I -. ~ ';m · -,. ·t ~.::.- I!Gll -, ..,~I -\-I·'~ -. '".--. j]1 Jl - ~ '.11 io

t ,r.J ~i -f."ii \.:.: --;1 ~~~~·.,-:~.~t~~_,\'~
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..J. .._.
_ •w
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..J:.J.- •··r
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i.J'"• ..,.........

~
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This means: "Have you seen those (hyprocrites) who claim that they
believe in that which has been sent down to you, and that which was sent
down before you, and they wish to go for judgement (in their disputes) to
the Tag hut (false judges, etc.) while they have been ordered to reject them.
But Shaytan (Satan) wishes to lead them far astray. And when it is said to
them: "Come to what Allah has sent down and to the Messenger
(Muhammad SAW}," you (Muhammad SAW) see the hypocrites turn away
from you (Muhammad SAW) with aversion. (4, An-Nisa': 60- 61)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"I have left among you the Book of Allah and my Sunnah, and if you hold
fast to them, you would never go astray." (Reported by Al-Hakim)
3

Ruling Muslims:
'Abdur-Rahman Ibn Samurah narrated that the Prophet told him :
"Do not seek to be a ruler, because if you are given authority for it, then
you will be held responsible for it, but if you are given it without asking for
it, then you will be helped in it (by Allah)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and
Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"You will be greedy for getting a position of authority, but remember that it
will be a cause of humiliation and regret on the Day of Resurrection."
(Reported by Al-Bukhari)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"There will be three types of people whom Allah will neither speak to them
on the Day of Resurrection nor will purify them from sins, and they will
have a painful punishment: The first is a man possessed superfluous
water (more than he needs) on a way and he withholds it from the
travelers. The second is a man who gives a pledge of allegiance to an
Imam (ruler) and gives it only for worldly benefits, if the Imam gives him
what he wants, he abides by his pledge, otherwise he does not fulfill his

r~
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• Justice is the basis of governing the Muslim society. Elements of
justice are: the sovereignty of Shari' ah over everybody without
discrimination, personal punishment applied to the perpetrator only,
and no law is. executed retrogressively. 4

pledge. The third is a man who sells something to another man after the
'Asr prayer and swears by Allah (a false oath) that he has been offered so
much for it whereupon the buyer believes him and buys it although in fact,
the seller has not been off ered such a price."(Reported by AI-Bukhari and
Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Swear allegiance to me that you will not associate anything with Allah,
that you will not commit adultery, that you will not steal, that you will not
take any life which is forbidden by Allah to take but with (legal)
justification; and whoever among you fulfils it, his reward is with Allah and
he who commits any such thing and is punished for it, that will be all
atonement for it and if anyone commits anything and Allah conceals (his
faults), his matter rests with Allah; He may forgive if He likes, and He may
punish him if He likes."(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Consultation:
Allah says:
• • 11) •u.J~
d • •··· " U!-·- ~- "..- '• rA
" .JA
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This means: 11And those who answer the Call of their Lord [i.e. to believe
that He is the only One Lord {Allah), and to worship none but Him Alone],
and perform As-Salah (lqamat-as-Salah), and who (conductj their affairs by
mutual consultation, and who spend of what We have bestowed on them."
(42, Ash-Shura: 38)

Allah says:
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This means: "And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. And
had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have broken away
from about you; so pass over (their faults), and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness
for them; and consult them in the affairs. Then when you have taken a
decision, put your trust in Allah, certainly, Allah loves those who put their
trust (in Him)." (3, AI-'lmran: 159)
4

Justice:
Allah says:

(e!A :1!-l......lll) ( J~ I~ ul W"'WI ;:>.H ~ \Jjj ~~

ull ~WC..~I1JJ~ ul rsY.4 A.lil ~~ )

This means: "Verily/ Allah commands that you should render back the
trusts to those, to whom they are due; and that when you judge between
men, you judge with justice." (4, An-Nisa': 58)

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
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• Obedience to rulers and administrators is an obligation, except if
one is asked to disobey Allah and His Prophet (peace be upon him).
• The responsibility of government is great, as the ruler will be asked
about every aspect of the nation on the Day of Resurrection.~

"Verily, I am a human being, and the claimants bring to me (the dispute)
and perhaps some of them are more eloquent than others. I judge them to
be on the right, and thus decide in their favor. So that whom I, by my
judgment, (give the undue share) out of the right of a Muslim, I thus give
him a part of Fire." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"0 people, those who have gone before you were destroyed because if
anyone of high rank committed theft amongst them, they would spare him.
If anyone of low rank committed theft, they would inflict the prescribed
penalty upon him. By Allah s if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad, were
to steal, I would have her hand cut off." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Personal punishment should be applied to the perpetrator onl~:
Allah says:
(V :J4jl1) ( (.9~1 j~.J Sjjlj ~Ji 'Jj)

This means: "No bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another.
(39, Az-Zumar: 7)
Allah says:

11

(' '\ t :~Ut.J'Jl) ( ($~1 j~.J ~jjlj ~Ji 'Jj)

This means: "No bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another. n
(6, AI-An'am: 164)
Allah says:

(' 1\ :~l!) ( ~:).I '.J~.J ~'.JJIJ ~Ji '{;}
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This means: "And no bearer of burdens shall bear another's burden. (35,
Fatir: 18)
Allah says:
(fA :~1) ( (.9~1 )~ :jjlj ~Ji 'J\)1
This means: "That no burdened person (with sins) shall bear the burden
(sins) of another." (53, An-Najm: 38)
Legislation can not be applied retrogressively:
Allah says:
(' ~ :~lY-")'1) ( 'iY...j ?·•!• ~ ~~ ili L.j)
This means: "And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to
give warning)." (17, Al-lsra': 15)
5
The responsibilities of the rulers:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The Imam is like a shelter for whose safety the Muslims should fight and
where they should seek protection. If the Imam orders people with
righteousness and rules justly, then he will be rewarded for that, and if he
does the opposite, he will be responsible for that."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:

~. . F~
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• Rulers must be careful not to choose evil ministers and assistants. 6

"When a judge gives a decision, having tried his best to decide correctly
and is right, there are two rewards for him; and if he gave a judgment after
having tried his best (to reach a correct decision) but erred, there is one
reward for him." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Anyone amongst the bondsmen (of Allah) who was entrusted with the
affairs of some subjects and he died in such a state that he was dishonest
in his dealings with those over whom he ruled, Paradise would be
forbidden for him." (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"All of you are guardians and are responsible for your wards. The ruler is a
guardian of his subjects." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Obedience to the rulers and administrators:
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"It is obligatory on a Muslim that he should listen (to the ruler) and obey
whether he likes it or not except when he is ordered to do a sinful thing. In
such a case, he is not obliged to listen or to obey."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"If a slave is appointed over you and he conducts your affairs according to
the Book of Allah, you should listen to him and obey (his orders)."
(Reported by Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) said:
"Listen (attentively to) and obey whoever placed in authority over you
even if he is a negro slave whose head is like a raisin."
~Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Reckoning one's self:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"0 people, if any of you is put in an administrative post on our behalf and
conceals from us a needle or more, he is acting unfaithfully and will bring
it on the Day of Resurrection." (Reported by Muslim)
Abu Hamid As-Sa' idi narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"What about a man whom I give an assignment and he comes and says:
This is for you and this has been given to me as a gift? Why did not he
stay in his father's house or the house of his mother so that he could wait
if gifts will be bestowed to him or not? By Allah in Whose Hand is the life
of Muhammad, anyone of you shall not take anything (from the public
money) unduly but will bring it on the Day of Judgment, carrying on his
neck a camel that will be grunting, or a cow that will be bellowing, or an
ewe that will be bleating. Then he raised his hands so that we could see
the whiteness of his armpits. Then he said twice: 0 Allah! I have conveyed
(Your commandments)." (Reported by Al-Bukhari)
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• Freedom of faith is given to any person living on the Muslim land.
• Human brotherhood, equality, and interaction are fundamental in
dealing with people from all over the globe.
• International treaties are absolutely respected, unless other parties
break them first. 7

He (peace be upon him) said :
"The best fighting (jihad) in the path of Allah is (to speak) a word of justice
to an oppressive ruler." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi}
Entourages of the rulers:
Allah says:
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This means: "And eat up not one another's property unjustly (in any illegal
way e.g. stealing, robbing, deceiving, etc.), nor give bribery to the rulers
(judges before presenting your cases) that you may knowingly eat up a
part of the property of others sinfully... (2, AI-Baqarah: 188)
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah neither raised up any Prophet nor did He authorize any person with
ruling power but for whom there were two types of entourage: one enjoins
upon him to do good and incites him to carry it out, and the other enjoins
evil and goads him; and the protected (from the bad entourage) is the one
whom Allah protects." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
" The similitude of good company and that of bad company is that of the
owner of musk and of the one {iron-smith) blowing bellows. The owner of
musk would either offer you free of charge or you would buy it from him or
you would smell its pleasant odor, and as far as one who blows the
bellows is concerned, he would either burn your clothes or you shall have
to smell its repugnant smell." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Abu Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"A person praised another person in the presence of Allah 's Messenger
(peace be upon him), whereupon he said: Woe be to you. You have b roken
the neck of your friend , he said this twice. If one of you has to praise his
friend at all, he should say: I think (him to be) so and Allah is sufficient for
him, and I cannot testify his purity against Allah but (he appears) to be so
and so." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
7

Freedom of faith :
Allah says:
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This means: "And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have
believed, all of them together. So, will you (0 Muhammad SAW) then
compel mankind, until they' become believers." (10, Yunus: 99)
Al!ah says:
(""' :~.J¥1) (W:~'

<) ol.)! 'i)

This means: "There is no compulsion in religion." (2, Al-Baqarah: 256)
Human brotherhood:
Allah says:
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This means: 110 mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a
single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa
(Eve)], and from them both He created many men and women; and fear
Allah through Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the
relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over
you." (4, An-Nisa': 1)
Allah says:
(' r :~1~1) ( l.,ij~ ~t:;a!j ~_,;..:.:. ~~j ui-1:J _;Sj r:_Y. ~wm, d! U.,~1 ~I 4~
This means: "0 mankind! We have created you from a male and a female,
and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know one another."
(49, AI-Hujurat: 13)
International treaties:
Allah says:
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This means: "And fulfill the Covenant of Allah (Bay'ah: pledge for Islam)
when you have covenanted, and break not the oaths after you have
confirmed them, and indeed you have appointed Allah your surety. Verily!
Allah knows what you do. And be not like her who undoes the thread
which she has spun after it has become strong, by taking your oaths a
means of deception among yourselves, lest a nation may be more
numerous than another nation. Allah only tests you by this [i.e who obeys
Allah and fulfills Allah's Covenant and who disobeys Allah and breaks
Allah's Covenant]. And on the Day of Resurrection, He will certainly make
clear to you that wherein you used to differ [i.e. a believer confesses and
believes in the Oneness of Allah and in the Prophethood of Prophet
Muhammad SAW which the disbeliever denies it and that was their
difference amongst them in the life of this world]. 11 (16, An-Nahl: 91 - 92)
Allah says:
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This means: "It is only as regards those who fought against you on
account of religion, and have driven you out of your homes, and helped to
drive you out, that Allah forbids you to befriend them. And whosoever will
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• It is unlawful to ally with or take as friends any of those who wage
wars or hostilities towards Islam and Muslims, those who drive
Muslims out of their homes and territories, or those who support or
endorse such hostilities or actions

7-2 Penalties
• A penalty is the prevention from doing what Allah prohibits through a
deterring punishment, which applies to evel)' sane mature Muslim able
to choose and who perpetrated a sin for which Islam set a punishment.
• The punishment for partaking of any alcoholic or mind altering
substance, after one's confession or the testimony of two upright
witnesses, is to be scourged with eighty stripes.8

• The punishment of false accusation of unchastity is to be scourged
with eighty lashes. It is that one accuses another of perpetrating an

befriend them, then such are the Zhahlimun (wrong-doers those who
disobey Allah)." (60, AI-Mumtahinah: 9)
8

Alcoholic drinking:
(See the verses and Hadiths of prohibition mentioned in 'Manners of consuming
food and beverages.)
Abu Hurayrah (may Aiiah be pleased with him) narrated:
"A man who had drunk wine was brought before the Prophet (peace be
upon him) when he was in Hunayn. He threw some dust on his face. He
then ordered his Companions and they beat him with their sandals and
whatever they had in their hands." (Reported by Al-Bukhari)
False accusation of unchastity:
Allah says:
<~~~ o..l~ ;...+1 ~~ ·rJ oi.4 ~-w ~.;~l! ~ ~~ ~-~.:a"!, jJy ~ ~ ~~; -.t:J' ·J, -u.;.,.:iJ O::Jijj.
( t : .;_,;.11)
11

This means: And those who accuse chaste women, and produce not four
witnesses, flog them with eighty stripes, and reject their testimony
forever." (24, An-Nur: 4)
'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"When my vindication came down, the Prophet (peace be upon him)
mounted the pulpit and mentioned that, and recited the Qur'an. Then,
when he came down from the pulpit, he ordered regarding the two men
and the woman, and they were given the prescribed punishment."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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'~~#~~~------------------------------obscene act without having witnesses. This is a great vice that
decreases the moral integrity of the accuser.
• The punishment of fornication for the unmarried: hundred lashes
accompanied with/without leaving his country for a year. As for the
married: it is to be stoned to death. To execute the punishment,
adultery must be positively proved by the testimony of four
eyewitnesses who must be sure that they fully saw the crime. Thus,
it is a punishment that suits the act of publicizing obscenity.
• The punishment of sodomy is death for both the married and the
unmarried alike. 9

9

Adultery:
Allah says:
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This means: "And come not near to the unlawful sexual intercourse. Verily,
it is a Fahishah [i.e. anything that transgresses its limits (a great sin)], and
an evil way (that leads one to Hell unless Allah forgives him)."
(17, Al-lsra': 32)
Allah says:
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This means: "The woman and the man guilty of illegal sexual intercourse,
flog each of them with a hundred stripes. Let not pity withhold you in their
case, in a punishment prescribed by Allah, if you believe in Allah and tiJe
Last Day. And let a party of the believers witness their punishment. (This
punishment is for unmarried persons guilty of the above crime but if
married persons commit it, the punishment is to stone them to death,
according to Allah's Law)." (24, An-Nur: 2)
Allah says:
·· •· ~.····'I . _; '·.&. .i: ..:.\.! 1J-.r:1...t.2 IJ.•u r-·
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This means: "And those of your women who commit illegal sexual
intercourse, take the evidence of four witnesses from amongst you against
them; and if they testify, confine them (i.e. women) to houses until death
comes to them or Allah ordains for them some (other) way."
(4, An-Nisa': 15)

·

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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• The punishment of theft which takes place during inattention of the
victim is cutting the hand. The crime is proved either by confession
or by the testimony of two just witnesses. The value of the stolen
item must be more than a quarter of a dinar (a dinar = 4.25 gm of

"An adulterer, at the time he is committing illegal sexual intercourse is not
a believer." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"I said: 0 Allah's Messenger! Which sin is the greatest? He said: To set up
a rival unto Allah, though He Alone created you. I said: What next? He
said: To kill your son lest he should share your food with you. I further
asked: What next? He said: To commit illegal sexual intercourse with the
wife of your neighbor." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Zayd Ibn Khalid AI-Jihani (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"I heard the Prophet (peace be upon him) ordering that an unmarried
person guilty of illegal sexual intercourse be flogged one-hundred stripes
and be exiled for one year." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
Buraydah Ibn AI-Hasib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"We, the Companions of the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him), used to
talk mutually: Would that AI-Ghamidiyyah and Ma'iz Ibn Malik had
withdrawn after their confession; or he said: Had they not withdrawn after
their confession, he would not have pursued them (for punishment). He
had them stoned after the fourth (confession)." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"A man and a woman of the Jews committed fornication . Some of them
said to the others: Let us go to this Prophet, for he has been sent with an
easy law. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: So I decide in accordance
with what the Torah says. He then commanded regarding them and they
were stoned to death." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim}
Adultery should be positively proved:
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him} narrated :
" A man of the tribe of Aslam came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and
testified four times against himself that he had had illicit intercourse with a
woman, while all the time the Prophet (peace be upon him) was turning
away from him. Then when he confessed a fifth time, he turned round and
asked: Did you have intercourse with her? He replied: Yes. He asked: Have
you done it so that your sexual organ penetrated hers? He replied: Yes. He
asked: Have you done it like a collyrium stick when enclosed in its case
and like a rope in a well? He replied: Yes." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"If I were to stone one without evidence, I would have definitely stoned her
(the wife of 'Uwaymir AI-' Ajlani)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Sodomy:
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If you find anyone doing as Lot's people did, kill the one who does it, and
the one to whom it is done." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud)

...,.~,;~ 41,
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gold), and the stolen item should not be something unlawful. To
apply this punishment, there should not be general poverty or
famine, the country should be applying social solidarity and Zakah
as ordained by Islam.
• The punishment of highway robbery is either death, crucifixion,
cutting a leg and a hand alternately (one left and other right or vice
.• 10
versa) , or exile.

10

Theft:
Allah says:
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This means: "Cut off (from the wrist joint) the (right) hand of the thief, male
or female, as a recompense for that wh1ch they committed, a punishment
by way of example from Allah. And Allah is All-Powerful, All-Wise.,
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 38)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah curses a man who steals an egg and gets his hand cut off."
(Reported by AI-Bukharl and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"When somebody steals, then he is not a believer at the time he is
stealing." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad, were to steal, I would
have her hand cut off." {Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"The hand of a thief should not be cut off but for a quarter of a dinar and
upwards." (Reported by Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Cutting off hand is not to be inflicted on one who plunders, but he who
plunders conspicuously does not belong to us."
(Reported by Abu Dawud and Ahmad)
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said :
"If anyone's intercession intervenes as an obstacle to one of the
punishments prescribed by Allah, he has opposed Allah." (Reported by Abu
Dawud)
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said to Usamah (may Allah be
pleased with him):
"Do you intercede in a penalty ordained by Allah?"
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
Highway robbery under duress:
Allah says:
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• The penalty for deliberate murder is retaliation 11 by killing the
perpetrator. The family of the victim has the choice of either

This means: "The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and
His Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they shall be killed
or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off on the opposite sides,
or be exiled from the land. That is their disgrace in this world, and a great
torment is theirs in the Hereafter. Except for those who (having fled away
and then) came back (as Muslims) with repentance before they fall into
your power; in that case, know that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 33- 34)
Allah says:
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This means: "And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to
fighting, then make peace between them both, but if one of them rebels
against the other, then fight you (all) against the one that which rebels till it
complies with the Command of Allah; then if it complies, then make
reconciliation between them justly, and be equitable. Verily! Allah loves
those who are equitable." (49, AI-Hujurat: 9)
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Deliberate murder:
Allah says:
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This means: And there is (a saving of) life for you in AI-Qisas (the Law of
Equality in punishment), 0 men of understanding." (2, AI-Baqarah: 179)
Allah says:
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This means: "And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is
Hell to abide therein, and the Wrath and the Curse of Allah are upon him,
and a great punishment is prepared for him." (4, An-Nisa': 93)
Allah says:
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This means: ~~aut if the killer is forgiven by the brother (or the relatives,
etc.) of the killed against blood-money, then adhering to it with fairness
and payment of the blood money, to the heir should be made in fairness."
(2, AI-Baqarah: 178)
Allah says:
(t. :(.S.;.;JJ\) (~ ~ o~U ~1:., ~ ~)
This means: "But whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is
due from Allah." (42, Ash-Shura: 40)
Allah says:
(t" :o~t.-.~1) (~ ~' 61 ~ ~ ti':'!<:_,)
This means: "And We ordained therein for them: "Life for life.""
(5, AI-Ma'idah: 45)
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retaliation, receiving blood money, or forgiveness. In the time of the
Prophet (peace be upon him), blood money was equal to a thousand
Mithqal of gold (a Mithqal of gold is about 5 grams), twelve thousand
dirham of silver (a dirham of silver is ~ 3.5 gm), a hundred camels,
two hundred cows, or two thousand of sheep. 12

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"The first (thing) that will be decided among people on the Day of
Judgment will pertain to bloodshed." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
"A believer continues to stick to his faith as long as he does not shed
blood unlawfully." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"And if somebody is killed, his closest relative has ·the right to choose one
of two things, i.e., either the blood money or retaliation by having the killer
killed." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"Allah augments the honor of that who forgives." (Reported by Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"A believer will not be killed for an infidel." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"A father shall not be killed for his son." (Reported by Ahmad)
Murder by mistake in a deliberate injury:
Allah says:
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This means: "And whosoever kills a believer by mistake, (it is ordained
that) he must set free a believing slave and a compensation (blood money,
i.e Diyah) be 9iven to the deceased's family, unless they remit it."
(4, An-Nisa': 92)
12

Indemnity:
' Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"A man of Banu 'Adi was killed. The Prophet (peace be upon him) fixed his
blood money at the rate of twelve thousand (dirhams)."
(Reported by An-Nasa'i and Abu Dawud)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The blood money for accidental killing should be twenty she-camels
which had entered their fourth year, twenty she-camels which had entered
their fifth year, twenty she-camels which had entered their second year,
twenty she-camels which had entered their third year, and twenty male
camels which had entered their second year." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
"Blood money for every wound which lays bare a bone is five camels."
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
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• The penalty for murder by mistake is blood money and expiation
which is either to release a slave (in the old days), or fasting for two
consecutive months. The blood money is not given to the famil y of
the victim if they are enemies of Islam, and in the case of war.
• The penalty for manslaughter in a deliberate injury such as the
attack that leads to death without premeditation is blood money
exacted in hard conditions plus expiation.
e

The penalty for fe]ony of the limbs is retaliation if it is deliberate or
blood money according to the victim's choice. Every organ has its
estimated blood money.

o

For every deliberate wound on any part of the body, there is blood
money to be given to the victim. 13

7-l Jihad
• Jihad is commanded in Islam for two reasons:
a) The propagation of Islam throughout the world, to face the
oppressive and tyrannical powers that prevent people by force
from knowing Islam, and the free conviction of its message
and prohibit them from implementing the j ust!ce of Islam.

He (peace be upon him) also said :
"The blood money for unintentional murder which appears intentional,
such as is done with a whip and a stick, is one hundred camels, forty of
which are pregnant." (Reported by An-Nasa'i)
He (peace be upon him) a!so said:
"Ten camels were to be paid for every finger, and five camels for every
tooth. The fingers are equal and the teeth are equal." (Reported by Ahmad)
13

Wounds:
Allah says:

(to :~.liWI) ( ~~ (J~Ij ~ d-Jij (Jj~l: ",:.Jj~r_J ~"JL: u.:'Jij ~ ~lj)1
This means: "Eye for eye, nose for nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth, and
wounds equal for equal." (5, AI-Ma'idah: 45)
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b) The protection of the Islamic society from aggressors, security
threats, and any entity that fights against its faith.
• Jihad is the highest rank in Islam.
•

Fighting against unbelievers and non-Muslims who fight Islam is a
communal obligation on all Muslims. However, if the enemy enters the
country, Jihad becomes an individual obligation on every Muslim and
those recruited for this purpose. 14

14

The legality and merit of Jihad:
Allah says:
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This means: "And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief and
polytheism: i.e. worshipping others besides Allah) and the religion
(worship) will all be for Allah Alone [in the whole of the world]. But if they
cease (worshipping others besides Allah), then certainly, Allah is All-Seer
of what they do." (8, AI-Anfal: 39)
Allah says:
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This means: "Verily, Allah loves those who fight in His Cause in rows
(ranks) as if they were a solid structure." (61, As-Saf: 4)
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This means: "Permission to fight is given to those (i.e. believers against
disbelievers), who are fighting them, (and) because they (believers) have
been wronged, and surely, Allah is Able to give them (believers) victory.
Those who have been expelled from their homes unjustly only because
they said: "Our Lord is Allah.,. - For had it not been that Allah checks one
set of people by means of another, monasteries, churches, synagogues,
and mosques, wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much would surely
have been pulled down. Verily, Allah will help those who help His (Cause).
Truly, Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty." (22, AI-Hajj: 39 - 40)
Allah says :
(T' ~ :~_,:.ll) {~\.!; ~_,b~ W ~\.!; ~_;;.:Jl \~lJj'IThiS means: "And fight against the Mushrikun (polytheists, pagans,
idolaters, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah) collectively, as they fight
against you collectively." (9, At-Tawbah: 36)
Allah says:
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This means: "Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and
their properties; for the price that theirs shall be the Paradise. They fight in
Allah's Cause, so they kill (others) and are killed. It is a promise in truth
which is binding on Him in the Tawrah (Torah) and the lnjeel (Gospel) and
the Qur'an. And who is truer to his covenant than Allah? Then rejoice in
the bargain which you have concluded. That is the supreme success." (9,
At-Tawbah: 111)
Allah says:
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This means: "0 You who believe! Shall I guide you to a commerce that will
save you from a painful torment. That you believe in Allah and His
Messenger (Muhammad SAW), and that you strive hard and fight in the
Cause of Allah with your wealth and your lives, that will be better for you, if
you but know! (If you do so) He will forgive you your sins, and admit you
into Gardens under which rivers flow, and pleasant dwelling in Gardens of
'Adn - Eternity ['Adn (Edn) Paradise}, that is indeed the great success."
(61, As-Saf: 10-12)
Al!ah says:
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This means: "Think not of those who are killed in the Way of Allah as dead.
Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they have provision. They rejoice
in what Allah has bestowed upon them of His Bounty."
(3, AI- 'lmran: 169- 170)

c.r

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
"The example of a Mujahid in Allah's Cause - and Allah knows better who
really strives in His Cause - is like a person who fasts and prays
continuously. Allah guarantees that He will admit the Mujahid in His Cause
into Paradise if he is killed, otherwise He will return him to his home safely
with rewards and war booty." (Reported by AI-Bukhari}
Allah 's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"If one is wounded in Allah 's path, he will come on the Day of Resurrection
with his wound spouting blood having the color similar to blood but the
fragrance like that of Musk." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him} also said:
"If one dies without fighting in the cause of Allah or without believing it to
be his duty, he will die with one characteristic of hypocrisy in him."
(Reported by Muslim}
He (peace be upon him) also said :
"By Him in whose Hand is Muhammad's life, if it were not to be too hard
upon the Muslims, I would not lag behind any expedition which is going to
fight in the cause of Allah , but I have neither abundant means to provide
them with conveyance (horses), nor all other Muslims have, and it will be
hard on them to remain behind when I go forth (for the Jihad). By whom in
whose Hand is Muhammad's life, I like to fight in the way of Allah and get
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• Ar-Ribat is to be in guard and defend in a frontier ten·itory, points
of danger, and watch out to know the plans of the enemy. This is
also a communal obligation and one of the most gracious deeds. 15

martyred, then (brought to life) to fight again and get martyred and then
(brought to life) to fight again and get martyred." (Reported by Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"No servant of Allah whose feet become dusty in the cause of Allah will
touch the fire (of Hell)." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
"No one who wishes to return to this world after entering Paradise even if
he should be given all what the world contains, except a martyr who
yearns to return to the world and be killed ten times on account of the
dignity that he experiences by virtue of his martyrdom."
(Reported by AI-B ukhari and Muslim)
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"A man said: 0 Messenger of Allah, guide me to a deed that is equal to
Jihad? He said: I do not find an act which is equal to it in reward. He then
said: Can you continue prayer and fasting unceasingly as long as the
Muj-ahid is fighting in the cause of Allah? He replied: Who can do this?"
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
.A.bu Sa· id AI-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:
"Someone asked the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him): Who is the
best man? He answered: A believer who strives in the cause of Allah with
his life and property. The man asked: Who is the next after him? He said:
That who retires into a narrow valley, fears Allah, and safeguards people
from his mischief." (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
15

Ar-Ribat:
Allah says:

(.,. ..
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This means: "0 you who believe! Endure and be more patient (than your
enemy), and guard your territory by stationing army units permanently at
the places from where the enemy can attack you, and fear Allah, so that
you may be successful." (3, AI~ 'lmran: 200)
The Messenger of All ah (peace be upon. him) said:
"Guarding the frontier for a day is better than the world and all that is in
it." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
"The (good) deeds of any dead person stop increasing except that of the
one who keeps on safeguarding frontiers in the way of Allah because his
deeds will go on increasing until the Day of Resurrection, and he will be
safe from the trials of the grave." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
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• To prepare a military force both technically and financially is a
communal obligation and a necessity that precedes Jihad.
• Conditions for Jihad are: sincere intention, Muslim leadership,
obedience to the leadership, and the parents' approval to participate.
• The \Varrior should adhere to firmness, steadfastness and patience. 1(1

"Two eyes will never be touched by the fire of Hell: an eye which weeps
out of fear of Allah and an eye which spends the night guarding for the
sake of Allah." (Reported by At-Tirmidhi)
It w3s narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) commanded a man to
guard the Muslim camp in the Conquest of Hunayn at night. ln the morning, the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) asked him:
"Did you dismount during the night? The man replied: No, except to pray
or to relieve myself. The Messenger cf Allah (peace be upon him) said: You
have ensured your entry to (Paradise). No blame will be attached to you
supposing you do not work after it." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
15

The preparation of military force:
Allah says:
(i • :uttL'JI) :{~:SJi=.J ~~ 'J~ ~ ",j~'j J:3j1 b~~ 0:-J ~:,!~~\G. MJ l;Jc1JJ'
This means: "And make ready against them all you can of power, including
steeds of war (tanks, planes, missiles, artillery, etc.) to threaten the enemy
of Allah and your enemy. " (8, A/-Anfal: 60)
·uqbah Ibn 'Amir AI-Juhani (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that he
heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) saying on the puipit:
Allah says :
('"~ • :J\..L'il) ~~J; &. ~~C..~ IJ~IJ_;,;
This means: "And make ready against them all you can of power."
(8, AI-Anfa!: 60)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
"Beware, strength consists in archery. Beware, strength consists in
archery. Beware, strength consists in archery." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, Most High, will cause three persons to enter Paradise for one
arrow: the maker when he has a good motive in making it, the one who
shoots it, and the one who hands it; so shoot and ride, but your shooting
is dearer to me than your riding. Everything with which a man amuses
himself is vain except three (things): a man's training of his horse, his
playing with his wife, and his shooting with his bow and arrow. If anyone
abandons archery after becoming an adept through distaste for it, it is a
blessing he has abandoned; or he said: for which he has been ungrateful."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
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• The good manners of .Jihad arc as follows:
a) Good battle tactics
b) Keeping secrets
c) Calling the unbelievers to Islam or to surrender, bcf()re attacking them
d) Not to kill women, children, the aged, and monks as long as they
arc not participating in th e fight
e ) Not to set fire to the e nemy or disfigure bodi es of the killed

0 Provid ing

protection for those who ask for it

g) Re membrance of Allah and supplication

17

Conditions for Jihad:
The Messenger of /\llal1 (peace be upon him) was asked about one who fight s
for displaying valor, one who fights (out of fanaticism) to protect his people, one
who fights out of boldness, and one who fights to show off, which is regarded in
Allah 's cause? He said :
"That who fights so that Allah's Word is the superior (strives in the cause
of Allah) is in Allah's cause." (Reported by AI-Bukh ari and Muslim)
'Abdullah Ibn ' Amr Ibn AI-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
"A man came to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and said: I
pledge allegiance for m igration and Jihad seeking Allah 's reward . He said :
Is one from your parents alive? He said: Yes, both of them are alive. He
asked: Do you seek reward from Allah? He said: Yes. The Messenger of
Al!ah (peace be upon him) said: Go back to your parents and treat them
kindly. (Reported by Muslim)
The Messenger of Allall (peace be upon him) said:
"If a person notices in his ruler what he dislikes, he should endure it
because that who departs from (i.e. be disobedient to) the Sultan a hand's
breadth dies like those who had died in the pre-Islamic times. "
(Reported by AI -Bukhari and Muslim)
17

Good manners of Jihad:
Allah says:
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This means: "0 you who believe! When you meet those who disbelieve, in
a battle-field, never turn your backs to them. And whoever turns his back
to them on such a day - unless it be a stratagem of war, or to retreat to a
troop (of his own), - he indeed has drawn upon himself wrath from Allah.
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And his abode is
(8, AI-Anfal: 15- 16)

Hell,

and worst indeed is

that destination!"

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"When you meet your enemies who are polytheists, invite them to three
courses of action. If they respond to any one of these, you also accept it
and withhold yourself from doing them any harm. Invite them to (accept)
Islam; if they respond to you, accept it from them and desist from fighting
against them. If they refuse to accept Islam, demand from them the Jizyah.
If they agree to pay, accept it from them and hold off your hands. If they
refuse to pay the tax, seek Allah's help and fight them."
(Reported by Abu Dawud and Muslim)
The Propl1et (peace be upon him) also said :
"Go in Allah's Name, trusting in Allah, and adhering to the religion of
Allah's Messenger. Do not kill a decrepit old man, or a young infant, or a
child, or a woman; do not be dishonest about booty, but collect your
spoils, do right and act well , for Allah loves those who do well."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
"Never betray." (Reported by Muslim)
Th e Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"When Allah will gather together, on the Day of Judgment, all the earlier
and later generations of mankind, a flag will be raised (to mark off) every
person guilty of betrayal, and it will be announced that this is the perfidy of
so and so, son of so and so (to attract the attention of people to his guilt)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
He (peace be upon him) also said:
" If you find so-and-so, kill him, and do not burn him, for no one punishes
with fire except the Lord of the fire." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
Samurah Ibn Jundub (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated :
" The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) used to exhort us to give
charity
(Sadaqah)
and
forbid
us
to
mutilate
(a
slain)."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
" The most merciful of the people with respect to killing are believers (in
Allah)." (Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
" Supplications at two times are never turned down or (are seldom turned
down): a supplication made while the Adhan is being proclaimed and one
during the battle when the fighting is at its utmost."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
" 0 Allah. Revealer of the Book, Disperser of the clouds, Defeater of the
hordes, put our enemy to rout and help us against them."
(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim)
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• The spoils of the battle: One fifth is for the ruler to spend it in
lawful channels and the rest as bonuses for the warriors.
• Booty can he gained without fighting that is, the wealth of the
unbelievers that is left over after Lheir escape are to be spent by the
ruler like the fifth ofthe spoils. 18
• Poll taxes (Jizyah) are taken from the inhabitants of the conquered
countries, except wo men, children, the poor and those who are
unable to ean1 money. In retum, they are protected and arc
exempted from paying Zakah, which is obligatory for 1\1uslims.
• If necessary, or to realize an Islamic interest, it is Rossible to make a
reconcili ation with the enemy but not to be allies. 9

18

Booties gained without fighting:
Allah says:
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This means: " And know that whatever of war-booty that you may gain,
verily one-fifth (1/5th) of it is assigned to Allah, and to the Messenger, and
to the near relatives [of the Messenger (Muhammad SAW)], (and also) the
orphans, AI-Masakin {the poor) and the wayfarer, if you have believed in
.Allah and in that which We sent down to Our slave (Muhammad SAW) on
the Day of criterion (between right and wrong)." (8, AI-Anfal: 41)
Allah says:
'J J; J?.li ~IJ ~~~-_, ~~\j ~:)).1 LS c~J J_;..~:_, ~ .s:)ll ~~ ~ A,J;,.."_; ...~ A.iJI ~lj\ t:.a)
(V : ~1) ·~ ~ ~~'J\ r:..).H ~Jj (jfo.
This means: "ltVhat Allah gave as booty (Fai7 to His Messenger
(Muhammad SAW) from the people of the townships, ~ it is for Allah, His
Messenger (Muhammad SAW), the kindred (of Messenger Muhammad
SAW), the orphans, AI-Masakin (the poor). and the wayfarer, in order that it
may not become a fortune used by the rich among you." (59, AI-Hashr: 7)
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Poll taxes (Jizyah):
Allah says:
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This means: "Fight against those who (1) believe not in Allah, (2) nor in the
Last Day, (3) nor forbid that which has been forbidden by Allah and His
Messenger (4) and those who acknowledge not the religion of truth (i.e.
Islam) among the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), until they
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Exercises
The State
1. What is the prime message assigned to the Islamic nation?
2. What is the ruling concerning enjoining right and prohibiting wrong
for both rulers and the ruled?
3. Explain the difference between the way of changing the wrong
concerning rulers and the ruled?
4. What are the conditions for electing a ruler?
5. What is the ruling ofShura in Islam?
6. What are the elements of justice in Shari'ah?
7. What is the ruling concerning obedience to administrators and
rulers?
8. What are the regulations for public administration?
9. What are the rights ofnon-Muslims in an Islamic society?

pay the Jizyah with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued."
(9, At-Tawbah: 29)
Reconciliation:
Allah says:
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This means: "How can there be a covenant with Allah and with His
Messenger for the Mushrikun (polytheists, idolaters, pagans, disbelievers
in the Oneness of Allah) except those with whom you made a covenant
near AI-Masjid-ai-Haram (at Makkah)? So long, as they are true to you,
stand you true to them. Verily, Allah loves AI-Muttaqun (the pious)."
(9, At-Tawbah: 7)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"We will fulfill the covenant made with them and seek Allah's help against
them." (Reported by Muslim)
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"If anyone kills a man whom he grants protection prematurely, Allah will
forbid him to enter Paradise." (Reported by AI-Bukhari)
He (peace be upon him) also said :
"I do not break a covenant or imprison messengers."
(Reported by Abu Dawud)
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10. What is the Islamic perception of the Muslim world's international
relations?

Penalties
1. Mention the punishment of the following crimes: partaking of mind
controlling substances- false accusation of unchastity- adulteryfornication - sodomy- theft- highway robbery- deliberate murder
- manslaughter- murder by mistake in a deliberate injury- felony
of limbs - wounding .
2. 1\!Iention the conditions for executing the punishments of the
following: partaking of mind controlling substances - adultery theft.

]ihad
1. In which cases does Jihad become lawful? When is Jihad a
communal obligation, and when is it an individual obligation?
2. What is the difference between Jihad and Ar-Ribat?
3. Mention some of good manners of Jihad.
4. How are the spoils of the battle, and booty obtained without fighting
be spent?
5. When and why are poll taxes collected?
6. vVhat is the ruling of reconciliating with the enemies of Islam?

