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The Path to Paradise (At- Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

NOTES ON THE TRANSLATION 

We have kept a number of Arabic terms that 

are commonly used among English-speaking 

Muslims. Some of these terms ha Ye no equivalent 

in English. Others have an equivalent but are, 

nevertheless, widely used. For most of these 

terms, an approximate equivalent is given in 

parentheses on their first usage. 

The monogram ~ is the Arabic words 

"Sal/a Allahu 'alaihi wa sal/am", meaning 

blessings and peace of Allah be upon him. 

With one exception, as noted in the text, 

the translation of the Qur'an is The Holy Qur 'an: 

Translation and Commentary by A . Yusuf Ali. 
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The Path to Paradise (Af-Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

'Abdullah bin Mas'ud (May Allah be 

pleased with him) was once asked, "0 Abu 

'Abdur-Rahman! What is the straight way?~~ 

He replied, "Allah's Messenger ~ left us at 

its very beginning and there is a route on its right 

and another on its left. On both of them are men 

who call to the passersby, 'Come on! Come on!' 

Anyone of them who takes these roads will be led 

to Hell, while he who keeps himself to the main 

way will be led to Paradise." 

Then Ibn Mas 'ud recited: 

d....:., . - ·_ <:'. ~~-:::: - ,~u\1 1 ' !~ ~ - ~ J e~ iQ a~· : ~\' 1JA ~f " 
--"· 4f' r .rJ ~ JA-?J J ~ "- '-F .rf' J ""' / / .,. 

"" J ,. ,; J ,.. J .., 

'Of rW'JI" 0~ ~ ~ ~~J ~~ 

( Verily, this is My Way, leading 

straight: follow it: follow not (other) 

paths: they will scatter you about from 

His (great) Path: thus doth He command 

you, that ye may be righteous ) 

3 
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The Path to Paradise (At-Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

J , ""' fJ "" 0 .; _,. ,..,. ; , , ""' ""' 

J ~ ~ ~Ltl' J ~ ~ ,.)_,; 41 ~ J ~(:;.t; ~ 0\S'.;; J i " 
, .J. , ... o .,J , .,. ~ ,.. .J.I 

"0 .l /.:.; I '\!' ~ /. ·lS:JJ /.~ .~.iS"'\:,~:. Giu / •t ~Wlaj l 
r-t. Y ~~ -- ;,u / .,...... ~~ : ~ --

' Y Y ~W~I 

( Can he who was dead, to whom We 

gave life, and a Light whereby he can 

walk amongst men, be like him who is 

in the depths of darkness, from which he 

can never come out? Thus to those 

without Faith their own deeds seem 

pleasing.) 

~1\..\-l\.n am()·. \11) 

, t JLii~l 

( 0 ye who believe! Give your response 

to God and His Apostle, when He 

calleth you to that which will give you 

life; ) 
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INTRODUCTION 

All Praise to Allah, Whose aid and 

forgiveness we seek. We pray that Allah protect 

us from the evil of our souls and from the mischief 

of our deeds. Those whom Allah guides cannot be 

misled, while those whom Allah misleads cannot 

be lead to righteousness. I bear witness that there 

is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is His 

slave and messenger. 

" 0 ~ ~f:, ~1 ::; jJ ~J ~~:;.;.. ilil i)l 1;.1~ ~~\ ~i l.t: " 

' • y w1rs- JT 

~0 ye who believe! Fear God as He 

should be feared, and die not except in a 

state of Islam.~ 

;" 0 J ,..,.,. - ,. 0 , . ..... 

~jj ~ ~:, o~lj ~ ;r ~ ~..01 ~) '~' ~Ltll ~f 4 " 
,; * "' # ... ... 

11 '* "" sl $ 

' ~WI ~wj I_;;S' "i~) ~ ~J 
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~0 mankind! reverence your Guardian

Lord, Who created you from a single 

Person, created, of like nature, his mate, 

and from them twain scattered (like 

seeds) countless men and women; 

Reverence God, through Whom ye 

demand your m.utual (rights), and 

(reverence) the wombs (that bore you): 

for God ever watches over you.~ 

0
. <:'lw\ o <:'1 ~ * iJJ~ ~o ~ I .i ! ; J.li1 I ~~~ I ~; T ; . .J1 ,:, ~f \J " r r '-----; - J! Y J J jA:J J*4 iJ.. ~ -

; ; ; 

<J# ~ / " "' "" / , ,) J J "" 

" ~ ljJt )U :W 4J ~JJ illl ~ ;;J ~y~ ~ ~!j 

v' ' v. yl~'ll 

~ 0 ye \Vho believe! Fear God, and 

(always) say a word directed to the 

Right: that He may make your conduct 

whole and sound and forgive you your 

sins: He that obeys God and His 
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Apostle, has already attained the highest 

achievement.~ 

The most authentic words are those of 

Allah's Qur' an and the best guidance is that of 

Muhammad ~. The most evil things are those 

innovated after the Prophet's death. Every new act 

in worship is an innovation and every innovation 
. 
IS an error. 

Allah the Exalted warns us against the 

temptation of life: 

· ,~~; ~ u.~; ~· ; ":X ~ al11 ~6.1 ·~.n i .~~~~" ~ .I J MO .r J MJJ ~ J 0 ; M M .r-
' ;./ J. / , ,.. _,. / , / / 0 // / 

~ ~~ 0\:,:e ~M+t ~ ~Q J~~ ~i ~·~ ~ ~~J";JIJ Jl;":ll 
/ , .... , 

, ,... ,. .,. ; '/1 .-." / ..,. , ,. , ,. .J.J 

o~l ~J w1~JJ ~~;; o~4J ~~ yl..i&- o~":J1 JJ ~~ w~ 
; ; 

~ Know ye (all), that the life of this 

world is but play and amusement, pomp 

and mutual boasting and multiplying, 
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(in rivalry) among yourselves, riches 

and children. Here is a similitude: How 

rain and the growth which it brings 

forth, delight (the hearts of) the tillers; 

soon it withers; thou wilt see it grow 

yellow; then it becomes dry and 

crumbles away. But in the Hereafter is a 

Penalty severe (for the devotees of 

wrong) and Forgiveness from God and 

(His) Good Pleasure (for the devotees of 

God). And what is the life of this world, 

but goods and chattels of deception?~ 

Our Lord, the Exalted and Blessed, tells us 

about the triviality and nothingness of this earthly 

life. It is just play, amusement, pomp, mutual 

boasting and multiplying in riches and children. 

He, the Glorified, illustrates its true essence by 

comparing it to the rain that comes after people 
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are desperate to sow fresh, flourishing plants that 

may delight those who sowed them. Then the 

plants grow yellow and become dry and crumble 

away and are nothing but ruin. 

Such is life, with all its glamour. It attracts 

the admiration of the unbelievers in such a way 

that they crave after it. 

~ ~J.;..f ~Y- ij~i ~.J, ::,.1 o~ J:s- '"-'"'~' ~;-f ~W1 " 
,.. .,... ~ ,.. ,.. ./ 

~' : 0 ~I " c ~i ;;i 
~ 

~ Thou wilt indeed find them, of all 

people, most greedy of life~ even 

more than the idolaters: each one of 

them wishes he could be given a life of 

a thousand years ~ 

9 
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The more the unbelievers stray from taw hid (the 

Oneness and Uniqueness of Allah)1 and iman 

(faith) and indulge in shirk (associating others 

with Allah)?~ lusts and sins, the more they crave 

after life. Thus, they are contrary to the believers 

who believe in the tawhid of Allah, those who sell 

their earthly life in return for the Hereafter. 
.... ,; ,. 4J ..... "' """ J ,., J "' ~ 

" ~~ ~ w~ 4l1yiJ ;.E/ jji ~JLI ~ ~o(pl ill I w! " 

' ' ' ~,.-~, 
~ God hath purchased of the Believers 

their persons and their goods; for theirs 

(in return) is the Garden (of Paradise) ~ 

~1\.t-t awba\\ 9·. \\\) 

1 Tawhid refers to the Oneness of Allah and the Uniquesness of His 
nature and the belief in all His attributes. It is more inclusive than 
"monotheism", as it is sometimes translated. We have retained the 
Arabic word in most places in this book. (editor) 

2 Shirk refers to associating any other being with Allah, or worshiping 
or obeying anyone other than Allah. It is more inclusive than 
"polytheism", as it is sometimes translated. We have retained the 
Arabic word throughout this text. (editor) 
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, - # .,. 0 

" ~~4 :..;, J~J ~lj 4l!l ~w,~ ~~\ ~ i..S J:.~.;; '""~' ~J " 
; "' , ... 

~ And there is the type of man who 

gives his life to earn the pleasure of 

God; and God is full of kindness to 

(His) devotees.~ 

Life is described by Allah the Exalted as 

green and flourishing, then it turns into 

yellowness and then into dryness and ruin. And 

the Hereafter is inevitably corning afterwards. 

Allah the Exalted and Blessed vvarns us about it 

and states that it will lead to severe torment 

may Allah forbid or to His forgiveness and 

contentment. Allah speaks truly when He says: 
0 J ~ "' "' ,.. 0 g; 0 ~ / / 

'Jr~. ~~~ ~te * :~·j ~-~. ~~~· ~~~ 'il ~ ~ 'i ~~ ~jt " 

~j~IJ ~ljt:o.:JI ~~~ ~ ~ ~~G- * J~fl:·j ~J ~ ~ ~~\ ~ 
, , " "' ,.. ~ j ... ~ 

a,., ~ 'J~ ~..u' ~~J • ~;.. w Jw ~) !Jl ~) ~~ ~ 'll 
,; ,. , , / , ..,. 

1 1 
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~ ~~ ~J ~U, ~ ~1 :_;,j~IJ ~~J~I ~~~ ~ ~ ~..U~ 
,.. ... ; ,.. ""' 

J 

' • " : ' • 0 ~ JA ~ J~ 
~ 

~ The day it arrives, no soul shall speak 

except by His leave: Of those (gathered) 

some will be wretched and some will be 

blessed. Those who are wretched shall 

be in the Fire: There will be for them 

therein (nothing but) the heaving of 

sighs and sobs: They will dwell therein 

for all the time that the heavens and the 

earth endure, except as thy Lord willeth: 

for thy Lord is the (sure) Accomplisher 

of what He planneth. And those who are 

blessed shall be in the Garden: They 

will dwell therein for all the time that 

the heavens and the earth endure, except 

as thy Lord willeth: a gift without 

break.~ 

~\\\\\\ \\ ·. \ \l'S-\ \)~) 
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Yes, my Muslim brother and sister, there is 

nothing after this earthly life except. 

" ~-~ ,, j .. _ r 6.1 j .. _ .i" 
-~ ~ IJ'!.~J ' . ~ ~~ 

V : ~J_,.;JI 

~ (When) some will be in the Garden, 

and some in the Blazing Fire.) 

About such blazing fire, the Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "This fire of yours that the sons of 

Adam kindle is (only) one of seventy portions 

compared to the blazing fire of the Hereafter." His 

Companions said, "It then would be tormenting 

enough, 0 Messenger of Allah.,. He replied, "It 

surmounts it by ninety-nine portions, all as severe 

as its fire. "3 

Speaking about the least suffering from its 

severity, the Prophet ~ said, '"The least of those 

3 Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
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tormented in the fire is Abu Talib, for he has two 

shoes (of fire)." Al-Bukhari narrated, "At his feet 

lie two firebrands from which his brain boils. "4 

Describing those tormented in fire and their 

shackles and yokes, Allah the Almighty says: 

J J 

0 • - t ~ : ~l_r.! " )81 ~ Y. J 

~ And thou wilt see the Sinners that day 

bound together in fetters; -Their 

garments of liquid pitch, and their faces 

covered with Fire ~ 

~ When the yokes (shall be) round their 

necks, and the chains; they shall be 

4 Muslim, Al-Bukhari, and Fatb_ AI-Biiri. 
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dragged along in the boiling fetid fluid; 

then in the Fire shall they be burned~ 

,, . .... , o , JJ .. J .JJ .,.. ,J 

~~)~ ~~ ~)~ ~l: I!"' J ~ * 0~ ~I~* 0~ OJ~" 

~ (The stern command will say): "Seize 

ye him, and bind ye him, and bum ye 

him in the Blazing Fire. Further, make 

him march in a chain, ¥'hereof the 

length is seventy cubits!"~ 

As for what they eat and drink, He says: 

15 
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~Verily the tree of Zaqqum will be the 

food of the Sinful,- like molten brass; 

it will boil in their insides, like the 

boiling of scalding water.~ 

Talking about the tree of Zaqqum, the 

Prophet ~ said, ''If a drop of Zaqqum had been 

dripped into the seas of earth, it would have 

spoiled the lives of people, so what would be the 

life of the one who has it as his food?"5 

Allah the Exalted and Blessed says: 

~ And be given, to drink, boiling water, 

so that it cuts up their bowels (to 

pieces)) 

5 At-Tirmidhi, no. 2585. 
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'v-', : ~~..r.l 
~ In front of such a one is Hell, and he is 

given, for drink, boiling fetid · water. In 

gulps will he sip it, but never will he be 

near swallowing it down his throat 

symbol 125 \f "AGA Arabesque" \s 14 

~l\rra\\\m \ ~ ·. \6-\ 1) 

Narrating about the measure of the bodies 

of the unbelievers, which increase their feelings of 

torment, Allah's Messenger ~ said, "The distance 

between the shoulders of the unbelievers is like 

the distance traveled by a quick rider that lasts for 

days."6 

He also said, "The molar tooth of the 

unbeliever or the canine tooth of the unbeliever is 

6 Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
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like Mount Uhud, and the thickness of his skin is 

like the journey of three (days)."7 

Regarding their grief, yelling, and crying, 

Allah the Almighty says: 
~ Jo "' J J ,.. ~a , "' " ~ J , ~ ,, ' ' ~..w, ,;•t \J' J M' ~J,; ll:. : lll=JI ., . " • ' " 

- : - ~f ~ ~ M ~ / M M ~~ ~~Y..J 

y v : ~J\i _till 

~ The Day that the wrong-doer will bite 

at his hands, he will say, "Oh! Would 

that I had taken a (straight) path with the 

Apostle!" ~ 

~1\.\-t'uil\an 15·. 11) 

Allah the Exalted says: 
"' " / $ "' / . 0 / ) / 

~ ~ IJ!J ~I~ J :.:.J,j ~ JS- ~;_;,.. 4 ~ J~ ~Ji " 

o, : r)' "~£~' 
/ 

~''Lest the soul should (then) say: ' Ah! 

Woe is me! - In that I neglected (my 

7 Muslim. 
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Duty) towards God, and was but among 

those who mocked!'"~ 

~ And when they are cast, bound 

together, into a constricted place 

therein, they will plead for destruction 

there and then! ~ 

(J\.\-\3\\~(\an 1S·. \ 3) 

'rV : t...\j " G- •. f ~- t:, a 0 ,. i..: ... : • , , " 
r ·~ .J~ ~~~J 

~ Therein will they cry aloud (for 

assistance): "Our Lord! Bring us out" ~ 

They will plea for death, but they will not 

be blessed with it. 

19 
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says: 

~ They will cry: "0 Malik! Would that 

thy Lord put an end to us!" He will say, 

"Nay, but ye shall abide! ~ 

As for the winners, Allah the Almighty 

~ And when thou lookest, it is there thou 

wilt see a Bliss and a Realm 

Magnificent. Upon them will be Green 

Garments of fine silk and heavy 

brocade, and they will be adorned with 

Bracelets of silver; and their Lord will 

give them to drink of a Wine Pure and 

Holy.~ 

\~\-ln~an 16·. 1()-1 \) 
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~ .... , , ,. , . ,, , ""' , "" ..w J ··~\ d ::·~ f ~ \~ • ~(.C"'j ~~ . ~ J~ ~~u. JLt:a.: " J ~ /~of ~J . .J-' J . tJO / . ~ • , , , ., , ,; 

v' : J y?-)1 II ~ J~~ ~ ~ij ~~~ 

~ To them will be passed round, dishes 

and goblets of gold: there will be there 

all that the souls could desire, all that 

the eyes could delight in: and ye shall 

abide therein (aye).~ 

~P\.2-L\1~143·. 1 \) 
., 0 h "" "' J , "" 

n 4J ~ ~ ~\S" * ~ ~}all ~1~\i ~~ J " 

t ~- t " : ~\il...a.ll 

~ And besides them will be chaste 

women, restraining their glances, with 

big eyes (of wonder and beauty). As if 

they were (delicate) eggs closely 

guarded.~ 

21 
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~ In them will be (Maidens), chaste, 

restraining their glances, whom no man 

or Jinn before them has touched; -

Then which of the favours of your Lord 

will ye deny?- Like unto rubies and 

coral., 

~ To those who do right is a goodly 

(reward) -Yea, more (than In 

measure)!~ 

The reward that is beyond measure is the 

pleasure of looking at the face of Allah the 

Exalted and Blessed. It is a peerless pleasure not 

to be compared with any joy, even that of Paradise 

itself. 

22 



The Path to Paradise (At- Tariq ita Al-Jannah) 

Our Prophet ~ said, "The first group that 

enters Paradise is like the full moon (in their 

brightness and beauty) and the following group is 

like the most brilliant planet in the sky. They do 

not urinate or defecate, nor do they have nasal 

mucus or spit. They have golden combs and their 

sweat is like musk in its scent. Their censers are 

(filled with) aloe wood. Their wives are houris. 

They all look like one man, their father Adam, 

sixty cubits high in the sky. "8 

He described the house of this group 

saying, "It has brick of gold and brick of silver. 

The ground is of a strongly scented musk and the 

stones are of pearls and ruby. The dust is of 

saffron. The one who enters it is in bliss and is 

never forlorn. He is immortal and never dies. His 

garments are never worn out and his youth never 

perishes. "9 

8 Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
9 Mujamma ' Az-Zawa 'id. Narrated by Al-Bazzar and At-Tabirani in 

AI-Awsa[. 
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Allah the Almighty says about Paradise: 

~ In it are rivers of water incorruptible; 

rivers of milk of which the taste never 

changes; rivers of wine, a joy to those 

who drink; and rivers of honey pure and 

clear.~ 

~M\l\\amman ~ 1·. \ S) 

Allah the Exalted spoke truly in a Hadith 

Qudsi (a hadith in which the Prophet relays 

Allah's words), "I set for My good worshipers 

what an eye never saw or an ear never heard of, 

and things that never occurred to the heart of any 

human." 10 This is affirmed in the Qur'an: 

10 Muslim. 
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~ Now no person knows what delights 

of the eye are kept hidden (in reserve) 

for them - as a reward for their good 

deeds. ~ 

About the people of Paradise who enjoy the 

least rank, bliss, and pleasure, Allah' s Messenger 

~ said, " ... Allah says to him, 'Go and enter 

Paradise, for you will be granted like what was in 

the earthly life and ten times more. ~" 11 

Allah the Exalted and Blessed urges us to 

Paradise saying: 

~~f J,~~'J ~~)~1 ~~ ~) ~;,. op:. J11j. )c.) " 
• 

'rr : iJ'.r" JT " ~~!~! 

~ Be quick in the race for forgiveness 

from your Lord, and for a Garden whose 

width is that (of the whole) of the 

11 Muslim. 
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heavens and of the earth, prepared for 

the righteous ~ 

The Messenger of Allah ~ , who conveyed 

the message from our Lord, said to us, "Would 

anyone like to race to Paradise?" 

I say - and so must you, "Here we are, our 

Lord. We are the ones who would like to race to 

Paradise, Allah willing." 

But the question is, are we on the right path 

that leads to Paradise? This book comes to answer 

that question. It aims to let us know together and 

walk together on the path to Paradise. 

A reader may ask, do we need to know the 

way to Paradise? We also ask, do the current 

conditions in which the Muslims live today reflect 

their awareness of the path to Paradise and their 

determination to travel on it? 

26 



The Path to Paradise (At-Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

This, my reader, is what this book is about. 

It tackles the most important and crucial issues 

that affect the Muslim's creed, opinions, behavior, 

and morals. It links the Muslim's life with his or 

her end. It is the way to Paradise. 

Every road has its lights and milestones. 

Here we present those milestones, lights, and 

guidelines on the way: 

Islam is tawhid by which we secure 

ourselves from shirk. 

Islam is the belief of those who follow the 

Sunnah (the practices of the Prophet r), by which 

we save ourselves from innovation and error. 

Islam is an identity that joins people 

together. 

Islam is a dye colors the nation. 

Islam is a divine law that regulates our 

lives. 

May Allah guide us to the right path. 
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CHAPTER 1 

ISLAM: TAWHID BY WHICH WE 
SAVE OURSELVES FROM SHIRK 

The belief in tawhid was adopted by our 

imams and the righteous Predecessors (early 

Muslims) and which was stated in the Qur'an and 

Sunnah is: 

To designate Allah alone with Lordship 

(supreme power). 

Allah the Exalted says: 
, " oiJ o ,, tJ .- ~ , , . .... ,. , ,., ., 

r:. • I~ ~I . ( I c::" : . ~ ~ '-• "t. I("' ~ " " \, · •i 4.LJ I .-.. i ji " ~ • ~ tJ" "!' J ~ tJ" . ) JA J .) ~ ; ~ 
, 11 , , 

~ ;.;·r ~ ~:~~~~ ~:; ~ J1 ~ ~;-.r ~jJ i~J'J ~J ~) 
, ; , ; / , 

; .. 

', t : ~w'il "~~;~ 

~ Say: "Shall I seek for (my) Cherisher 

other than God, when He is the 

Cherisher of all things (that exist)?", 

\_1\..\-1\..n am()·. \ ()~) 

A Muslim is asked to describe Allah the 

Glorified and Exalted with what He described 

28 
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Himself, without ascribing human characteristics 

to Allah, without comparing Him to any of His 

creatures, and without denying any of His 

attributes. 

A Muslim has to believe in Allah, His 

angels, His Holy Books, His prophets, the Day of 

Judgment, and qadr (divine decree), be it good or 

bad. 

To designate Allah alone with worship. 

0 Dominion belongs to Allah alone, with no 

partner. Allah the Exalted says: 
- , ~ , , J ... , , - ... ~ " / - ...... 

", .lJI ~~~I~ ~·11 J"··f .lJI d ~ .;:•; 4.\JI d-z·; " ~, J . " ~: y 4$, JAJ ~ " ~ 

"~/~LI ~:; jJ ~ ~~ ~ J Jp ;jf ~A y~l ~~ 
' ' t : rw'l' 

~ Say: " Shall I seek for judge other than 

God? - when He it is Who hath sent 

unto you The Book, explained in 

detail ... " ~ 
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Worshiping Allah is fulfilled by accepting 

His laws and rejecting any other laws or 

legislation. 

0 Devotion and sacrifice are to be done for the 

sake of Allah only, with no partner. Allah the 

Exalted says: 
,. ,.. ,., rJI. "" - ... ,.. "' ,. ,., tl oJ 

:U ~ '" ~ -:.- t~l i.-.1 ~ "~ w ~J ~ t:J:.p WI ti " "r ~ . J -- -~ J i..> " J ~ J ~ . (.)"' 
" ' 

J , , .... J J ; ,. 

' ' ~-' '\ y : ~w~l "~~ JJi uiJ ~~i ~J.:J 

~ Say: "Truly, my prayer and my service 

of sacrifice, my life and my death, are 

(all) for God, the Cherisher of the 

Worlds: No partner hath He: This am I 

commanded, and I am the first of those 

who bow to His Will." ~ 

(1\.\-1\.\\ am (Y. \61-\63) 

0 Allegiance to a patron or protector is for Allah 

alone. Allah the Exalted says: 
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~ Say: "Shall I take for my protector any 

other than God, the Maker of the 

heavens and the earth? And He it is that 

feedeth but is not fed." Say: "Nay! But I 

am commanded to be the first of those 

who bow to God (in Islam), and be not 

thou of the company of those who join 

gods with God."~ 

This means that a Muslim should submit to 

Allah. He has to seek protection from Allah alone. 

Thus, originally, his submission and allegiance 

will be to Allah the Almighty, then afterwards 

come his allegiance to Allah's Prophet ~ and, 

consequently, to other Muslims. He should not 

ally with Muslims except in what pleases Allah. 

Thus, he should not quit his allegiance to Islam 

for any other allegiance, be it to race, nationalism 

or patriotism. If he does such a thing with his full 

will and knowledge, he thus chooses a god other 

than Allah, and this is shirk, which negates Islam. 
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Imam Ibn Al-Qaiyim talked about this issue 

in his book Al-l'r'fadarij 

in the section on satisfaction: 

Accepting or being satisfied with 

Allah as a Lord means that a Muslim 

should never take anyone for a god 

except Allah the Almighty. He should 

trust in His organization (direction) and 

ask for His aid. Allah the Glorified says: 

" · • ~~~ ~~~ ~I !..~ \!1~ Wi Jl1 ~ .: f •tl " 
'-"' J J J r ~~J ~ ~ ' iJ' 
~ , ~ 

't : rw~l 

~ Say: "Shall I take for my protector any 

other than God, the Maker of the 

heavens and the earth?" ~ 

~J\.\-1\1"\ am 6·. \4) 

Ibn 'Abbas (May Allah be pleased 

with him) said, "A master and a god." 

He meant, How could I ask for a Lord 

other than He Who is the Lord of 

everything? He says at the beginning of 
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Surat Al-An' am: (Say: "Shall I take for 

my protector any other than God, the 

Maker of the heavens and the earth?") 

He means a deity, a supporter, a 

protector and a refuge. It is a kind of 

contract of clientage that encompasses 

love and obedience. 

In the middle of the surah He says: 
~ .... ,. J ,. ... , "' .... "' ... 

" ~ ~~~ J ('•t\ J/·'i ..ill / J ~ ·~oj .ill I / 0 ~ • i " . / ~· y 4.$/ JAJ ~ / ~ 

' ' t : ~\aJ~I 

~ Say: "Shall I seek for judge other than 

God? - When He it is who hath sent 

unto you The Book, explained in 

detail."~ 

The meaning is, How could I seek a 

judge other than Allah to judge between 

me [the Prophet] and you [the 

unbelievers], a Judge Whose decision 

we seek when we differ? His Book (the 
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Qur'an) is the best judge, so how could 

we appeal to another law for a decision, 

when Allah has revealed it explicitly 

explained and clear? 

If you ponder over these three verses 

thoroughly, you will observe that they 

reflect accepting and being satisfied 

with Allah as a Lord, with Islam as a 

religion, and with Muhammad ~ as a 

messenger. You will conclude that His 

words reveal this fact, which is 

extracted from them ... 

. . . These three principles are the basis 

of tawhid: not to take any other than 

Allah for a lord or a god or a protector 

and not to accept any other than Allah 

as judge. 12 

Sheikh of Islam Muhammad bin 'Abdul

W ahhab said, ''Then, you should know - may 

12 Ibn Al-Qaiyim Al-Jawziyah, Al-Madarij As-Salikin. 
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Allah be merciful to you-that Allah created the 

creatures to worship Him and not to join anything 

with Him." He the Exalted says: 

~ I have only created Jinns and men, that 

they may serve Me. ' 

\1\.un-D\\a~\'jat s \ ·. 56) 

Worship is tawhid - worshiping Allah 

alone - and this was the urgent call of the 

prophets to the people, as the Almighty says: 
, J • 0 ,. - • , ,; ~ .. 0 / """ 

" ~ ~\kJI \~\)ill\ \)~~\ wi '1;, J ~i ~.,if J (;;;! :LiJ) " 
~ ~ ,.,, : ~\ 

~ For We assuredly sent amongst every 

People an apostle, (with the Command), 

"Serve God, and eschew Evil." ~ 
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Tawhid Has Three Principles: 

1. The Oneness of Lordship or Supreme 
Power (Tawhid Ar-Rububiyah) 

This is what the mushrikun (polytheists) 

admitted at the time of the Messenger r, but they 

did not enter Islam and the Prophet ~ fought them 

and made their blood and property lawful. They 

accepted the Oneness of Allah by His deeds only 

but did not accept to worship Him alone. The 

proof is in His words: 

... , ,. ,,. . , , 
,., ' : ~ Y- " 0 ~ -jji j.ij 

~ Say: "Who is it that sustains you (in 

life) from the sky and from the earth? Or 

who is it that has power over hearing 

and sight? And who is it that brings out 

the living from the dead and the dead 

from the living? And who is it that rules 

and regulates all affairs?" They will 
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soon say, "God". Say, "Will ye not then 

show piety (to Him)?"~ 

~'l unu~ \ \r. 3\) 
"" "'"' 0 , - .,.. , , , , , • , J 0 / 'II , 

'jji Ji ~ ~}J('.,. ~~ ~ ~! ~ ~J JPJ'll ~ Ji " 
, , , j " "' ... 4 ~ 0, .,.. .. ... 
~y~ *~I ~"jJI YJJ ~I ~~J'~' YJ ~ Ji * 0J}'.li 

... , ,.. ... ; 'II , J , ,.. 0 , / J ... ,...., 0 , , 

~ )~ ~J ~ JAJ ~ JS' ~P.. 0~ ~ Ji. ~~~i Ji ~ 
/ ' / 

/ "'"' 0 J ~ , J J ,. / .J. 

"4.>)~ Jij Ji ~ 4->}J(' ... 4.>~ ~ 4.>1 

A '\ - ,\ t : 4.> y..t j1. I 

~ Say: "To whom belong the earth and 

all beings therein? (Say) if ye know!" 

They will say, "To God!" Say: "Yet will 

ye not receive admonition?', Say: "Who 

is the Lord of the seven heavens, and 

the Lord of the Throne (of Glory) 

Supreme?" They will say, "(They 

belong) to God." Say: "Will ye not then 

be filled with awe?" Say: "\Vho is it in 

whose hands is the governance of all 

things, - who protects (all), but is not 

protected (of any)? (Say) ifye know." 
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They will say, "(It belongs) to God." 

Say: "Then how are ye deluded?" ~ · 

\1\.\-Mu'm\n\ln 1.~·. ~4-~~) 

There are multiple verses that confirm this 

principle. 

2. The Oneness of Divinity (Tawhid AI

Uiuhiyah} 

This issue was disputed in the past and is in 

the present. It means declaring the Oneness of 

Allah by our deeds, such as supplicating and 

pleading with Him; fearing Him; resorto Him for 

help; seeking His protection and love; repenting, 

vowing, sacrificing to Him; seeking His pleasure; 

reverencing, serving, submitting to, and glorifying 

Him. 

The proof for supplication is in the Qur'an: 
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~ And your Lord says: "Call on Me; I 

will answer your (Prayer) ."~ 

And all the other aspects have proof in the 

Qur'an. 

The true essence of worship is limiting 

devotion to Allah alone and following the 

guidance of His Messenger alone ~. Allah the 

Exalted says: 
., , . ,.,, . ... ~ ... 

' 1\ : ~I " 1J.;..i ~I tA ljJi jlj ~ ~WI 0iJ " 

~ "And the places of worship are for 

God (alone): So invoke not any one 

along with God;"~ 

~~\-1\m 1'2:. \<&) 
, ~ "" , ... """" , $ ~ J ; / ~ 0 ... 

~ o}jiJ ~~J ~~ ~);. ~~~ :;~1 ~~ ~~JJ ~~ 1~-c! " 
" , ... , " 

'0/\ : Jl.r~'" 0J~~ 

~ "So believe in God and His Apostle, 

the unlettered Prophet, who believeth in 
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God and His Words: follow him that 

(so) ye rna y be guided." ~ 

(~\-1\.>ra\ 1 ·. \S~) 

~ Not an apostle did We send before 

thee without this inspiration sent by Us 

to him: that there is no god but I; 

therefore worship and serve Me. ~ 

~ ,.,,. ,. , ,. . ........ , ,. ; 

'll <~ ~ ~J ~:.·. ~ 'l ~ J~ ~ ~J ;.~ ~+t'J ~~ a;.~ 41 " , / ,. ,. , ,. , , ,. ,.. , / ,. , / , . ,.. ,. 

J 'll ~)\SJI ~~~ ~) ~~ JA ~) o\t e1:2 ~\.1.1 Jl ~ ~~ 
; ; ; 

; 

' t : JS.) I " J~ 
• 

~ For Him (alone) is prayer in Truth: 

any others that they call upon besides 

Him hear them no more than if they 

were to stretch forth their hands for 

water to reach their mouths but it 

reaches them not: for the prayer of those 
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without Faith is nothing but (futile) 

wandering (in the mind) ~ 

, Y : ~I" ~L;}I JA ~J; ~ ~;~ ~ ~fJ ~I JA ili1 ~4 ~;" 

~ That is because God-He is the 

Reality; and those besides Him whom 

they invoke,-they are but vain 

Falsehood. ~ 

~1\.\-\\a)) ll·. 61) 
• ,., , , , J.. , , , "' , 

v: ~I" 1~\i ~ ~~ ~J OJ~ J~jl ~UI& ~J" 

~ So take what the Apostle assigns to 

you, and deny yourselves that which he 

withholds from you. ~ 

ili1 ~ •_ ~: 1; "~~" ·~ ~~ ;jJ, ~ ~· :.: · , f~ ili1 ~ ' ~ ~:.5'- wl "1i " 
J rY r ~J ~ t.S ~ F!'J • 4J" 

~ / ~ 

• ~ J. .,. r' : w1~ JT " ~) JP 

~ Say: "If ye do love God, follow me: 

God will love you and forgive you your 
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sins: for God is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful.'~ ~ 

~!\.\ 'lm-ran 3·. 3\) 

3.. The Oneness and Uniqueness of the 
Names and Attributes of Allah 

J. J • J. ... ,. , """" "" • ... - 0 J 

(A" AJ . ~ ~ : I • jJ , ".. I :US "..I * ~I tl,1\ * l,;.. i ill I , , I i" r- ~ (9"' J J! (9"' J ,- (9"' JA !.i 

~'il "~f ~ . 
~ Say: He is God, the One and Only; 

God, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth 

not, nor is He begotten; and there is 

none like unto Him. ~ 

/ l) $ 0 , ,... J • / J , / - .... 

~~i J 0 )~ ~~I IJ)~ J ~ 0 ;~a P' ~~'ll ~) " 
, J • ... .... 0 

'". : Jlf'il" 0~ lyiS' ~ ~J~ 
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~ The most beautiful names belong to 

God: so call on Him by them; but shun 

such men as use profanity in His names: 

for what they do, they will soon be 

requited. ~ 

/ ,.. 0 ,. , 

' ' : • :. \\ " J_ ... ~\, ~ .... ~_\, ~ J ~ ~~ ~ ~ "\ " 4-S).r- ~ c:-:-- JA J tr' // / ~ 

~ There is nothing whatever like unto 

Him, and He is the One that hears and 

sees (all things) ' 
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The Opposite of Tawhid is Shirk, 
Which Has Three Types 

1. Major Shirk!/ Which Takes One Out of 
Islam 

The proof of the major type is mentioned in 

the Qur'an: 

" , - ; ,. -
' ''\ : c.WI " I~ 'i~ j.:.P :W ~.l.l\~ 

; 

~ God forgiveth not (the sin of) joining 

other gods with Him; but He forgiveth 

whom He pleaseth other sins than this: 

one who joins other gods with God, hath 

strayed far, far away (from the Right). , 

(1\.n-N\~a' Ac·. \\ 6) 

~ But said Christ: "0 Children of Israel! 

Worship God, my Lord and your Lord." 
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Whoever joins other gods with God,

God will forbid him the Garden, and the 

Fire will be his abode. There will for the 

wrong-doers be no one to help.~ 

Major shirk has four kinds: 

a. The shirk of supplication (shirk of 

devotion) 

It is proved by the words of Allah: 
., ,.,. ,.. II o ..- oJ o , , "' 

"' ' \I J I • _. ~ ~ '. :U I ~ '. - ... l ~ ~ A_U I I -' ~ .!.lllj I . I · '<' I~ I a " 
.r. ·~· iJ.. ~ .Y ' ~~.): 

, J , 

,0: ~~\ "~§;-;.~I~! 

~ Now, if they embark on a boat, they 

call on God, making their devotion 

sincerely (and exclusively) to Him; but 

when He has delivered them safely to 

(dry) land, behold, they give a share (of 

their worship to others)! ~ 
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b. The shirk of intention 

This is shirk of the will and purpose, i.e. 

hypocrisy. It is proved by Allah's words: 

~ t~.a ·, ~ t~ i :~iw.r : ~·\, :..r .. t~::~ • . ~ \Jl\1 i~' ~ , 0\S' . ~ " ~ ~J ~ ~ ~: Y w~) w w w.j-- ~ 
C> ,.. / ~ - / ... / - / 0 J / 

t~ i I , ~-- ~ .k..,;.. \JI ~I f ·~I . :~I ~ •1 ~ . .il l ~ i * iJ , ~ .• , ~ ~ . J J • r- ~ ~ ~ d.-~ ~ J ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

/ , 0 ... , ... 

',_, ~ : ~JA "iJ~ ly\S"' ~ ~~) 

~ Those who desire the life of the 

Present and its glitter,-to them We 

shall pay (the price of) their deeds 

therein,-without diminution. They are 

those for \Vhom there is nothing in the 

Hereafter but the Fire: vain are the 

designs they frame therein, and of no 

effect are the deeds that they do! ~ 

~\\\\(\·. \5-\ 6) 

c. The shirk of obedience (lawmaking) 

The proof is in Allah' s words: 
/ ~ / 0 fl 0 J / / / $ } . .... 

~ '~'J \fll 'J,W -s ~ 'J~i ~ J ~~ J.l ~~J ~' ~.J:J ~ ~~} , 
~ , , 

,.,, : ~y.\1 "iJ_,f ~ w ~~)A ~1 ~ ! 
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~ They take their priests and their 

anchorites to be their lords in derogation 

of God, and (they take as their Lord) 

Christ the son of Mary; yet they were 

commanded to worship but One God: 

there is no god but He. Praise and glory 

to Him: (far is He) from having the 

partners they associate (with Him).~ 

Its unequivocal explanation is obeying 

scholars and people in defying Allah, not in 

supplicating them. This is what Allah's Messenger 

~ explained to ' Adi bin Hatim when he asked him 

and 'Adi said, "We do not worship them." He ~ 

told him that worshiping them is obeying them in 

wrongdoing. 13 

13 There are two kinds of obedience. The first is accepting authority 
(law) and submitting to it and having its laws 1mplemented and not 
defying them. The second is doing misdeeds. The violation is in 
committing a wrongdoing, such as the sin of Adam when the Devil 
tempted him. This second kind is not what is meant in the hadith, 
because the transgression meant in it is not kufr (disbelief), except in 
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d. The shirk of love (loyalty) 

It is proved by Allah's words: 

~~(, ~~ ~ ~ ~ ,;,:ur ~' IJ J; ~ ¥t ~ '""~' ~) " 
JJ i~-~,, ~i ~~~~ ~. ~ ~ ~~ i -~ 1\:. ~ . .if, ~ ~ ·X JJ ~ l1i i ~~ ~ ~ .Y"" . J f.. • .,....- ;.;!. ~ 4.$ .ft. .)" J ~ . ~ 

i~~~J i_;.;i1 ~~I ~ i;Jt j.~l f~ ;! * yl~l ~~ 4iJI ~fJ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ , II "" , fl " " a t1 "" ,,. J , G» .,. " ., , 

i~:;~- 0~ 8 ~i Jl :;11 j.~l J\i J • y~'il ~ C-~i J yl.iAll 
,. , / , , ,., 0 J. ... 

,~ :~:lC.~( ' ' :~tW.itllt, , ~..iS"~\ ~- ~:. w-- ·,~ 
~ J ~ ~ ~ ~f.. ~ ' ~ _r.J ~ 

' , ' 

~ Yet there are men who take (for 

worship) others besides God, as equal 

(with God): they love them as they 

should love God. But those of Faith are 

overflowing in their love for God. If 

only the unrighteous equid see, behold, 

they would see the Penalty: that to God 

belongs all power, and God will 

strongly enforce the Penalty. Then 

wo.uld those who are followed clear 
• 

themselves of those who follow (them): 

the deviant Khawarij School. Certainly, that is false, so the Prophet' s 
words necessarily are limited to the first kind of obedience. 
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they would see the Penalty, and all 

relations between them would be cut 

off. And those who followed would say: 

"If only we had one more chance, we 

would clear ourselves of them, as they 

have cleared themselves of us." Thus 

will God show them (the fruits of) their 

deeds as (nothing but) regrets. Nor will 

there be a way for them out of the Fire. ) 

~l\.\-Bau..a-ran 1:. \()'S-\61) 

2. Minor Shirk, Which Does Not Take One 

Out of Islam 

This is dissimulation or hypocrisy. The 

proof is in the verse: 

~ Say: "I am but a man like yourselves, 

(but) the inspiration has come to me, 

that your God is One God: whoever 

expects to meet his Lord, let him work 
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righteousness, and, in the worship of his 

Lord, admit no one as partner."~ 

~1\.\-K.a\\1 \~·. \ \\l) 

3. Hidden shirk 

The proof is in the words of the Prophet ~ 

"Shirk in this ummah (nation or community) is 

more hidden than the creeping of an ant on a black 

rock on a dark night." Its expiation is the 

Prophet's saying, "0 Allah, I seek refuge in You 

from joining anything with You while I know, and 

I ask You for forgiveness for the sin that I 

committed while I did not know." 14 

14 Al-Qurtubi, vol. 11, p . 72; Ibn Kathir, vol. 4, p. 344. 
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There Are Two Kinds of Kufr 
(Disbelief) 

1. Kufr That Takes One Out of Islam 

a. Denial 

Its proof is 1n the words of Allah the 

Exalted: 
"' .... / .; / ,.; , / 0 "' / " / 0 .... o ,.... "" 

. ~ ~ti ~""'" !.:J '-:.L~.J ;...JjS' i ~.iS" 4.1JI . lC. ' ~·I · ~ : l~i ~. ~ " ~ ~ . ~ . . J •; ' ~ 4->_;J ~ ~ ;rJ 
~ ~ 

; . . 
'\A:~~~" ~i~~~ ~~~ 

~ And who does more wrong than he 

who invents a lie against God or rejects 

the Truth when it reaches him? Is there 

not a home in Hell for those who reject 

Faith?~ 

b. Arrogance and pride in spite of belief 

Its proof is in the words of Allah the 

Exalted: 
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~ And behold, We said to the angels: 

"Bow down to Adam:" and they bowed 

down: not so Iblis: he refused and was 

haughty: he was of those who reject 

Faith. ~ 

c. Associating Others with Allah 

This is k:ufr of opinion. Its proof is in the 

words of Allah the Exalted: 

~{ t..aj • l~t 0~ :y ~i ~f ~ J~ ~ (.~ ~\!; JAJ ~ j;o.;j " 
~~ ;j J~ * \:la~~ ~ I~ ~~ti j; )! ~_,_,~ ;;)J ~~ ~t:J1 
" ~/ !lt" / ,. ~ :a4bf . ,. ~ '-'( l /. ;qji;.. ll\.1/ ~;/ ~~f ~ .. ~ d , 

. .) ~ ~ " ~ ~ . f ~ ~, . r' JJ - JA J , , , 

'rV-'r~: ~~ 

~ He went into his garden in a state (of 

mind) unjust to his soul: He said, "I 

deem not that this will ever perish, nor 

do I deem that the Hour (of Judgment) 

will (ever) come: even if I am brought 

back to my Lord, I shall surely find 

(there) something better in exchange." 
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His companion said to him, in the 

course of the argument with him: "Dost 

thou deny Him Who created thee out of 

dust, then out of a sperm -drop, then 

fashioned thee into a man?" ~ 

d. Shunning or Turning A way 

-. _u,- , - , ~~r ~-:i.y ~' ~~.t~·· ~- -.. ~ ~- ~~-~' ,:ii;;. ~ , 4J!, J ~ 4.1'- J IT . • •. J 4.JI') J J 
" , , ; • J , • ,,. 

,., : J~~\ n wj;Pp 'JJ~i w 'J~ 
, 

~ We created not the heavens and the 

earth and all between them but for just 

ends, and for a term appointed: but 

those who reject Faith tum away from 

that whereof they are warned. ) 
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e. Hypocrisy 

Its proof IS 1n the words of Allah the 

Exalted: 
,., .... 0 ,., .... JJ .... J ,. 0 ... / J 0 .... ,; ... 

" 0 J - • , " 
0 

J • • • I i I ~ ~ ~ ~. I J ;.<' " :.. I ~, I - • J f'"~y , s I '~ " 
~ :1 ~ ~_,.... 4.S"- c: Jr- ~ pl.jjr ('iJ : ~ 

~ : ~ _,Ai\.ol.l 

~ That is because they believed, then 

they rejected Faith: so a seal was set on 

their hearts: therefore they understand 

not.~ 

2. Minor Kufr That Does Not Take One Out 

of Islam 

This is ingratitude for the favors of Allah. 

Its proof is in the words of Allah the Exalted: 

'II J ,., ""' Jo t ' • ~ " , ' , ' , • .... ,. JS' .} 1~) lfj J) ~'-! a~:'J?; ~~ :.:..J\5' 4t:,J ~ 4.UI yf;p J'' 
, 

• .... .... , J .; , , , ,... , ... 0 , , "' , 

I ~IS' 4, J·.:~..., . .L, \.J A.UI t:.il~\i .ull J'L ~, ~~· ~~ Y : , r J ~_,...- ~ ., T , ~ : ~ ~ 
,,, :~I"~~ 
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~ God sets forth a Parable: a city 

enjoying security and quiet, abundantly 

supplied with sustenance from every 

place: yet was it ungrateful for the 

favours of God: so God made it taste of 

hunger and terror (in extremes) (closing 

in on it) like a garment (from every side), 

because of the (evil) which (its people) 

wrought.~ 

(1\.n-Na\\\ \ ()·. \\ '2.) 

~W~I ~1 ~;.c;J ~ ~~ ~ IJ~ ~!J ;~L \.4 Y J ju(," 
, ,.. ,.. ,. .,. , ,. .,. ,,.. ,. 

,. t : ~'.r.! " )\£) ~ ~ 
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~ And He giveth you of all that ye ask 

for. But if ye count the favours of God, 

never will ye be able to number them. 

Verily, man is given up to injustice and 

ingratitude.~ 
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Hypocrisy Is of Two Kinds 

1. Hypocrisy of Belief 

a. Accusing the Prophet of lying or 

disbelieving him. 

b. Accusing some of what the Prophet said 

as being lies and disbelieving it. 

c. Hating the Prophet. 

d. Hating the orders that came with the 

Prophet. 

e. Delighting in the degradation of the 

Prophet. 

f. Abhorring the victory of Allah's 

religion. 

The one who has these six kinds of 

hypocrisy is destined to the lowest rank of Hell. 

May Allah forbid us from hypocrisy and discord. 
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2. Hypocrisy of Deeds 

a. If he speaks, he lies. 

b. If he quarrels with someone, he 

overdoes it. 

c. If he pledges, he breaks his pledge. 

d. If he is entrusted with something, he 

betrays his trust. 

e. If he promises, he breaks his promise. 

And the full knowledge is with Allah the 

Exalted and Glorified. May Allah bless the 

Prophet, his family, and his Compan1ons. 15 

The Sheikh of Islam Ibn Al-Qaiyim (May 

Allah make his grave light) said about the two 

kinds of taw hid: 

It is a great benefit for those who know the 

two kinds of tawhid: the spoken, theoretical 

tawhid; and the intended, practical tawhid. 

The first kind is proved in Surat Al-Ikhla~: 

15 Muhammad bin 'Abdul-Wahhab. 
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, , , , """" ... ,, "' - "" , • J 

("<" 4J . ~~ ~I * :U , ~I :u; :I * ~I ;_u, • l;.i 4ll1 ~, Ji " _,- ~ ("" J y.. ("" J ~- (""" .JA 

d'~~~ " rJ;..f 

~ Say: He is God, the One and Only; 

God, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth 

not, nor is He begotten; and there is 

none like unto Him.~ 

The second is proved in Surat Al-Kafin1n: 

* ~f ~ ~ J~~ ~i ~J * ~ J4J ~ ~i ~ * ~ /}\SJI ~ ~ ji " 
11 ~~ j) ~:~ ~ • ~f ~ ~ J~~ ~t ~) • ~~ ~ ~~ ui ~) 

"" "' , ; , 

~J}\SJI 

~ Say: 0 ye that reject Faith! I worship 

not that which ye worship, nor will ye 

worship that which I worship. And I 

will not worship that which ye have 

been wont to worship, nor will ye 

worship that which I worship. To you be 

your Way, and to me mine.' 
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Also the proof of the first is in His words: 
,.. """ , "' "' l "" "'"' J ,fl ... . ,, 

J~lJ ~C!J ~1}.! J! JJI ~ J ~! J;i ~ J ~4 ~\& l_,l}" 

~ ~~ ~ ~ J~:~'' ~Jf ~J:; :fJ ~; ~} ~J ~i~'J y fo!) 
... , , J " 

',., : o.~~'" ~J~ 41 :;.;J ~4~~ :L'-i ~ J~ 

~ Say ye: "We believe in God, and the 

revelation given to us, and to Abraham, 

Isma 'il, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and 

that given to Moses and Jesus, and that 

given to (all) Prophets from their Lord: 

we make no difference between one and 

another of them: and we bow to God (in 

Islam)."' 

And the second type is proved in: 
"" " , .. , , .J ,. "' "" .... .... • J 

~ 4.UI 'll ~ 'Ji • ~~·: C ~( / J.:JS' Jl (\W ~\iSJI l~f \J li " J • . ~J .. .J-1 ~ / • y . / 4T' • (,)"' 
/ / / 

0 J. , ,... , / - J • ,. , " "' , "" 

ly__,M ljlJi IJ\i ~~ IJJ~ J ~4) 1'~! , ~JjQ~ ~ 'l) ~ ~ .!l;:J 
/ / 

/ / . 
"\ t : IJI~ JT " iJ ~ U4 'J=~\1 

~ Say: "0 People of the Book! Come to 

common terms as between us and you: 

that we worship none but God; that we 
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associate no partners with Him; that we 

erect not, from among ourselves, lords 

and patrons other than God." If then 

they tum back, say ye: "Bear witness 

that we (at least) are Muslims (bowing 

to God's Will)."~ 

\_1\.\ 'lmian ~·. 64) 

This is why the Prophet (peace and 

blessings be upon him) recited these two surahs in 

the Sunnah of and the Sunnah of Maghrib and in 

the two rak'ahs of tawaf(circumambulation of the 

Ka 'bah). He also recited them in the Sunnah of 

Fajr because they embrace both the theoretical and 

practical tawhid. 

The theoretical tawhid 1s based on 

confirming that perfection is Allah' s, deeming 

Him far above any faults, and eliminating any 

anthropomorphic elements in our concept of 

Allah. 
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The practical taw hid ·is based on purifying 

the intention through love, fear, pleading, 

depending on Allah for support, turning to Him in 

repentance, turning to Him for help and salvation, 

and worshiping Him alone with heart, tongue, and 

limbs. 

Allah sent His messengers and His books 

with these two types of tawhid. The creatures 

nearest to Allah are those who believe and apply 

them in theory and practice. This is why the 

messengers (May Allah bless them all) were the 

creatures nearest to Allah. The closest in entreaty 

were the Messengers of Firm Resolution [Nuh, 

Ibrahim, Musa, 'Isa, and Muhammad], and the 

closest were the two Friends of Allah [Ibrahim 

and Isma' il], and the Seal of the Prophets was the 

master of Adam's sons and the most noble for the 

completeness of his worship and his admission of 

the Oneness and Uniqueness of Allah. 

Thus, the religion relies on these two 

principles, and clarifying them is a very important 

issue. Allah the Glorified explained them clearly 
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through logic, traditions, instincts., contemplation, 

theory, and examples. 

He the Glorified proved the two principles 

in diverse ways so that the true hearts and pure 

natures could know them as if they were seeing 

them with their eyes that have no obstacle in 

seeing the sun, moon, stars, earth, and sky. This, 

to the insight, has the rank of the eyesight. 

The influence of the interpretation of 

tawhid that is based on the theory and knowledge 

was easier to accept than the influence of tawhid 

that is based on the practical and intended. Thus, 

the basics of taw hid were abolished and the basics 

of denying the attributes of Allah and joining 

other gods with Him appeared. This is why shirk 

and the denial of the attributes of Allah are 

inseparable. The leader of those mushrikun who 

denied the attributes of Allah is the Pharaoh, for 

he is the commander of everyone who joined gods 

or denied the attributes till the Day of 

Resurrection. In contrast, the leaders of those who 
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believed in the Oneness and Uniqueness of Allah 

are Ibrahim and Muhammad (peace be on them). 16 

So, dear Muslim brother and sister, beware 

of imposing interpretations on the meanings of 

taw hid that were proved through the Qur' an and 

the Sunnah, the words of the Imams and the 

righteous predecessors of the ummah. Beware of 

those who misinterpret the words or those who 

change what they were told. It is worth knowing 

that in our current days, when a Muslim is faced 

with any laws other than those of Allah, or if 

allegiances other than Islam are imposed on him 

and he is in a weak condition unable to move to 

any other place and cannot change his condition, 

then, the least he can do to be certain of his faith is 

to let Allah know that he is dissatisfied from the 

depth of his heart. The proof of such detestation in 

the heart is detaching himself and abstaining from 

participating in such deeds. This does not mean 

seclusion from life, for he is inevitably under the 

16 Ibn Qayim Al-Jawziyah, A~-.}_awd 'iq AI-Mursalah 'ala AI-Jahrn(vah 
wa Al-Mu 'a!JJ/ah 
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umbrella of the ignorant sovereignty because of 

his weak position. However, detachment means 

abandoning any support for the tyrant powers that 

displaced the laws of Allah from life and not 

participating with them. This will necessarily need 

dismissing the secular systems that separate 

religion from life. Every Muslim is asked to do 

this or else there will not be any faith - not even 

a grain - beyond this. Allah's Messenger ~. said, 

"There was no prophet sent by Allah to his people 

before me but he had followers and companions 

from his people. They followed his attitudes and 

were led by him. Then, afterwards, came people 

who succeeded them and who said what they did 

not do and did what they were not asked to do. 

The one who fights against them by his hands is a 

faithful believer, and the one who fights against 

them by his tongue is a true believer, and who 

fights against them by his heart is a true believer. 

There is no grain of faith beyond this." 17 

17 M 1' · . us tm. 
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After Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased 

with him) mentioned that the Christians had 

abandoned the laws of the Inj il (the Book revealed 

to 'Isa [Jesus]) and that their kings had changed 

the religion of' I sa, he advised us that if anything 

like this took place in our communities to let 

Allah know from the depth of our hearts that we 

detest such a thing. 18 

The detestation of the heart was called jihad 

by the Messenger ~. It will not be truly jihad 

unless it is a genuine detestation free of any 

acquiescence or surrender or happiness by 

favoring safety. 

Allah's Messenger ~ said, " ... then if one 

detests, he is free; and if one denies, he is safe, but 

if one accepts, he is following."19 

18 Its meaning was narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim from Ibn Mas'ud in a 
suspended (maquf> chain of transmission (i.e. one that does not go 
back to the Prophet r). 

19 Muslim. 
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CHAPTER 2 

ISLAM: THE FAITH OF THE 
FOLLOWERS OF SUNNAH BY 
WHICH WE SAVE OURSELVES 

FROM ERROR AND INNOVATIONS 

The creed of the righteous Predecessors is the 

pure Sunnah and the practice of those who 

followed the Prophet~ in the first three centuries 

of Islamic rule. 

Allah the Glorified says: 
, - • .,., oJ. ,. ""' 

Jl ~;i ~1 <.;, J ~ ~ ~! c..:J I~ ly~ J ;, ~ ~l~ I}~ ~~I lJl" 
" ~ J•• ~ ~ - ,_ 

'0 1\ : ~W~I" IJ~ ly~ ~~·:~!~~I 

~ As for those who divide their religion 

and break up into sects, thou hast no 

part in them in the least: their affair is 

with God: He will in the end tell them 

the truth of all that they did. , 

~~\-~nam6·. \S()) 
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~ Tum ye back in repentance to Him, 

and fear Him: establish regular prayers, 

and be not ye among those who join 

gods with God, -Those who split up 

their Religion, and become (mere) 

Sects, -each party rejoicing in that 

which is with itself! ~ 

~A..t-R\lm 3\r. 3 \-31) 

~~ ;j ~1 * ~ ~ )1'j. ~J i~IJ ~f :r\!11 ~ ~ ~~ ~J" 
~~IJ ~I~~~·~ ~~ti ~ ~:,:: ~1 J ~~j\;.. ~~J d._, 

''~-''": ~JA"~i 

~ "If thy Lord had so willed, He could 

have made mankind one People: but 

they will not cease to dispute, except 

those on whom thy Lord hath bestowed 

His Mercy: and for this did He create 

them: and the Word of thy Lord shall be 
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fulfilled: "I will fill Hell with jinns and 

men all together."~ 

\\\\.\0.\ \ ·. \ \~-\ \9) 
~ J "" , • J• "' . J , "" "' , • .... 

~I 0

• <:'•It:. .u.ll ~ I } <"~I I -~ ·.:: ~ ~ .t..lJI l •;.... I ~ a ; CI " . ~ , );' J .J ~ J ., . , ift'-. Jo , J , , , 
0 "" , ..1 ,; "' J .JJ • , ~ J 

~p ~ Js- ~J u1Y,! ~~ ~tt ~yli ~ ~\i ~~~i ~ 
" .; ,., , "" J ,., , } .,; $ ,, J ,,, 

" 0 J~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~I ~ ~~ lfZ ~ ljj{j 1d1 ;; 

'• ,- : ~~~ JT 

~ And hold fast, all together, by the 

Rope which God (stretches out for you), 

and be not divided among yourselves; 

and remember with gratitude God's 

favour on you; for ye were enemies and 

He joined your hearts in love, so that by 

His Grace, ye became brethren; and ye 

were on the brink of the Pit of Fire, and 

He saved you from it. Thus doth God 

make His Signs clear to you: that ye 

may be guided. ) 
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u....:.., . ·~ ·_ <'. :r~ ~ ,~u , , i~ ~J~ ; ~~~~a~·~ t.. \'~ 1JA ~fJ~ " 
,.,,.. . t,.T r ..r-~ . J-·- .. ., ~ ..;-;-

.... ,., ., , 
/ J ,. , .. , J / 

'or : ~w'lt" ~J~ ~ ~ ~~J ~~ 

~ Verily, this is My Way, leading 

straight: follow it: follow not (other) 

paths: they will scatter you about from 

His (great) Path: thus doth He command 

you, that ye may be righteous. ~ 

~P\.\-~n am (Y. \53) 

The Prophet ~ said, "The Children of Israel 

separated themselves into seventy-two sects and 

my people will be divided into seventy-three sects. 

All of the sects will be doomed to Hell except 

one." The Companions said, "Who is this sect, 0 

Messenger of Allah?" He said, "What is according 

to me and my Companions. "20 In another narration 

he said, "The group."21 And in another narration 

he said, "It is the group."22 And in yet another he 

20 At-Tirmidhi, no. 2642. 
21 Taken by Ibn Majah, Al-Lalika'i, and Ibn Abi 'Asim from 'Auf bin 

Malik. 
22 Ahmad, vol. 3, p. 145. 
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said, "The great majority,"23 that is to say, the pure 

Sunnah. 

Among the best writings on the principles of 

the followers of the Sunnah and the Group (i.e. the 

Companions) that summarize the established 

principles and the handed-down creed are those 

mentioned by Professor Nasir bin 'Abdul-Karim 

AI- 'Aqe4
, transmitted from the Predecessors. 

They are what he (may Allah forgive him) wrote 

in his book Mujmal U~ul Ahl As-Sunnah wa Al

Jamii 'ah fi AI- 'Aqfdah (The Sum of the Principles 

of the People of the Sunnah and the Group in the 

Creed). 

23 Ibn Abi 'Asim, vol. 1, p. 36. 
24 A co-professor in the Department of Creed and Contemporary 

Schools in the Faculty of Usul Ad-Din (Principles of Religion), 
Riyadh. He has several books, among which are Man Tashabah bi 
Qaum fa Huwa minhum (If One Imitates People He is Considered 
One of Them),· Mafhum Ahl As-Sunnah wa AI-Jamci 'ah (The Concept 
of the People of the Sunnah and the Group),· Mujmal U!i_ul Ahl As
Sunnah wa Al-Jamd 'ah fi AI- 'Aqidah (The Sum of the Principles of 
the People of the Sunnah and the Group in the Creed). 
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The linguistic meaning of "'aqidah" 

(creed) 

In the Arabic language it means binding, 

authenticating, connecting firmly and binding 

strongly. 

As a technical term 

As a technical term, "'aqidah" means the 

undoubted faith that is not shaken in the heart and 

mind of the believer. 

The Islamic creed means the firm conviction 

and absolute belief in Allah the Exalted, the 

admission of His Oneness and Uniqueness, and 

the obedience of Him that He deserves. The creed 

also includes belief in His angels, Books, 

messengers, the Day of Judgment, qadr, and the 

knowledge and definite things of the Unknown 

that are proven (by the Qur'an and Sunnah), 

whether they are acknowledged intellectually or 

by deeds. 
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The Predecessors are the fore of this 

ummah. They were the Companions and 

Followers (the generation after the Companions) 

and the imams of the guided in the best three 

centuries. Whoever follows them and adheres to 

their way in any time is called a follower of the 

Predecessors. 

The People of the Sunnah and the Group 
are those who do as the Prophet :i and his 

Companions used to do. They are called the 

People of the Sunnah because they adhere to it 

and abide by the practices and actions of the 

Prophet ~. They are called the Group because 

they joined around the Truth and did not separate 

in religion and joined around the imams of Truth 

and did not rebel against them. They followed 

what the Predecessors agreed on. 

Being the followers of the Sunnah of the 

Messenger ~ and the followers of his example, 

they were called the People of Hadith, the People 

of the Tradition, the People of the Followers, the 

Victorious Sect, and the Saved Sect. 
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First: The Rules and Principles in the 
Way of Learning and Reasoning 

I. The source of the creed is the Book of Allah 

(the Qur~an) and the correct Sunnah of the 

Prophet r and what the righteous 

Predecessors agreed on. 

2. It is necessary to accept everything that was 

proved correct of the Sunnah of the Prophet, 

even if it is unique. 

3. The references to be consulted in 

understanding the Qur'an and Sunnah are the 

explanatory texts and the understanding of 

the righteous Predecessors and the imams 

who succeeded them and who followed their 

practices. For pure probable linguistic 

interpretations, references should be 

consulted for what is known to be correct of 

the Arabic language yet does not contradict 

with the proven. 

4. All the principles of religion were clearly 

explained by the Prophet ~ and no one has 
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the right to innovate anything and claim it to 

be in the religion. 

5. One must submit fully to Allah and His 

Messenger ~inwardly and outwardly so that 

one should not object to anything mentioned 

in the Qur' an or the sound Sunnah, whether 

by analogy, sense, or the word of a sheikh or 

an 1mam. 

6. The sincere intellect agrees with the sound 

transmission of hadiths, and they do not 

contradict at all. If there is any suspicion of a 

contradiction, the transmission takes 

precedence. 

7. It is obligatory that the juristic terms of creed 

be used and that the innovated terms be 

avoided. The precise words that are apt to be 

misunderstood should have their meanings 

searched. The correct meaning is to be 

proved by its juristic term and the incorrect 

meaning is to be avoided completely. 
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8. Infallibility is established for the Prophet ~' 

and the whole ummah should restrain itself 

from agreeing on falsehood. However, there 

is no infallibility for the minority. What the 

imams and others disagree on should be 

sought in the Qur' an and Sunnah, and the 

mujtahiti5 who commits a mistake is to be 

excused. 

9. In the ummah, there are spokesmen who are 

inspired. The good vision is true and is part 

of prophethood, and genuine insight is true. 

These are miracles and good signs so long as 

they do not contradict with religion, but they 

are not to be considered a source of creed or 

jurisprudence. 

10. Dispute is disparaged in Islam, while a 

fruitful argument is favored. If it is proved 

that the Prophet r refused to talk about 

25 A mujtahid (plural: mujtahidun) is one who strives to form an 
independent opinion on a question of jurisprudence when there is no 
text in the Qur'an or hadith on the question. Only certain scholars are 
qualified to be mujtahidun. (editor) 
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something, this should be respected. One 

should not discuss what he as a Muslim has 

no knowledge about, and he should leave it 

to Allah, Who has full knowledge about it. 

11. One must adhere to the manner of the 

revelation in replying, as in belief and 

determination. Thus, any innovation should 

not be opposewith another, and any 

exceeding of proper bounds should not be 

opposed with exaggeration. 

12. Every novelty in the religion is a bid 'ah 

(innovation) and every bid' ah is error, and 

every error is doomed to Hell. 

77 



The Path to Paradise (At-Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

Second: Theoretical Tawhid Based on 
Knowledge and Belief 

1. The principle concerning the names and 

attributes of Allah is to affirm what Allah 

affirmed about Himself and what the 

Messenger ~ affirmed about Him without 

comparing Him to any of His creatures and 

without modification; to deny what Allah 

denied about Himself and what the 

Messenger ;i denied about Him without any 

distortion or denial of any of His attributes, 

as Allah the Exalted says: 
, ~ 0 , ,. 

' ' • ~ 11 " ~ .1;.11 ~\ ~, • ~, ~ ~ . •tu loS .)y- ~ ~ JA J ~ ~ ~ tJ"'!f' 

~ . .. there is nothing whatever like unto 

Him, and He is the One That hears and 

sees (all things). ~ 

Together with this, to believe in the 

meanings of the words of the texts and wha~ 

they indicate. 
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2. Any comparison of Allah to His creatures or 

any denial of His names and attributes is 

kufr. As for the distortion that the innovators 

call interpretation, some of it is kufr, such as 

the interpretations of the Batniyah [who give 

hidden meanings]; and some of it is bid' ah 

and error, such as the interpretations of those 

who deny the attributes of Allah; and the rest 

is mistake. 

3. Belief in the unity of existence or belief in 

the incarnation of Allah in any of His 

creatures or His union in them is kufr that 

takes ones out of the religion. 

4. One must believe in the honorable angels as 

a whole, but detailed belief is based on what 

is proved correct of their names, attributes, 

and missions. 

5. One must believe in all the revealed Books 

and believe that the Holy Qur' an is the best 

of them, that it abrogates all the others, and 

that all the scriptures that preceded it were 
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distorted. Thus, the Qur'an is to be followed 

rather than any books that came before it. 

6. One must believe in the messengers and 

prophets of Allah (peace be on them all) and 

that they are superior to other humans. 

Whoever claims other than this commits kufr. 

Any sound proof of them must be believed in 

as a source. One must believe in the prophets 

and messengers as a whole and that 

Muhammad ~ is the greatest and the final 

one, and that Allah sent him to all humanity. 

7. One must believe that after the death of 

Muhammad ~ the revelation stopped and 

that he is the Seal of the Prophets and 

Messengers. The one who believes other than 

that commits kufr. 

8. One must believe in the Day of Resurrection 

and in all the sound narrations concerning it 

and in its signs and portents. 

9. One must believe that qadr, whether good or 

bad, is from Allah the Exalted by believing 
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that Allah the Exalted knows what is to 

happen before it happens and that He wrote 

all this in the Preserved Tablet. What Allah 

wants to happen will happen, and what He 

does not want to happen will not. Thus, 

nothing will take place without His will, and 

He the Exalted has power over all. He is the 

Creator of everything and the Doer of all He 

intends. 

1 0. One must believe in those things of the 

Unseen about which there is sound evidence 

from the Prophet r or the Qur' an, such as 

Allah's throne, Paradise, Hell, the bliss or 

torture of the grave, the Sirat (the road over 

Hellfire), the scale, and other things, without 

interpreting any of them. 

11. One must believe in the intercession of the 

Prophet Muhammad, the other prophets, the 

angels, and the righteous people and others 

on the Day of Resurrection, as was explained 

in detail in the sound references. 
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12. It is undoubted that the faithful believers will 

see their Lord on the Day of Resurrection, in 

Paradise, and on the Day of Gathering (i.e., 

Judgment). The one who denies or interprets 

this deviates, and this vision is not available 

to anyone in the earthly life. 

13. The miracles of the pious Muslims and holy 

people are true, yet not every supernatural 

event is a miracle. It can be a temptation or 

out of the effect of the devils and liars. The 

criterion in this issue is its agreement with 

the Qur'an and Sunnah. 

14. All the true believers are close to Allah, and 

every Muslim is close in proportion to his or 

her faith. 
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Third: Practical Tawhid 
Based on Worship 

I. Allah the Exalted is One. He has no partner 

in deity and power, and no one shares with 

Him in His names and attributes. He is the 

Lord of all the worlds and He alone deserves 

all kinds of worship. 

2. Doing any kind of worship such as 

supplicating, appealing for aid, sacrificing, 

vowing, depending on someone, pleading, 

feeling awe or love, and so forth - for 

anyone other than Allah is shirk, no matter 

what the aim is, and whether this person is a 

king, a prophet, a pious person, or any other 

person. 

3. Among the principles of worship is that 

Allah the Exalted is to be worshiped with 

love, awe, and hope together. Worshiping 

Him with only one of them is error. Some 

scholars said that the one who worships 
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Allah with love alone, or with awe alone, or 

with hope alone deviates from the religion. 

4. The submission to, acceptance of, and full 

obedience to Allah and His Messenger ~' 

and the belief in Allah as a Judge are on an 

equal footing with the belief in Him as a 

deity and a supreme power so that no one 

shares with Him in His judgment or reign. 

Thus, legislating what Allah did not permit, 

seeking the judgment of false gods, and 

following other than Muhammad's religion 

or changing any of it is kufr. The one who 

claims that he can free himself from such 

obligations is a kajir (disbeliever). 

5. Judging by other than what Allah revealed is 

a major kufr, and sometimes it is just short of 

kufr. For the first means accepting and 

permitting laws other than Allah' s, while the 

second is dropping the laws of Allah in a 

certain incident for a certain interest although 

one is committed to Allah's laws. 
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6. Dividing religion to distinguish the upper 

class, making laws that obligate the masses 

but not the upper class, and separating 

politics from religion is false. Everything that 

contradicts the divine laws, whether it be the 

state of affairs, politics, or any other thing is 

either kufr or error, according to its degree. 

7. No one knows ·the future and the Unseen 

except Allah alone. The belief that anyone 

other than Allah knows the future is kufr. 

One must believe that Allah permitted some 

of His Messengers to know part of the 

Unseen. 

8. The belief that astrologers and fortunetelier~ 

tell the truth is kufr, and going to them and 

seeking their aid is a major sin. 

9. The means of supplicating that were ordereo 

in the Qur'an are what makes one close tc: 

Allah the Exalted through the obedience He 

ordered. 
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Supplication is of three kinds: 

Allowed: It is supplicating Allah by His 

names and attributes, or by doing a good 

deed, or by the du 'a' (supplication) of a 

pious living person. 

Innovated (bid" ah): It is entreating Allah 

by things that are not mentioned in Islamic 

law, such as entreating by the souls of the 

prophets or pious people, or by their favors, 

powers, and honors, etc. 

Shirk: It is making use of the dead as 

intercessors in worship and entreating them 

for favors or aid. 

l Blessing ( barakah) is from Allah the 

Exalted, and He bestows it on whomever He 

likes and it is not proved in anything except 

by evidence. Blessing is the abundance of 

goodness and its increase, or its constancy 

and pennanence. Blessing is at certain times, 

such as on the Night of Qadr; in places, such 

as at the three mosques [the Haram in 
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Makkah, the Prophet's Mosque in Madi'nah, 

and Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem]; in things 

such as the water of Zamzam; and in deeds, 

for every good action is blessed. 

It is also found in persons such as the 

prophets. It is not permitted to seek blessing 

in people or their artifacts, except in the 

Prophet and his artifacts, for there was no 

sound proof except for seeking blessing in 

him. Yet this ended at his death and the end 

of his deeds. 

11. Blessing is one of the things that Allah gave 

us information about. There is no blessing of 

any kind except that which is proven by the 

Qur'an and Sunnah. 

12. The actions of people in graveyards and their 

visiting there are of three kinds: 

Allo: This is visiting the graves to remind 

oneself of the Hereafter and to greet their 

inhabitants and pray for them. 
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Innovated: This contradicts the complete 

tawhid. It is shirk when the intention of 

worshiping Allah and approaching Him is 

done at the graves or with the intention of 

seeking the blessing of the dead, donating the 

reward to them, building over them, putting 

cement or I ights over them, or making them 

mosques that people go to, or any other 

disapproved thing that has no basis in 

religious law. 

Shirk: This contradicts tawhid, and it is 

offering any kind of worship to the one 

buried in the grave, such as supplicating him, 

seeking his aid, going around the grave, 

vowing or sacrificing to him, and so forth. 

13. Means of supplication are judged by their 

intentions. Every means of shirk or for 

innovating in religion must be stopped, for 

every novelty in religion is bid'ah and every 

bid' ah is error. 
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Fourth: lman (Faith) 

1. Faith is words and deeds, which increase or 

decrease. It is the speech of the heart and 

tongue, and the deeds of the heart, tongue, 

and limbs. The words of the heart are the 

belief and acceptance. The words of the 

tongue are admission. The deeds of the heart 

are submission, loyalty, acceptance, love, and 

the will to do good deeds. The deeds of the 

limbs are doing what they were ordered by 

Allah to do and abstaining from wrongdoing. 

2. The one who excludes deeds from faith 

deviates, and the one who adds things to the 

religion is a false innovator. 

3. The one who does not admit that there is no 

god but Allah and that Muhammad is His 

servant and messenger is not a believer, and 

he is not proved to have faith in the earthly 

life or in the Hereafter. 
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4. Islam and iman (faith) are legal terms that 

have general and particular aspects. The 

people of the qiblah are called Muslims. 

5. The one who commits a major sin does not 

leave imaa, for in the earthly life he is a 

believer who has weak faith and in the 

Hereafter he is under the will of Allah. If 

Allah wants to forgive him, He will; and if 

He wants to torture him, He will. All those 

who believe in the tawhid of Allah are 

destined to Paradise, and if some are to be 

tortured in Hell, they will not be in it forever. 

6. It is not permitted to say that anyone who 

prays to Allah in the direction of the qiblah is 

destined to Paradise or Hell unless it was 

proved in the Qur' an or S unnah. 

7. Kufr in the legal sense is of two kinds: major 

kufr that takes one out from the religion, and 

minor kufr that does not take one out from 

the religion and is sometimes called practical 

kufr. 
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8. An accusation of kufr is a legal judgment that 

should be judged by the Qur' an and Sunnah. 

No Muslim is to be accused of being an 

unbeliever for his words or actions unless 

there is a leg~l proof of this. The judgment of 

kufr does not hold for words or deeds unless 

four conditions exist and there were no 

objections.26 

26 "Only if you see a disclosed kufr of which you have evidence from 
Allah." Part of a hadith narrated by Muslim. 
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Fifth: The Qur'an and the 
Words of Allah 

1. The Qur'an is the words of Allah, and its 

letters and meanings are sent from Allah and 

are not created. It is a miracle that proves the 

truth of what the Prophet ~ said, and it is 

preserved till the Day of Resurrection. 

2. Allah the Exalted says whatever He wants 

whenever He wants. His words are a fact that 

has letters and voice, yet we have no 

knowledge of how this happens and we are 

not to go into the subject. 

3. The claim that Allah's words are a 

psychological meaning or that the Qur' an is a 

tale, a mode of expression, a metaphor, an 

emanation, or any other thing is error, 

deviation, and kufr. 

4. Whoever denies anything of the Qur'an or 

claims that it is lacking, excessive, or 

distorted is a kafir. 

92 



The Path to Paradise (At- Tariq ila Al-Janna~) 

5. The Qur'an must be explained according to 

what is known of the manner of the righteous 

Predecessors. It is not to be explained by 

mere viewpoints, for that is fabricating lies 

against Allah without knowledge. 

Interpreting it by secret meanings and 

metaphors is kufr. 
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Sixth: Qadr (Divine Decree) 

1. Among the principles of faith is the belief 

that destiny or qadr, whether good or bad, is 

from Allah the Exalted. It includes the belief 

in all the manifestations and ranks of destiny 

(knowledge of Allah's scriptures, Allah's 

will and creation) and that no one prevents 

what Allah destines or reviews His judgm.ent. 

2. The will and order that were mentioned in the 

Qur'an and Sunnah are of two kinds: 

a) A universal and fatalist will (meaning 

volition) and a universal and fatalist 

command. 

b) A legal will (needs love) and a legal 

command. 

A creature has a will and volition, but they 

follow the will and volition of Allah. 

3. The guidance of people or their going astray 

is in Allah's hands. Some are guided by 

Allah as a grace, and some justly deserve to · 

stray. 
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4. People and their actions are among the 

creatures of Allah, the Only Creator, for He 

is the Creator of the actions of humans and 

they are the doers. 

5. The wisdom of Allah's actions is confirmed, 

and it is proved that the effects of causes are 

by the will of Allah. 

6. Destinies are written, the sustenance and 

blessings of Allah are already allocated, and 

happiness and misery are destined to people 

before they are created. 

7. Crises and pains are to be attributed to the 

divine decree, yet they are not an excuse for 

sins and wrongdoing, for one has to repent of 

them and is blamed for committing them. 

8. Concentration on causes is a kind of shirk in 

tawhid, and the complete turning away of 

causes belittles the divine laws. Denying the 

effects of causes contradicts the divine laws 

and reason. Depending on Allah does not 

contradict making efforts. 
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Seventh: The Group 
and Leadership 

1. The Group, in this context, is the 

Companions of Allah's Prophet ~ and those 

who follow them rightly and adhere to their 

traditions till the Day of Resurrection. They 

are the group that will be saved, and whoever 

adheres to their ways is a member of the 

group, even if he errs in some parts. 

2. It is not permitted for the Muslims to be 

disunited in religion. Discord between 

Muslims is not allowed. The issues that the 

Muslims disagree upon should be returned to 

the judgment of the Qur' an and Sunnah and 

what the righteous Predecessors followed. 

3. The one who leaves the group is to be 

advised, called back, and reasoned with by 

good sense and justification. If he repents, he 

is excused, or else he is to have what he 

deserves according to Islamic law. 
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4. People are obligated to the established issues 

mentioned in the Qur' an, the Sunnah, and 

agreement of the majority of the Muslims. It 

is not right to confuse the public with subtle 

issues and profound vague meanings. 

5. The Muslim is assumed to have good 

intention and belief until the opposite is 

proved. The appropriate assumption is to 

interpret one's intentions as sincere. If one 

shows stubbornness or bad intentions, it is 

not permitted to judge him. 

6. The party of Muslims who are out of the 

Sunnah is doomed to perdition and Hell, and 

they have the same judgment on them as the 

people who are threatened with Hell and the 

one who is an unbeliever secretly. The party 

of Muslims who rebel against Islam is 

considered unbelievers, and they are to be 

judged as apostates. 

7. The Friday congregational prayer and the 

commitment to the Group are among the 
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major manifest rites in Islam. Prayer behind 

(i.e. led by) a poor Muslim is sound, but to 

refrain from it claiming to be ignorant of his 

condition is a bid' ah. 

8. It is not permitted to pray behind (i.e. to be 

led in prayer by) an innovator or a profligate 

when it is possible to pray behind another 

Muslim. If such prayers are performed, they 

are accepted; yet, the one who leads the rest 

of the Muslims is charged with an offense 

unless he meant to avoid a major problem. If 

there is no other Muslim better than him, or if 

there is only the likes of him or worse, then 

his prayers are right and should not be 

denied. Praying behind someone who is 

judged an unbeliever is not correct or 

accepted. 

9. Greater leadership [e.g. of a nation] is settled 

through the agreement of the people or the 

pledge of allegiance to and agreement with 

those in power. The one who prevails over 
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the others till the people agree on him must 

be obeyed ingood. The people must advise 

him and must not rebel against him unless he 

displays clear kufr that Allah discloses to 

them. 

10. Prayers (salah), hajj, and jihad are obligatory 

with the leaders of the Muslims, even if they 

oppress. 

11. Fighting between Muslims for the sake of 

earthly benefits or the fanaticism ofjahiliyah 

(pre-Islamic ignorance) is forbidden and a 

major sin. Fighting is permitted against 

innovators and heretics and their likes only if 

they cannot be stopped by other means. It can 

be a necessity if the general interest and 

condition require this. 

12. All the honorable Companions were wise. 

They are the best of this ummah. The 

attestation of their faith and honor is an 

established principle of the religion, and 

loving them is a part of the religion and faith. 

Hating them is kufr and hypocrisy. We must 
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avoid discussing the misunderstandings 

between them or discussing things that can 

defame them. 

The best of them were Abu Bakr, 'Umar, 

'Uthman~ and 'Ali, for they were the rightly

guided caliphs and their caliphates were 

known for their organization. 

13. It is a part of the religion to love and respect 

the family of the Messenger ~' and to honor 
his wives, the Mothers of the Believers, and 

to know their merits. Also, one must respect 

the righteous Predecessors, the scholars of 

Sunnah and those who follow them, and 

avoid those who innovate and run after their 

own interests. 

14. Jihad for Allah's sake is the apex of Islam 

and will take place till the Last Hour. 

15. Enjoining good and forbidding evil form one 

of the greatest rites of Islam and are a means 

of preserving the society. They are necessary 

according to one's ability, and their benefit is 

for the general interest. 
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The Characteristics of the People of 
the Sunnah and the Group 

The followers of the Sunnah and the Group 

are the victorious party saved from Hell. Despite 

their differences among themselves, they have 

characteristics that distinguish them from others. 

1. Being devoted to Allah's Book (the Qur'an) 

by reciting it, learning it by heart, and 

studying its tafsir (explanation), along with 

devotion to the Prophetic hadiths by knowing 

and understanding them and distinguishing 

the sound from the faulty (for they are the 

sources of knowledge). Knowledge is 

followed by deeds. 

2. Entering the religion as a whole and having 

faith in the Qur' an as a whole. They believe 

in the texts that promise bliss, those that 

threaten torture, those that affirm tawhid and 

eliminate any human elements from Allah's 

nature, and those that glorify Him. They join 

their faith in qadr with their faith in the free 
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will and volition of Allah's servants and 

deeds, just as they join knowledge and 

worship, power and mercy, action with 

reasons and abstinence. 

3. Foil owing the appropriate examples and 

leaving innovations, detesting disunity and 

disagreement in religion. 

4. Emulating the examples and models of 

guidance who are to be followed in the fields 

of kno\vledge, work and da 'wah (calling 

people to Islam), i.e. the Companions and 

those who followed them. They disagree with 

and avoid anyone who opposes their way. 

5. Being moderate between exaggeration and 

negligence. Their actions and manners are 

moderate between the exaggerators and those 

who are neglectful. 

6. Being eager to gather the Muslims around the 

Truth and to unite them on tawhid and 

following the Prophet ~' and to drive away 
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anything that may cause dispute and 

disagreement. 

Thus, they are not distinguished from the 

rest of the ummah in the principles of 

religion by any name other than the Sunnah 

and the Group. They do not support any bond 

except Islam and the Sunnah, nor do they 

treat as an enemy anyone except one who is 

against the bond of Islam and the Sunnah. 

7. Calling people to Allah and enjoining good 

and forbidding evil. They call for jihad and to 

revive the Sunnah and revitalize the religion 

and to establish Allah's law and judgment in 

every aspect. 

8. Being just and fair, for they respect the right 

of Allah, not the right of a person or party. 

This is why they are not unjust to any friend · 

or foe, and they do not deprive anyone of his 

honor. 

9. Agreeing in their understandings and on their 

similarities despite the distances that separate 
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the countries and lands. This is a fruit of their 

single source and teachings. 

10. Showing kindness, mercy and good behavior 

to all people. 

11. Seeking the advice of Allah, His Qur'an, His 

Messenger, and the imams of Islam and the 

majority of the Muslims. 

12. Concerning themselves with the affairs of the 

Muslims and supporting them, giving them 

their rights and defending them from any 

harms.27 

27 The words of Dr. Nasir AI-'Aql. 
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CHAPTER 3 

ISLAM: AN IDENTITY THAT 
JOINS THE UMMAH 

The linguistic meaning of "huwiyah ", 

identity 

H awa, means to love; al-hawa bil qa§..r is 

passionate love, whether bad or good. From the 

same root come al-mahwan, the place of one's 

longing or object of desire, and istahwatahu ash

shaiyatfn, the temptation or enchantment of the 

devils. In the Qur'anic verse 
,. tl 0 0 ... 

rv ~'.r.!" ~~:~! 4.S~ ~81 ~ oJ.;jl ~lj" 

~ So fill the hearts of some among men 

towards them ~ 

it means to incline and favor. 

H awa also means to fall. A deep well is 

called hawiyah, from the verb hawa, to fall. 
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Huwiyah, identity, comes from the pronoun 

huwa, he, and means the reality of things or 

persons according to their personal attributes. 

From this comes the word huwiyah for an 

identification card. 

The meaning of huwiyah, identity, as a 

term 

With reference to a group, it is the center 

that gathers the ummah together. It is a magnetic 

pole that attracts the people. 

It is a common ground or factor within the 

ummah between the different spheres of society 

- politics, culture, sports, charity, and others

that work together to contribute to the ummah. 

With reference to an individual, it is a set of 

values that activate any person and kindle his 

enthusiasm and motivate his spirits, thus affecting 

his contributions to his society and his reactions to 

his surroundings. It reorganizes his soul and 

character, and through it, his aims are united, he 

saves himself from bewilderment and confusion, 
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and he abandons the individual spirit for 

teamwork. In addition, it makes his character 

stable, strong, and independent. Thus, it gives him 

a single coherent entity. 

The correspondence between the linguistic 

meaning and the technical term huwiyah 

0 Al-hawaiyah from the meaning to love, is the 

agent of love and inclination. 

0 Al-hawiyah from the meaning to fall, is related 

to love for it and inclination towards it. 

0 Huwiyah from hua is the identity of something 

or someone. 

0 The identity of any ummah from others is a 

message telling all about the essence of this 

community and its distinguishing 

characteristics. 
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It is also a source of attraction (a magnetic 

pole) that gathers the community around it. 28 

In order for the source of attraction to fulfill 

the description of an identity that gathers the 

people and unites them, this center or pole, 

and consequently this identity, has to be one, 

strong, and distinguished. 

0 One identity: There must not be multiple 

identities so that the community is not 

scattered around these identities, each branch 

of the community grouped around a different 

pole. For this leads to disunity and distraction, 

and thus the identity is deprived of its essence 

as an identity joining the community. 

0 Distinguished identity: The identity should 

be unique and distinguished from other 

identities, not combined with others. It should 

28 The identity answers, "Who are we? What do we love? What do our 
hearts incline to?" The answer is, "We are Muslims. We love Islam 
and our hearts incline to it." 
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be something completely different from any 

other identities. 

0 Strong identity: Every community has an 

identity that is its center and source of 

attraction that differs from that of other 

communities. If anyone tries to gather the 

people of any community around any elements 

other than what they like and tend to, he will 

fail. This failure will cause alienation by the 

loss of the sense of belonging to the whole, 

apathy towards public problems, and isolation 

from social affairs. 

But if the people are gathered around what 

they like and prefer and around what embodies its 

true essence - represented by one or more factors 

of attraction, such as nationality, patriotism, 

religion, inherited principles or any others29 
-

this community will remain coherent and solidary, 

29 The identity of Europe and its attraction pole consists of several 
factors: the Greco-Roman heritage, Judea -Christian heritage, the 
principles of the Renaissance, the principles of the free world, the 
civilization of the White man, and Western beliefs. 
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even if different likes and preferences exist in its 

various parts. The solidarity of any community is 

achieved by three factors. 

1. The presence of a collective identity that 

realizes the attraction and collection 

around it. 

2. The achievement of participation of the 

people with the people of power in 

government. 

3. The stability30 of the values on which the 

society is established and by which the 

character of any person is determined and his 

behavior is organized. 

30 The failure in the world of ethics, its degradation and conflict with 
natural instinct, lead eventually to the ruin of the human and, 
consequently, to the collapse of the nation. The powerful, 
distinguished, collective identity may delay such collapse somewhat 
because of the social coherence it achieves. However, the conuption 
of the human material makes the collapse inevitable. This explains the 
European coherence coupled with the presence of the phenomena of 
collapse and the indications of the end of Western leadership for 
humanity. 
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The importance of determining the identity 

of any community comes from the fact that man 

cannot resolve his stance towards others unless he 

resolves his stance towards himself: Who is he? 

What is he? What does he want? Without deciding 

the personal identity, no serious stance towards 

any issue concerning destiny, progress, and 

respectable life can be determined. Thus, we have 

to pose this question to ourselves: Who are we? 

What is our specific identity? 

If we determine our identity, we can 

conclude what we need and consequently decide 

the way. 

So, determining the identity allows us to 

know our aims and the way to their fulfillment, 

including the strategies and tactics. 

So, what is our identity? 

Undoubtedly, our original identity that joins 

us and the common factor that we share, agree 
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upon and meet at is Islam. 31 The identity of a 

Muslim is settled in Allah's Holy Book: 
0 _.. <~" ~ "' I ,; ; ' ,... rl ) /OJ 

~1 ~ ~~~ ~ ~)J U~ ~J ~~~~I WJ~ ~ j~i J.i" 
/ / 

"" , ,... ... 0 ...... fl ... , 

~ , j,; ~o..J~l AJ WI ' •/ . . ~I . ~ · t..~1 ;_r • :.• I .lJ\5"' 4..Ll1 \JI~ .Y " . ~ d') ~ ~ " -*"""' '-.S / 
/ "' , ,.. .J. , - 0 J. 0 J .... 

* ~'.All y) ~:. ~: IJ~\J '-.S~I JA ~\ '-.S~ IJ1 ji 4'1 '-.S~I Jl 
"' tl "' " ,.; • ; J ) ,. '"" D 0 "" 

~ ~..>~I JA J * W J~ ~1 '-.S~I JA J Q jSI) o~l \J~"!I ~~J 
,., 0 J ,.,, ' "" , "' , J. .. ' , , / ,. >If. "" ..... 0 ,. .... , 

rY.. Wl-1 A1 J :Y..' A1Ji .:.> H J J~ r"Ju ~~ ~ )~'J ~~J~' 
" J~ i, J <'i., / J / ;;;. /A"'~~~/ ~~ : \\&, •/. All 0 

J, /• _, 

~ ~ JA J / ~ J / . " ~ !.J- ~ ~ 
vY'-v' : rw~' 

~ Say: "Shall we indeed call on others 

besides God, -things that can do us 

neither good nor harm, -and tum on 

our heels after receiving guidance from 

God? -Like one whom the evil ones 

have made into a fool, wandering 

bewildered through the earth, his friends 

calling 'Come to us', (vainly) guiding 

him to the Path." Say: ''God's guidance 

is the (only) guidance, and we have 

31 See Muhanunad Muhammad Badri, AI-Ummah AI-Islamiyah min At
Tab 'iyah ila Ar-Riyadah, p. 51. 
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been directed to submit ourselves to the 

Lord of the worlds; -to establish 

regular prayers and to fear God: for it is 

to Him that we shall be gathered 

together." It is He Who created the 

heavens and the earth in true 

(proportions): the day He saith, "Be," 

behold! it is. His Word is the Truth. His 

will be the dominion the day the trumpet 

will be blown. He knoweth the Unseen 

as well as that which is open. For He is 

the Wise, well acquainted (with all 

things)., 

The identity of the Islamic community is 

determined through the words of Allah the 

Exalted: 
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f) ;; , Jo J ,- • ~ Jo ..... oJ. ,. ,.. _.,. 

::,;i ~i! ~~~i i•~.c:' ~1 ~ ~~ ~ ~~~ 1J:f~1J lj~ ~J ~ 
, "' "' ,., 0 ,.. ,.. J. "' "' J ,, 

~ .l.a.i\! J\1l1 J op ~ Js-~ _, u'Y.l ~~~·! ~\! ~_,a 
"' do """" "' "' 1Jl: J ) J ; .... -" .J. fSJ ... ... .J / ~ / I"' 

;.;;~ ;;;i ~ ~J. ;.;_,J:.fi ~ ~4~ ~~\~~.iS'~ 
~J. ~_;¥, ~ ~~fj fi' ~ ~j6~!) ~J~~ ~J~~J -f' )1 

... .....o J..., J -" 0 J ,.. "' 0 J ,.. ~ "' 0 , 

~ ~JiJ ~01 ~~ ~ ~ ~ 1_#-IJ lj~ ~~IS' 1yfo 
.J. 0 - " "" -" "' J. ~ .... .,. .J. j .... ., ,. 

~ j: J ~;;~\ ~~~ ~\!~F. J :/J-j J ~F. J :.a:~7 ~"j * ;.~~ ~~~ 
- ,.,. "' , 0 J. -" / 0 .J , _.... , .... ,.. 

:.:, ~a:!' ~~~ ,;i_, * ~ J~ ~ ~ ~~~~ lj _,.a ~~J ~ ~-~i 
,.. J fJJ ... . ... .. /, J 

~ \A .1!: cUll ~\S\&. ~ *;,; ~~ \';,' 0

, cUll ~ .. 0

" , ~ _,.- _ - ' J ' ~~ - ' )~~Y-'J 
0 / ... -" - ... ... •'II 0 .J - / ... ... 

~)~\ ~ ~J ~~_,~, j ~ ~J *~\All~~;. ;.u, ~J ~4 
-~ J~~ ~_,;~ ~~ ~ ;f ~f;.;;. ;.~ .(; * ~;~~ -~; ~\ )l)' 

" ,,, J ... ...... fl ... "', , , ... 

~ 1:;;-. w\SJ ~'4J1 J.Ai ~~ JlJ ~~ w~JiJ P' ~ ;.;~_, 
... J ... ... . / ,; J. 

' ' • -' •• : jl~ JT ft ;,; *'.All ~?iJ ;,; ~Jll ~~~ 

~ 0 ye who believe! If ye listen to a 

faction among the People of the Book, 

they would (indeed) render you 

apostates after ye have believed! And 

how would ye deny Faith while unto 

you are rehearsed the Signs of God, and 

among you lives the Apostle? Whoever 

holds firmly to God will be shown a 

Way that is straight. 0 ye who believe! 
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Fear God as He should be feared, and 

die not except in a state of Islam. And 

hold fast, all together, by the Rope 

which God (stretches out for you), and 

be not divided among yourselves; and 

remember with gratitude God's favour 

on you; for ye were enemies and He 

joined your hearts in love, so that by His 

Grace, ye became brethren; and ye were 

. on the brink of the Pit of Fire, and He 

saved you from it. Thus doth God make 

His Signs clear to you: that ye may be 

guided. Let there arise out of you a band 

of people inviting to all that is good, 

enjoining what is right, and forbidding 

what is wrong: they are the ones to 

attain felicity. Be not like those who are 

divided amongst themselves and fall 

into disputations after receiving clear 

Signs: for them is a dreadful Penalty, -

on the Day when some faces will be (lit 

up with) white, and some faces will be 

115 



The Path to Paradise (A{- Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

(in the gloom of) black: to those whose 

faces will be black, (will be said): "Did 

ye reject Faith after accepting it? Taste 

then the Penalty for rejecting Faith." But 

those whose faces will be (lit with) 

white, -they will be in (the light of) 

God's mercy: therein to dwell (for ever). 

These are the Signs of God: We 

rehearse them to thee in Truth: and God 

means no injustice to any of His 

creatures. To God belongs all that is in 

the heavens and on earth: to Him do all 

questions go back (for decision). Ye are 

the best of Peoples, evolved for 

mankind, enjoining what is right, 

forbidding what is wrong, and believing 

in God. If only the People of the Book 

had faith, it were best for them: among 

them are some who have faith, but most 

of them are perverted transgressors. ~ 

116 



The Path to Paradise (At- Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

Likewise, the Islamic identity of the ummah 

IS settled by the saying of Allah's Messenger ~ 

that it is one ummah of all the people. He said, 

"This is an agreement from the Prophet 

Muhammad ~ between the believers and Muslims 

of Quraish and Yathrib and whoever follows 

them, joins them, and fights with them, for they 

are all one community of all the people. "32 

We also have his words~: "The believers' 

bloods are equal (of equal origin), and the 

humblest is in charge of them and they are one 

hand over who opposes them."33 

Allah's rope is the Qur'an and the Group, 

and the meaning is known. What is needed is to 

adhere to the Qur'an and Sunnah, for they are both 

what we agree on and sacrifice ourselves for. 

Muslim narrated in his Sahfh from 

Mu' awiyah (May Allah be pleased with him): I 

heard the Prophet ~ say, "There will remain a 

32 Ibn Hisham, As-Sirah An-Nabwiyah, vol. 2, p. 106. 
33 An-Nisa'i, vol. 8, p. 24. 
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group of my ·1mmah carrying out Allah's orders, 

not being harmed by those who let them down or 

disobey them :.1ntil the command of Allah comes 

[i.e. Judgment Day], and they will triumph over 

the people. "34 

He also narrated from 'Uqbah bin 'Amir: 

"There will rtmain a party of my ummah fighting 

for the sake of Allah, defeating their enemies and 

not harmed ry the transgressors till the Hour 

comes while ttey are in accordance with this. "35 

This is because the legitimacy of existence 

in Islam is n <1t realized except through a group 

that commits itself to Allah's Holy Book and 

Sunnah and (£] community life based on them. The 

individual c ('mmitment to them without a 

community li 1e based on them as an essence does 

not realize ]Jr the individuals who miss this 

community li :e the true meaning of the group or 

the characteri ~tic of legitimacy or identity. 

34 Muslim. 
35 Muslim. 
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Thus, the community life based on any 

other than the Qur'an and Sunnah does not fulfill 

for its participants the meaning of community, or 

the aspect of legitimacy, or that of Islamic 

identity. 

Islam ensures social solidarity by 

implementing the three previously mentioned 

factors as follows: 

The collective identity: It is represented in 

the bond or rope of Allah as He the Exalted 

orders: 
• .J , ,, , 0 , 

'• ,- : IJI~ JT" I}~ 'i.J ~~I'-~ l,t~ /a.:GIJ'' 

~ And hold fast, all together, by the 

Rope which God (stretches out for you), 

and be not divided among yourselves; ~ 

Participation: It is through obligatory 

consultation within the work of those in power 

and those with perception who perform ijtihad 
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(making independent legal opinions when there is 

no Qur'anic text or hadiths on the subject).36 

The stability of ethical values: This is 

through the Islamic values: 

~J ~ ~1).1 ~ ~~~ 4~ ~~f·.! .bl~ Jl ~ ~~~ ~1 JJ" 
""' ,... , , / / 

~ ~ ' 

'"\' : ~w~l " :;s ?J-' ~ w!S' 

~ Say: "Verily, my Lord hath guided me 

to a Way that is straight,- a religion of 

right,- the Path (trod) by Abraham the 

true in faith, and he (certainly) joined 

not gods with God." , 

From its first decades, Islam succeeded 

through these three factors in realizing the 

36 The people with perception who perform ijtihad are consulted on 
issues about which there is no text (i.e. Qur'an or hadith) or 
agreement of the majority of scholars. Consulting them is obligatory 
with the agreement of the majority. Those in power are responsible 
for the affairs of the Muslims. This is proven by Qur'anic texts and 
the Prophet's saying, 'Till I consult the Sa' ds" (see footnote 14), the 
biographies of the Prophet r and the Rightly-Guided Caliphs who 
succeeded him. 
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solidarity of the ummah and the individual. It 

produced the best ummah brought to people, 

which was, as Allah the Almighty intended, a 

coherent structure. 

~ Truly God loves those who fight in 

His Cause in battle array, as if they were 

a solid cemented structure. ~ 

This ummah was one block, indeed one 

body, as Allah's Messenger ~ described: "You 

will see the believers in their mercy, love and 

sympathy as if they were a body. If an organ 

suffers, all the rest of the body sympathizes with it 

through sleeplessness, pain and fever." They were 

truly one ummah, proving true the word's of 

Allah's last Prophet~:" ... they are one ummah of 

all people." "The believers' bloods are equal (of 

equal origin), and the humblest is in charge of 

121 



The Path to Paradise (A{-Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

them and they are one hand over who opposes 

them." 

How did the Messenger of Allah r produce 

the best ummah for the people? 

Since the Makkan period, the Qur'an 

elucidated for the person his true identity, the 

identity of his society, and even the identity of the 

universe he deals with. 

The martyr of Islam Sayed Qutb said: 

The Makkan Qur'an explains for man 

the essence of his existence as well as of 

the universe around him. It tells him 

who he is and where he came from, why 

he came and where he will go at the end, 

who brought him from nothingness and 

vagueness, who takes his soul and what 

his destinv is there. It tells him what is 
"' 

this existence around him that he feels 

and sees and that he feels has a 

metaphysical entity behind it that he 

feels yet cannot apprehend. Who 
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established this world that is full of 

secrets? It also tells him how to deal 

with the Cherisher of this universe as 

well as with the universe itself. It also 

explains to him how the human beings 

should deal with one another.3 7 

Allah's Prophet ~ produced for the people 

an ummah that is the best ever found through: 

1. A single distinctive identity. From the first day 

of his call, the Messenger of Allah ~ prevented 

the identity of this ummah from being mixed or 

shared with other centers of attraction or 

drawing elements, in spite of the existence of 

urgent reasons and suitable circumstances for 

these centers to attract people. He succeeded in 

this by explaining to the people from the very 

beginning that he was sent to make them 

worship Allah alone without joining any others 

with Him. They realized this clearly and one of 

them said disapprovingly, 

37 Sayed Qutb, Ma 'dlim fi At-I arfq (Milestones), p. 2 5. 
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0 : ~ n ~~ c?J l.lA 0! 1~\J '.f.!! ~';\ ~itt 

~ "Has he made the gods (all) into one 

God? Truly this is a wonderful thing! " ~ 

~~a(\ 3~·. s) 

The Martyr of Islam Sayed Qutb proved 

this?? when talking about the conditions of the 

Arabs at the coming of Allah' s Prophet ~ and the 

start of his call. He said that the richest and most 

fertile of their lands were under the control of 

other races, but despite this, Allah' s Messenger ~ 

did not call_ for Arab natioaimed at gathering the 

Arab tribes to get back their lands from those who 

had taken them by force. He (May Allah be 

merciful to him) also said that the Arab society at 

that time was the worst of societies regarding 

dividing the wealth and implementing justice. A 

minority enjoyed money, trade and luxury. They 

dealt with usury and thus doubled the trade and 

wealth. The majority, on the other hand, had only 

38 Ibid. , pp. 27 fl 
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hardships and poverty. In spite of these 

circumstances, Allah's Prophet ~did not raise a 

social banner to gather the majority around him to 

confront the despotism of money, honor and 

power. 

He added that the ethical standard in the 

Arab peninsula was degraded in various aspects. 

Injustice prevailed in the society, alcohol and 

gambling were a tradition of boasting and 

pomposity. Prostitution existed in many forms. 

Despite all this, he ~ did not call for a reformation 

to purify the society, correct the behavior, and 

chasten the souls. He could have, but Allah 

prevented him. If he had adopted any of these 

calls - whether to Arab racism or social justice 

or ethical reform - he and his Companions would 

have faced none of the objection, hardship or 

suffering that they faced. 

Then, after the people had gathered around 

any of these banners, he would have announced 

the call to worship Allah alone. The people would 
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be following him and believing in him, and they 

would hence follow him in this call. However, 

Allah the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the Most 

Wise, did not direct the Prophet in this route, but 

He ordered him to announce that there is no god 

but Allah and to withstand - with the few 

followers who submitted - all these agonies. 

Hence, he ~ announced from the first that it 

is a holy call based on people submitting to Allah 

as their Lord. This does not deny that regaining 

land from the invaders, social justice and other 

justices, as well as ethical reform and other kinds 

of reform are among the aims of this religion. 
"' , ,.. ,. • , - , 0 0 ., 

~I IJ~ J ~I ~ J IJi o~ JS- ~I Jl lj.~i ~ o~ jl" 
, / fl , , ... 

J • / ... 

' • A : ~ y. " ~ _;;.J.1 ::r \Ji ~ J 
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~ Say thou: "This is my Way: I do invite 

unto God,- on evidence clear as the 

seeing with one's eyes,- I and whoever 

follows me. Glory to God! And never 

will I join gods with God!" ~ 

2. An identity stripped of ambiguities. After the 

Messenger of Allah ~ had designated for this 

ummah its Islamic identity around which the 

Muslims gather, and after he had established 

that the Muslims are one ummah of all people, 

he freed this identity from any ambiguity or 

confusion that might occur as a result of 

adopting the issues that were widespread 

among the people at the time of the call. These 

issues were shared with him by others who did 

not believe in his call and who were the callers 

of ethical and social reform and political 

liberation. He also freed this identity from the 

issues that - although they were not 

widespread at the time of his call yet they were 
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capable of spreading when introduced 

according to the political and social conditions 

prevailing at that time - could have been 

backed and welcomed by many powers that 

cared about implementing any of these reform 

programs. These powers, despite being different 

in identity, creed and guidance other than the 

Prophet's, could have had a quick response 

from the people who were in dire need of 

reform because they were suffering severely 

from ethical decay, class discrimination, social 

injustice, and occupation of their land by other 

races who forced them to submit to them. 

By clearing the identity of all these 

confusions - which was hard for the one 

entrusted with the call to avoid unless he was 

guided by righteousness and a true religion - he 

refused to let I slam have anv element of any other 
~ . 

identity than itself, whether be it Arab, Persian, 

Turkish, social or political. He refused to let Islam 

vary according to the various elements (having a 
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desert or a peasant or an industrial or a social 

Islam, or an individual liberal one, or a Turkish or 

Egyptian or Arab or Berber or Asian or European 

or Southern or N orthem Islam) according to the 

diversity of entities and civilizations accepted into 

the religion. 

He denied that Islam would be divided in 

the ethical, social or political reform in the Arab 

ummah or any other. Thus, the individual and 

unique identity of Islam was established, and, 

consequently, Islam enjoyed one unique ummah 

of all the other nations and communities. So, the 

Messenger ~ abolished the validity of plurality of 

identities resulting from the combination of the 

Islamic identity with others. Thus, Islam had one 

unique and distinct identity, which is agreeing on 

Islam and basing a society on Islamic laws. 39 It is 

one law that is not multifarious, on " :hich is based 

one ummah that does not vary or become split by 

ignorant claims. 

39 See Ash-Shatbi, AI- 'Iti~cim. 
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3. An identity established on pure taw hid. He ~ 

also established this identity on pure tawhid by 

designating sacrifice, devotion, authority and 

loyalty for _Allah the Glorified and Exalted 

alone, together with admitting His Lordship as 

the Supreme Power. 
'/ .. / .. / 0 .. 

' t : ~W~ I " QJ ~ ~I ~i J.i" 

~ Say: "Shall I take for my protector any 

other than God ... ?" ~ 

~ - "' ' 
' ' t : W~l" ~ <•i 41.1JI -o~·i " ~ ~ / _r-id 

~ Say: "Shall I seek for judge other than 

God?"~ 

\1\.\-1\.t\ am (Y. \ \£\) 
"' tJ , ., -"'"' " , " • oJ 

" / .. - t \AI 1 ~ 4.lJ -~ W .· ~"' ? ~ 1J 1 I i " ~ .) / / ~ )i.S . )~)..i • t.r 

'' ,- : ~W~I 

~ Say: "Truly, my prayer and my service 

of sacrifice, my life and my death, are 
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(all) for God, the Cherisher of the 

Worlds."~ 

~ Say: "Shall I seek for (my) Cherisher 

other than God?" ) 

\_1\.\-kn am (y, \().\) 

Thus, the Prophet~ disclaimed the validity 

of any position that based itself on defying Allah's 

authority by joining others with Him in loyalty, 

authority, sacrifice, devotion, or believing in Him 

as the Supreme Power. And so, no secular or 

national state based on anything other than Islam 

and submitting to any laws other than Islamic Law 

(shari 'ah) can be lawful by claiming that the ones 

responsible for it are Muslims. 

4. Removal of the separation of religion from 

life. He ~ abolished the separation of religion 

from life. He said, "My people will be divided 

into seventy-three sects. All of the sects will be 
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doomed to Hell except one." The Companions 

said, "Who is this sect, 0 Messenger of Allah?" 

He said, '·What is according to me and my 

Companions." In another narration he said, 

"The group."40 

40 The narration of this hadith was previously mentioned. The disunity 
mentioned in the hadith is not the disagreement on issues that are 
open to study, for this happened even in the best three early centuries. 
However, the disunity that Allah mentions-$ Ar-Rfun 31-32 (and 
be not among those who join gods with God,- those who split up 
their Religion, and become (mere) Sects,-each party rejoicing in that 
which is with itself!) (Ar-Rfrm 30: 31-32)- is the disunity by which 
they became parties that split from one another. They are neither on 
good terms with one another nor do they aid one another. This 
disagreement reflects the disunity of hearts, which results in aversion 
and opposition. Thus Allah says: $ AI ' Imran 103 (And hold fast, all 
together, by the Rope which God (stretches out for you).) (AI 'Imnln 
3: 103). 

He shows that cooperation results from agreeing on one thing. 
However, if each group commits itself to a bond that the other one 
does not adhere to, the division is then inevitable. This is the meaning 
of His words $ Al-An'am 153 ~Verily, this is My Way, leading 
straight: follow it: follow not (other) paths: they will scatter you about 
from His (great) Path) (Al-An' am 6: 153) 

This disunity can be caused by wrongdoing that is not an 
innovation, such as a disagreement between Muslims in an earthly 
issue, For example, the citizens of one village may disagree with those 
of another because of an infringement on money or blood till they 
oppose each other and become two parties. Or they may disagree on 
accepting a ruler, and this is probable. Or it can be because of an 
innovated issue, such as when the Khawarij disagreed due to their 
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Thus, the Prophet ~ stopped the diversity of 

identities from within the religion itself as well as 

from outside it. 

5. The participation of the ummah. He 

accomplished the contribution of the umm1h 

and its sharing with him in managing its affairs 

and controlling it. This was done through 

different procedures, such as the participation 

of the five Sa' ds41 as the representatives and 

spokesmen of the Ansar, Abu Bakr and 'Umar 

as representatives of the Muhajirun, and the 

participation of other representatives of the 

tribes. 

Al-Bazzar and At-Tabrani narrated from 

Abu Hurairah that Al-Harith came to the Prophet 

innovations on which they relied in their deviation. iA/- 'Jti~dm , vol. 2, 
pp. 191-92) 

41 Sa'd bin 'Ubadah, Sa'd bin Mu'adh, Sa'd bin Khaithmah, Sa'd bin 
Ar-Rabi' , and Sa'd bin Mas'ud. The difference between the delegates 
and the Sa' ds is that the delegates represented the Prophet in the 
ummah, and the Sa' ds represented the ummah to the Prophet. 
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~ and said, ·'Q Muhammad! Divide the dates of 

Madinah among us or else we will fight you with 

men and horses." He ~ said, "Not until I consult 

the five Sa 'ds." They all said, "By Allah, we were 

not greedy in the Days of Jahiliyah, so we cannot 

be so in Islam." He ~ told Al-Harith, who said, 

"You cheated. 0 Muhammad." 

In the Battle of Uhud, he ~ consulted with 

them after telling them of his vision that Madinah 

was a secure fortress. He gave his opinion that 

they should not leave Madinah but seek refuge in 

it so that if the unbelievers settled in their 

position, they would be in a bad situation and their 

efforts would be in vain. He added that if the 

unbelievers entered Madinah, the Muslims would 

fight them at the heads of the alleys and the 

women from the rooftops. This was his own 

opinion. However, many Muslims expressed a 
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contrary opinion, and he agreed with their 
. . 42 viewpoint. 

He also consulted with them in the Battle of 

Badr. They advihim that they should fight fiercely 

and they said their famous word, "We swear by 

Allah that if you proceed with us to the sea and 

plunge into it, we will plunge in with you."43 

His Companions learned this behavior from 

him. History tells us that in the Mu 'tah 

Expedition, when there were three thousand 

Muslim fighters facing an army of two hundred 

thousand Byzantines, they consulted each other 

till 'Abdullah bin Rawahah (May Allah be pleased 

with him) encouraged them saying, "Let's 

proceed, for it will be one of two best results, 

either victory or martyrdom." They all agreed on 

what 'Abdullah suggested.44 Thus, the Messenger 

of Allah ~ , together with his Companions (May 

42 Saffi Ar-Rahman Al-Mubarkfuri, Ar-Rafliq Al-Makhtum (The Sealed 
Nectar), p. 241. 

43 Ibid., p. 199. 
44 Ibid. , pp. 375-76. 
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Allah be pleased with them) were as Allah the 

Exalted described them in the Qur'an: 

~ Who (conduct) their affairs by mutual 

Consultation. ~ 

6. Representatives of the different spheres. 

Thus, Allah's Messenger ~ ensured the 

participation of the ummah through the 

people's representatives of the different 

spheres, whether they were a particular loyalty 

or Islamic work. However, they were under the 

general loyalty to Islam and its one creed, law, 

and identity, whether these spheres were tribal 

or legal duties or common affairs. For example, 

the Muhajirun and the Ansar were an example 

of the category of legal duties; the tribes of 

Ghafar, Aslam and Juhainah were an example 

of a category resulting from tribal relation and 

kinship. 
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Regarding the opening of Makkah, the 

biography of the Prophet tells us how the 

conquering army of Muslims was set up. Al

'Abbas narrated about the opening ofMakkah and 

the circumstances around Abu Sufyan' s 

acceptance of Islam: When he (Abu Sufyan) 

prepared himself to leave, Allah's Prophet said, 

"0 'Abbas, hold him in the narrowest part of the 

valley at the beginning of the mountain so that the 

soldiers of Allah may pass by him and he can see 

them." I went and constrained him at the 

narrowest place of the valley where Allah's 

Prophet ordered me to do so. All the tribes passed 

by, each raising its banner. Whenever a tribe 

passed by, Abu Sufyan asked, "0 'Abbas, which 

tribe is this?" I said, It is the tribe of Sula1rn." He 

said, "I have nothing to do with Sulairn." Then 

another tribe passed by and he asked me, "0 

'Abbas, who are they?" I said, "The tribe of 

Muzainah." He said, "Who cares about 

Muzainah?" till all the tribes passed by. Whenever 

a tribe passed by, he asked me about it and when I 
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told him which tribe it was, he said, "Who cares 

about such-and-such tribe?" till Allah's 

Messenger~ passed by us in his green brigade. 

'Abbas continued: The Muhajirun and the 

Ansar were in the brigade, yet nothing was 

apparent except a huge number of shields and 

weapons. He said, "Subhan Allah! (Glory to 

Allah!) 'Abbas, who are they?" I said, "This is 

Allah's Messenger accompanied by the Muhajirun 

and the Ansar." He said, "They are peerless. By 

Allah, Abul-Fadl, your nephew's power is great 

nowadays." I said, "It is the prophethood, Abu 

Sufyan." He said, "What an excellent joy it is."45 

In Al-Bukhari and Muslim it was narrated 

that Allah's Prophet ~ said to them, "Who is your 

master, Banu Salama?" They said, "Al-Jad bin 

Qais, although we accuse him of miserliness." The 

Prophet said to them, "There is no worse ailment 

than miserliness. But now your master is the 

45 Ibn Al-Qaiyim Al-Jawziyah, Ziid Al-Mu 'iidfi Hadf Khair AI- 'fbiid, 
part 2, p. 182; and the abridged Sfrah by Ibn Hisham. 
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white-skinned, curly-haired young man, Bishr bin 

Al-Barra' bin Ma 'rur." 

It was also narrated by them that Abu Sa' id 

Al-Khudari said: The people of the tribe of 

Quraidhah agreed to be judged by Sa' d. So the 

Prophet sent to Sa' d, who came. The Prophet said, 

"Make space for your master," or he said, " ... for 

the best of you." So Sa'd sat with the Prophet, 

who said, "Those people agree on your judgment." 

Sa' d said, "I judge that you kill their fighters and 

imprison their families." He said, "I judge by what 

the king judged." 

Ahmad narrated from 'A' ishah (May Allah 

be pleased with her): The Prophet said, "Stand up 

and make room for your master and let him sit 

down." 'Umar said, "Our master is Allah the 

Almighty." Then the Prophet said, "Make room 

for him." And they did.46 

46 See Al-Fatfl, part 7, p. 476. Al-Hafidh said it was good (hasan), part 
2, p. 53. 
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As another example of the sphere of 

common interests, Ibn 'Abbas (Ivlay Allah be 

pleased with him and his father) related: Asma' 

hint Yazid Al-Ansari (May Allah be pleased with 

her) came to the Prophet ~47 when he was sitting 

among his Companions. She said, "0 Messenger 

of Allah, I am the delegate of the women to you. 

Allah sent you with truth for men and women. We 

thus believed in you and followed you. We 

women are helpless. We are confined to your 

houses. We are the outlets of your desires. We 

bear your children. But you men were favored 

with the Friday prayers and the daily 

congregational prayers, with visiting the sick, with 

attending funerals, with doing Hajj after Hajj, and, 

what is best, with fighting for Allah's sake. 

Whenever one of you leaves for Hajj or 'Umrah or 

to join the battle, we keep your money, weave 

your clothes, and rear your children. Don't we 

have a share in this good and reward, 

47 "Women are the sisters of men." Part of a Prophetic hadith. 
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0 Messenger of Allah?" Allah's Prophet turned 

his face completely towards his Companions, then 

said, "Did you ever hear a woman's speech better 

than this in asking about an issue in her religion?" 

They said, "0 Messenger of Allah, we did not 

think that a woman could be so guided." The 

Prophet looked at her and said, "Go, you may 

leave, good woman, and let the other women 

know that obeying the husband and admitting his 

right is equal to all what you have mentioned, yet 

few of you do this." 

Also, Ibn Ishaq narrated from Abu Sa' id Al

Khudari (May Allah be pleased with him): When 

Allah's Messenger ~ divided the booty among the 

Quraish and other tribes and the Ansar did not 

have a share, 48 they were upset and people started 

to gossip so that one of them said, "The Prophet 

favored his people over us." Sa 'd bin 'Ubadah 

went to the Prophet ~ and said, "0 Messenger of 

48 Saffi Ar-Rahman Al-Mubarkfuri, Ar-Rafl.fq Al-J1akhtum (The Sealed 
Nectar). 
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Allah, this group of Ansar is very upset with you 

because of what you did with the booty that you 

gained, for you divided it among your people and 

gave great portions to the other tribes while the 

Ansar had no share of it." He said, "What about 

you, Sa' d?" He said, "0 Messenger of Allah, I am 

just one of my people." The Prophet said to him, 

"Gather your people here in this place." Sa' d went 

and gathered the people. Some Muhaj irun came 

and he let them in. Others came but he did not let 

them in. When all the Ansar were present, Sa' d 

went to the Prophet and said, "This group of 

Ansar is present." The Prophet went to them, 

thanked and praised Allah, then said, "0 people of 

the Ansar, I heard something about you that you 

are upset with me. Didn't I come to you while you 

were astray, then Allah guided you to the right 

path? Weren't you suffering from poverty, then 

Allah granted you wealth? Weren't you enemies, 

then Allah brought your hearts together?" They 

said, "Yes, indeed! Allah and His Prophet are the 

granter and giver." Then he said, "Answer me 
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then, Ansar!" They said, ''Answer for what, 

Messenger of Allah? We admit that the largess 

and favor were granted by Allah." He said, "I am 

sure that if you will say it, then you will be 

truthful and you will be believed. Say: You came 

to us unbelieved in and we believed in you; 

disheartened and we supported you; cast out and 

we sheltered you; needy and we relieved you. Did 

you, Ansar, upset yourselves about some scraps of 

this worldly life that I gave to some people in 

order to urge them to be Muslims while I relied on 

your being Muslims? Are you not satisfied, people 

of the Ansar, that people gain sheep and goats and 

you go back with Allah's Prophet in your 

luggage? I swear by Him in Whose hands is 

Muhammad' s soul, if there had been no migration, 

I would rather have been one of the Ansar. And if 

people took one way and the Ansar took another, I 

would take the way of the Ansar. 0 Allah, be 

merciful to the Ansar and to their children and 

grandchildren." The people cried till they wet 

their beards and said, "We are satisfied with 
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Allah's Prophet as our share and destiny." Then 

the Messenger of Allah left and they dispersed. 

It is necessary that the loyalty to Islam ato 

the Muslims in general should take precedence 

over personal loyalty to the sphere that the 

Muslim belongs to. Or this personal loyalty 

should be cut and not favored if it opposes the 

general loyalty and does not serve it. 

Keeping the plurality deepens the 

participation, and deepening the participation 

deepens the loyalty, and there will be no place for 

alienation. 

7. A balance between the individual and the 

group. The Messenger of Allah ~ achieved a 

balance between the individ\lal and the group. 

He taught his Companions team spirit, not that 

of anarchy or of selfishness, retreat, struggle, 

conflict or disagreement. 
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Team spirit is shown in Allah's words: 
, ,. ,; / II> ,.. .. " 0 0 ., 

~~ J~J ~~ ~J ui o~ Js- ~~ Jl 1j.)i ~ o~ J1'7 

, , . ' . , 

, • " : ~ Y- " ~ ?' ~ ui ~ J 
, . 

~ Say thou: "This is my Way: I do invite 

unto God, --on evidence clear as the 

seeing with one's eyes, -I and whoever 

follows me. Glory to God! and never 

will I join gods with God!" ~ 

Imam Ibn Kathir said, "He invites unto 

Allah through his way on evidence that is clear 

and with certainty and proof. He and all who 

follow him call to what Allah's Prophet called to 

with evidence, certainty and a proof concluded 

through the mind and the laws of Islam. "49 

Insight, certitude and evidence are the main 

characteristics of the team spirit on which persons 

are educated. Allah the Almighty criticizes those 

49 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Al-Qur 'an AI- 'Ad him, part 2, pp. 495-96. 

145 



The Path to Paradise (A!.- Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

who were raised on the herd spirit and who lack 

insight. He says: 

~ ~~~J :~; ~1 ~ ~ ! ~ ~ ~ ~~~ p i_,~ ~~~ ~ )" 
/ J / "' I) 

' V ' : ~ ;; II " ~ .I.;!.; 'i • J • ~ • J " ~ ~ .r.- ~ ~~r 

~ The parable of those who reject Faith 

is as if one were to shout like a goat

herd, to things that listen to nothing but 

calls and cries: deaf, dumb and blind, 

they are void of wisdom. ~ 

\~\-'BO.(\(\J:O.\\ 1·. \1 \) 

So, the Muslim should not be like the 

undisciplined rabble who follow every pretender 

and are affected by any shouter and who are not 

guided by the light of knowledge and are devoid 

of any good counsel. 

The Messenger of Allah ~ prohibited this 

by saying, "Let none of you be a sycophant who 

says, 'I am with people; if they do good I do good 

and if they misbehave I misbehave.' But instead of 

this, adjust yourselves so that if people do good 
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you do good, but if they misbehave you should 

avoid their misbehavior. "50 Thus, the Muslim 

would really be capable of being what the Prophet 

described him to be: "The humblest is in charge of 

them." 

This was fulfilled in the time of the Prophet 

when a Muslim woman granted asylum to 

someone and the Prophet ~ approved of her deed 

saying, "We protect the one you protected, Umm 

Hani' ."51 

When the Messenger of Allah sent Mu'adh 

to Yemen, he ~ asked him, "How will you judge 

if you are asked to judge?" He said, "By Allah's 

Book." He said, "What if you don't find a 

judgment?" He said, "By the Prophet's Sunnah." 

He said, "What if you can't?" He said, "I will do 

my best and not be remiss."52 For this was Mu' adh 

bin Jabal (May Allah be pleased \Vith him), who 

50 At-Tirmidhi, no. 62. 
51 Saffi Ar-Rahman Al-Mubarkfuri, Ar-Rafliq Al-Makhtum (The Sealed 

Nectar), p. 393. 
52 At-Tirmidhi, part 3, p. 607, no. 1327. 
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made ijtihad (idependent judgments) at the time of 

the Messenger of Allah ;1. 

Also, 'Umar bin Al-Khattab (May Allah be 

pleased with him) expressed a different opinion to 

that of the Prophet and Abu Bakr on the issue of 

captives. Yet the Holy Qur'an approves of his 

opinion: 53 

., , • .J , , . - "" -

" ':_J;C. ~o,.J\.1$:. •!.l.,;.j w ~~" "..\ "• N ~~ "." loo.J~ ~·.Iff 
~ . ~ -, ~ ~ " rJ' . " y 

'\A : JLQj'JI 

~ Had it not been for a previous 

ordainment from God, a severe penalty 

would have reached you for the 

(ransom) that ye took}» 

~~\-A..nta\ ~·. 6~) 

Even the youth of Islam as well as the 

adults were brought up on this. The young boy 

'Abdullah bin Az-Zubair was playing with the 

lads in the street. When 'Umar bin Al-Khattab 

53 Saffi Ar-Rahman Al-!\1ubarkfuri, Ar-Rab_iq Al-l~fakhtum (The Sealed 
Nectar), p. 219. 
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passed by them, all the boys ran away afraid of 

'Umar except 'Abdullah. 'Umar asked him, "Why 

don't you run away with the boys?" The young 

boy said his famous words that history preserved: 

"I am not a criminal to flee from you nor is the 

street narrow to make space for you. "54 

Thus, each person of the Prophet 's 

Companions took his freedom to grow without 

any outside forces to cause the aspects of the 

character to be weakened or the humane material 

to be ruined or to tum him into a personalitv that 
A "' 

depends on dictation, suggestion, or 1m1tation 

without any insight. And despite the great 

difference between his character :1 and those of 

his Companions and those of the whole people, 

yet their characters did not shrink beside him. No, 

he died leaving one of his great miracles 

represented in his Companions who were guiding 

stars to people. His death did not result in 

54 'Abdullah Nasih 'Ulwan, Tarbiyah Af-A...,vlad fi Al-Islam (Child 
Education in Islam), pp. 304-05. 

149 



The Path to Paradise (At- Tariq ila A l-Jannah) 

complete emptiness, for he left the sky full of 

stars. 

Thus, the development and independence of 

an individual's personality is an important issue. 

But it should be far from the spirit of small 

groups, hostility, conflict, and disagreement. 

Imam Ahmad narrated from Sa'd bin Abi 

Waqqas: We were ordered to raid on an area of 

the Banu Kinanah, who were neighbors of the 

Juhainah tribe. We raided them but they were 

huge in number, so we sought aid from Juhainah, 

who refused saying, "Why do you fight in the 

Sacred Month?" We said, "We fight those who 

forced us out of our sacred country in the sacred 

month." We said to each other, "What do you 

think?" Some of us said, "We had better go to 

Allah's Prophet ~ and tell him." Others said, "We 

had better stay here." Some others and I said, "We 

had better raid on the Quraish' s caravans and take 

them." We went on to the caravans and the rule 

about booty at that time was that whoever took 
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something would lawfully keep it. We marched 

towards the caravans, and some of us went to 

Allah's Prophet ~ and told him. He was furious 

and his face was red with anger. He stood up and 

said, "Did you leave me as a group and return 

dispersed? What destroyed your ancestors was 

disagreement. I will send someone to lead you yet 

he is not your superior. He is the best to bear 

hunger and thirst." Then he sent 'Abdullah bin 

J ahsh AI-Asadi, and he was the first commander 

in Islam. 

When he ~ sent Mu'adh bin Jabal and Abu 

Musa Al-Ash'ari to Yemen, he advised them, 

"Help each other and do not disagree. "55 

8. Social solidarity. He ~ colored the ummah 

with the dye of Islam and established the social 

solidarity on the basis of individual 

commitment to values. 

55 Al-Bukhari and Ahmad. 
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Because of the importance of the Islamic 

dye and the purification of the individual through 

his adherence to Islamic values, Allah's Prophet 

Ibrahim prayed for him saying: 
, . ... .; , ., , ,.. ~ ; _, 

lo.o)~\ ~ 6~ la:J ~\Jl. • A •tt-.. I~ ~ r~ 'i ~) ~ ~'J ~ " . ,. (' .. .; - ~ .r-:- J-- ~ • .) 

, ;I ... ,.. 0 , 

' Y '\ : o AJI " ~I J.f'l1 ~i &1 ~j;J ~IJ 

~ "Our Lord! Send amongst them an 

Apostle of their own, who shall rehearse 

Thy Signs to them and instruct them in 

Scripture and Wisdom, and sanctify 

them: for Thou art the Exalted in Might, 

the Wise."~ 

So their purification was through their 

obedience to Allah the Almighty and sincere 

devotion to Him, and thus they were purified of 

worldly lowliness. Allah then answered Ibrahim' s 

plea, and He mentions this to the believers: 
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~ A similar (favour have ye already 

received) in that We have sent among 

you an Apostle of your own, rehearsing 

to you Our Signs, and sanctifying you, 

and instructing you in Scripture and 

Wisdom, and in new Knowledge. ) 

So, their purification was foremost of the 

favors of Allah upon them with the teaching of the 

scriptures and wisdom. The Qur' an was sent to set 

the values and to educate the best, who responded 

to their Lord and to these values. 

' • ' : ~~.r-~' 

~ (It is) a Qur'an which We have 

divided (into parts from time to time), in 

order that thou mightest recite it to men 

at intervals: We have revealed it by 

stages.) 
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This group patterned itself after the 

Messenger of Allah ~, whose nature was the 

Qur' an. The Prophet's biography narrates to us 

some of these general values that were firmly 

established in the souls of the early Muslims on 

the tongue of Ja' far bin Abi Talib. He was talking 

to Al-Najashi, the Abyssinian king, and telling 

him about the Messenger of Allah ~. 

Ja 'far narrated: He~ invited us to Allah, to 

worship Him alone, getting rid of the stones and 

statues that our fathers and we used to worship. 

He ordered us to be true in our speech, to be 

honest, to keep ties with our relatives, to be good 

neighbors, and to abstain from what is unlawful 

and from blood. He forbade us from sins, 

falsehood, taking the money of orphans, and 

slandering married women. He ordered us to 

worship Allah alone and not to join gods with 

Him. He ordered us to pray, to pay alms to the 

needy and to fast. (He then recited to him the 

principles of Islam.) So we trusted him, believed 
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in him, and followed him in what he came with of 

Allah's religion. 56 

The sum of the Islamic values that Allah the 

Almighty mentions 

~J 1~; .. ~';.llli ~~:~ ~~ I'J;:' .! .bl~ Jl J; ~\JA ~! JJ" 
.... , t# , , ,.. 

J ~ ~ 

' ' ' : ~w~l " ~ p.J.1 ~ 4.>'5 

~ Say: "Verily, my Lord hath guided me 

to a Way that is straight, -a religion of 

right, -the Path (trod) by Abraham the 

true in faith, and he (certainly) joined 

not gods with God." ~ 

\~\-~n' am tY. \()\) 

Strengthens the activities of a person and 

his spirits. It also deepens his contributions in his 

society and his reaction with his environment, 

making him a tenacious individual. 

56 Saffi Ar-Rahman Al-Mubarkfuri, Ar-Raftiq A I-Makhtum (The Sealed 
Nectar) , p. 90. 
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~ As to those who hold fast by the Book 

and establish regular Prayer, -never 

shall We suffer the reward of the 

righteous to perish. ~ 

~\-A..' tat 1·. \ 1\)) 

Thus, he is not confused or bewildered, and 

the soul is not divided within him, being attracted 

to many allurements that clutch and tear it. 

11 ~ ~~t Js ~)) u~'a! ~) ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ J; ~ ;:ui Ji" 
, , / 

._. .,. ""' . ... IJ, , 

dj 'J.i ~~i ~ ~\' •/ · ~~ . ~ .t..c.JI AJ' . ;• I ..U\5'" ~~ UIJA Y' ~ . _,? ~ J ~ ~ ~ ~ 1.$/ 
"' .. , ... , .. , 0 , 0 .I ,. 

, .-, .1\iJI ~/ t '~ 1"-~\ u" i ~~ /' .ull ~ ~~ li ~I~~~ Jl ~ .f,~ ~J~ _JIJ / ~ • t..r / • 
/ , 

v' : rw~l 
~ Say: ''Shall we indeed call on others 

besides God, -things that can do us 

neither good nor hann, - and tum on 

our heels after receiving guidance from 

God? -like one whom the evil ones 

have made into a fool, wandering 

bewildered through the earth, his friends 
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calling 'Come to us', (vainly) guiding 

him to the Path."~ 

It is as he ~ said, "I came to you with it 

white and pure. "57 And he said, "I left you on a 

straight white path. Its night is as bright as its 

daytime. Whoever goes astray is doomed. "58 

These values colored the ummah with the 

dye of Islam and resulted in the rectitude of the 

individual's behavior by joining advice with 

action, knowledge with work, and understanding 

with implementation. This was done through the 

comprehensiveness of the divine direction on the 

basis of a pure human nature. For Allah chose the 

best of the people to be His Prophet's 

Companions. They were the best in the Days of 

Jahiliyah. As He is the best to know where to send 

His message, He is the best to know ·who deserves 

57 Ahmad, part 3, p . 387. 
58 ltfliif Al-Muhrah, part 1, p . 182. 
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the company of His Messenger and who deserves 

guidance. 

The Prophet ~ said, "You will find people 

like metals. The best in the Days of Jahiliyah are 

the best in Islam if they understand. "59 

9. Moving oratory. He ~ preserved the effect on 

the feelings through moving oratory. Allah's 

Qur'an has two characteristics. 

First, it is a proof that distinguishes truth 

from falsehood. Allah made it strong and 

explained it. 
"' J 11 ; ,.; • / 

"~ : ~~" ~ ~ uQ Y~' ~(1'- ~Jl 

~ . .. and We have sent down to thee the 

Book explaining all things ... ~ 

The second characteristic is its deep effect 

on the soul. Allah says: 

59 Muslim. 
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,, , , , _,, .. ' . 

•,.) .1:... ~.lf t-"' •, t- 4.>• ' z. •. ' ' . ..lJI .) .1!.. " 'z. ·:: ' ·~ l~ ,("' ;~ \S~" 
(""' y-; ~ ~ ('+!) ~ ~, .r-~ ~ ~ . , 

- • "" J J.., 

~ -r : r ) 1 " ~~ f~ Jl ;..t;_,.Li J 

~- . . a Book, consistent with itself, (Yet) 

repeating (its teaching in various 

aspects): the skins of those who fear 

their Lord tremble thereat; then their 

skins and their hearts do soften to the 

celebration of God's praises ... ~ 

J ,; "" .; .J. -"' ,.. 

l}'_j ~ ~:U1 ~ JaJi ~~ :~}.i ~') ~;.,}1 J! J;i ~ \~ I~!J'' 
0 ... ,.. ... J. , "" 

"~ : o..uU.1 " ~~~~ ~ ~ ::~rtJ ~~ ~) 4.> j _,Ai. ~~ ~ 

~ And when they listen to the revelation 

received by the Apostle, thou wilt see 

their eyes overflowing with tears, for 

they recognise the truth: they pray: "Our 

Lord! We believe; write us down among 

the witnesses." ~ 

~1\.\-M.a~~~a\\ s·. ~3) 

The Messenger of Allah ~ left his ummah 

after he had strongly expounded the truth for them 
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on a straight path whose night is as clear as its 

daytime. Abu Dhar (May Allah be pleased with 

him) said: The Messenger of Allah ~ left us, and 

no bird moves his wings in the sky without his 

having mentioned something about it to us. 60 

He ~ used to preach to them till their eyes 

were wet and their hearts were filled with awe, 

and he delivered his speeches as if he were 

warning them of an army that was on the alert day 

and night. He put in them the power of a religious 

feeling together with the strength of religious 

insight, which supplied them with right concepts. 

These right concepts did not allow ignorant claims 

of tribalism or nationalism or the separation of 

religion from government in any way or in any 

time.61 

60 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir A /-Qur 'an AI- 'Adhim, part 2, p. l3l. 
6 1 The separation of religion from govenunent is not a new 

phenomenon, but it was an aspect of ignorance in most ages. Allah the 
Almighty says in the words of the people of Shu' aib: $Hud 87 ~They 
said, "0 Shu' aib! Does thy (religion of) prayer command thee that we 
leave off the worship which our fathers practised, or that we leave off 
doing what we like with our property? Truly, thou art the one that 
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So, he spoke to the mind and the heart as 

well. Thus, his Companions were saved from the 

error of the people caused by the ignorance and 

error of scholars that is caused by harshness of the 

heart and dryness of the soul. 62 

Allah the Exalted teaches His servants how 

to worship Him: 

~ Show us the straight way, the way of 

those on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy 

Grace, those whose (portion) is not 

wrath, and who go not astray. ) 

\__~\-rat\\\a\\ \·. 6-1) 

Those on whom Allah has bestowed His 

grace are. 

forbeareth with faults and is right-minded!" 
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2:.-: :~l\::; ~ ~\ ~i ~~\ ~ ~ J\! J~:,JIJ illl ~ ~ J'' 
'\ : ~WI " ~~ ~~f ~J ~~IJ ~1~\J ~:t1 aliJ 

~ ... the Prophets (who teach), the sincere 

(lovers of Truth), the Witnesses (who 

testify), and the Righteous (who do 

good) .. ) 

Those whose portion is wrath are those who 

did not do the right th~ng although they knew it. 

Those who go astray are those ignorant of what is 

right and so they do what is contrary to it. 

1 0. A balance between the establishment and 

the spreading. He ~ balanced between the 

principal establishment through da 'wah and 

education and the spreading by removing the 

obstacles and opening the way before da' wah 

through jihad so that the range of the ummah 

would not be beyond the capacity of the best to 

bear it. This balance also was to change the 

reality by the power of proof and authority by 
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an ummah that was reared on truth and to 

defend it from falsehood and by a power by 

which Allah curbs what He did not curb in the 

Qur'an.63 So, he established the contribution of 

63 Abu Ghassan Al-Masma'i and Ibn Muthanna told us from Mu'adh 
bin Hisham from his father from Qutadah from Mutrafbin 'Abdullah 
bin Shukhair from 'Aiyad bin Khimar Al-Mujasha'i (May Allah be 
pleased with him): The Messenger of Allah ~ one day said in his 
speech, "Verily, my Lord ordered me to tell you what you are 
ignorant about of what He told me today: 'All the money I granted to 
My slave is lawful to him. I created all My worshipers as true slaves, 
and then the devils came to them and diverted them from their 
religion and prohibited what I had made lawful and ordered them to 
join gods with Me, a thing for which I gave no authority.' Allah 
looked at the people of the earth and disregarded whether they were 
Arabs or non-Arabs except a few of the People of the Book and said 
(to the Prophet), 'I sent you to test you and to test the people through 
you, and I sent down a Book to you not washed by water that you read 
while asleep or awake.' Allah ordered me to burn the Quraish. I said, 
'Oh my Lord! They will skin my head and leave it like a piece of 
bread.' He- glory be to Him- said, 'Get them out (of their land) as 
they forced you out. Spend money, for We will expend on you. Send 
an army and We will send five armies like it. Fight those who 
disobeyed you with those who obeyed you."' He said, "The people of 
Paradise are of three categories: a powerful yet just, beneficent and 
successful ruler; a kind man who has a merciful hea.rt towards any 
relative and Muslim; and a modest man with dependents who restrains 
himself." And He said, "The people of Hell are of five kinds: the 
betrayer who does not hide his greed and who always betrays; a man 
who, morning and night, does nothing but delude you, your family 
and possessions." And he mentioned the stingy. the liar, and the 
obscene and bawdy. 
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the people in defending and changing and their 

participation in power. 
J $ ,; "" 0 0 / ~, - J / / ' , , / / ....... $} 0 / 

~ J ~~IJ ~I 4.LJI o\ii J ~ _,l~ ~ jl~ j3 j ~I ~~~ ~ ;~" 
, ,...,., J 0 / ,.. - ,;' - 0 / // J 

ill I ::,?J J JP )'11 _;:_,:U ~ ~' 6 ),;~ ~81 ~~ ~~ ~Jl J ~~ ~ 
' ~ ; 

/ / / J 

'~ ' : o ~I " ~~I JS-~ J~ , 

~ By God's will, they routed them; and 

David slew Goliath; and God gave him 

power and wisdom and taught him 

whatever (else) He willed. And did not 

God check one set of people by means 

of another, the earth would indeed be 

full of mischief: but God is full of 

bounty to all the worlds. ~ 

~1\.\-~a<.\_O.Iah 1:. 1'S \) 

~~ ~; ~~j ili1 ~ ij _,it wi ~1 ~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ i;.. ;-f ~~'" 
/ 0 / " / ,. .,. oil Ill / 

~ :?~ ~~) ~~~J ~J ~lj.:P ~~ ~ ~~;~! ~81 
,., 'I /... , ~ J , - "' ,.,., / / f} 

t • : ~I " Y..j~.S fl ill\ W! o~J o·i ~ 4JJI W~ J IJ_¥ ~I ~I 

~ Did not God check one set of people 

by means of another, there would surely 

Narrated by Muslim with a slightly different word order. 
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have been pulled down monasteries, 

churches, synagogues, and mosques, in 

which the name of God IS 

commemorated in abundant measure. ~ 

\._1\.\-\\a)) 11:. L\\'l) 

And thus the Messenger of Allah ~ brought 

forth on these foundations the best ummah that 

was ever sent to people. It was an ummah that 

succeeded in remaining firm before the apostates 

after the death of the Prophet. And afterwards it 

succeeded in conquering the Byzantines in 

Palestine, defeating the Persians in Qadisiyah, 

opening Egypt by 'Amr bin AI- 'As, overcoming 

the Persian domination and opening Armenia and 

Georgia, as well as winning victory over the 

Byzantine fleet in the Battle of Dhat As-Sawari. 

All these battles that honor the beginning of Islam 

happened in the period between the death of the 

Prophet and the death of 'Uthman bin 'Affan and 
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the caliphate of' Ali bin Abi Talib (May Allah be 

pleased with them).64 

In all these events, Islam was the identity 

and center of attraction of this ummah. It was 

Islam that made it a great nation from scattered 

and conflicting tribes ruled by Persia and Rome in 

the best parts of it. We see the effect of this when 

Islam was the identity of the ummah for the 

Muslim individual of the masses, who did not see 

a reason to gather around anything other than 

Islam. He believed that Islam alone was the basis 

of loyalty and the sole bond of allegiance. Hence, 

he had no tendency to feel any repulsion towards 

living in his own land while ruled by a Muslim 

from another country. This was because the fact of 

being a Muslim outweighed anything else and the 

bond of religion was adequate. 

History tells us that a Muslim used to travel 

from the city of Tanjah till he reached Baghdad 

64 Dr. Alunad Al-Qadiri, Al-!sldm wa S.ard' Al-HarJ.drdt, Kitab Al
Ummah, no. 44, p. 64. 
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carrying no national or patriotic identity, yet all he 

raised was the Islamic motto of taw hid. Whenever 

he reached a land, he found fellow brothers in 

faith, despite the fact that they had different 

tongues and colors. This was because Islam 

melted all these distinctions and regarded them as 

ignorant slogans. 

It also narrates to us how the wanderer Ibn 

Battutah traveled from the Atlantic to the Pacific 

coast and he was not regarded as a foreigner in 

any city he passed through. On the contrary, he 

had the chance to be a judge or minister or 

ambassador, and he was not watched in any of his 

movements nor asked about his identity, 

nationality, profession or homeland. This was 

because the individuals of the ummah, in their 

movement from one Islamic country to another, 

did not need visas to enter or depart because Islam 

e~tablished their true identity and gave them the 
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nationality of faith and supplied them with the 

spirit of brotherhood and love. 65 

The ummah faced the Western Crusade 

invasion with an Islamic resistance. It regarded it 

as an invasion by the unbelievers of the lands of 

Islam, an invasion that had to be resisted and 

removed. It resisted as hard as it could the 

attempts to put Islamic jurisprudence aside and 

replace it with man-made laws, for such action 

was kufr, which would expel the ummah from the 

true religion if it accepted it. 

The Egyptians, when they fought against 

the French campaign, did not fight as Egyptians 

against the French but as Muslims against the 

unbelievers. The religious scholars were the 

leaders of this resistance, and this was what 

caused Napoleon to be so furious with Al-Azhar 

as the core of resistance to the Crusaders. 

65 Muhammad Muhammad Badri, Al-Ummah Al-Islamiyah min At
Tab 'iyah ita Ar-Riyadah, pp. 52-53. 
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The best proof was that Sulaiman Al

Halabi, who killed Napoleon's governor in Egypt, 

was not an Egyptian but a Muslim who was urged 

by his Islam to kill the leader of the Crusade 

directed against the land of Islam. 

The enemies of this ummah realized its 

identity, so they tried to woo it by claiming Islam 

or love for its people, as Napoleon did on entering 

Egypt. 

How did the ummah deviate from its 

identity and lose its social coherence? 

The ummah deviated for two reasons: 

1. A defect in the juristic academic direction of the 

intelligentsia led to the weakness of the power 

of obligation and the religious disagreement of . 

the Muslims. 

2. A defect in the political direction of the people 

of authority and contention led to the weakness 

of the bond of unity and the earthly 

disagreement of the Muslims. 
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Ibn Taimiyah spoke about this deviation: 

Among the great reasons behind the 

innovations of the word twisters like the 

Jahmiyah [a deviant sect] and others is 

their inability to debate the unbelievers 

and the mushrikun, for they debate them 

and dispute without truth and justice, 

claiming (by such act) that they are 

aiding Islam. The others fall on them 

because of their ignorance and injustice, 

and they argue with them using 

objections and comparisons. Hence, 

they are compelled to renounce some of 

the truth with which the Messenger of 

Allah ~ was sent, and they cause 

injustice and offence to their fellow 

believers with what the unbelievers 

surmounted them. Their speech, hence, 

will include faith and kufr, guidance and 

error, and truth and falsehood. It will 

incorporate two opposites and they will 
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be in disagreement with both the 

unbelievers and the believers, like those 

who fight against the unbelievers and 

the believers. They will be like the 

governors of the various places who are 

remiss in obeying Allah and His Prophet 

till Allah forces the enemies on them to 

fulfill His saying: 
J "" - ... "' (I ... J - , , 

~ . o- W~l: ~r.;o I WI W~l ~;II .. '. ~ .. 1°.1' :; ', ..UI WI" 
~ M ~ r . . ~ ~ y.. ~ y y .J.., . 
' ' ' ~ , ... • , , ... .... ....... 0 ... 

' o o : WI~ JT " ~)._ J.#- ill I Wl ~@ ~'- all W. jjl J I~ 

~ Those of you who turned back on the 

day the two hosts met, -it was Satan 

who caused them to fail, because of 

some (evil) they had done. But God has 

blotted out (their fault): for God is Oft

Forgiving, Most Forebearing.) 

They fight the enemies by means that 

include disobedience to Allah like 
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treason, mutilation, malice and 

aggression until, in fighting this enemy, 

they have to transgress upon their fellow 

believers and take over their souls, 

possessions and lands. Hence, their 

fighting their fellow believers became a 

type of fighting against the unbelievers, 

and perhaps they regard fighting the 

Muslims as certain. By such attributes 

did Allah's Prophet ~ describe the 

Khawarij [a deviant group in Islam] by 

saying, "They kill the Muslims and 

leave the heathens." 

This is found in the history of many 

non-Arabs kings and others who belong 

to the innovators and the dissipated so 

that the condition of those in authority 

and power resembles the condition of 

the intelligentsia. 66 

66 Ibn Taimiyah, Al-Fatawd Al-Kubra. 
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May Allah be merciful to the Sheikh of 

Islam Ibn Taimiyah. 

Undoubtedly, what corrupted religion was 

none but the kings and evil rabbis and priests. 

Whoever reads the history of Islam well realizes 

that the flaw in the ruling system corrupted the 

bonding power of the Muslims and that the flaw in 

the Islamic concepts and trends corrupted the 

Muslims' power of commitment. When the 

bonding power and the power of commitment 

were corrupted because of worldly and religious 

disunity, the existence of the ummah collapsed 

and hence it became degraded, rotten, and 

disunited. And there is no hope of reforming the 

Muslims' situation except by abandoning the laws 

of necessity that have lasted for ten centuries in 

the policies, conditions of authority, and 

government systems in favor of the enduring laws. 

This is imperative to remedy the situation of the 

people of authority and contention to return to the 

correct concepts and trends through the efforts of 
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the scholars. And whoever realizes this 

understands the point in the Prophet's warning 

against Banu Qantura'. Banu Qantura' are the 

Turks, who had full authority in Islam from the 

third Hijri century up till the collapse of the 

Islamic caliphate.67 

67 ' Abdullah bin Buraidah narrated from his father (May Allah be 
pleased with him): I was sitting with the Prophet ~ and we heard the 
Prophet ~ say, "My nation will be ruled by some people who have 
wide faces and small eyes as if their faces were gears (and he repeated 
this three times) till they overcome them in the Arab Peninsula. The 
first thing: Those who flee from them will be saved. The second: 
Some will perish while others will be safe. The third: They will cut 
them as if they were harvesting them." They asked, "0 Messenger of 
Allah, who are they?" He said, "They are the Turks." And he said, "I 
swear by Him in Whose hands is my soul, they will tie their horses to 
the pillars of the Muslims' mosques." He (the narrator) said: 
Afterwards, Buraidah kept two or three camels, packed his luggage, 
and prepared some water to be ready to flee from the affliction of the 
Turks that he heard the Prophet warning about. (Ahmad part 5, pp. 
348-49) 

Ibn Mas ' ud narrated in a chain of transmission from the 
Prophet: "Be peaceful with the Turks as long as they are with you." 
And he said, "The first who will deprive my people of what they 
possess and of what Allah has blessed them with are the Banu 
Qantura' (the Turks1." (See Yusufbin ' Abdullah bin Yusuf Al-Wabil, 
"Qatal At-Turk wa Qatal Al-' Ajam", pp. 93, 99 KitabAshra£As
Sa 'ah, Dar A!-Tibah, Maktabah Ibn Jawzi, 140911 989). 
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Atlas Tarfkh Al-Islam (Atlas of the History 

of Islam) mentioned about the kings of the Turks 

and the non-Arabs: 

In our study we have passed by great 

nations that had glorious beginnings, 

such as the Samaniyun, Ghaznuyun, 

Aiyubiyun, and tTurks. However, all of 

them were harsh with the people and 

very avaricious of their money and had 

no care about their lives, and this was 

why many of them collapsed after a 

while. They turned into small tyrannies 

in which their inhabitants struggled for 

power because it was the cardinal 

means to get money. 68 

And in such ways, the kings of the non

Arabs and the Turks who defended Islam from 

external forces were the very ones who depleted 

the power of its communities internally till every 

capability to give was exhausted. These 

68 Dr. Hussain Mu ' nis, Atlas Tdrfkh Al-Isldm . 

175 



The Path to Paradise (At- Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

communities stagnated or became degraded 1n 

their inner structure as regards the system of 

government and administration, society, economy, 

and construction. This was the defect of the 

people who had authority and power. 

Ibn Taimiyah described a part of the flaw of 

the intelligentsia that weakened the ability of the 

ummah to resist when it was attacked by the 

secular invasion in his time, but his words hold 

true for our time as well: 

Some people were so confused about 

the basis of Islam that they got involved 

in great matters that are shirk, which 

negates Islam. They did not regard such 

things as shirk and they incorporated 

into tawhid and Islam false things that 

they regarded as a sort of taw hid while, 

in fact, these things negate it. They 

excluded major things from Islam and 

tawhid that they did not regard as part of 

tawhid but which are, in fact, its basis. 
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Most of those people did not regard 

tawhid except what is related to words 

and opinion, believing in this while 

excluding what is related to deeds and 

will. 69 

Those people missed the proper 

understanding of faith by submitting to and 

accepting the judgment of the one who 

communicated to them. By doing so, they missed 

the concept of tawhid with its two kinds-belief 

and deeds. They affirmed the taw hid of belief (the 

oneness of Allah as the Supreme Power) but they 

did not affirm the tawhid of deeds (the oneness of 

Allah as a deity) with its three principles 

(designating Allah with authority, allegiance, 

sacrifice and devotion). 

And thus, the resistance of the ummah to 

secularism was weakened, and secularism 

succeeded in penetrating the Islamic lands and 

69 Ibn Taimiyah, Al-Fatawa Al-Kubra. 
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finding a lawful means to control them by 

claiming that the rulers are Muslims! 

With this aggravation of the germ of 

suspension of shari 'ah (Islamic law) by limiting 

faith to the belief by heart or tongue or both 

without accepting judgment, and with its spread 

not only among ordinary people but also among 

the intelligentsia, and with the entrance of 

secularism into the Islamic lands and the 

announcement of the secularists at the very 

beginning that they are Muslims and that 

secularism does not contradict Islam, the identity 

was lost with the plurality of laws, and people 

became confused. 

Then, with the absence of the proper 

concepts of allegiance and loyalty, the secularists 

claimed that \vhat people should agree on is not 

based on religion but that allegiance and loyalty 

should be based on other aims, such as patriotism 

and nationalism. 
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So, with the germ of suspension, the 

absence of the concepts of allegiance, as well as 

the Sufism that spread in the ummah, in addition 

to the severe attack of secularism and the presence 

of some phenomena of alienation, things became 

meaningless and concepts were confused with 

each other. People became perplexed about the 

concepts of doctrine (which is admitting the 

worship of Allah by accepting His laws and 

refusing anything else), and of lawfulness and 

gathering around a certain aim, and of obedience 

and submission, and the laws of respecting blood 

and possessions. 

Under this shadow of confusion and 

dissolving, secularism succeeded in establishing 

itself, without a Muslim determining his position 

in it, and without any resistance from the 

ummah.70 

70 See Dr. Muhammad Muhammad Hussain, Al-lsldm wa Al-Haf!.arah 
Al-Gharbiyah, pp. 202, 208. 
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At the end of the nineteenth century, the 

secularists posed the idea of gathering round, 

belonging to, and agreeing on Arab Nationalism 

(The Arab League) instead of the Islamic league. 

However, they were not satisfied with this, for 

they wanted more disunity for the nation. After 

World War I, they posed the idea of the various 

nationalities that were prevalent in ancient history 

before Islam, such as the Ancient Egyptian, the 

Assyrian, Babylonian, Phoenician, Persian, 

Indian, Turanian and other nationalities of 

Jahiliyah71 that started to eat away the bones of 

the ummah, leading to further establishment of 

secularism and diverting the ummah away from its 

identity. 

Yet, they are still not satisfied with this. 

Now they are trying to make Francophonism, 

international laws, and the Middle East laws the 

bonds that gather people together and to disfigure 

any previous identity of this ummah to demean 

71 Ibid., pp. 236 ff. 
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and humiliate it and to make it a follower of the 

offspring of pigs and monkeys. 

So, what was the result of the ummah's 

lack of Islamic identity? 

When the Islamic identity - as a firmly 

rooted and stable identity - is absent in a Muslim 

country, there will be alienation (which is a 

political void and loss of belonging) because of 

the weakness of the society around any other 

borrowed identities and the inability of such 

identities to fill the void that the Islamic identity 

left. This leads to: 

1. The reign of the most despicable. When 

alienation takes place, the most honorable and 

the wisest people lose their control over the 

nation because the society becomes an anarchy, 

a vagabond who follows everyone who calls 

and believes in every caller because of the 

plurality of the attraction centers in the nation. 

People do not gather round the honorable, 

respectable and wise people. On the contrary, 
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they follow the deceiving, the charlatans, and 

the meanest, and they get scattered round them. 

2. Subordination to the outside world. This was 

a result of the establishment of small countries 

out of the fragmentation of big ones and the 

separation from the large Islamic cultural 

scheme. All these factors led to the submission 

to the large entities in order to fill the political 

void and to defend them internally and 

externally because of the absence of available 

public funds as a result of the weakness of 

public support, the fluctuation of the public's 

allegiance, and, consequently, its acceptance of 

any identity, as it has no identity of its own. 

3. Corruption. It is inevitably generated as a 
result of subordination and the rule of the most 
despicable. AI so, the prevalence of corruption 
supports the reign of the most despicable and 
prepares the way for subordination. This 
justifies the malignant and embittered circle in 
which the Islamic umrnah lives and which 
includes all these three results. 
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Islamic scheme Alienation 
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This figure explains how secularism leads 
to the reign of the most despicable, subordination, 
and corruption. 
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How to save the ummah from this serious 

and grave state? 

Some righteous Predecessors of this ummah 

(May Allah be pleased with them all) said, "The 

conditions of this ummah will not be right except 

with what it was right at the beginning." 

We saw how its very beginning was right 

and how the Messenger of Allah r turned the 

struggling, separate and hateful tribes - in which 

social injustice, moral corruption, and political 

tyranny prevailed and ignorance dominated their 

bodies and souls till they worshiped idols and 

stones - into an ummah that was the best ever 

sent to people. And so, to get the people out of 

this serious state, we must follow the Messenger 

of Allah in reviving the Islamic identity. This can 

be done by purifying it, establishing it on the pure 

taw hid, and preventing the separation of religion 

from worldly life by revitalizing the Islamic 

identity in the hearts of the children of this 

ummah, by intensifying the religious feelings and 
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the loyalty to Islam, by bringing this identity out 

of the subconscious and removing the nonsense 

that covered it, and introducing it to the reality of 

many people who belong to this religion, besides 

establishing it on true tawhid and stripping it of 

any other current issues and national interests. All 

these things were done by Allah's Messenger 

when he called the people to adopt true tawhid 

without adopting the issues of social justice, Arab 

nationalism, or moral reform for their own sake, 

for he liberated this identity from any other factors 

of attention or poles of attraction for the people. 

Whesome branches of the Islamic 

movement at the beginning of the twentieth 

century mixed their call to true tawhid and 

adopted current issues at that time - such as 

justice, industrialization, independence, 

colonization, etc. - people were a bit confused. 

They were unable to realize the distinction 

between the Islamic movement and the branches 

of the national labor movement, for all of them 
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adopted the same issues, but one from an Islamic 

point of view while the other from a national point 

of view. There was nothing to prevent such people 

from gathering round this or that so long as all 

belonged to Islam and it did not degrade their 

Islam to lean towards one people or another. 

This confusion and vagueness of belief of 

the Islamic movement in presenting its issue and 

mixing it with others - which gave its enemies 

an opportunity to pull the rug out from under it by 

claiming to adopt the same aims as the Islamic 

movement and even to execute them, albeit 

pretentiously - caused the Islamic movement to 

lose the gathering of the people round it and to 

lose its power of attraction, thus allowing its 

enemies to strike it continuously in a plan to fight 

against Allah's religion on earth. All this 

happened while the ummah stood with hands tied, 

motionless and unaware of what was happening. 

So, the Islamic movement has to purify the 

identity in its call and present the issue without 
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any other issues. It also has to concentrate on pure 

tawhid, the tawhid adopted by the imams and 

Predecessors of this ummah and on what was 

proven in the Qur'an and Sunnah. It has to follow 

the faith in taw hid of the followers of the Sunnah 

and the Group, not that of the innovators and 

those who like to argue. It should be a tawhid of 

deity ( aluhiyah) that includes and calls for the 

tawhid of Allah as the Supreme Power 

(rububiyah) with its three fundamentals: 

designating Allah alone with authority, allegiance, 

sacrifice and devotion. This prevents the non

religious secularism from participating with Islam 

in attracting people, claiming to be a law other 

than Allah's and a bond other than Islam that joins 

people together. And thus, whoever accepts 

secularism refuses Allah's law, for one's heart 

cannot combine faith in Allah and admission of 

tawhid with admission of the legitimacy of 

defying Allah by refusing His laws and accepting 

others and by withdrawing one's loyalty from 

187 



The Path to Paradise (At- Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

Islam to be loyal to other nationalities or 

identities. 

Secularism combined two characteristics: 

agreeing on anything other than Islam and 

belonging to any other than shari' ah. 

In other words, it included: 

1. Taking for protection any other than Allah 

by gathering around and giving allegiance 

to any other than Islam. 

2. Seeking any other than Allah to rule by 

accepting laws other than Allah's and 

affiliating with them. By this clear 

demonstration of judging secularism by 

Allah's law, it is sufficient to refuse 

secularism as laws other than Allah's and 

as a bond of loyalty other than the bond 

and identity of Islam. 

This lack of clarity in the concept of the 

current Islamic movement in its beginning led 

many people to quickly separate from it and quit 
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supporting it in favor of the secular systems. Or at 

least they did not refuse or resist secularism with 

the first proposal that appeared or with the first 

interest they gained- or thought they gained

such as fulfilling some of their national aims like 

liberalization, industrialization, social justice or 

independence, as these systems claimed to be able 

to do. 

Besides, the Islamic movement should 

regard the separation of religion and the world as 

unlawful. Nothing is regarded as lawful except 

what the Messenger of Allah ~ and his 

Companions adopted, for the deviant Khawari j 

and Rawafid and others like them had no lawful 

cause to gather them. 72 

Generally speaking, by observing the useful 

lessons from the Prophet's guidance as to forming 

the ummah and observing what happened 

afterwards as to the straying from this guidance, 

72 Concluded from Imam Ash-Shatbi, Al-I 'ti~am . 
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we realize our crucial need nowadays to correct 

the concepts in four spheres. 

1. Tawhid and creed 

This correction needs the following: 

a) Eliminating the phenomenon of shirk in 

governing, allegiance, and devotion 73 and 

bringing out those who Allah wants to be 

saved from the darkness of shirk to the 

light of tawhid in order for the final 

salvation from eternal Hellfire to be 

fulfilled. 

The Messenger of Allah r was asked, "What 

are the two obligations?" He said, "He who 

dies not joining any god with Allah will go to 

Paradise and he who dies joining anything 

with Allah will go to Hell."74 

73 The apparent devotion embodies the action of the hearts such as 
trusting in Allah, repenting to Him, entrusting Him, feeling humility, 
love, fear, hope, satisfaction, and serenity before Him; and being 
reassured by remembering and glorifying Him, etc. 

74 Muslim. 
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b) Denying the lawfulness of religious 

diversity. 

c) Denying the lawfulness of secular systems. 

d) Purifying the ummah from worshiping 

graves and other manifestations of shirk 

and innovations. 

2. The participation of the ummah 

This results from 

a) A genuine respect for human rights 

according to what Allah the Almighty set 

and blessed the children of Adam with. 

~(hll ;} ~llJ~J ~IJ ~\ J ~d~) ~;~ ~ (;..~ :UJ)n 
""' , , ; 

IJ • • .... ,. ""' • ,..._, 

v. : ~~r~' " ~ ,~a1;,;. ~ _p;; jS-~~ J 
# 

~ We have honoured the sons of Adam; 

provided them with transport on land 

and sea; given them for sustenance 

things good and pure; and conferred on 
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them special favours, above a great part 

of Our Creation. ~ 

\1\.\-\~ta' \1 ·. 1 \)) 

b) Giving more space to the development of 

the ordinary person. 

c) Abandoning the ways of variance, 

suggestion, change and spirit of 

selfishness for team spirit and enhancing 

the group bond. 

d) Effecting the participation of the ummah 

in change after filling the political void 

and enabling those in power, those 

responsible for ijtihad, and the best ones to 

participate. 

e) Overthrowing the lawfulness of the 

separation of religion from worldly life. 

3. Balancing in religious talk between reason 

and feelings 

This results from keeping the power of 

religious feeling together with the strength of the 
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legal origin of knowledge and the power of 

religious insight in order to reject secularism, 

nationalism, subordination to the international 

camps of unbelief, and any other confusions that 

affect the concept of Islam. 

4. Balancing between keeping the aim and 

steadiness on a principle and the real 

necessity of flexibility and adaptation to 

reality 

This results from freeing the identity from 

confusions in order that Islam may enjoy its 

independent identity on which its unique ummah 

may be established. Any necessary adaptation to 

reality should not contradict this aim. 
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CHAPTER 4 

ISLAM: A DYE THAT COLORS 
THE NATION 

Allah the Almighty says: 

... " " tl • , ,.. ~ / 

"wJlt~ AJ :;,JJ ·~ ~' ~ ~i :;J A.UI a~" , 

,,." : o~' 

~ (Our religion) takes its hue from Allah 

and who can give a better hue than 

Allah. It is He Whom we worship. ~ 

This verse, together with others, was a reply 

to those who said : 

~. . . "Become Jews or Christians if ye 

would be guided (to salvation)." Say 

thou: "Nay! (I would rather) the 
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Religion of Abraham the True, and he 

joined not gods with God."~ 

\1\.\-"Bal\_ata\\ 1:. \3 S) 

So Allah's hue (§:ibghah) or dye was the 

religion of Ibrahim, the religion of Allah that He 

the Almighty was pleased with for His servants, 

and the fitrah (original nature) with which He 

created people. 

Our Lord - glory be to Him - called His 

religion a dye because (yet the full knowledge is 

with Him alone) its effect was apparent on the 

pious people like the effect of dye on anything 

colored with it. This religion penetrated their 

hearts as a dye penetrates a garment. 

Its effect was like the effect of dye on their 

appearances and attitudes, their behaviors and 

morals, their trade and transactions, their 

industries and agriculture, and each and every 

human behavior they did till this divine dye and 

this supreme color became their religion. The 
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Messenger of Allah ~ and his blessed 

Companions \Vere the first example of the result of 

this coloring. For 'A'ishah (May Allah be pleased 

with her) was once asked about the nature of the 

Prophet and she said, "His nature was (that of) the 

Qur' an."75 

Abu 'Abdur-Rahman As-Salami reported: 

Those who taught us the Qur'an told us that they 

used to learn the Qur'an from the Prophet and that 

when they learned ten verses, they never started 

learning any others till they did the good deeds 

that were mentioned in them. Thus we learned 

both the Qur'an and deeds together."76 

Ibn Mas 'ud (May Allah be pleased with 

him) narrated: When anyone of us learned ten 

verses, he did not go beyond them till he knew 

their meanings and did what they called for. 77 

75 Ha-Mim, part 6, pp. 91 , 163. 
76 Ibn Kathir, part 5, p. 454; part 8, p. 214; AI-Bidayah wa An

Nahiiyah , part 6, p. 41. 
77 Ibn Tairniyah, Muqadimat fi Fahm At-Tafsir. 
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Allah the Exalted and Blessed tells us about 

the Qur'an's comprehensiveness: 

~ Nothing have We omitted from the 

Book~ 

~~\-~r\ am (Y. 3 ~) 

Abu Dhar Al-Ghaffari (May Allah be 

pleased with him) said: The Messenger of Allah ~ 

left us (with such full knowledge) that not even a 

bird flaps its wings in the sky but he told us 

something about it. 78 

So he left them on a clear straight path 

whose night is as clear as its daytime, and the Jew 

was justified when he said to Salman Al-Farisi 

(May Allah be pleased with him), "A Messenger 

was sent to you and he taught you about 

everything, like food, clothing, sleep, even 

excrement." 79 

78 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Al-Qur 'an AI- 'Adhim, part 2, p. 131. 
79 Sayed Sabiq, Fiqh As-Sunnah, part 1, p. 33. 
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This is a practical explanation of Allah's 

order to the :f\,fessenger and his followers when He 

says 
, <tl ~ - "',... ... / / fl 0.,. 

" ~\All~ .u.! -~ ~ ~, ! t:A..P ~\ li " -~ . ) ~ ~ ~ J 4.S J ~ J ~ . iJ" 

'," : rw~l 

~ Say: ''Truly, my prayer and my service 

of sacrifice, my life and my death, are 

(all) for God, the Cherisher of the 

Worlds."~ 

The result of this divine dye appeared in the 

earliest Muslims, as we have said, and its 

penetration, like the penetration of cloth, purified 

their hearts from any filth, doubt, injustice, envy, 

dependence on anyone other than Allah, and other 

diseases of the heart. 

They were colored by the divine dye, which 

is the religion of Ibrahim, i.e., Islam, and they 

were immersed in the love of Allah, the love of 

His Messenger ~, and the love of His faithful 
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servants, the believers. They were absorbed by the 

fear of Allah, returning to Him in repentance, 

believing in Him, worshiping Him, accepting His 

judgment patiently, being grateful for His favors, 

accepting what He destined for them, pleading for 

His mercy, fearing His punishment, depending on 

Him alone, and saying and doing other things of 

the heart. Thus, their hearts were made pious by 

this dye. 

Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman reported that the 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Trust was sent down 

to the root of men's hearts, then the Qur'an was 

sent down, so they learned from the Qur' an and 

they learned from the S unnah. "80 

Trust is the spring of faith, and on such 

hearts the Qur'an was revealed, so they accepted it 

and took it seriously, not as a subject of 

controversy. 

8° Fatf1 At-Barf, part 43, no. 7086. 
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It was narrated in a tradition: We were 

taught faith, then we were taught the Qur'an. 

When anyone joined this religion, he 

stripped himself of any dye and wiped out any 

color other than what matched this divine dye and 

this divine color. 

Speaking about this generation, the martyr 

of Islam Sayed Qutb said: 

When one entered Islam, he took off, on 

its threshold, all his past in Jahiliyah. 

The moment he came to Islam, he felt he 

was beginning a new era completely 

separate from the life he used to live in 

those days of ignorance. 

He was doubtful, suspicious and 

alarmed of all he was used to in 

Jahiliyah, feeling that all those deeds 

were filth that does not fit Islam; and 
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through this feeling he received the new 

guidance of Islam.81 

He accepted this guidance and this order to 

carry it out as soon as he heard it, like a soldier in 

a battlefield when he takes the daily order to 

execute it immediately, exactly as Allah the 

Almighty tells us what the faithful believers say: 

~They say, "We hear and we obey."~ 

\~n-N\1-r 1~·. S \) 

Thus, this feeling of receiving orders to 

execute facilitated their actions, reduced the 

weight of obligations on them, and mixed the 

Qur'an within them, coloring them and turning 

their souls and lives into a practical manner and a 

moving culture that does not stay in the minds or 

books but turns into actions and deeds that change 

the course of life as a whole. 82 

81 Sayed Qutb, Mu'alim fi A!-Tariq (Milestones), pp. I8ff. 
82 Ibid., p. 18. 
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This religion is a dye that colors the whole 

lives of the Muslims. 

It is a dye in creed and ethics, culture and 

language, sciences and knowledge, arts and social 

sciences. It is a dye in trade and economy, politics 

and governing, da' wah and media, customs and 

traditions. It is a dye in all the spheres of life. 

It is a dye that colors schools and 

universities, houses and streets, 

industries, clubs and conferences, 

communities. It is a dye everywhere. 

farms and 

shops and 

It is a dye that produces the best ummah 

ever produced by people. They are the most 

beneficial to all people. They enjoin good and 

forbid evil, taking them in chains to let them enter 

Paradise. 

It is a dye that produces the Muslim 

scientist who has the morals of this dye in his 

innovations and inventions, not like the one who 

plays with Allah's creation in heredity and 

reproduction as if he is playing with rats, or the 
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scientist who exploits his knowledge to 

exterminate all of Allah's creatures, whether they 

be young or old, men or women, disabled or 

handicapped. 

This dye also produces the Muslim 

merchant who is honest and trustworthy, who does 

not cheat and give short weight, who abstains 

from cheating and from swearing by Allah 

wrongfully, a merchant who is intent on earning a 

lawful profit, fearing to build his body from 

something forbidden that would lead him to Hell. 

On the contrary, he recommends the best for the 

Muslims in their trade and does not accept for 

them what he does not for himself. 

This dye produces, as well, the Muslim 

manufacturer who masters his trade because he 

knows the saying of the Prophet ~, "Allah the 

Almighty likes that when one of you does a job, 

he perfects it." This manufacturer does not cheat, 

neglect, or waste the money of the Muslims in 
. 

vatn. 
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This dye produces the Muslim house that is 

surrounded by angels and wrapped in mercy 

because of the constant remembrance of Allah. 

The books that narrated about the lives of the 

Predecessors told us about someone who used to 

stay awake all night worshiping Allah in turns 

with his wife and servant, one of them staying 

awake for the first third of night, another for the 

second third, and another for the last third of the 

night. 

A house dominated by love and mercy 

between man and wife, where the adult is 

respected and the youngsters are treated 

mercifully, isa house that raises generations 

brought up on Islam and faith. 

Such dye also generates the Muslim school 

that brings up its students to be pious Muslims 

with an educational system that is well planned, 

detailed and firmly established. The teachers have 

good experience and knowledge, they practice 

Islam and have the morals of the Qur' an in their 
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behavior, dealings, appearances, and all other 

affairs. 

The dye of Islam produces the Muslim 

street in which the laws of Allah are respected and 

in which nothing happens that is against Allah's 

directions and orders without it being condemned. 

This street is free of any woman displaying her 

charms or any loitering young man who has 

nothing to do except disturb the passersby. 

This Muslim street is also devoid of any 

obscene or bawdy word that is thrown about or 

any filthy insults or indecencies coming from 

every direction. No, quite the opposite, its form, 

color, and appearance are a mirror that reflects the 

ethics of the Muslim society with its principles, 

concepts and morals, whether they be regarding 

sex, trade, greetings, the behavior of passersby 

and the sitting, or the relations between the young 

and old or between the sitting and passersby. 

This dye produces for us people, each in his 

or her own sphere, being changed and colored by 
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the dye of this right religion. Each person turns 

into a model till each individual becomes an 

ummah in himself by which others are guided. 
, ,.,., ~ . ,. ~ , / "" -" ~ ?J.' ~ ~ ~ .J '(:._ ~ ~\i ~i w\S" ~1;.1 w1" 

'~•: ~I 

~ Abraham was indeed a model 

[ ummah ], devoutly obedient to God, 

(and) true in faith, and he joined not 

gods with God.) 

(~ll-No.\\\ \Er. \1(J) 

For Ibrahim (peace be upon him) was an 

example to be followed. This dye even makes the 

earth give ouf its treasures and benefits in order 

that people may profit from them, as it did for our 

predecessors. It was narrated that among the 

treasures of Banu Umaiyah there was found a 

grain of wheat the size of a date and on it was 

written, "This is a product of the time of justice." 

Even inanimate objects submit to those who 

are colored by Allah's dye, as they did for those 

206 



The Path to Paradise (At- Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

before us, for the sun was once prevented from 

setting for the sake of a pious man of Mus a's 

people so that he could conquer Jerusalem. 83 

Finally, we say, this dye was apparent in the 

Companions of Muhammad when the Christians 

of Syria said about them, "We swear by Allah that 

these people are better than the disciples of' I sa as 

far as we know."84 

Besides, it was a cause of victory. Sayed 

Qutb said: 

Muhammad bin 'Abdullah ~ won 

victory the day he made his Companions 

a living picture of his faith eating and 

trading; the day he formed from each of 

them a living Qur'an stepping on eaqh; 

the day he made every person a clear 

example of Islam which people could 

see, and they saw Islam. 

83 Yusha' (Joshua) bin Nun, the servant of Musa. Ibn Kathir, Al
Badayah wa An-Nahayah. 

84 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Al-Qur'an Al- 'Adhim. 
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Texts alone do not make anything, and 

the Qur'an alone does not work until 

there is a man, and the principles alone 

do not live until they are behaviors. 

Thus, Muhammad ~ let his first aim be 

making men, not preaching. He aimed at 

creating consciences, not delivering 

speeches; at establishing an ummah, and 

not mere philosophy. 

As for the idea itself, it was undertaken 

by the Holy Qur'an. Muhammad's job 

was to tum the abstract idea into men 

touched by hands and seen by eyes. 

Muhammad ~ was victorious when he 

molded persons from the concept of 

Islam and turned their belief in Islam 

into deeds and copied tens, hundreds, 

and thousands of copies of the Qur' an. 

He did not copy it with ink on paper, but 

with light on papers made of hearts, and 

sent them to treat people, deal with them 

208 



The Path to Paradise (At- Tariq ila Al-Jannah) 

and tell them, through words and deeds, 

what is Islam, which Muhammad was 

sent with by Allah. 85 

This dye influenced and colored those who 

came after them. It was what caused many people 

to join Islam, and it was the cause of the spread of 

Islam to the Indian Ocean, south -east Asia, central 

Africa, and other places. 

Sheikh 'Abdullah Nasih 'Ulwan said: 

Islam reached all these nations through 

Muslim traders and truthful inviters to 

Islam who gave a true example of Islam 

in their behavior, honesty, truthfulness 

and loyalty. This was followed by good 

words and good advice, so the people 

joined Islam in huge numbers and 

believed in the new religion out of 

conviction, belief and will. If it were not 

for these trader-inviters being 

distinguished by their morals, being 

85 Sayed Qutb, Darasat Islamiyah: Inti~ar Muhammad. 
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good ·examples among those people 

through their honesty and 

trustworthiness, and being known for 

their gentleness and friendliness, 

millions of people would not have 

embraced Islam or joined its guidance 

and mercy. 86 

This means that Islam if turns into a 
comprehensive cultural source in our real world 
together with the Islamic identity, the basis of the 
Islamic cultural scheme will be formed. This 
scheme may provide a gathering of beliefs that 
takes us from small entities separated by limited 
nationalism into confronting the international 
blocks with our cultural scheme that opposes 
theirs. All this can happen in a time when there is 
no place for small entities and the Zionist 
crusading imperialism is intent on scattering us 
completely. 

86 ' Abdullah Nasih 'Ulwan, Tarbaiyah Al-Awlad fi Al-Islam (Child 
Education in Islam), part 2, p. 624. 
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CHAPTER 5 

ISLAM: A LAW THAT CONTROLS 

THE LIFE OF THE UMMAH 
Linguistic meaning of "shari' ah", divine 

law 

The root of the word "shari' ah" is from 

shara 'a, which means to enact a law, to start, and 

to make apparent. 

The early Arabs used the word "shari'ah" to 

mean 

1. A place that people sought and went to 

in order to get water. 

2. A great road. 

3. A straight way. 

As a technical term 

The Sheikh of Islam Ibn Taimiyah said, 

"The shari'ah is the Book of Allah and the Sunnah 
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of His Messenger and what the Predecessors 

applied on themselves87 in their beliefs, affairs, 

worship, deeds, policies, governments, states, and 

offerings. "88 

Allah the Glorified says 
/' "" ""' - .,; "" ; / ., ... ,., 0 , 

W ~ ~ ~~I ~I)Ai t? ~J ~li ;~1 ;} ~; ._;:s, ~~ ~" 
. ... ,. • #I ; #. • / 

tu1 · • / ~\.J i • .... .,;; /· ~ . tll3jl WI 1··\ 4.UI '. ~I ~t .. J • J fl * J ~ -/J ('f . ~ .J - / ~ ~ ~"+' · 
" 

' .. _," : lJ~I II~¢' :t) 
~ Then We put thee on the (right) Way 

of Religion: so follow thou that (Way), 

and follow not the desires of those who 

know not. They will be of no use to thee 

in the sight of God: it is only wrong

doers (that stand as) protectors, one to 

another: but God is the Protector of the 

Righteous. ~ 

87 When their works were out of the continuous application of what was 
from the Messenger of Allah r it was a practical Sunnah. 

88 Ibn Taimiyah, Majmu · Al-Fatawa, part 17. 
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1. ~ Then We put thee on the (right) Way of 

Religion: so follow thou that (Way), and follow 

not the desires of those who do not know ~ 

Allah the Almighty explains that man has to 

follow one of two things: either Allah's laws that 

He sent to His Messenger, or the interests of the 

ignorant. 

Allah forbade His Messenger from 

following the interests of those who do not know 

or respect the laws of the ummah after him. 

A Muslim should not tum from anything of 

the shari'ah, the divine law, to any of the earthly 

interests, positive (man-made) law, or customs 

and traditions that oppose the laws ofAllah, or to 

any other interests. 

Allah the Almighty says: 

~ Do they then seek after a judgment of 

(the Days of) Ignorance? But who, for a 
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people whose faith is assured, can give 

better judgment than God? ~ 

Ibn Kathir said in his explanation of this 

verse: 

Allah the Almighty disapproves of 

those who deviate from the firm law of 

Allah, which contains every good and 

forbids every evil, and turn to other 

opinions, interests, and conventions set 

by humans without any reference to 

Allah's laws, such as the falsehood and 

ignorance by which the ignorant people 

governed, which they set according to 

their opinions and interests. It is like the 

royal policies that the Tartars govern by, 

taken from their king Genghis Khan, 

who produced for them a book called 

Yasaq, which is a collection of laws 

taken from different Laws, such as the 

Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and others. 
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The book contains many laws set from 

his own viewpoint and interest, and so it 

became a law that his people should 

follow and which they prefer over 

judgment by the Book of Allah and the 

Sunnah of His Messenger. Whoever 

does this is a kafir (unbeliever) who 

should be fought till he returns to the 

authority of Allah and His Messenger 

and who should not be taken as a judge 

in anything major or minor. 89 

He mentioned the agreement on this issue: 

Whoever leaves the law revealed to 

Muhammad bin 'Abdullah ~,the Seal 

of the Prophets, and seeks the judgment 

of any other worldly laws is a kafir. 

What about the one who seeks the 

judgment of Al-Yasaq and prefers it? 

89 Ibn Kathir, Taftir AI-Qur'an AI- 'Adhfm , part 2, p. 67. 
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Whoever does this is a kafir on the 

agreement of the Muslims.90 

This agreement was confirmed by the 

Sheikh of Islam Ibn Taimiyah when he said, 

"When one takes the forbidden that is agreed to be 

·· illegal as lawful, or changes the laws on which 

there is consensus, he is a kafir and an apostate on 

the agreement of the jurisprudents."91 

2. ~ They will be of no use to thee in the sight of 

God~ 

The people of these interests are unable to 

benefit him more than Allah, the Originator of the 

shari' ah, Who has dominion over everything. 

3. ~ it is only wrong-doers (that stand as) 

protectors, one to another ) 

Wrong-doing is setting or devising a thing 

in the wrong place, and the greatest wrong -doing 

is joining gods with Allah. 

90 Ibn Kathir, Al-Baddyah wa An-Nahayah, part 13, p. 119. 
91 Majmu ' Al-Fatdwd, part 3, p. 267. 
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... ,. "" , 

'f : ~l...il " ~.?F- ~ !)~I~! ~" 

~-.. for false worship is indeed the 

highest wrong-doing. ' 

\lA\(\TI\'3.\\ 3\ ·. \ 3) 

Therefore, issuing laws other than those of Allah 

Who creates and sustains is the most hideous kind 

of setting in the wrong place. 

These wrongful, unjust mushrikun are 

defenders of one another, for they support one 

another against the people who claim the divine 

laws, as Allah the Almighty mentions in several 

verses in His Book: 

~ The Unbelievers are protectors, one of 

another) 
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~ Thus do We make the wrong-doers 

tum to each other ~ 

\__f\..\-f\..n am (Y. \1\)) 

He also says that they are the friends of the 

devil and he is their patron: 
J. , , J .. .... .... , ,. 

Y 0 V : o ~I " ~ .,;.\kl1 ~ jQJi IJ~ ~~IJ'' 

~ Of those who reject faith the patrons 

are the Evil Ones~ 

(P-...\-~a(\ata'n 1·. 1ST) 

He the Glorified told us that they are the 

party of the devil, that they are losers and that they 

inspire their supporters with embellished speech: 
, ; .... , ,.,. , - . , .... , ; .... , 

W! ~i ~~I y~ ~Jf ~I}'~ ~Wlt IJ~I ~~)'- ~y._;: .. l'' 
' ~ : 4J.)~I " ~ J~~l ~ ~\b:~~h y~ 
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~ The Evil One has got the better of 

them: so he has made them lose the 

remembrance of God. They are the Party 

of the Evil One. Truly, it is the Party of 

the Evil One that will perish! ~ 

~ Likewise did We make for every 

Messenger an enemy, --evil ones 

among men and Jinns, inspiring each 

other with flowery discourses by way of 

deception. ~ 

\1\.\-l\.n am{)". \\ '2) 

4. ~but God is the Protector of the Righteous ~ 

He is their protector and they are His 

faithful followers who are loyal in obedience and 

faith, while He supports them ·with victory, 

guidance, mercy and bounty, as Our Lord the 

Exalted and Blessed says: 
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tl .; ,. ,; f/1 - ,.. -

' e.' : Jlf'-11 II ~~I Jj:t JA J y~l Jj ~~I WI ~J ~! II 

~ "For my Protector is God, Who 

revealed the Book (From time to time), 

and He will choose and befriend the 

righteous." ~ 

\!\..\-!\..'-rat 1·. \ 96) 

y 0 v 0 ~I " ~)I )l ~~I ;; ~ r. ip~ ~~\ ~J ilil II 

~ God is the Protector of those who have 

faith: from the depths of darkness He 

will lead them forth into light. .. ~ 

(Al-Baqarah 2: 257) 

He says that they are His party and that they 

are the prosperous and the victorious. 
/ ., . ,. . ""' . , ..... , 

Y T : jj~l$,1 "~~I~~~~}!-~! 'ji ~I~~ ~Ji" 

~ They are the Party of God. Truly it is 

the Party of God that will achieve 

Felicity.~ 
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... " .... - .... • " .... ", , rP " 

" I) A\iJI ~~I y~ I)~ I,;T ~~IJ ~ ~ JJ ~\ J~ ~ J" 

o" o..uU.1 

~ And to those who turn (for friendship) 

to God, His Apostle, and the 

(Fellowship of) Believers, -it is the 

Fellowship of God that must certainly 

triumph.~ 

How could such a support be compared to 

any other support? And how could such a party be 

equal to other parties? How could the support of 

feeble and powerless people who cannot grant you 

anything without the will of Allah be compared to 

the support of the Almighty of the heavens and 

earth? 

How could such ignorant people, who have 

no knowledge, be compared to the A.ll-Knowing 

Who has supreme knowledge of everything? 

Where are the people who have interests and who 

are unbelievers who support one another? Who 
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are the people of shari' ah who are supported by 

Allah the Almighty? 

Finally, those who deter them from the law 

of Allah, tempting them and urging them to follow 

other than it repelling and repulsing people 

from it. 
,. "' ,,. , , , "" """"' ""' ... 

"0J~
0

.'"! lAJ ~~' . .i,;i 'l10_A! 01J ~ 0~J ~ 0Jf~l ~J'' 

Y'\ : rW~I 

~ Others they keep away frit, and 

themselves they keep away; but they 

only destroy their own souls, and they 

perceive it not. ~ 

~ As if they were affrighted asses, 

fleeing from a lion! ~ 

~1\.\-M\l<.\<.\a\\\\b.\i 14·. S(J-S \) 

- Allah tells us that they are characterized by a 

great wrong. which is shirk, and by the 
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wrongdoing of those who tum themselves away 

from the laws of Allah to other laws. They are 

ignorant and run after their own interests. They 

are not the supporters of Allah but of the devil. 

A Muslim either follows the laws of Allah 

and does not respond to those who turn away from 

them - by accepting the dominion, aid and 

protection of Allah - or he responds to their 

temptation and follows them, assenting and 

submitting to their repulsion of Allah's laws in 

preference to others. By choosing the latter 

course, he becomes one of them and abandons the 

support of Allah to supporting them. He turns to 

their shirk, injustice, ignorance and inclinations 

and stays away from Allah. They will not prevent 

him from the torment of Allah, and he and they 

will gain nothing but humiliation and 

abandonment by Allah in this 1 ife and in the 

Hereafter. There are only two ways. 

So, you who believe in Allah, adhere to the 

laws of Allah and His support, and be aware of 
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those who drive you away from the divine laws 

and call for other laws, for they stand calling by 

the gates of Hell and whoever returns their call, 

they answer him by throwing him into it. If they 

urge you to accept other than the laws of Allah, 

support the shari ' ah wherever you are, for Mu' adh 

bin Jabal (May Allah be pleased with him) 

narrated: I heard the Messenger of Allah ~ say, 

"Take the bounty so long as it is a bounty, but 

when it becomes a bribe on religion, don't take it, 

and don't leave the bounty prevented by poverty 

and want. However, Islam has its own days, so 

adhere to the Qur'an wherever it goes. Yet the 

Qur' an and authority will separate, so do not leave 

the Qur' an. And some governors will be ruling 

you who judge for themselves what they do noi 

judge for you. If you disobey them they will kill 

you, and if you obey them you will be misled by 

them." They said, "0 Messenger of Allah, what 

shall we do then?" He said, "Do as the 

companions of 'I sa the son of Maryam did, for 

they were cut by saws and carried on wood. Death 
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in the obedience of Allah is better than a life in the 

disobedience of Allah. "92 

Fight such people so long as you can, but if 

you fail and they force you to accept other laws 

than Allah's, let Allah know in your heart that you 

hate this and that you detest it deeply, with no 

acquiescence, no surrender, and no self-deceit 

with hopes, and not even a grain of anything bad 

behind such faith. 

The evidence of this detestation is seclusion 

and abstention from participation, as we have 

previously mentioned. Beware of the day when 

people will stand before Allah the Almighty, Who 

tells us how the weak and arrogant will speak that 

day, and how the Liar Shaitan will prove the 

arrogant true: 
0

l:,i \,.,; • <'f ~ ~~ I ~~ ', .ill ~~~ J' lU ~ill \ ~ --- " VT . r . J . .;,r.._ _ M-- . __ __ J)./.J 

~~~ ~~~ ;_UI ~~~ ~ 1)~ <~ ~ ~I yl~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~{ 
; ' • ., J , J ... , ,.. ,. , • , / "" 

WI J o ~I ' · - ~ w~l j\i * ~ · ~ ~ u' " i ~ .- i ~ ·f ~ - J ~~ ~~ f.' -
' ; ' 

92 Narrated by Abu Na'im in the chapter "Yazid bin Marthad" , part 5, 
p . 165, Majma' Az-Zawa 'id, part 5, p . 238. 
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' " ' 

, y 'y ' ~1y.) " ~i yl..iS. 

~ They \vill all be marshalled before 

God together: then will the weak say to 

those who were arrogant, "For us, we 

but followed you; can ye then avail us at 

all against the Wrath of God?" They 

will reply, "If we had received the 

guidance of God, we should have given 

it to you: to us it makes no difference 

(now) whether we rage, or bear (these 

torments) with patience: for ourselves 

there is no way of escape." And Satan 

will say when the matter is decided: "It 

was God Who gave you a promise of 

Truth: I too promised, but I failed in my 

promise to you. I had no authority over 

you except to call you, but ye listened to 

me: then reproach not me, but reproach 
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your own souls. I cannot listen to your 

cries, nor can ye listen to mine. I reject 

your former act in associating me with 

God. For wrong-doers there must be a 

grievous Penalty."~ 
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CONCLUSION 

To conclude, we address this word not only 

to the working scholars who light the way of this 

ummah, and not only to the educators who raise 

their ummah on the minor issues of knowledge 

before the greater ones, and not only to the 

propagators of Islam who hold the lantern of this 

message-

.,_ "'""""' • II , "' "',.., ""' II "" , il 

i.liu iJ(' ill I ~~ 11;.i 1./ -~ ·. - 'i ~· -~ ·. - .uJ1 ~~~ 0 .il -: .. ' -~J . ~ J ~J - ) r-:'!-
~ - ' 

f~ : ~1?'11" ~ 
' 

~ Who preach the Messages of God, and 

fear Him, and fear none but God ... . ~ 

- bearing, for the sake of this message, all the 

death, imprisonment, expulsion, or the greatest 

torture that the human devils afflict them with. 

No, we address it to the ummah as a whole, 

to its scholars and educators, its propagators and 
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its best, its thinkers and common people. For 

advice is for the sake of Allah, His Messenger, 

His Book, and for the leaders and the Muslims in 

general. 

We address it to all who believe in this 

religion, to all who are pleased with Allah as 

Lord, Islam as a religion, and Muhammad as a 

prophet and messenger. 

To all these people we address our message, 

for due to our current erring ways, the way to 

Paradise requires that our call to Islam should be a 
call to: 

1. A tawhid that saves us from shirk. 

2. The creed of the followers of Sunnah and the 

Group, which saves us from innovations and 

error. 

3. An identity that joins the ummah. 

4. A dye that colors it. 
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5. A law that controls its life. 

They are indispensable for the ummah. 

To those who call for Islam as a dye in 

appearance and outer features without being an 

identity, belief, or laws, we say that the enemies of 

Islam will not leave us as Muslims who steadily 

hold fast to our guidance and way. No, on the 

contrary, we saw them in Bulgaria fighting and 

killing Muslims, even if they did not practice 

anything of it but had only a Muslim name. We 

saw our enemies fighting them only because they 

had Muslim names to say nothing of holding fast 

to the way and the guidance. In Bosnia

Herzegovina, we found them killing people only 

because they had Islamic roots. We heard about 

the most horrible massacres and violations of 

everyone who belonged to those roots. Allah the 

Almighty says: 
0 "" ' Jl J , ...,,. , , , 

" 1}-~1 ~! ~~ d- (.5 J~~? ~~Lit 0 _,ll~ 'l) " 

,,v : ~~~ 
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~ Nor will they cease fighting you until 

they tum you back from your faith if 

they can ... ~ 

Then, we are not only bound to the 

obligation of the Qur'an and Sunnah in our 

individual behavior, but we are also required to 

gather round them and to work to make Allah ' s 

word supreme. 

~ ... until there is not more tumult or 

oppression, and there prevail justice and 

faith in God altogether and 

everywhere ... ~ 

This will not become a fact except through 

an Islamic identity that gathers us round Islam. An 

identity is unable to be constant or to confront the 
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conflicts of our time unless it is established on a 

creed. And in its realization of the worship of 

Allah, a creed must accept His laws and denounce 

any others. Thus, Islamic shari'ah is obligatory, 

and the way and the guidance cannot be preserved 

without implementing it while we neglect and flee 

from the divine laws. 

Some of our loved ones were worried by the 

setting aside of Allah's laws and orders in life and 

were sleepless because of the collapse of the last 

stronghold of shari' ah, which was the nation of 

the Islamic caliphate93
. So they called for 

implementing the shari' ah as divine laws apart 

from the laws and constitutions of the false gods 

for which Allah did not give authority, and they 

called for such things without the tawhid, creed, 

identity or dye of Islam. To those people we say: 

93 It is a historic reality of the establishment of the current Islamic 
movement putting aside the deviations of the Ottoman caliphate. 
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Dear ones, the shari'ah must have a dye 

because Allah's shari'ah is not just a number of 

laws controlling the lives of people, but it is also a 

complete dye that colors life. Those responsible 

for implementing the shari' ah should have a dye 

that colors them, for if one lacks something he 

cannot give it. This is the first thing. 

Secondly, the perpetual conflict between 

good and evil and between the followers of Allah 

and the followers of the devil is set so that Allah's 

word should be supreme. His laws should be 

dominant, prevailing, and widespread, while the 

word of the unbelievers should be the lowest. 

Their laws and shirk should be overcome and 

degraded. 

The human devils do not effect this, and it 

does not become a fact even if all the pious ones 

of this ummah ask for it, or even if all the public 

of this ummah or the majority ask for it. Take the 

example of Algeria. When the majority of the 

Algerian people chose Allah's shari' ah to govern 
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their lives, all the powers of evil joined in alliance 

to hinder Allah's word from becoming the 

supreme word. The French president declared that 

if circumstances required a French army to invade 

Algeria to stop this, he would order one. 

Dear brothers and sisters, the establishment 

of shari'ah in a society needs an ummah that 

believes that the obligation to the Qur' an and 

S unnah and the gathering round them is 

imperative, that they are its identity, which does 

not accept or agree on any other identities. It is an 

urnmah that denounces irreligious secularism and 

the separation of religion and government. It is an 

ummah that refuses to be loyal to the unbelievers 

and the fellowship of the international camps of 

shirk because of its belief in the creed of taw hid. It 

sees that accepting such thing's is kufr that 

dismisses it from religion, and this is true. This 

ummah shows great courage in its adherence to its 

creed, identity, and laws, no matter what pressures 

it may face. If such an ummah is found, this will 
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fill the political void, which will turn away the 

plotting of its enemies, making them lose hope of 

diverting it from its religion, creed, identity and 

laws. This is the essence of Allah ~s words: 

, ... ... J 0 , _. ~ ,. 

,.- : ~..U\ll " ~~IJ ~:,.::. ~ 'j4j ~~ ~ I;~ ~~I ~ ~j;}l " 

~ This day have those who reject Faith 

given up all hope of your religion: yet 

fear them not but fear Me. ~ 

For shari'ah cannot be stable in any society 

without a clear creed and a unified identity devoid 

of any confusions and away from shirk and 

personal interests. 

Some of our people and our cultured ones 

call for Islam as a heritage and cultural identity 

that gathers the ummah to face Francophonism 

(foreign culture and heritage) without 

emphasizing that this identity should be 

accompanied by laws, creed, ta·whid, or dye. To 
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them we say: '{ ou are chasing after a mirage or a 

mere wind because the identity is a bond of 

assembling, not a bond of diversity, for every 

group of people gathers round its bond and refuses 

to gather around any other identity. 

This is because agreeing on the Islamic 

heritage and culture only as an identity without 

fixing this identity on pure tawhid will allow the 

worldly non-Islamic systems to mix with this 

identity, thus making 

democracy, capitalism 

Consequently, there will 

room for socialism, 

and other trends. 

be a socialist Islam that 

has its own identity, and another capitalist one 

with its own bond, and a third democratic with its 

own points of attraction, and a fourth liberal one, 

and so forth of worldly irreligious trends. 

In this confusion, some people call for 

Islam as a culture and heritage from an Arabic, 

Turkish, Persian or Middle Eastern point of view. 

Thus, there would be an Arabic Islam or a 

Turkish, Persian or Middle Eastern one, or another 
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Berber, rural, or desert one. Thus, Islam would be 

more than one and, consequently, the identities 

would differ, Islam would lose its power to attract, 

and the identity of the Muslims 'vould vanish. So, 

for the Islamic identity to be adequate as one 

center to attract the Muslims, it has to be 

established on the pure tawhid of worshiping 

Allah and on a correct creed by believing all that 

the Prophet said and by being totally and firmly 

committed to the sha'ah of the Prophet. This 

means that the identity needs tawhid, creed, and 

divine laws, and the shari' ah needs a dye, as we 

said previously. 

To those sincere people who call for Islam 

as tawhid and creed without dye, shari'ah, or 

identity, we say: Dear brothers and sisters, this 

will result in our being a mere dogmatic group of 

Muslims. And if our enemies do not leave us 

alone only because we belong to Islam, as we said 

before, what would be the case if we adhere to 

Islam as a correct creed? 
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So, to protect this correct creed, the ummah 

has to agree on it and its people have to support it. 

This requires the Islamic identity that gathers the 

ummah and the dye that colors it, and the shari'ah 

that govern its life. 

Thus we say that the current Islamic 

movement should not have limited its call to a 

creed that people believe in - even if it is correct 

- without having this creed coloring the 

individual and the society completely. It also 

should not have limited itself to an outward 

appearance or manner- even if they were good. 

Nor to an identity around which people gather as a 

component of their community life or an element 

of their coherence - even if it had been capable 

of this. Nor in a number of laws - even if they 

were divine - that rule its life without the totality 

of the divine direction. 

If it is necessary for an Islamic movement to 

direct its call to the totality of the divine direction 

with regard to the practical, applied point of view 
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in daily pursuits, it should not limit itself to 

spheres of charity, factions ~ sports, scouts, 

education, pedagogy, jurisprudence, or any other 

sphere that has limited aims. On the contrary, it 

should leave this restriction for a higher aim and a 

greater target, which is reviving the ummah by the 

Qur'an. Regarding this, the martyr Imam Hassan 

Al-Banna said:94 

Brothers and sisters, you are not a 

benefit association or a political party or 

an establishment set for 1 imited 

purposes. But, you are a new spirit 

circulating in the heart of this ummah 

reviving it with the Qur' an, and you are 

a new light that disperses the darkness 

of materialism by knowing Allah and a 

resonant sound that is raised echoing the 

call of the Prophet. It is from the truth 

that does not exaggerate that you feel 

you are bearing this burden after all the 

94 Hassan Al-Banna, Majmu 'at Risa 'if Al-Imam .4sh-Shahid, p. 144. 
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people had abandoned it. If you are 

asked what you call for, let your answer 

be, "We call for the Islam that 

Muhammad ~ called for, and 

government is part of it and freedom is 

one of its duties." If you are told that 

this is politics, say, "This is Islam and 

we do not know such divisions." If you 

are told that you are callers for a 

revolution, say, "We call for truth and 

peace. We believe in it and are proud of 

it. If you revolt against us and stand in 

the way of our call, Allah would give 

permission to defend ourselves and you 

would be the unjust rebels." 

And if you are told that you seek the 

aid of persons and organizations say, 
, _,,...,. , ,.. - ,.. • , .... t • ,. _,,.. " ;.;§';.;:,. ~ ~ ~ u~ J o~ J ~4 ~~ l_,l\i ~ti 1JiJ ~ " 

/ "' ,; / 

At }IS-
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~ "We believe in God, -the One God

and we reject the partners we used to 

join with Him."~ 

If they exceed the limits in their hatred 

say, 
/ "" J ,. ., ,. 

0 0 : ... A All " '· ~ I·Y:-1 . , . , 'i ._ <'"ll:. ~ " v--- ~ ~ ~~ 

~ "Peace be to you: we seek not the 

ignorant." ~ 

~1\.\-Qa~a~ 1.~·. 'SS) 

He (May Allah be merciful to him) rejects 

limited aims for the Islamic movement. A spirit 

circulates in the ummah reviving it with the 

Qur'an. We have already passed over how the 

Qur'an combines the two sides of the revival, 

which are: 

1. The strength of the religious feeling. 

2. The lawful origin. 
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It revive5 the hearts by rousing the 

emotions, as Allah the Almighty says: 

J // o;JJ ~ 0 ' J, 
,·~1 ~::.:. •, ~ 0• ' :. •. - ..iJI ~ . 1 ~ t_o ~ ' . , .~ 1~.~ ~~" ...,;::-:- ~ ~) ~ ..J.., r: ._ .r--- ~..::..0 ~ ~ • ~-

~ 0 ,; J. , ,.. , J 

,-r: f.,JI "~I~~ JJ ~_,lj) ~~p 

~ ... a Book .. consistent with itself, (yet) 

repeating (its teaching in various 

aspects): the skins of those who fear 

their Lord tremble thereat; then their 

skins and their hearts do soften to the 

celebration of God's praises. ~ 

J ' ,, J ' ' 

1)}- ~ ~lJI ~ Ja)1 ;,~ :~c_; 4-S} ~~JI J! Jjf ~I~ I~!J'' 
,:) "" ; "' J. J Jl / 

",., ~..U\ll II ~~GJI ~ ,::~s-'J ~~ ~) w _;l _,Ai. ~I ~ 

~ And when they listen to the revelation 

received by the Apostle, thou wilt see 

their eyes overflowing with tears, for 

they recognise the truth: They pray: 
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"Our Lord! We believe; write us down 

among the witnesses."~ 

This is the first side. The second side of 

revival is that the Qur' an verifies the truth and 

invalidates falsehood, hurls truth at falsehood and 

triumphs over it. It establishes and makes clear. 

Allah the Glorified says: 

~ A. L. R. (This is) a Book, with verses 

basic or fundamental (of established 

meaning), further explained in detail, -

from One Who is Wise and Well

Acquainted (with all things). }~ 

The current Islamic movement was able to 

arouse the religious awareness and mobilize the 

Islamic feelings of many people. However, it is 
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still stumbling and deviating from the way in its 

foundations of shari'ah. 

Thus, this message is a step on the way of 

the foundation and a lantern for this ummah that 

lights some of the deep darkness that surrounds it 

on its way to its Lord. 

It collects the words of the great scholars 

from different centuries, various ages, places, and 

schools who lighted the way of this ummah. 

They are leaders of guidance whom we 

should follow and on whose road we should step. 

Their differences in ijtihad and the differences in 

their opinions and understanding of the texts did 

not prevent them from being one ummah. 
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~ Verily, this Brotherhood of yours is a 

single Brotherhood, and I am your Lord 

and Cherisher: therefore serve Me (and 

no other).~ 

This ummah has a clear aim and a single 

demand in life, which is working to implement the 

religion of Allah on earth 

/ J. ., - ,. ""' - ~J ,. J , .,. .... .. ... 

~J~ ~ ~~ ~J\! '*' ~J',i ~ ~ ~:U1 ~J~J ~ w§.J ~ ~ " 
"' , ,. ,. 

~ 0. : J\Ai'JI " ~ 

~ ... until there is no more tumult or 

oppression, and there prevail justice 

and faith in God altogether and 

everywhere; ~ 

Vl e ask our brothers and sisters who are 

responsible for the Islamic movement and its 

youth to be on one course, which is: 
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1. The comprehensiveness of the call that is 

rooted in the totality of the divine direction. 

2. Leaving the limited aims to the message of 

revival. 

Consequently, if the unity of approach is 

preceded by the unity of aim, then the unity of the 

Islamic work is fulfilled, even if its spheres differ 

or its schools and instructions vary. This one 

ummah asks its children to produce a leading 

group of the best who have a firm will and will 

lead the way, enduring the sacrifices and insisting 

on the principles and keeping the aim. It abandons 

the limited aims to a spirit that circulates in the 

ummah, reviving it with the Qur'an, as illustrated 

by Allah's words: 

?1 .j 0j~~(, ~ )~~ ~ J:;~J f-1 J1 ~ }~ ~f ~ }Jjn 
,. 0 J. .... o , , 

'. t : ~l_rS- JT II IJ~I ~ ~.iJ 

~ Let there arise out of you a band of 

people inYiting to all that is good, 

enjoining what is right, and forbidding 
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what is wrong: they are the ones to 

attain felicity. ~ 

They will be the choice ones who do not 

forget that they are a model of the ummah of 

Islam, a part of it, and one of many groups that all 

work for Allah's sake, for the sake of the welfare 

and benefit of this ummah, not for its own sake, or 

for the sake of its members, or its own existence. 

They are innocent of the description that Allah 

disapproves of: 

..., ~ • ,., 0 J. ""' - -

J l 0 JJoi WI~· ~:. • 0 '~ ~~I 1\S 0 ' ; ~I ";r.' ~ • .lJI ~~H . ~ r . ~ ~ ~ "~ Y J ~ J! J 4J!.~ • , ~ 

"" J 0 0 .. J .J. '/) 

'"" : ~W'il" ~~ ly'IS ~ 1,6 ·:~! ~ ~~ 

~ As for those who divide their religion 

and break up into sects, thou hast no 

part in them in the least ~ 

They are innocent of this description and free of 

those so described by Allah, and His Messenger 
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was cleared of them. The Mother of the Believers 

Umm Salamah (May Allah be pleased with her) 

said, "Your Prophet was clear of those who sow 

dissension and form parties. "95 

This group of the best separates itself from 

the characteristics of partisanship that is rejected 

and censured by Islam by Allah's words. It turns 

instead to the characteristics of the groups who do 

Islamic works that are approved of by Allah's 

words: 

jJ1 ;j 0j@~iJ ~ Jfo~ 0J:;~J /?-\ J! 0}~ j;f ~ )Jju 
... • , ...... J,., 

'• t ~~~ JT" 4J~I ~ ~JiJ 

~ Let there arise out of you a band of 

people inviting to all that is good, 

enjoining what is right, and forbidding 

\vhat is wrong: They are the ones to 

attain felicity. ~ 

95 Ash-Shatbi, Al-f'ti~am . part 1, p. 60. 
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And the Prophet :i said about it~ ''There will still 

be a group of my people fighting for right and 

Allah will turn away the hearts of some people 

and bless them from them till the Hour comes. "96 

In order to fulfill this, this group of the best 

must do the following: 

1. Make the general allegiance to Muslims 

precede allegiance to its own people if they 

conflict. 

2. Make its relation on a work basis and not on 

a basis of affiliation. 

3. Preserve the unity of the identity and the 

doctrine with other groups of the people of 

Sunnah and the group. 

96 Narrated by An-Nasa'i, and the S.afl.fh. of Al-Bukhari (the chapter of 
the Prophet's saying "There will still be a group of my people on the 
right" and they are the people of knowledge.) In the explanation of 
this chapter in Fatfl At-Barf, Ibn Hajar mentioned one of the 
narrations of this hadith, whkh is the narration of 'Umar bin Hani' : 
"There will still be a group of my people implementing Allah's laws 
not harmed by those who let them down till they die on this." An
Nasa'i, part 6, p. 214, no. 3561. 
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It is a group of the best that is careful in its 

daily practices not to have any of the disapproved 

characteristics of partisanship. Thus, it does not 

put its personal allegiance before its general 

allegiance. It does not forget that its framework is 

one of work and not of affiliation, and it does not 

differ in identity or doctrine. 

They are a faithful group of the best, and 

Allah caused them to love faith and embellished it 

in their hearts and made them detest kufr, 

wrongdoing and disobedience as a blessing and 

favor from Him. I hope that Allah will fulfill His 

promise to His faithful worshipers. 
o .... , "' 0 J "" J 0 .... - , ,.. 

~)~I ~ ~ @~4!;.. ;:• J ~~~~ I#)~~~~ ~~I al l ~) " 
.... 0 - ,. """ , - ""' .... 

~~)I ~~I~~~~)~~ ~~I ~I~ 
"", .... f$ " J .... "" .... ~ ,., .... 

~7 ~) ~~ J§r-'l ~J~~i ~Y. ~~~~) 
.... , .... ....o J .; ,... 

00 : )y.ll" ~*\All~~){!~~ 

~ God has promised, to those among you 

who believe and work righteous deeds, 

that He will, of a surety, grant them in 

the land, inheritance (of power), as He 
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granted it to those before them; that He 

will establish in authority their religion 

- the one which He has chosen for 

them; and that He will change (their 

state), after the fear in which they 

(lived), to one of security and peace: 

They will worship Me (alone) and not 

associate aught with Me. If any do reject 

Faith after this, they are rebellious and 

wicked.~ 

~1\.n-N\.\t 24 ·. S S) 

And let our last prayer be all praise to Allah the 

Lord of all the worlds. 
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