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“If one dies, his deeds cease to increase except in
three instances: through an ongoing charity, a
knowledge that is benefited from and a righteous son
who invokes (Allah) for him.” (Muslim)

Moreover, Abu Hurairah «¢ & ., said:

“A dead person’s grade becomes higher after his
death and he asks, ‘O Lord! Where did this come
from?” Allah replies, ‘Your son has invoked (Me) to
forgive you.”” (Ibn Majah)

Hence, invoking Alldh for forgiveness for parents, is one
of the best good actions a Muslim could perform for his
deceased parents:

(A 0] 4G54 5305
“My Lord! Forgive me and my parents.” (71:28)
And He said:
[ve:e, 3] €z ol

“My Lord! Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did
bring me up when I was young.” (17:24)

Alldh accepts one’s supplication to Him for his or her
parents, because it is a debt that is being repaid and an
appreciation for a favor. Hence, Muslims should often
invoke Alldh to forgive their parents, especially after they
die, for parents then become in great need for kindness
while in their grave and having tasted the hardship of
recompense. At that time, the parents become sorry for
every moment they wasted in their life and grieve because
of the few good deeds they performed; they will only hope
in Alldh’s Mercy. So, when a good deed is added to their
records because of their children, parents become as
delighted and elated as when dead land receives rain.
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Mailik bin Rabi‘ah As-Sa‘idi said: While I was sitting with
the Messenger of Alldh #, a man from A/-Ansdr came to
him and asked, “O Alldh’s Messenger! After my parents
die, is there any type of Birr that I can perform towards
them?” The Prophet % replied:
SEp L HEYG (Lle S T Jlas fa
V& ¥ o= Aol (il 1S5 (Lass
A 3 Uty G CEIZS 8 01 508 (gl
“Yes, there are four qualities to perform: 1. Pray (to
Alldh to grant them mercy) and invoke (Him) for
forgiveness for them. 2. Fulfill their promises (or
will). 3. Be generous to their friends. 4. Keep
relations with the kindred, which are your kindred
through your parents. This is what remains of the

Birr that you could perform towards them after they
die.”” (Ahmad, Abu Dawud and Ibn Mdjah)

Therefore, the connection between one and his or her
parents remains even after they die, by invoking Alldh to
forgive them and grant them His Mercy, fulfillling their
will and testament, honoring their friends and keeping
relations with their relatives. This way, one gains Allah’s
Pleasure and benefits his or her parents after they die,
Alldh willing. Certainly, it is a part of honorable
mannerism and good conduct that one remembers the
favors he received from others and admits to them,
especially and foremost the favors he received from his
parents. Also, those who are generous towards whoever
grants them favors, yet, still consider that they did not pay
back the favor in full, are the most worthy among people
of being dutiful and generous. This is especially true in the
case of the children towards their parents, for they should
always admit that they did not perfectly fulfill all aspects
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of Birr towards them, admit to their inadequacy in this
regard and declare their indebtedness to them forever.

Here are several examples of the exalted manner with
which our Salaf remembered and appreciated their parents.
When Umm ‘Iyas bin Mu‘awiyah died, he cried and was
asked why. He said:

“I had two doors open to Paradise, one of them was
closed today.”

Further, Rifa‘ah bin ‘Tyas said:

“I saw Al-Harith Al-‘Ukli walking in his mother’s
funeral and crying. He was asked, ‘Why do you cry?’
He said, ‘Why should I not cry, when a door to
Paradise has been closed for me?””

Moreover, Amir bin Abdullah bin Az-Zubair said:

“For a year after my father died, all what I did was
invoke Allah to forgive him.”!

Abdullah bin ‘Umar uge & o, has also set a good
example for us on how to be righteous children and honor
our parents, their friends and relatives. Abdullah bin Dinar
narrated:

Abdullah bin ‘Umar L+ & -, passed by a man on the way
to Makkah, greeted him and helped him ride the donkey he
was riding. He also gave that man a turban he was wearing.
I said to Ibn ‘Umar, “May Alldh guide you, he is a Bedouin
and they accept less than that.” Abdullah bin ‘Umar & .,
L¢+ said, “This man’s father was a friend of ‘Umar «= & .,
and I heard the Messenger of Allah ¥ saying:

,«}:_.,/T 3 J,;I =3 :\1{’ [l E’l»

Birr-ul-Walidain, by Ibn Al-Jauzi, p. 78
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‘The best type of Birr is for a man to be generous to
his father’s friends.”” (Sahih Muslim)

We should also state that Birr towards parents includes
visiting their graves, without traveling for this purpose.

Dear Brother and Sister!

Associate with righteous people and beware of taking as
friends those who are unkind to their parents. Such friends
are just like a mirage, an image without substance. Surely,
those who commit ‘Ugquq towards their parents and cut
relations with their kin, should be disliked for Allah’s sake
and not taken as friends. One should not be deceived by
their soft words, for they are certainly not among the people
of Birr who honor companionship or respect friendship.

A wise man once said:

“Do not befriend whoever commits ‘Uqug, for he
will never be faithful to your relation while he has
committed ‘Uquqg towards those who have more
right on him than you have.”

Dear Young Men and Women, this is advice that Allah has
revealed to all of you from above seven heavens, and it is
contained in His Book, the Qur’an, and the Sunnah of His
Messenger. Here are your parents next to you, they have
grown old, their backs became bent and their limbs started
to shake. They can hardly stand or sit, except with help.
They have succumbed to illnesses and ailments. Therefore,
adhere by the commandment of Alldh and the order of His
Messenger #: be lenient and kind with your parents and
preserve their rights on you. Kiss their heads and shed
some tears in pity and affection for them, might that Allah

Birr-ul-Walidain, by Ibn Al-Jauzi, p. 63
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grant them His Mercy and forgive you for inadequately

preserving their right:
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“And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and
kind to his parents. His mother bears him with
hardship. And she brings him forth with hardship,
and the bearing of him, and the weaning of him is
thirty months, till when he attains full strength and
reaches forty years, he says: ‘My Lord! Grant me the
power and ability that I may be grateful for Your
Favor which You have bestowed upon me and upon
my parents, and that I may do righteous good deeds,
such as please You, and make my offspring good.
Truly, I have turned to You in repentance, and truly,
I am one of the Muslims (submitting to Your
Will).” They are those from whom We shall accept
the best of their deeds and overlook their evil deeds.
(They shall be) among the dwellers of Paradise — a
promise of truth, which they have been promised.”
(46:15,16)

O Allah! Forgive us and our parents and grant them the
best rewards on our behalf. O Alldh! Raise their grades,
elevate their status and make whatever difficulties that
befell them as erasers for their errors and elevation of their
ranks. O Allah! Grant them the Highest Paradise in the
company of the Prophets, the Truthful Ones and the
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martyrs, and what an excellent company.
Here are two examples of Birr towards Parents
1 -- Ibn ‘Umar «= & =, narrated that the Prophet # said:

“While three men were walking, rain began to fall
and they had to take shelter in a cave in a mountain.
A big rock rolled over and blocked the mouth of the
cave. They said to each other, ‘Invoke Allah with the
best good action you have performed (so that Alldh
might remove the rock).” One of them said, ‘O
Alldh! My parents were old and I used to go out for
grazing (my animals). On my return I would milk
(the animals) and take the milk in a container to my
parents to drink. After they had drunk from it, I
would give it to my children, family and wife. One
day I was delayed and on my return I found my
parents sleeping, and I disliked to wake them up.
The children were crying at my feet (because of
hunger), until it was dawn. O Alldh! If You regard
that I did it for Your sake, then please remove this
rock so that we may see the sky.” So, the rock was
moved a little. The second man said, ‘O Alldh! You
know that I was in love with a cousin of mine, like
the deepest love a man may have for a woman, and
she told me that I would not get my desire fulfillled
unless I paid her one hundred dinars (gold pieces;
she was suffering from poverty that year). So, I
struggled for it until I gathered the desired amount,
and when I sat in between her legs, she told me to be
afraid of Allah, and asked me not to deflower her
except rightfully (by marriage). So, I got up and left
her. O Alldh! If You regard that I did if for Your
sake, kindly remove this rock.” Two-thirds of the
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rock was removed. Then the third man said, ‘O
Allah! No doubt You know that once I employed a
worker for one Faraq (three Sa‘, a measure
pertaining to foods) of millet, and when [ wanted to
pay him, he refused to take it. So, I sowed it and
from its yield I bought cows and a shepherd. After a
time that man came and demanded his money. I said
to him: Go to those cows and the shepherd and take
them for they are for you. He asked me whether I
was joking with him. I told him that I was not joking
with him, and that all belonged to him. O Alldh! If
You regard that I did it sincerely for Your sake, then
please remove the rock.” So, the rock was removed
completely from the mouth of the cave (and they
went out of the cave walking).”

2 -- Abu Hurairah «s & _», narrated that Alldh’s
Messenger ¥ said:

“There was an Israeli man called Juraij. While he
was praying, his mother came and called him, but he
did not respond to her call. He asked (himself)
whether he should continue the prayer or reply to his
mother. She came to him the second time, called him
and said, ‘O Allah! Do not let him die until he sees
the faces of prostitutes.” Juraij used to live in a
hermitage. A woman said that she would entice
Juraij, so she went to him and presented herself (for
an evil act) but he refused. She then went to a
shepherd and allowed him to commit illegal sexual
intercourse with her and later she gave birth to a boy.
She alleged that the baby was from Juraij. The
people went to Juraij and broke down his hermitage,
pulled him out of it and abused him. He performed
ablution and offered the prayer, then he went to the
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male baby and asked him, ‘O boy! Who is your
father?” The baby replied that his father was the
shepherd. The people said that they would build for
him a hermitage of gold, but Juraij asked them to
make it of mud only.” (4/-Bukhdri collected in his
collection of authentic prophetic Ahadith, Al-Jami*
As-Sahih)
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