| ntr oduction:

Allah the Sublime, has ordered the Muslims to invite others to
Isam with wisdom and good admonition. He has aso
encouraged the Muslims to debate with the Christiansin akind
manner. Allah said:
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“And argue not with the people of the Scriptures (Jews and
Christians), unless it be in a manner that is good, except
with such as do wrong..” [Qur’an 29:46]

It is also the duty of every Muslim, since Allah has guided him
to the true religion, to strive to guide his fellow human beings
out of their darkness, and to save them from inevitable
destruction. This is especially so, as Shaitan, the devil, has
deceived so many people. He makes them think that the truth is
falsehood, and that falsehood is the truth. He also makes their
evil actions so fair-seeming to them, that they are pleased with
their actions. In this way, he misleads them away from the clear
truth. Consequently, these people do not search for any other
than what they aready have. They do not look into any other
way of life, in the notion that they are satisfied with what they
have and are not in need of any other.

In this book however, after seeking and depending on the
help of Allah, the Almighty, | have attempted to present to
the Christian reader very important facts about hisreligio.
In explaining aspects of Christianity, | was very keen on
using references from books of the Christians themselves.
This is in order for the Christain reader to more readily
accept the statements that were made since the emanated
from his own Christian scholars. No one would question the
knowledge of these scholars nor ther affiliation to
Christianity nor thier desireto propagateit.
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These facts, that are extracted from Christian sources, make it
clear to the Christian reader the extent of how near he is to the
truth, or how far away heisfromit.

The prophets also brought a religion and laws for the benefit
of mankind in his worldly life, and which would afford him
success in the hereafter. Everyone seeks what is best for
himself. One therefore follows a system that will provide him
and his community with a happy life in this world and success
in the hereafter. Today, we find people of varying cultures and
countries exchanging information and sciences. No one objects
to any system or knowledge that is beneficial to him, based on
the fact that it originated with so and so. He only objects to it,
if it isnot suitable to his situation, understanding or benefit.

One of the biggest downfalls of the Christians therefore, is
that they erroneously claim that the Prophet Muhammad (€)
was sent only to the Arabs, and if he had any benefit at all, it
was limited to them only. Many of them are aso too haughty
to follow him, because of the fact that he was an Arab. This
undoubtedly is from the whisperings of the devil and from
following their own whims and fancies. This is because, the
prophet Muhammad (e) was a Messenger of Allah sent to both
mankind and Jinn. He brought alaw that fulfills the aspirations
of all of mankind. In fact, hisreligion is the only true religion
on the face of the earth. Allah also will not and does not accept
any religion except Islam.

If the Christians remove from themselves and from their eyes,
the vell of pregjudice, they will realize that these claims are void
and meaningless. As | said before, mankind is keen on
grasping anything that benefits him, no matter its source or
direction. He accepts these things, as long as they grant him the
benefits that he strives for and holds as important. If we take a
look at Christ (u), we’ll find that he was messenger, sent only
to the Children of Isradl (the Jews). The westerners, Romans,
Greeks and those who inherited their religion, the Americans
and Europeans, have no ancestral link to Christ. In fact, heis
closer in lineage to the Arabs, who are linked to the Jews
through Abraham (u). Christ therefore, has no connection to
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Westerners. They have only adopted his religion through
ancient Rome, from which Christianity spread throughout
Europe, then to the Americas.

If any of these Westerners think that Christ would side with
them due to some ancestral link, they are grossly mistaken. In
fact, this is not one of the characteristics of the Prophet
Muhammad (€). He was distinguished in that his call was
universal, encompassing both mankind and Jinn. The Qur’an
addresses both parties. Addressing mankind in general, Allah
states:
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“O mankind! We created you from a male and a female,
and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know

one another. Verily, the most honorable of you in the sight
of Allah isthe onewho isthe most god-conscious.”

[Qur’an: 49: 13]
Allah aso stated:
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“O mankind! Fear your Lord who created you from a single
soul” [Qur’an 4:1]
Allah aso stated:
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“O mankind! Fear your Lord and be dutiful to Him! Verily
the earthquake of the Hour (of Judgment) is a terrible
thing.
The Day you shall seeit, every nursing mother will forget
her nurdling, and every pregnant one will drop her load,
and you shall see mankind asin a drunken state, yet they
will not be drunken, but severe will be the torment of
Allah.” [Quran22:1-2]
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In these Qur‘anic verses, we notice that Allah has addressed
mankind in general, both males and females, white and black,
Arabs and non-Arabs, free person and slaves. Allah did not
make any distinction between Arabs and non-Arabs in these
Verses.
Allah also addresses the believers in particular. Allah states for
example:
(o sy { A0S ALl 8 ) slaal ) gial Gl L L )
“O you who believel Enter perfectly in Ilam..” [Qur’an 2: 208]
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“0O you who believe! Fear Allah as he should be feared”
[Qur’an 3:102]
Thisis acal to al those who believe, and this includes Arabs
and non-Arabs. There is not a single call in the Qur’an which
is directed to Arabs only or speaks of legidation for them only
and not the rest of the mankind. Instead the laws and
guidelines found in Islam, are for everyone. Mankind simply
has to submit to Islam, answer its call and adhere to its system.
If they do not, they will be bringing destruction upon
themselves. Thereis no hope on the day of Judgment for those
who do not enter the fold of IsSlam. Thisis because he rejected
Allah’struereligion- Issam. Allah said:
BAY (2 g Ade Jiy 018 Una 23l i (Alw (4 }
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“Whoever chooses other than Isam asareligion, it will not
be accepted from him, and in the Hereafter he’ll be among
thelosers”
| have also tried to make this book of mine a support for the
Muslims in their call to the Christians. As a result | have
included information on the sources of Islam and its beliefs.
This information will be readily available to him that he may
utilize it. In addition, the Muslim coming across this
information for the first time, will be proud of hisreligion. He
will therefore be grateful to Allah for having guided him to this
religion and for making him a Muslim.
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| also do not claim that | have done justice to this topic in this
writing. | have merely made a conscious effort to accomplish
what | had set out to do according to my ability and limitations.
Mankind however is characterized by ignorance and weakness.
| hope that Allah, the Sublime, will allow me to accomplish the
goals that were set and that He writes it down in the scales of
Good deeds on the Day of Judgment. | aso hope that He will
allow me, the trandator, printer and al those who read it, to
benefit from this work. Moreover, | ask Allah to forgive me,
my parents and all the Muslims.

In conclusion, | ask Allah to bestow his peace and blessings
on our Prophet Muhammad, his family and all his companions.

hapter One

Christ and His Message

I n the light of the Quran and the Bible.

Christ was one of the prophets sent to the | sra€lites.
He called to the worship of Allah alone, and
delivered the message with which he was sent from
his Lord. Allah mentions this prophet and his
message in a number of Qur’anic verses. Among
the most comprehensive of these, is found in the
chapter entitled Aali |mraan, verses 45-60, in which
Allah states:
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45: * “(Remember) when the angels said: “O Mary!
\erily, Allah gives you the glad tidings of a Word"
from Himself, his name will be the Messiah, Jesus, the
son of Mary, held in honour in this world and in the
Hereafter, and will be one of those who are near to
Allah.*

46: * “He will speak to the people in the cradle and
in manhood, and he will be one of the righteous.””>
47. * She said: “O my Lord! How shall | have a son,
when no man has touched me.” He said: “So (it will
be), for Allah creates what He wills. When He has
decreed something, He merely saysto it: ”Be! ”_ and
itis>

48: **And He (Allah) will teach him(Jesus) the Book
and Al-Hikmah (i.e. the Sunnah, the faultless speech
of the Prophets, wisdom etc.), (and) the Torah and the
Gospel. *  49: * And | will make him (Jesus) a
Messenger to the Israelites (saying): “l have come to
you with a sign from your Lord, that | design for you
out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, and
breathe into it, and it becomes a bird by Allah’s
Leave; and | heal him who was born blind, and the
leper, and | bring the dead to life by Allahs Leave.
And | inform you of what you eat, and what you store
in your houses. Surely, therein is a sign for you, if
you believe.™

50: *And | have come confirming that which was
before me of the Torah, and to make lawful to you
part of what was forbidden to you, and | have come to

1 Thisword was (“Be!”_and hewas! i.e. Jesus the son of Mary)
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you with a proof from your Lord. So 5fear Allah and
obey me.™

51: *Truly! Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so
worship Him (Alone). Thisisthe Sraight Path.™

52. *Then when Jesus came to know of their
disbelief, he said: “Who will be my helpers in
Allahs Cause?” The Disciples said: “We are the
hel pers of Allah, we believe in Allah, and bear witness
that we are Muslims (i.e. we submit to Allah).”

53. *Our Lord! We believe in what You have sent
down, and we follow the Messenger (Jesus); so write
us down among those who bear witness (to the truth
i.e. La ilaha ill Allah -none has the right to be
wor shipped but Allah). >

54. *And they (disbelievers) plotted (to kill Jesus),
and Allah planned too. And Allah is the Best of the
planners. =

55: *And (remember) when Allah said: “O Jesus! |
will take you and raise you up onto Myself and clear
you (of the forged statement that Jesus is Allah s son)
of those who disbelieve, and | will make those who
follow you (monotheists, who worship none but Allah)
superior to those who disbelieve (in the Oneness of
Allah, or disbelieve in some of His Messengers, e.g.
Muhammad, Jesus, Moses €tc., or in His Holy Books,
e.g. the Torah, the Gospel, the Qur'an) till the Day of
Resurrection. Then you will return to Me and | will
judge between you in the matters in which you used to
dispute.”*

56: * “Asfor those who disbelieve, | will punish them
with a severe torment in this world and in the
Hereafter, and they will have no helpers.” >
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57: *And as for those who believe (in the Oneness of
Allah) and do righteous (good) deeds, Allah will pay
them their reward in full. And Allah does not like the
Zalimun (polytheists and wrongdoers). >

58: *Thisiswhat We recite to you (O Muhammad) of
the Verses and the Wise Reminder (i.e. the Qur'an).
59: *\erily, the likeness of Jesus in Allahs Sght is
the likeness of Adam. He created him from dust, then
(He) said to him: “Be! - and he was. >

60: *(Thisis) the truth from your Lord, so be not of
those who doubt.) >

Thisis Christ, the Messiah, as described by Allah.

He was created by Allah s word, just as Adam before
him. This word was “BE”. Allah also made him a
sign unto mankind. His birth was miraculous, as
his mother conceived without her ever having been
touched by anyone. She was a chaste, upright
servant of Allah, free from all immoralities and
iniquities.
Allah has explained to us, the truth of the message
of Christ- that:

1.He was a messenger who called to the worship of
Allah alone, without the association of partnersto
Him.

2.He directed his call to his people, the Isradlites,
who had strayed far away from the religion of
Moses 1. His people however, rejected him and
made every effort to kill him. Allah saved him
from them, and raised him up to the heavens.
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If we take a look at the Gospels used by the
Christians today, we will find many passages that
coincide with the information found in the Qur ’an
about Christ. Theseinclude:

a) His Human Nature:

In the previous verse, Allah mentioned the Human
nature of Christ. Allah told us about him, first
through his grandmother, then through his mother.
He also told us about his birth. All the Gospels state
that Christ was born of Mary (Maryam), and that he
underwent the same processes as any other human
being- coming into being from nothing, eating,
drinking, feeling tired, sleep and death? aswell as all
other human processes and emotions.

b) He was a Messenger of Allah:
Allah states:
* The Messiah (Jesus), son of Mary, was no more
than a Messenger; many were the Messengers that
passed away before him. .. >

[Quran:5:75]

2Thisis according to Christian belief. The Muslims believe that Jesus was
not killed nor did he die. Allah makesthis clear in the following verses from
the noble Qur "an:

[.. But they killed him not, nor crucified him, but the resemblance of Jesus
was put over another man (and they killed that man), and those who differ
therein are full of doubts. They have no (certain) knowledge, they follow
nothing but conjecture. For surely, they killed him not (i.e. Jesus, son of
Mary): But Allah raised him up unto himself. And Allah is Ever-Powerful,

All-Wise)
[ Quran 4:157-
158]
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In a number of places in the Gospels, Christ
declared that he was a messenger sent by Allah. In
Matthew 10:40 we find: “He that receiveth you
receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him
that sent me.”

In the Gospel of Luke 4:43 we find: “And he said
unto them, | must preach the kingdom of God to other
citiesalso: for therefoream| sent.”

In Luke 10:16, we find Christ saying to his Disciples whom he sends to the
village to call the people to believe in him and his message:

“He that heareth you heareth me; and he that
despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me
despiseth him that sent me.”

In the Gospel of John, Christ also states that he was
a messenger.
“Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of

him that sent me and to finish his work.”
[John 4:34]

“And thisis life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.” [John 17 : 3°

c)He was sent to the Israelites only, and not to all
people.

3This is clearly stated in a number of other verses in the Gospel of John.
Among these are: [ 5. 23,30,36], [6:29,44] [7:16,29] [ 8:18,42]
[9:4][10:36][11:42] [12:44,49] [14:24][15:21][16:5]17:18,25][20:21]
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Allah states in the previous verse: “And | will make
him (Jesus) a Messenger to the Children of Israel
(Jews).”

In the Gospel of Matthew, it states that Jesus met
a woman of the Cananites. She came to him for him
to cure her daughter of insanity.
“And behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the
same coasts and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy
on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is
grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered her
not a word. And his Disciples came and besought
him, saying, Send her away; she crieth after us. But
he answered and said, | am not sent but unto the lost
sheep of the house of |srael.”

[Matt:15:22-24 ]

In Matthew 10:5-6, we see Christ’s instructions to
his students when he sent them to the Jewish
villages:

“These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them,
saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:

But go rather to the lost sheep of the House of |sra€l

d) He followed the Laws of Moses and fulfilled them:

Allah statesin the Qur ’an that Christ said:
* And | have come confirming that which was
before me of the Torah, and to make lawful to you
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part of what was forbidden to you... *
[Qur ’an: 3:50]

In the Gospel of Matthew it is reported that Jesus
said:
“Think not that | have come to destroy the law, or the

prophets. | am not come to destroy, but to fulfill”
[Matt. 5:17]

e)He called to the worship of Allah alone without
ascribing partnersto Him

The Qur "an states that the Messiah said: = Truly!
Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him
(Alone). This is the Sraight Path.

[ Qur’an 3:51]

In the Gospel of Mark it states:

“And one of the scribes came, and having heard them
reasoning together, and perceiving that he had
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first
commandment of all? And Jesus answered him, The
first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The
Lord God isone Lord: ” [Mark 12: 28-29]

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus responds to the
Devil 5 invitation to worship him in the following
way:

“And the devil said unto him, All this power will |
give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered
unto me; and to whomsoever | will | giveit.
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If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee
behind me Satan: for it iswritten, Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”

[Luke 4:6-8]

In the Gospel of Matthew it states:
“Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan:
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord God,

and him only shalt thou serve.
[Matt. 4:10]

Again, in the Gospel of John, we find Jesus
reiterating thisfact. Heisreported to have said.:
“And thisis life eternal, that they might know thee the

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent.
[John 17: 3]

In his encounter with Mary, after his alleged

resurrection, Jesus states this fact once again:

“Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for | am not yet
ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and
say unto them, | ascend unto my Father, and your
Father; and to my God, and your God.

[John 20:17

f) Jesus called on the people to repent and to adhere
to the spirit of the Laws of Moses

This is what is meant by the words of Allah in the
Qur ’an, where He states that Christ said:

* And | have come confirming that which was before
me of the Torah, and to make lawful to you part of
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what was forbidden to you, and | have come to you
with a proof from your Lord. So fear Allah and obey
me > [Qur’an 3: 50]

Some writers even claim that this was the
essence of the message of Jesus according to the

Gospels. Inthe Gospel of Matthew it states:

“But go ye and learn what that meaneth, | will have
mercy, and not sacrifice: for | am not come to call the

righteous, but sinners to repentance.” [Matt.
9:13]

In the Gospel of Mark we also find:

“Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of
the Kingdom of God. And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand: repent ye, and believe the Gospel.” [Mark 1:14-15]

The human nature of Christ can clearly be seen from the
previous texts. One can clearly see also that he was a messenger,
who called the | sraelites to the worship of Allah alone - ascribing no
partners whatsoever to Him. Thisisin complete corroboration with
what Allah mentions in the Qur’an about Christ. It also coincides
with the message brought by all the previous prophets, who were
mentioned in the Qur’an and in Jewish scriptures. Moreover, it

coincides with sound reasoning and one feels satisfied with it.

This, however is contradicted by the claims made by the Church which go against all sound
reasoning and the law. This would be dealt with in detail (Allah’s willing), in a later chapter that
deals with the belief of Christians.
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A Brief History of Christianity.

One of the most difficult tasks facing any
researcher, is that of tracing the early history of
Chrigtianity from Christian sources. History
depends on preserved sources and narrations, that
explain the events of a given period in time. Anyone
looking at the Christian sources however, would be
faced with the problem of a historical gap in the
most important period of Christian history- the
period immediately after the ascension of Jesus up
until the middle of the second century C. E.

Although this is considered to be an extremely
critical period in Christian history, the sources upon
which one may depend to get a clear picture of its
events, are extremely rare. In fact, the only source
available to Christians, is the book “Acts of the
Apostles.” At the beginning of this book, the author
speaks a little about the Disciples. He then dedicates
the rest of the book to Paul and his activities. Even
so, his information about Paul comes to an end
before his death, after he enters Rome. This climax
is the end of all historical data available to the
Christians on this period. Added to this, is the little
one may gather from the fourteen letters of Paul.
While these contain little historical data about Paul
himself, they are almost void of any information
about the Disciples- the true students of Christua.

Despite this however, we would now attempt to
trace the history of Christians and Christianity in
general, to the period just after the reign of the
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Emperor Constantine. Thisisin order to present as
accurate a picture as possible from a historical
per spective.
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The Messiah- A Christian Viewpoint:

The Messiah® is Jesus the son of Mary u1. The
Christians trace his genealogy to Solomon, the son
of David.> His birth was miraculous as he did not
have a father. Allah (God) sent the Angel Gabriel to
his mother, Mary. This angel breathed unto her®
and she concelved. Later she gave birth to Jesus in

Y It must be noted that we will mention the history of Christ as it was
mentioned in the books of the Christian (i.e. the four Gospels). If however
there is anything that contradicts what was mentioned in our own Islamic
sources we will explain the contradiction or refer to a suitable reference
where this contradiction was explained.

2 for more information about the genealogy of Christ, see page:

% This congrues with the words of Allah the Exalted, in the Qur “an...

“And Mary, the daughter of Imran who guarded her chastity; and We
breathed into it. [66:12].

Ibn Katheer said in vol. four his book of Quranic exegesis:

“Allah sent the angel Gabriel in the form of a man to Mary. He ordered
him to breathe into the pocket of her garment. So she opened the neck of
her garment and the breath descended and entered into her womb and this
is how she became pregnant with Jesus (u1).”

The Christian version of the conception is very vague and without meaning.
This story is mentioned in two places in the Gospels. The first is in the
Gospel of Matthew (1:18) which states, “Now the birth of Jesus was on the
wise: When as his mother, Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.”

The second mention of this story is found in the Gospel of Luke (1:34).
After mention was made of the angel Gabriel appearing to Mary who was
espoused to Joseph, and telling her of that she will conceive and give birth
to Jesus, Mary replied, “How shall this be, seeing | know not a man?

“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come unto
the, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”
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a place called Bethlehem in Palestine. The author
of the Gospel of Matthew, claims that Jesus’ mother
fled with him from Palestine to Egypt, in fear of
Herod, the ruler of the Israelites at that time.
Herod’s astronomers informed him of the birth of
the King of the I sraelitesin that year. Asa result, he
was determined to kill all male children born that
year.

At the age of thirty, and after being baptized by
John, Jesus began his mission. He admonished the
people in the market places and healed the sick as
he traveled through the land of the Israelites. He
also performed many miracles, including walking
on water, increasing food and healing the sick.

Early in his mission, Jesus was joined by his
Disciples. They followed him as he traveled
throughout the land. Later, however, Jesus
dispatched them in groups of twos, into various
villages to spread the Gospel. The Jewish |eaders at
that time, felt that Jesus’ message posed a threat to
them. Asaresult, they all decided to get rid of him.
On the first day of the Passover celebrations, the
| sraelites, with the assistance of the Disciple Judas
|scariat, learnt about the whereabouts of Jesus in
Jerusalem. When they came to capture him, all his
Disciples abandoned him and fled. The Israelites
then apprehended him and took him to their chief
Rabbi. When they presented their case to him,
however, he noticed that the witnesses all had
conflicting stories about the things they accused
Jesus of doing. Finally the chief Rabbi asked Jesus:
“Art thou the Christ, the son of the Blessed?”
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And Jesus said, | am: and ye shall see the Son of man
sitting on the right of power, and coming in the clouds
of heaven.

Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What
need we any further witnesses?

Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they

all condemned him to be guilty of death.
(Mark :14:58-64)

They then took Jesus to the Roman governor
Pontius Pilate, that he may sentence him to death.
Jesus, however did not respond to any of the
guestions that Pilate asked him. Though Pilate
could find no reason to sentence him to death, he
conceded to the wishes of the | sraelites and ordered
that he be crucified on the cross.

“And straight-away in the morning the chief priests
held consultation with the elders and scribes and the
whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him
away, and delivered himto Pilate.

And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the
Israelites? And he answering said unto them, Thou
sayest it.

And the chief priests accused him of many things. but
he answered nothing.

And Pilate asked again, saying, Answerest thou
nothing? behold how many things witness against
thee.

But Jesus yet answered nothing; so Pilate marveled.
Now at the feast he released unto them one prisoner,
whomsoever thy desired.
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And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound
with them that had made insurrection with him, who
had committed murder in the insurrection.

And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to
do as he had done unto them.

But Pilate answered them, saying, Wil ye that |
release unto you the King of the I sraelites?

For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him
for envy

But the chief priests moved the people, that he should
rather release Barabbas unto them.

And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What
will ye then that | shall do unto whom ye call the King
of the Israelites?

And they cried out again, Crucify him,

Then Pilate said unto them, Why, What evil hath he
done? And they cried out more exceedingly, Crucify
him.

And so Pilate, willing to content the people released
Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he

had scourged him, to be crucified.”
[ Mark 15: 1-15]

According to Christian belief, Jesus was taken to
the place of crucifixion on Friday morning. He was
placed on the cross at the third hour of the day”. He

4This is line with the sunset timing whereby the first hour after the sunset is

believed to be the first hour of the night, which extends for about twelve
hours. Asa result of this, the first hour of the day generally corresponds to
the first hour after sunrise. Based on this we can assume that the third
hour of the day (i.e. after the sunrise) as mentioned here, corresponds to
about 9:30 a.m. as we know it today. The ninth hour therefore would be
about 3:30 p.m.

24

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

remained there until the ninth hour in the evening
when he died after shouting, “My lord, My lord why
have you forsaken me! ”

He was then taken down from the cross and placed
in histomb on Friday evening. He stayed there for
the rest of that night, the entire Saturday and night.
On Sunday morning, the people found his tomb
empty and they were told that he had risen from his
tomb.

After this incident, Jesus appeared among his
Disciples and explained to them that he was alive.
According to “Acts of the Apostles”, Jesus remained
among his Disciples for forty days after the alleged
crucifixion, before being raised up into the heavens
while the Disciples|ooked on.

“The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of
all that Jesus began to do and teach,

Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he
through the Holy Ghost had given commandments
unto the apostles whom he had chosen:

To whom also he shewed himself alive after his
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to
the kingdom of God: ” [Acts1:1-3)

Jesus’ ministry, according to the first three
Gospels, lasted no more than one year. This is
because they did not mention more than one annual
Jewish festival. In the Gospel of John, however,
three annual festivals were mentioned. For this
reason many Christians believe that the period of his
ministry lasted three years. His followers, including
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his twelve Disciples, numbered around one hundred
and twenty.

“And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the
Disciples, and said (the number of names together

about an hundred and twenty,)”’
(Acts 1:15)

Anyone looking at the message of the Messiah
from the Gospels, would be convinced, that he did
not establish an entirely new religion. In fact, he
abided by the laws of Mosesu, and called for the
adherence to them.

“Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the

prophets. | am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.”
(Matt 5:17)

He made it unlawful for anyone to break these
rules. Whenever he sent out his students, he advised
them to stick to these laws.

“And a certain ruler asked him saying, Good Master,
what shall | do to inherit eternal life?

And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good?
Noneis good, save one, that is, God.

Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit
adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false

witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.”
(Luke 18:18-20)

Jesus’ message centered on repentance and
preaching the Gospel of the coming kingdom of
heaven. He also gave similitudes of this. In this
respect therefore, Jesusuu did not differ from any of
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the other prophets of the Isradlites, who came after
Mosesu.

“From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say,

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
(Matt. 4:17)

Jesus however, went a bit further regarding
indecencies and immoralities, by emphasizing that
the things which lead to such immoralities were
equally unlawful. In the Gospel of Matthew, it
states:

“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time,
Thou shalt not commit adultery

But | say unto you, That whosoever |ooketh on a
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart

(Matt. 5: 27-28)

“Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them
of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt
perform unto the Lord thine oaths:

But | say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by
heaven; for it is God s throne:

Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou
canst not make one hair white or black.

But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay,nay,.for

whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.”
[Matt.5: 33-37)
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In addition, Jesus emphasized forgiveness and
love. In the Gospel of Matthew we find:
“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love
thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy.
But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you; [Matt.5: 43- 44)

No mention was made of laws brought by Jesus,
except laws concerning the prohibition of divorce
and the prohibition of marrying a divorcee. In the
Gospel of Matthew, it isreported that Jesus stated:
“It hath been said, whosoever shall put away his
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:
But | say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her
to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her

that is  divorced committeth adultery.”
(Matt. 5: 31-32)

This shows therefore, that Christ did not establish a

totally new religion. Instead, his message was
similar to that of the previous prophets of the
| sraelites, who succeeded Moses. The only difference
here however, is that Allah made him and his
mother miraculous signsto the | sraelites.
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The Sudents of Jesus After His Ascension:

Sources on this period after the ascension of Christ
arerareindeed. All that the Christians have to rely
on, is the Acts of the Apostles, in which the author
mentions a bit of the activities of the Disciples of
Christ. He devotes the rest of the book to Paul and
his works. The letters at the end of the New
Testament, also contain a few sentences on the
students of Christ. This is all the information
available about this period. Based on the available
information, we would now attempt to give a brief
account of this period.

After the ascension of Christ, his students
continued to preach in all the cities of the | sradlites.
According to Acts of the Apostles, they also
performed many miraculous deeds, especially
healing the sick. As a result, many people came out
to hear their preaching and many believed in what
they were teaching. This however, did not prevent
the Jewish leaders from threatening them in order to
stop their preaching. These threats however, did
nothing to dampen the enthusiasm of the students,
nor did they cause them to abandon their preaching.
The message of these students centered on
compulsory repentance, baptism and belief in Christ
in order for sinsto be forgiven. Thiswasin keeping
with the message of Christ as was explained
previously.

It is significant to note, that no clear mention was
made about Christ being divine, nor of him being
the son of God. In fact, Peter, one of the main
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Disciples, in his first general sermon, declared in
front of the I sraelites:

“Ye men of Israel, hear these words, Jesus of
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by

himin the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: ”
[Acts 2:22]

This only served however, to intensify the hatred of
the lsraelites toward them. Consequently, they
arrested one of the Disciples named Stephen, and
stoned him to death. They also killed another one
called James, the brother of John. They then
continued to persecute the rest of the followers of
Jesus, until they dispersed throughout the lands of
the | sraelites and the Samaritans.

“And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and
the witnesses laid down their clothes at the young
man 5 feet, whose name was Saul.

And they stoned Sephen, calling upon God, and

saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
[Acts 7:58-59]

“Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth
his hands to vex certain of the church.
And he killed James the brother of John with the
sword.

(Acts 12:1-2)

The students of Jesus only preached to their own
people, the | sraelites, as they were commanded.
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“These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them,
saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:

But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Isradl.”

(Matt. 10:5-6)

These students however, found that other than the
Israelites were accepting their call, and that a
number of Greeks joined them. This encouraged
them to intensify their preaching among the non-
| sraelites. They sent Barnabas to Antioch to preach
to the foreigners. Many people accepted the
message of Christ. Among those who joined the
Disciples was Saul, a former Jew and persecutor of
the Disciples of Christ. He changed his name to
Paul, and he and Barnabas concentrated on
preaching to the pagans. They were very successful,
as anumber of idolaters accepted their call.

This mass influx of idolaters however, created a
very big problem. This was because some of the
preachers did not emphasize to these new converts,
the need to adhere to the established teachings of
their new religion. The most lenient among the
preachers in this aspect was Paul himself. Another
group of preachers held the view that these new
converts should adhere to the established rules of
the religion. This caused a rift between the two
groups which led to a conference, in Jerusalem. At
this conference, it was decided that the new converts
would not be asked to asked to strictly adhere to the
established teachings of their new religion and it
was sufficient for them to stop the sacrificing to
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idols, the drinking of blood, the eating of animals
that were suffocated and the committing of
fornication.

“It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one
accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved
Barnabas and Paul,

For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to
lay upon you no greater burden that these necessary
things;

That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from
blood, and from things strangled, and from
fornication: fromwhich if ye keep yourselves, ye shall
do well. Fare ye well.” (Acts 15: 25-29)

Thus in contention, the assembly broke up with a
victory for those advocating a policy of leniency.
Here is where all information about the students of
Christ comes to an end. No one knows for certain
what happened to them or what they did after this.
It is only possible to trace the message of Paul from
this point onwards. He made big advances in
preaching his message. He visited many cities in
Asia and later died in Rome.

“And the contention was so sharp between them, that
they departed asunder one from the other: and so
Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus,

And Paul chose Slas, and departed, being
recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God.
And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming

the churches.
(Acts 15: 30-41)
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“And so were the churches established in the faith,
and increased in number daily.

Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the
region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy
Ghost to preach the word in Asa....”

(Acts 16: 5-6)

No information about the end of Paul is available.
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The Period After the Sudents of Christ up to
the Reign of the Emperor Constantine:

The early stages of this period is shrouded in
obscurity, and ignorance of this period is almost
absolute. In fact it is one of the most orphic and
difficult periods in Christian History. The period is
marked by the emergence of a number of Gospels,
all contradicting each other.> Many new ideas,
contradictory to those of Christuu, also crept into
thereligion. About this period, Habib Sa’eed says:
“While it is easy to gather bits and pieces here and
there about this period-the period after the
Disciples, the forty years from 70 C.E to 110 C.E-
this period remains the most obscure period in the
history of Christianity. Thisis a sad state, because
this period is replete with many signs of changein
the church itself. Moreover, during this period,
many unknown callers to Christianity emerged
after Paul. Many ideas, from other than Christian
sources, and undoubtedly from the christianized
idolaters, emerged. These ideas included those of
belief, Christian practices such as the sacrament,
lent and various forms of worship. Even the
constitution of the church itsef underwent
changes.”®

5 Thisiis discussed in detail later in this book in the chapter that deals with
the Christian Sources.

6The History of Christianity . [ Vol.1/ pg.47]
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This early period in Christian history is marked by
a very important event. Perhaps it is the most
significant event to occur after the ascension of
Christa This event is the demolition of
Jerusalem at the hands of the Roman ruler Titusin
the year 70 C.E, during the reign of the Emperor
Luspasianos. This ruler almost totally conquered
the Israelites in Palestine, especially those in
Jerusalem, in retaliation to their revolt against
Rome. Undoubtedly, this act caused the
annihilation of many Christians also. This is
because, no distinction was made, at that time,
between |sradlites and Christians. The ensuing
persecution and extermination encompassed the
entire region, so as to rid the region, especially
Palestine and surrounding areas, of any Jewish
presence. It is now clear to see the difficulty of
tracing the history of this period. Due to the long
period of scourge suffered by the Israelites at the
hands of the Romans, from the ascension of Christ
culminating in Titus’ destruction of Jerusalem, even
the end of the Disciples as well as Paul is considered
to be unknown.

The persecution of those who survived continued
until a second demolition during the reign of
Adrian. This happened when a group of Israelites
gathered and chose one named Perkukaba as their
leader. He claimed to be the Messiah who had
returned, and led his followers in a revolt against
Rome. The Emperor Adrian had no other choice but
to send a huge army into Jerusalem. He ordered
them to demolish everything in their path, one by
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one. This began in the year 130 C.E and continued
until the Israelites were conquered and their lands
demolished. Consequently, the Holy House in
Jerusalem was once again destroyed and a temple
for the worship of Jupiter - the god worshipped in
Rome at the time- was built in its place. The
| sraelites were now forbidden to enter Jerusalem
except on one day during the year. That too, was
only allowed after they paid a large fee.

Events such as these, no doubt account for this
gap in the history of Christianity. This is because
those outside the realm of Christianity and Judaism
at that time, like the Romans and the pagan Greeks,
made no distinction between the two groups. In
addition, most of the religious activity associated
with Christ took place in Jerusalem. The Christians
too as we have mentioned previously, were already
divided over the issue of whether it was compulsory
to follow the Laws of Moses and whether the pagans
who newly converted to Christianity, should be made
to follow them or not. By this time however, those
who adhered to these laws and were in favor of
enforcing strict codes of adherence upon the new
converts, from among the Disciples and the
| sraelites that converted to Christianity, had gained
the upper hand. The destruction of Jerusalem,
therefore, as well as the killing of the Israelites,
provided an ideal opportunity for Paul and those
who adhered to his school of thought, who were
calling for the abandonment of the adherence to the
Mosaic Law and its separation from the laws of
Christ, to have their way. Habib Sa’eed stated:
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“The destruction of Jerusalem in the East, just
after the Jewish uprising of 70 C.E, had a severe
effect on Christianity. This is because, the
conquering of the Palestinian groups and the
enlargement of the polytheists who accepted
Christianity, were among the factors that relieved
Paul of the burden of getting rid of the
troublesome Israelites. Antioch, Rome, and later
Ephesus, became the most important centers in
the development of Christian history.””

Anyone examining the Christian history of this
period, would find that a very crucial separation
took place in the Christian religion. This is due to
the emergence of a number of groups all professing
contradictory beliefs. These groups included:

1. Docetism:  This cult claimed that Christ was not
actually a human being and all his activities were
merely an apparition to the Disciples but in reality
they were not like that at all.

2.The statement of Satrinios. He claimed that
there were two Gods. The God of the Israelites
who was the enemy of the hidden God. The
Jewish God, according to him, was the one who
created seven angels. These seven angels made
mankind who began to fall short of his duties in
life until he was given a torch of light from the
hidden God from whom the light emanates. He

"The history of Christianity 1/46
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objected to marriage and some of his students
abstained from eating meat.

3.The statement of Basilidos. He was from
Alexandria, Egypt, and held the view that one
should not work by the five books of Moses or by
the Old Testament. He claimed that God created
the mind and from this mind the angels and the
heavens came. These number 365 in order from
greatest to least ending with the lord of the Old
Testament, Yahweh who in turn created the
physical world. He also claimed that when God
saw the faults of mankind, he sent the mind to
them- and he was the Son- so that he may bring
wisdom and salvation to a group of chosen souls.

4.The statement of Falentinious: Thisis a statement
taken from Greek legends that believed in a
family of gods and in the existence procreation
among them. The last to be procreated was Christ
and the Holy Spirit, then the birth of the Lord,
who proclaimed knowledge to the people, was
completed.

These three theories are considered by Christians to

be the most important of what was called (duwgis//
)® That became very widespread at that time,
Among the other doctrines that emerged were:

5. The Marcions: These were the followers of
Marcion who was born in Asia in the year 85CE.

8
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Others put hisbirth at 120 CE. Among the beliefs
he held was that there were two Gods; One of
them was the god of the Israelites and he was
merciless and vicious. He created this physical
world. Even so he was of a lesser stature than the
other god. The other god was the god of mercy
and affection. He was the true and hidden god
who manifested himself in the person of Jesus.
He was also of the view that Jesus did not die on
the cross and that he was not buried nor did he
resurrect from his tomb. Instead he suddenly
vanished in an abyss to preach to the dead. After
that he returned to take up his responsibility as
the hidden Father in heaven.

6.The Montanas. This takes its name from its
founder, Montanas. He appeared in the second
half of the second century and claimed that the
holy pirit spoke to him. Along with him there
were two women also claimed that they received
ingpiration. They declared that the end of the
world and the second coming of Jesus were at
hand. In order to prepare for this event the two
women prophets told the people to abstain from
marriage, drinking alcohol and eating stimulating
foods. They then waited for the return of Jesus.
A group of them even went to the desert to greet
Jesus. They almost perished from thirst and
hunger had the authorities not saved them. The
Montanas continued until about the fifth century
CE.

7.4949idl They claimed that Jesus was a human
being born of Mary in a miraculous way. At the
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time of his baptism however, God adopted him and
gave him the power to perform miraculous deeds.
He continued to be a human until he was crucified
and resurrected from the dead and ascended to the
heavens. They also await his return to save his
followers from the abuse that they suffered because
of his crucifixion. That also adhere to the Mosaic
Law.’

8.Unitarianism: These are many Christian groups
that held the common view that Allah is one and not
three. These however can be divided into many
schools of thought. Among them are:

I. Sabellian Doctrine: This takes its name from its
founder the priest Sabellius who died in 261 CE. It
was reported that he believed that Allah was unable
to be divided and he was against the trinity doctrine.
He was however, of the view that Allah, the Creator
manifested himself in the form of Christ and he
became a son. So he felt pain and was crucified.
After that he transformed to the Holy Spirit who
became a guide to the Disciples. In his view
therefore, Allah is one, but he underwent these three
stages.

b.Paul of Samosata: He was a priest from Antioch,
who later became its bishop in 260 CE. He held the
view that Allah was one and that his words and
wisdom were among his attributes. This attribute of
speech took possession of Jesus and he became
Christ the redeemer and the deliverer. He also held

9Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:490-497
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the view that Allah raised Jesus as a reward to him,
and gave him a name above all other names.
c.Arius: Thisgroup takesits name from its founder
a Libyan bishop, who studied under Lukyanos, one
of the students of Paul of Samosata. Arius held the
view that Allah was one who was never born. The
son however, was not eternal, for there was a time
when he was not present. He therefore came from
nothing like every other creature of Allah. Thus he
was not Allah, nor did he possess divine
characteristics. Allah merely gave him a high status
and elevated him above all his creation. Arius’view
spread tremendously. It was this view that led to
convention of the Nicea Conference in the year 325
CE. by the order of the Emperor Constantine. This
was in order for them to examine this view and the
many views that had divided the Christian
community at that time.

These were the varying schools of thought and
opinions were widespread among the Christians at
the time. Each group was also very active in
advocating its principles. This resulted in a lot of
tension among the groups, especially with those who
adhered to the teachings of Paul. They were very
strong and vigilant and they spared no effort in
calling others to their view. After the fall of the
religious capital, Jerusalem, they were ableto riseto
the head of all religious centers at that time. In the
centers of Antioch, Rome and Alexandria, the
followers of Paul were in control. Some of these
leadersincluded:

41

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

1.1gnatious of Antioch, the Bishop of Antioch, who
became bishop of the Church of Antioch in the year
70 CE."”

2.Clemence of Rome, the bishop of the Roman
Church between 92-101 CE."

3. The Bishop of Sameerna (Azmeer), Policaros who
was killed in the year 156 CE. during the
persecution of the ruler Marcus Orilios.™

4.Bishop of Leon, Irianos who is believed to have
died between 190 and 202 CE."

5.Justin Yustinus the Martyr who opened a school
in Rome before hewaskilled in 165 CE.*

6. Clemence of Alexandria, who was born in 150 CE
in Greece before moving to Alexandria where he
joined the school called “The School of Christian
Learning.” *° He later became head of the school. It
is believed that he died in the year 215 CE.*°
7.1rijanus the Egyptian, who was born around 185
CE. in Alexandria, Egypt. He became head of the
school of theology in Alexandria, and after teaching
for a period, hediedin Sur, in the year 253 C.E"

19 Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:415-417 , Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:61
! Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:420

12 Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:426, Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:98

3 Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:431, vol: 1:131

¥ Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:444 , Tareekh al-Kaneesah 1:98

31t is stated that this school was founded by Patinious, who was a pagan
before becoming a Christian. He founded the Christian School of
Alexandria in the year179 CE. and taught in it. (see Tareekh al-Fikr al-
Maseehi 1:127) and (1:105). Through the Bishop of Alexandria then
through Ithnasios, this school played the biggest role in preventing the
spread of Arius’ doctrine.

' Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:500, Tareekh al-Kaneesah 1:138

Y Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:539, Tareekh al-Kaneesah 1:138
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8.I1thnasios, who succeeded Alexandrios to become
the bishop of Alexandria in the year 328 CE. Both
Ithnasios and Alexandrios had the biggest influence
in establishing the theory of the divinity of Christ in
the conference of Nicea which was convened by the
order of the Emperor Constantine in the year 325
CE They also rejected the opinion held by Arius the
libyan, about the oneness of God.™

These conflicts among the various Christian
groups and their priests, resulted in the convening of
a number of conferences. At the end of each
conference there would be a communiqué
announcing the excommunication of a particular
Christian  sect. In general however, these
excommunicated groups did not stop their activities
because they did not acknowledge the authority of
these conferences, nor did they accept ther
rulings.”®

It is well known that there was no Christian
country at that time. The Christians too were not a
united body. In fact they lived in the midst of the
Jewish people of their own race and among the
pagans. This left them wvulnerable and open to
severe persecution. When they were among the
| sraelites, for example, they were persecuted because
the Israelites considered them dissidents who

18 Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi 1:642 , Tareekh al-Kaneesah 1:152
19 see Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi vol.1 pg.480 for the stance taken by the
church regarding the Marcions. See also vol.1 pg.606-607 for the stance

taken by the church regarding Paul of Samosata. See also vol.1 pg.632 for
the stance taken by the church regarding Arius’ doctrine.
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rejected their religion. The Roman pagans, on the
other hand, persecuted both the Israelites and the
Christians without distinction. This is why the
Jewish revolt against the Romans meant very
disastrous consequences for the Christians also.
After the conquering of the lsraelites and the
expulsion from Palestine of those who remained, the
remaining Christians faced the brunt of the
persecution from the pagan Roman rulers. This
lasted for almost three hundred years. It cameto an
end when the Emperor Constantine came to the
throne. With the decree of Milan in the year 313
CE, Constantine officially stopped all persecution of
the Christians. From this date the Christians
became more visible and their religion began to
spread among the pagans, who made up the
majority of those embracing Christianity at the time.

The long, lean years however, adversely affected
many callers to Christianity and by this time, they
had strayed far away from the religion of Christ.
The changes that occurred in the religion, made it
closer to that of the pagans, for it was now based on
a doctrine of one god possessing three elements- i.e.
the Trinity Doctrine. The explanation of thereligion
too, as well as the details about aspects of belief,
were now based on philosophy, especially Soicism
and the modern doctrines of Plato. The defenders of
the Christian faith were those who had previously
studied pagan philosophy. Perhaps they had
followed it for such a long period of time that it was
difficult for them not to carry it over into their new
religion. This is why the pagans found no great
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difference between paganism and what the
Christians were propagating.

Among the things that had a great effect on the
spread of Christianity throughout the Roman
Empire, was the conversion of the Roman Emperors
to Christianity. The most significant of these
conversions was that of Constantine. The
conversion of the Emperors to Christianity however
also caused many problems for the Christians. This
Is because the Emperors, although new converts and
virtually ignorant of the teachings of their new-
found religion, did not hesitate to impose on
Christianity, their own opinions about beliefs and
teachings. The Roman Emperors now directly
controlled all religious affairs and they charted the
course of Christian religious thought according to
their own whims and fancies. The Emperors
therefore supported those schools of thought that
were in accordance with thelr own opinions.
Consequently if anyone advocated an idea contrary
to their beliefs, they convened a conference at which
the Christians under pressure, would denounce and
excommunicate the dissident group. Habib Sa’eed
states:

“This was a great victory- i.e. the Emperors’
conversion to Christianity. With victory however
there are many dangers and drawbacks. The
freedom that prevailed with the church enjoying
the good graces of respect and authority was
tarnished by vain desires and ambitious designs.
The greatest danger that the church faced, was
that the state now imposed its will on it. It
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changed from being its enemy to being its ally. It
however demanded in return for this privilege, a
free hand to imposeitswill on the Church.

Once again, the Church stood up against the
state, threatened it and refused to submit to its
will. It also disapproved of its dominance and
interference. It was true that the state leaned
towards the church and softened it position
towards it. The state also afforded the church its
protection and many other favors and privileges.
In return however, the state would settle for no less
than a total submission from the church. As a
result, we see how the state’s truce with the church
and the cordial relations it once held towards it,
was more dangerous to it than the dangers of its
enemies. Under the imperial embrace of the
Emperor, the spiritual power of the Church was
exposed to the danger of constriction and eventual
annihilation. The Church lost the power to
implement laws, convene conferences and
implement their resolutions. The right to appoint
bishops to important religious posts, as well as the
right of being the highest body for legal
judgements in religious matters, were also among
the rights demanded by the Roman state. For it
was also determined to take away theserightsfrom
the Church.” %

This virtual take over by the state was clearly
defined and emphasized by the fact that the
Conference of Nicea of 325 CE was convened by the

 Tareekh al-Fikr al-Maseehi vol.1 pg.144
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order of the Emperor Constantine. He was also
present at the conference at which a resolution was
passed declaring the divinity of Christ and the
excommunication of Arius and his followers. Ten
years later however, the same Emperor certified the
ratifications of the conference of Sur which allowed
for the return of Arius to the Church and called for
the excommunication of Ithnasius.

Later, both the Western Emperor Constantine 11
and the Eastern Emperor Constantius, called for the
convening of a conference in the city of Sardica in
the year 343 CE. This was called for the purpose of
uniting the Christians. No agreement was reached
at the conference however, and the Christians left
more divided than when they came.

After the murder of the Emperor Constantine 11,
the Emperor Constantius called for the convening of
the Conference of Milano, in the year 353 CE. He
asked his bhishops to pass a resolution
excommunicating Ithnasius. Most of the delegates
agreed with the proposal of the Emperor and signed
a declaration to this effect. The Emperor also called
for two conferences to be convened simultaneously
in Turkey and Italy in 359 C E. He ordered those
overseeing the Italian conference to compel the
delegates gathering there, to sign all the resolutions
passed at the conference which agreed with Arius’
school of thought. They were considered to be
moderates. He also used police force to compel the
assembly in Turkey to sign.

When the Emperor Theodosius came to power, he
did not favor Arius’school of thought. He convened
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the conference of Constantinople in 381 C.E, at
which a resolution was passed reinstating the
resolutions taken at the Conference of Nicea, known
as the Doctrinal Law of Nicea. In addition, they
added the divinity of the Holy Ghost to the religious
doctrine and considered Ariusism to be against the
Laws of Rome. This is the school of thought that
has formed the basis of most Christian belief today.

Thus Christianity became a pawn in the hands of
the Roman Emperors. They directed them as they
wished. This continued until the fall of Rome in the
face of the advances by the Eastern tribes and those
from the North East that conquered Rome in 410
CE.

Thisis a brief history of early Christianity. Itis
sufficient for the purposes of this research. We must
point out however, that the victory of the followers of
Paul and his school of thought, leaves research in
this field dependent upon sources written by them.
They are the ones who brought this information to
us through ther teachers. They also brought
information about other groups. Casting judgment
on the accuracy of the available information about
the other groups, especially in the area of belief is
only conclusive after first hand reports from the
leader of the group himself or his students and
followers. Thus the researcher must exercise some
degree of caution when dealing with this
information.
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il hapter Two

Sources of Christianity

All religions possess sources from which they
derive their laws and beliefs. If the source is
authentic, consequently the religion would be
authentic. If on the other hand, the source is false,
it follows that the religion can also be declared as
false. Thisiswhy it is necessary for any researcher
or seeker of truth to first examine the sources of the
religion about which heisreading.

Christianity, like other religions has sources from
which Christians take their belief and laws. The
most important of these sources, are the Bible and
the Christian conferences. We would examine these
sources carefully in the following chapters.

The Bible: This book is comprised of the Old
Testament and the New Testament.

The Old Testament:

The Old Testament is the book held by both
| sraelites and Christians to be sacred. Itisfound at
the beginning of the Christian Bible. The Old
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Testament comprises the Torah and other
accompanying books.
The word Torah is of Hebrew origin, meaning law
or rule. According to Jewish belief, the Torah refers
to the five books that they believe were hand-written
by Mosesuu. They are also referred to as the
Pentateuch, a Greek word that means five, i.e. five
books.
These five books are:

1.The Book of Genesis. This book deals with the
creation of the Heavens and the Earth. It also
mentions the stories of Adam and the Prophets
after him up to the death prophet Joseph w.

2.The Book of Exodus. This book deals with the
story of the Israelites from after the death of
Joseph w, until their departure form Egypt. It
also mentions what happened between them and
Mosesu, after the Exodus.

3.The book of Leviticus: This book takes its name
from the tribe of Levy, son of Jacob, from whose
lineage came Moses and Aaron. It was from the
generation of Aaron that the priests were chosen.
This means that they had control over the
religious affairs. In addition, they had the
responsibility of preserving the Law and teaching
it to the people. This book also contains matters
relating to the people and other religious
functions.

4.The book of Numbers: This book deals with the
number of the Israelites. It includes advises and
events which took place with the Israelites after
the Exodus.
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5.The book of Deuteronomy. This means the
repetition of the laws and the reiteration of the
orders and prohibitions upon the tribes The book
also nds at a point where it mentions the death of
Moses 1, and the location of his grave.
The Christians however, have labeled the entire Old
Testament, the Torah. According to Islamic
terminology, the Torah is the book which Allah
revealed to Mosesuu as a guiding light to the
| sraelites.
According to the Protestant Bible, there are about 34
other books connected to the Torah. In this case
therefore, the books of the Torah number about 39.
This is what the Christians refer to as the Old
Testament. These books can also be divided into five
parts.

1. The five books attributed to Moses.

2. Historical books numbering about thirteen:

Joshua Judges Ruth 1Samuel |2 Samuel 1Kings

2Kings 1Chronicle  [2Chronicle  |[Ezra Nehemiah  [Esther

S <

Jonah

These books tell the story of the Israelites after
Moses, up to thereturn of the Babylonian captivesto
Palestine and their reconstruction of the Temple
after it had been destroyed. With the exception of 1
Chronicles and 2 Chronicles, these books repeat the
story of the I sraelites and begin with a brief mention
about the children of Adam, up to the first year of
the reign of Cyrus, the king of Persia. The book of
Jonah also tells the story of the prophet Jonah
among the people of Nineveh to whom he was sent.
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3. The Books of the Prophets: These number fifteen:

| saiah Jerimiah Ezekiel Dani€l Hosea Joel

Amos Obadiah Micah Nahum Habakku Zephaniah
k

Haggai Zechariah Malachi

These books are distinguished by their narrative
style and prophesy of what was to occur to the
| sraelites, as well as the people’ attitude towards
them. It also contains threats to the Isra€lites, as
well as promises of their return and victory. These
books have been attributed to persons living during
and after the time of the Babylonian capture.

4.Books of wisdom and poetry (Literary books):
These booksinclude:

[Job  |Proverbs [Ecclesiastes ISong of Solomon  |Lamentations

4.The book of supplications and prayers. This is
made up of one book only; the Psalms attributed
to David u

These are the books of the Hebrew transcripts that
are recognized by the Protestants. The Catholics
and Orthodox churches however, recognize the
Greek transcripts which exceed the Hebrew
transcripts by seven books. Theseinclude:

1-Tobit ~ 2-Judith 3-Therest of Esther 4- The

Wisdom of Solomon 5-Ecclesiastics or the Wisdom

of Jesusben Sirach 6-Baruch
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7 1 Maccabees and II M accabees.

For the sake of brevity, and due to their importance
to both Isradlites and Christians, our study would
only concentrate on the books of the Torah- the five
books of Moses.

The History of the Torah:

Every book owes its value to the quality of its
writer. It is therefore important to establish the
authenticity of the attribution of any book to its
author. If this is not established, the value of the
book is lost. The holy scriptures take their
sacredness from their attribution to the One who
revealed them- Allah. It is therefore vital to
establish the authenticity of attribution to Allah, in
order that the holiness of the scripture be
established. If this attribution is not possible, then
the book cannot be considered holy nor is one
compelled to accept it. This is due to the possibility
that the book was tampered with, changed or
contains errors.

It is therefore necessary to know the state of the
Torah that was attributed to Moses. Thisisthe most
important part of the Old Testament of the I sraelites
and the Christians.

First of all, anyone looking at the Torah and the
books connected to it, finds that the books of Moses
referred to as “The Law” or “The book of the Lord”
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or “The Torah,” were mentioned in a limited
number of places. Some of the information that the
| sraelites mention include:

1.Moses registered all the laws and wrote them
down. These were the laws that he received orally.
In the Book of Exodusit states:

“Then Moses came and related all the words of God
and all the judicial decisions, and all the people
answered with one voice and said: “All the words that
God has spoken we are willing to do. Accordingly
Moses wrote down all the words of God.”

(Exodus 24: 3)

It also states:

“Finally he’! took the book of the covenant and read
it in the ears of the people. Then they said: “All
that God has spoken we are willing to do and be
obedient.” (Exodus24: 7)

2.Moses received the law written by God’s hands.
In Exodus 24:12, it states:
“And the Lord now said to Moses. “Come up to mein
the mount and be there, and | will give thee tablets of
stone and a law commandments which | have written;
that thou mayest teach them.”
Then it states that Moses stayed on the mountain for
forty days. It also mentions that many laws were
given to Moses and that God gave them to him
orally. At the end of this it states that Moses was
given thetablets.

2Li.e. Moses
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“Now as soon as he had finished speaking with him
on Mount Snai, he proceeded to give Moses two
tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone written by
Godsfinger  [exodus3i: 18]

In the absence of Moses, the Israelites took to
worshipping an idol shaped like a calf. When Moses
returned however, and saw the people dancing
around the calf, he threw down the tablets and they
broke. According to Jewish belief, God wrote two
new tablets to replace the broken ones.

3.The lIsraelites mention that Moses wrote the
Torah just before his death, and gave it to the
bearers of the Ark of the Covenant. In
Deuteronomy 31 :9, it states:

“Then Moses wrote this Law and gave it to the
priests the sons of Le'vi, the carriers of the ark of
God's covenant and to all the older men of Israel.”

At the end of this book, the Israelites mention the
reason why Moses wrote the Torah.

“And it came about that as soon as Moses had
finished writing the words of this Law in a book until
their completion, Moses began to command the
Levites, the carriers of the ark of Gods covenant,
saying: “Taking this book of the law you must place it
at the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your
God and it must serve as a witness there against you.

[13

22
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For | well know your rebelliousness and your stiff
neck. If while | am alive with you today, you have
proved rebellious in behavior toward God, then how
much more so after my death.” (peuteronomy 31: 24-27)

4.The I sraelites mention in the book of Joshua, that
Joshua re-wrote the Torah on the stone of the altar,
in keeping with the advice of Moses.

“It was then that Joshua proceeded to build an altar
to the God of Israel, in Mount E’bal, just as Moses
the servant of God had commanded the sons of Israel,
as it is written in the book of the law of Moses. “An
altar of whole stones upon which no iron tool has
been wielded”; and they went offering up burnt
offerings upon it to God and sacrificing communion
sacrifices.

Then he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law
of Moses that he had written before the sons of
Isradl..........

And After this he read aloud all the words of the law
the blessing and the malediction according to all that
IS written in the book of the law. There proved to be
not a word of all that Moses had commanded that
Joshua did not read aloud in front of all the

congregation of Israel...”

(
Joshua 8: 30-35)

5. After this, all mention of the Torah or information
about it stops. The Israelites do not mention the
Torah that Moses wrote nor the one that Joshua
wrote upon the altar, in their book. They mention
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however, the Ark of the Covenant in which Moses
placed the Torah. According to them, this Ark of the
Covenant was stolen by the enemy during the time of
the prophet Samuel. After seven months, it was
returned to them. They then placed it in a village
called Shiloh. It stayed there for twenty years, until
David came and took it to Jerusalem and placed it in
atent. Solomon later moved it to the Temple that he
built and placed it in the holiest Jerusalem. They
used to face it during prayer. They also mention
that when Solomon opened the Ark all that he found
in it were the two stone tablets that Moses placed in
it.

“When the people came to the camp, the older men of
Israel began to say: “Why did God defeat us today
before the Philistines? let us take to ourselves from
Shiloh the ark of God 5 covenant that it may come into
our midst and may save us from the palm of our
enemies. S0 the people went to Shiloh and carried
from there the ark of the covenant of God of armies,
who is sitting upon the cherub.” [1 Samuel: 4:3-4]

Where then was the Torah that Moses wrote and
placed in the Ark? Neither the Israelites nor the
Christians can provide the answer.

6.After Solomon, the nation of the Isradlites was
divided into two:
1: The nation of Israel in the north. This was under
the rule of Jerobo’am the son of Nebat and its
capital was Napolis.
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2:The nation of Judea in the south. This was ruled
by Rehobo’am the son of Solomon and its capital
was Jerusalem.

The Israelites mention a very significant event that
took place during the reign of Rehobo’am. They
state that Rehobo’am and all of Israel abandoned
the Law of God. Thisrefers to their abandoning of
religious practices. The Phoaroh of Egypt then
invaded them and seized their country during that
time.

“And Judah did what was evil in the sight of the Lord,
and they provoked him to jealousy with their sins
which they committed, more than all that their fathers
had done. For they also built for themselves high
places, pillars, and Ashe’rim on every high hill and
under every green tree; and there were also male cult
prostitutes in the land. They did according to all
abominations of the nations which the Lord drove out
before the people of Isradl.

In the fifth year of King Rehobo’am, Shiskak king of
Egypt came up against Jerusalem; he took away the
treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of
the kings house; he took away everything. He also
took away all the shields of gold which Solomon had
made..” (1Kings14: 22-27)

In 11 Chronicles 12:1-4, Shiskak and the strength of
hisarmy are discussed.

“When the rule of Rehobo’am was established and
was strong, he forsook the law of the Lord, and all of
Israel with him. In the fifth year of King Rehobo’am,
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because they had been unfaithful to the Lord, Shiskak
king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem with twelve
hundred chariots and sixty thousand horsemen. And
the people were without number who came with him
from Egypt- Libyans, Suk’ki-im, and Ethiopians. And
he took the fortified cities of Judah and came asfar as
Jerusalem.”

This verse clearly states that the religious capital of
the Israelites was seized by the Pharaoh of Egypt
and that he captured everything that was in it. This
means that the I sraelites lost the Torah during this
incident, for no mention of it is made in the Bible,
until the reign of King J’osiah some three hundred
years later. In addition, no mention of the Ark of
the Covenant is made after this incident, until the
reign of King J’osiah when he asked the Levites to
place it in the Temple that Solomon built. No
further information about it has surfaced to this day.
Perhaps it was among the things destroyed by
Nebuchanezer when he conquered Jerusalem.

7.The lsradlites claim that King J’osiah, who wasin
power in Judah after Solomon for about 340 years,
and prior to Nebuchadnezzars conquest of
Jerusalem, found the book of the law.

“In the eighteenth year of King J’osiah, the King sent
Shaphan the son of Azali ’ah, son of Mashul lam, the
secretary, to the house of the LORD, saying , Go up to
Hiki’ah the high priest, that he may reckon the
amount of the money which has been brought into the
house of the LORD, which the keepers of the
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threshold have collected from the people; and let it be
given into the hand of the workmen who have the
oversight of the house of the LORD.

And Hilki’ah the high priest said to Shaphan the
secretary, | have found the book of the law in the
house of the Lord.” And Hilki’ah gave the book to
Shaphan and he read it. And Shaphan the secretary
came to the king, and reported to the king, “Your
servants have emptied out the money that was found
in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of the
workmen who have the oversight of the house of the
Lord.” Then Shaphan the secretary told the king
”Hilki’ah the priest has given me the book.” And
Shaphan read it before the king.

And when the king heard the words of the book of the
law, he rent his clothes. And the king commanded
Hilki ’ah the priest, and Ahi ’kam the son of Shaphan
............ saying, “Go, inquire of the LORD, for me, and
for the people, and for all Judas, concerning the
words of this book that has been found, for great is
the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us,
because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this
book to do according to all that is written concerning
US..voeees > Then the king sent, and all the elders of
Judah and Jerusalem were gathered to him. And the
king went up to the house of the LORD, and with him
all the men of Judah and all inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and the priests and the prophets, all the people, both
small and great; and he read in their hearing all the

23|] Kings 22: 3-13
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words of the book of the covenant which had been
found in the house of the LORD.” *

The information mentioned here proves that the
| sraelites lost the Torah its laws and that much of it
was forgotten. What is used today as the Torah,
contains no evidence to prove its authenticity. It is
extremely far-fetched to think that the Torah, which
Is considered so sacred, would be lost for such along
time-three centuries- and all along it was in the
corner of the house of the Lord-a house supervised
and maintained by the priests, and a general place of
worship for all the Isradlites. Is it reasonable to
think that the Torah was there all this time-three
hundred years the |sraelites were unable to find it
until the priest Hilki’ah discovered it?! |n fact this
is very hard to believe. It is quite possible that the
priest Hilki’ah himself wrote from what he
rememberd of the book and added statements from
his own knowledge, in order to please the king
Josi'ah, who was religious and wanted good for his
people.

8.In the year 586 B.C, twenty-five years after king
Josiah, Nebuchadnezzar of Chaldea invaded the
country of Judah and destroyed it. He also
destroyed the Temple and captured the I sradlites. In
Il Chronicles 36, this event is mentioned. It isalso
mentioned that the real reason for this destruction
was their evil and non-adherence to their religion.

24]] Kings 23: 1-3
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“And when the year expired, king Nebuchadnezzar
sent, and brought him to Babylon, with the goodly
vessels of the house of the Lord, and made Zedekiah
his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem.

Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem.

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord
his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the
prophet speaking from the mouth of the Lord.

And he also rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, who
had made him swear by God: but he stiffened his
neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto the
Lord God of Israel.

Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people,
transgressed very much after all the abominations of
the heathen; and polluted the house of the Lord which
he had hallowed in Jerusalem.

And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his
messengers, rising up be times, and sending; because
he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling
place:

But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised
his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath
of the Lord arose against his people, till there was no
remedy.

Therefore he brought upon them the king of the
Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword
in the house of their sanctuary, and had no
compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or
him that stooped for age: he gave them all into his
hand.
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And all the vessels of the house of the God, great and
small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and
the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these
he brought to Babylon

And they burnt the house of God, and broke down the
wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof
with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessel s thereof.
And them that escaped from the sword carried he
away to Babylon; where they were servants to him

and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia:
(11 Chronicles 36:17-20)

The reports are unanimous therefore, that the
| sraelites once again, lost the Torah due to this
complete demolition and destruction.

9.The I sraelites claim that Ezra the scribe, prepared
his heart to seek the Law of God, adhere to it and
teach the | sraelites the statutes and the judgements.

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of
the Lord and to do it, and to teach in Israel the

statutes and the judgements.”
[Ezra7:10)

This Ezra, however was present during the time of
the captives of Babylon. When the Israelites
returned to Jerusalem during the reign of the king
of Persia, he gathered them together to read to them
what was written of the Laws of Moses.

“And all the people gathered themselves together as
one man into the street that was before the great
water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to
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bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord
had commanded to Isradl.

And Ezra the priest brought the law before the
congregation both of men and women, and all that
could hear with understanding, upon the first day of
the seventh month.

And he read therein before the street that was before
the water gate from the morning until midday, before
the men and the women, and those that could
understand people were attentive unto the book of the
law.” (Neh 8: 1-3)

It is clear from this that Ezra wrote the Torah for
them, for the Israelites made no mention of how
Ezra came to be in possession of this Torah. Where
did he get it from, when there were some eight
centuries between him and Moses, and the Torah
was lost before histime?!

It is clear that the Torah that Ezra read to the
people was either:
1. A forgery written by Ezra himsef from his
memory and from what information he gathered,
from written and other sources, and not the Torah of
Moses. Thisis because one cannot depend on Esra’s
memory nor on the books and papersthat cameinto
his possession. For this to be accepted there must
be an established and unbroken chain of authorities
from him to Moses. Finding this is further away
from them than the heavens.

Or.
2. Information handed down about the laws to
which the I sra€lites adhered, that either Ezra or the
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writer of the book of Nehemiah claimed to be the
Book of the Laws of Moses.

The former explanation cannot be accepted
because there is no chain of authorities leading to
Moses by which one may verify the authenticity of
the written information or the information that was
handed down by word of mouth. The latter
explanation must also be rejected because the Torah
was revealed by Allah to Moses. As for what Ezra
wrote, this was simply what he understood of it. Itis
therefore subject to human error and deficiencies.
Based on what was previously mentioned in Ezra 7:
10 “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the
law of the Lord and to do it, and to teach in Israel
the statutes and the judgements,” the latter and not
the former explanation is more likely to be true.
This shows that Ezra began to gather, follow up and
teach thelaw in earnest.

There is another text which provesthat the | sraelites
stopped adhering to most of the teachings even from
the time of Joshua, the son of Nun. Here is what
was said concerning the festival they held at the
invitation of Ezra:
“Thus all the congregation of those who had come
back from the captivity made booths and took up
dwelling in the booths; for the sons of Israel had not
done that way from the days of Joshua the son of Nun
until that day, so that there came to be a great
rejoicing” [
Nehemiah: 8:17]

This text mentionsin no uncertain terms, the lack
of adherence to the teaching and that this state
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existed for quite along time. There wastherefore no
way for anyone, regardless to the level of his
knowledge, to collect all the laws due to the time that
elapsed and the many changes that occurred to the
| sraelites. In any event, his collection of
information would not be more than the work of a
human being and can in no way be attributed to
Allah.

10. Historians have mentioned that the Greek ruler
Ptolemy |1 282-247 B.C ordered Alyaazar, the chief
bishop, to send him seventy- two scholars of the
Torah, in order for them to trandlate the five books
of Moses to the Greek language. With Alyaazar at
the head of the delegation this order was carried out.
The project was finished in seventy-two days. This
trandation of the five books of Moses, became
known in the Greek language as “The seventies”.
The Old Testament was then translated from this
Greek version to Latin. This transation of the five
books however, came a very long time after the
death of Moses- some ten centuries. It was also a
long time after the writing of the copy of Ezra, that
was mentioned before there were about two hundred
years between the appearance of the copy and the
trandation. This means that there was no direct
link of authorities between the book from which this
Greek trandlation was taken and the original work.
Thisrendersthe trandlation worthless.

11. After intermingling with other peoples, the
Hebrew spoken by the | sraelites underwent so many
changes that they eventually were not able to
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understand ancient Hebrew. This is because the
vowel points were not written in ancient Hebrew.
This resulted in many errors in reading. To solve
this problem, the I sraelites resorted to placing vowel
points dots and punctuation marksin their writings.
This exercise continued from the seventh century
CE, to the tenth century CE. A copy of the Torah
was done in this manner. This was called the
Masuric version of the Torah. This work was
completed in the tenth century CE. It was from this
revised version, all other Hebrew versions as well as
their translations were made. The question now is,
where is the original text from which this Masuric
version was made? Neither the Israelites nor the
Christians have any original copy, except the Dead
Sea Scrolls that were found in the Qumran Valley
between 1947 and 1956. These are complete sets of
the Old Testament written about three hundred BC,
the latest of which was written in one hundred BC.
These manuscripts, a great portion of which is
under the control of America and Britain and the
| sraelites of Palestine, have not been examined nor
their contents revealed to this day. This leaves a lot
of questions still unanswered. It also indicates that
these scrolls contain so much information damaging
to the Israelites and the Christians, that they have
both agreed to keep its contents a secret, in
contradiction to their normal policy concerning
ancient historical finds.

After this historical review of the Torah, we may
conclude the following:
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- The Torah that was revealed to Moses or written
by him, and the one that was written by Joshua the
son of Nun, after Moses, were both lost. This
happened either before the time of Solomon or just
after him.

- The Israelites claimed that they found the Torah
during the reign of king J’osiah. This claim
however, has to be substantiated by sound evidence
beforeit can be believed.

- The Israelites then lost what they claimed they
found during the reign of king J’osiah. This was
due to the destruction of Jerusalem and the
conseguent capture and deportation of the | sraelites.

- Ezra wrote the Torah and returned it to the
| sraelites. Even if we accept this claim, this would
be considered no more than the work of a human
being. If Ezra attributes this to Allah, this claim
would not be valid, for no one, not the I sraelites nor
the Christians nor the Muslims, believe that the
Torah was revealed twice- once to Moses and once to
Ezra. Perhaps it may be that the writers who claim
that Ezra was inspired. This also is a false claim.
This is because Ezra, himself never made such a
claim. The fallacy of this claim is also evident from
the gap in time, the broken chain of authorities and
the corruption of the | sraelites.

- The copy of Ezra cannot be authentically traced.
In fact, the “seventies” version was written some two
hundred years after this. The source upon which
they relied to do this trandation is not known. As
for the claim that it was done from the memory of
the scholars who did the trandlation, this is far-
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fetched indeed. The Israelites do not commit their
books to memory nor is there any of them who
claimsthis.

- The Hebrew copy as well as the copy that istraced
to the Masuric manuscript, are to be viewed just like
the other trandations. They followed a pattern of
writing different to the original language of the Old
Testament. This makes any confirmation of its
authenticity dependent upon the presence of the
original texts that coincide with the ancient
language. This is in order to make a proper
comparison. In the absence of this, one must
conclude that there is no original text to verify the
authenticity. In this way, these copies are just like
the Greek version.

- The Greek and Hebrew texts of the Old Testament
and the Torah do not come from the same source.
This difference is apparent in the difference in the
number of books in each version. In the Greek
version there are forty-six books, while in the
Hebrew Masuric version there are thirty-nine books.
There are also many textual differences between the
two versions. This proves that they were both from
different sources.

By thistherefore, it is clear, without the least shadow of a doubt, that the
Old Testament does not have any authentic historical chain of authorities
confirming the way in which it was handed down. It is clear that it was
lost on many occasions and that the original Hebrew version cannot be
found with the Israglites. This exposes the text to literary corruption and
change. This is what we will show in the following chapters -Allah’s
willing- from the texts presently used by the Israelites and the Christians.
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The Alteration of the Torah:

From what was mentioned previously about the
Torah, it is clear to see that the book, used by the
Israelites and the Christians, does not have a
dependable chain of authorities in order for the
information found therein to be considered reliable
and true. For thisreason it isimpossible for them to
deny the possibility that the book may have been
altered, especially when the ones entrusted with it -
the Israelites- have strayed so far away from their
religion, as is evident from their historical record-
the Old Testament.

With this sort of deviation and corruption, how isit
at all possible for the Torah to have been spared
alteration. In the following pages, we will mention
some evidences proving the occurrence of this
alteration.

A: Evidence from the Quran and the Torah
proving that the Torah was altered:

In a number of places in the Quran, Allah mentions
that the Israelites have altered their book. Among
these are;

pgio G5 ol 189 oS loing, 5 | cig=alaidl }
o_g.LiC[oJ.Q!Q.ocqg.é_)zgraiaﬂ/,o.nyM
75: 6,8l { (y9al2s pD9

“Do you (faithful believers) covet that they will
believe in your religion in spite of the fact that a
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party of them ( Jewish Rabbis) used to hear the
Word of Allah (the Torah), then they used to change
it knowingly after they understood it ?”

[ Qur’an 2: :75]

This shows that they knowingly changed and
replaced the words of Allah. In another verse Allah
states:

1i® colods a5 agrul LSl CouSs ouill Ligd )
cuiS loo o) Ji99 M Lins a 19 iin) alll xic (o
7%:6,ad) { oS lao ag) 199 agul

“Then woe to those who write the Book with their
own hands and then say, “This is from Allah,” to
purchase with it a little price! Woe to them for what
their hands have written and woe to them for what
they earn thereby.” [Quran: 2:79]

Allah also states: -
oguuxi) USIl pgiiudl i gl 18,46) pagio i 19}
.h.Cu.o_g.a w9J9s,9 g_;[i'.(.//q.o_g.a b 9 L_,lf.(JIL-,lp
9 Il all e 6)96,9 alll aic o 9 log alll
784 bac U {y90l2, 0D
“And verily, among them is a party who distort the
Book with their tongues (as they read), so that you
may think it is from the Book, but it is not from the
Book, and they say: “ThisisfromAllah,” but it isnot

from Allah; and they speak a lie against Allah while
they know it.” [ Qur’an 3: 78]
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These texts prove that the | sraelites added their own
words to Allah s speech and knowingly attributed to
Allah what He did not say. This is due to their
corrupt and bold faced nature.

In another verse Allah states:

[9i Lo @ el> sUl LS il o JS )}
098359 lgigas Lubl)9 diglexi wlll a9
i il JS aSSL1 Y 9 pisl Ioalsi o) bo pinley [s
{Cigu=l PL9> 9 A5

(91 ples¥l )

“.Say (O Muhammad e )“Who then sent down the
Book which Moses brought, a light, and a guidance to
mankind which you (the Israelites) have made into
separate paper sheets disclosing some of it and
concealing much. [Qur’an 6:91]

This shows that the Israelites, for their own evil
purposes, concealed both the information they had,
and the books that Allah revealed to them.

Allah also states:

4w (S 0giold lilz29 adli) pgSliso pgiadi lasd }
19,53 lao Ua> lous 9 aedlgo oo ALl G99,
(13: 61la)l) {a

“S0 because of their breach of their covenant, e
cursed them, and made their hearts grow hard. They
change the words from their right places and have

forgotten a good part of the message that was sent to
them” [[Quran 5:13]
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This verse gives conclusive proof that the |sraelites
altered their book and that they forgot parts of it.
This is their recompense from Allah for their
disbelief, corruption, alteration and breaking of
their covenant.

This statement of Allah about the Isradlites, is
confirmed by what isin their own book. In the Book
of Jeremiah it states:

“How can you men say. “We are wise, and the law of
God is with us”? Surely, now, the false stylus of the
secretaries has worked in sheer falsehood. The wise
ones have become ashamed. They have become
terrified and will be caught. Look! they have rejected
the very word of God, and what wisdom do they have.
Therefore | shall give their wives to the other men,
their fields to those taking possessions; for, from the
least one even to the greatest one, each one is making
unjust gain; from the prophet even to the priest, each

one IS acting falsely. ”
[Jer. 8: 8-10]

These are alledgedly the direct words of one of
the major prophets of the Isradlites, criticizing what
they said. He was one of the later prophets and no
doubt witnessed the deviation just before the
Babylonian invasion and the capture of the
Israelites. This is a clear statement about their
abandoning of the religion of God (Allah), and their
distortion of their laws. It also shows that the
writers, appointed to write the Holy books, had
changed them to lies and falsehood.
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B: Examples of Alteration that occurred in the
Torah.

Examples of alteration in the Torah are numerous
indeed. We’ll only mention some of these alterations
here.

1:  Their Description Of Allah That He Had
Deficiencies:

About which the believers have no disagreement, is
the fact that Allah has absolutely prefect attributes,
unblemished by deficiencies. If however, we look at
the book of the Israelites, we find that it ascribes
many attributes to Allah that do not befit Him at all.
Ascribing these attributes to Allah no doubt
tantamount to lying on Him. Lets ook at some
examples:

a: Tiredness

The Israelites claim that Allah got tired after
creating the Heavens, so He rested on the seventh
day. Inthebook of Genesis2: 2 it states:

“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and
all the host of them. And on the seventh day God
finished his work which he had done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all the work which he had done.
[ Gen.2:1-2]

In the Book of Exodus 31 :16-17 it states:

“Therefore the people of Israel shall keep the
Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their
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generations, as a perpetual covenant. It is a sign for
ever between me and the people of Israel that in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the
seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.”

Allah however rejects this absurd claim. He states
in the Qur an:

&iwqéh@gybjbjyljj' ool Lisl> 23] 9}
{92 0 lisso b 9 ebl
(38:9)

[And indeed We created the heavens and the earth
and all between them in six says and nothing of

fatigue touched Us]

[
Qur’an 50:38]

b: Ignorance:

The I sradlites described Allah in many parts of their
book as being ignorant. The story of Adam and Eve
after they had eaten from the forbidden tree is one
such case. In the Book of Genesis 3: 8-12, they
claim:

“And thy heard the sound of the Lord God walking in
the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his
wife hid themsel ves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God
called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
And he said, “I heard the sound of thee in the garden,
and | was afraid because | was naked; and | hid
myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were
naked” Have you eaten from the tree of which |
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commanded thee not to eat?” The man said, “The
woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me
thefruit of thetree, and | ate.” [Genesis 3: 8-12]

From this dialogue, it can be seen that Allah did not
know that Adam had eaten from the tree. He also
did not see him when he ate from it. In fact, He did
not even know his whereabouts when he hid in
Paradise!!!

Can anyone who knows Allah, believe that He, who
knows, hears and sees all things, however
insignificant they might be, would not be aware of
Adams plight, to the extent stated here by the
Israelites.  Without a doubt, this is from the
alterations of the Israelites themselves. If we
compare this account, to Allah swordsin the Quran,
we will not only find a marked difference between
the two accounts, but also what they imply as well,
(i.e. that it was Eve who was responsible for Adam’s
disobedience.) Allah states:

> o WSS ainl elz99 ol Sl 07 9 }

oo lagic s 49 bo lag) sau ollanid| lag) Jugwed
V] 6 ,2idl 018 e 1Sy laSlei Lo JI59 lagilcguw
logawls 9 .oy o LigSs ol ouSlo LigSs s |
65 lald 49,8, ldYas . uxolil ool S il
logde olaas, lisby lagilcow lo) oy 6 il
loSli ¢ aSgil @)l logi) Ladslig dinll 5 49 o
wuo 926 oSt pllawidl 5 [ bt S8 9 6zl
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o>, 9 W ,895 o) i lo luwsil lalb Ly, YIS
23-19:5 LeWl { B po (i S

“And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise,
and eat thereof as you both wish, but approach not
this tree otherwise you both will be of the wrong-
doers.

Then Satan whispered suggestions to them both, in
order to uncover that which was hidden from them of
their private parts (before); he said: “Your Lord did
not forbid for you this tree save you should become
angels or become of the immortals.”

And he (Satan) swore by Allah to them both (saying):
“Verily, | am one of the sincere well-wishers for you
both.”

S he misled them with deception. Then when they
tasted of the tree, that which was hidden from them of
their shame (private parts) became manifest to them
and they began to stick together |leaves of Paradise
over themselves (In order to cover their shame). And
their Lord called out to them (saying): Did | not
forbid you that tree and tell you: Verily Satan is an
open enemy unto you?” They said: “Our lord! We
have wronged ourselves. If you forgive us not, and
bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be
of thelosers.” [Qur’an:7:19-23]

This noble text reflects the perfect knowledge of
Allah. It showsthat Allah s knowledge encompasses

everything. Thus when Adam and his wife ate from
thetree, Allah called out to them saying:
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“Didn’t | forbid you both from eating from that
tree and Didn’t | tell you both that Satan is your
enemy.”

Neither did He ask Adam where He was, nor did He
ask him who told him that he was naked. In fact He
didnt even ask him if he had eaten from the tree, as
the | sraelites claimed he did.

The answer given by Adam, according the Qur ’anic
account also, is one befitting a noble prophet. He
immediately apologized and admitted his guilt in
eating from the tree. He then proceeds to ask Allah
to forgive him and to have mercy on him. Thisis
what is befitting of Adam, the righteous slave and
noble prophet, not what the | sraelites have claimed-
that he cast the blame on his wife and made her
solely responsible for the act.

Another example of their claim that Allah was

ignorant can be seen from their statement that they
had to put a sign for Allah so that He would know
them. They claim that before their exodus from
Egypt, Allah ordered them to stain the upper part of
the doorway and the two door posts with blood. The
reason for this, according to them, is:
“For the Lord will pass through to dlay the
Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel
and on the two door posts, the Lord will pass the door,
and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses
tod ay you. ” [Exodus 12:23]
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This is indeed false, for Allah knows the Seen and
the Unseen. Allah says about Himself:

i loawdl 8 6,5 Jlsio aic j=s Y wustdl pllc'}
SV STV 9. lls o ss0l Y9 w0 LY SV 9
(3: bw) { Lo LS

[...Allah, Heis the Knower of the unseen, not even the
weight of an atom ( or small ant) or less than that or
greater, escapes from His knowledge in the heavens

or the earth, but it is in a Clear Book.]
[ Qur’an 34:3]

c. Regret

The Israelites claim that Allah regretted of felt
remorse at His actions. In the book of Exodus 32
;14 it states:
“And God began to feel regret over the evil that he
had spoken of doing to his people.”

Allah, however has shown the falsehood of this
statement when he stated:

23: el { u_g.”.w.: oD 9 Jes, lac Il V}
( He cannot be questioned about His actions, while
they on the other hand, are questioned )

[Qur ’an 21:23]

He also stated:

7 ot { aS5les Vo) Loy aS Sumy bo S5 )

( Say (O Muhammad e to the disbelievers ). “My
Lord pays attention to you only because of your
invocation to Him.”
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[ Qur’an 25:77]

In any case, isnt it only those who are
inexperienced and ignorant of the results of their
actions who are regretful. Allah is free from this,
This fact is supported by what is stated in their own
book. In the book of Numbers 23:19, it states:

“God is not a man that he should tell lies. Neither a
son of mankind that he should feel regret.”

d: Crying

The Il sradlites claim that Allah cried and histears
flowed. In the book of Jeremiah we find:
“But if you will not listen, my soul will weep in secret
for your pride; my eyes will weep bitterly and run
down with tears; because the Lords flock has been
taken captive.” [Jer.13: 17]

In Jeremiah 14: 17 it states that Allah said to them:
“Let my eyes run down with tears night and day, and
let them not cease for the virgin daughter of my
people is smitten with a great wound with a very
grievous blow.”

Without a doubt, these are all false claims that the
| sraelites have attributed to Allah. They also reflect
the impertinence of the Israelites. Thisis in itself,
clear proof that the Israelites altered the words of
Allah and manipulated them according to their own
whims and fancies. They had no respect for Allah,
nor Hiswords nor His greatness.
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2: Their Ugly And Distasteful Descriptions Of The
Prophets Of Allah.

Anyone reading the Torah and its accompanying
books, would find that the Prophets of Allah, and
those entrusted with the responsibility to guide and
teach the people, do not enjoy the respect of being
described with the characteristics of the righteous
and the pious. Instead, we find in the Old
Testament, that they are associated with a number of
vile and ugly acts which would be shunned by even
the ordinary people. How then can these prophets,
whom Allah elevated and singled out for this great
mission- spreading his religion- not be examples in
kindness and piety for the righteous and the leaders?

The prophets, it must be agreed, are the best of
creation, due to their piety and the fact that Allah
chose them, attended to them, perfected them and
protected them from indecencies.  What the
|sraelites have attributed to them, however are
nothing but lies. This also proves conclusively that
they altered their book for their own sinister motives,
without paying any attention whatsoever to the
status of the prophets nor to the fact that Allah
made them perfect in character and person.

Here are some example of the alterations made by
the lsraelites through their defamation of their
prophets and their describing them with attributes
inconsistent with their status.

1) Noah
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The I sradlites claim that this prophet drank alcohol,
got drunk and lay naked in his tent. In Genesis 9:
20 - 21, wefind:

“Noah was the first tiller of the soil. He planted a
vineyard; and he drank of the wine, and became
drunk, and lay uncovered in his tent.”

Thisis the manner in which the | sraelites described
the first prophet to be sent by Allah to the
polytheists, Noah wu. A prophet who called them to
the worship of Allah alone for nine hundred and
fifty years. Allah says:

V] diw )i pgid culd a0gd _J| Ggi Lkl 14 9}
{vgallb 0 9 LBgh)l a5 bl (uwas
[ 14: 9sioll]

{And verily we sent Noah to his people and he stayed
among them a thousand years less fifty years, and the
Deluge overtook them while they were Zalimoon®™.} |

Qur ’an 29:14]

Allah strengthened the Israelites by making them
descendants of this pious servant of His, Noah u .
Allah says:

Sl Lid) $1D olilez9 LSl Luwgo Usl 9}
29 o lila> o dy3 WS 9> oo l9ii Vi
3:cLwyi{ 0500 e b5 @

{ And We gave Musa the Book and made it a guidance
for the Israelites (saying): Take other than Me as

% (wrong-doers, polytheists, disbelievers etc.)

83

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

(your) Wakeel ( Protector, Lord, or Disposer of your
affairs, etc.)

“O Offspring of those whom We carried (in the
ship)with Noah! \erily, he was a grateful slave.”

[Qur’anl7:3]

Thus Allah favored the Isra€lites, by giving them
lineage to this pious and grateful servant, Noah
(u). The Israelites however, described him with
the previously mentioned shortcomings, due to their
own evil designs and objectives. This is clear from
the rest of the story which they relate.

“And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness
of his father, and told his two brothers outside. Then
Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it upon both
their shoulders, and walked backward and covered
their father; their faces were turned away, and they
did not see their father 5 nakedness. When Noah
awoke from his wine and knew what his youngest son
had done to him, he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a slave
of slaves shall he beto his brothers.”

He also said, “Blessed by the Lord my God be Shem;
and let Canaan be his slave. God enlarge Japheth,
and let him dwell in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan
be hisdave.” [Gen. 9: 22-27]

It can be seen from the previous text that the
purpose of the | sraelites was to curse the Canaanites
who were the enemies of the Israelites. The plot is
clear, for it was Ham who saw his father’s
nakedness, according to the previous text. So why
then should he curse Canaan alone, when Ham had

84

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

other sons as well? In Genesis 10: 6 it states: “The
sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.”

The question is, why was Canaan alone cursed?
The answer to this is that this was the aim of the
| sraelites from the outset-to curse the Canaanites
who were their enemies- even if it meant inventing
lieson Allah and the prophet Noah (ur) .

2) The Prophet Lotuu

Another prophet about whom the | sraelites invented
lies, was Lot (utu). They accused him of an atrocity,
from which even the worst sinner would refrain.
The Israelites claimed that after Allah saved them
from the destruction of the two abominable cities,
Sodom and Gomorra, Lot committed incest with his
two daughters. They even claimed that the
daughters bore children from this incident. In
Genesis 19:30 -38, it states:

“Now Lot went up out of Zo’ar, and dwelt in the hills
with his two daughters, for he was afraid to dwell in
Zo’ar; so he dwelt in a cave with his two daughters.
And the first born said to the younger, “Our father is
old, and there is not a man on earth to come in to us
after the manner of all the earth. Come, let us make
our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that
we may preserve offspring through our father.” So
they made their father drink wine that night; and the
firstborn went in, and lay with her father; he did not
know when she lay down or when she arose. And on
the next day, the first-born said to the younger,
“Behold, | lay last night with my father; let us make
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him drink wine tonight also; then you go in and lie
with him, that we may preserve offspring through our
father.” So they made their father drink wine that
night also; and the younger arose, and lay with him;
and he did not know when she lay down or when she
arose. Thus both daughters of Lot were with child by
their father. The first-born bore a son, and called his
name Moab; he is the father of the Moabites to this
day. The younger also bore a son, and called his
name Ben-ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites to
thisday.”

Without a doubt, thisis a clear fabrication and false
accusation against this noble prophet and his pious
family. Allah mentioned to us that Lot and his
family were pious, even in the sight of their enemies.
Allah says:

byl U loz,31 )65 1 Y] ang$ ; lp> ol5 ad }
s6: Jasl{ 5 grglaiy wlil pgil 29 o

{There was no answer given by his people except that
they said: “Drive out the family of Lot from your city.
\erily, these are men who want to be clean and pure.

} [Qur ’an:27:56)

If however, we try to find the reason why the
| sraelites made up such aliein their book about Lot
(u), the prophet of Allah, we find that they
intended to slander their enemies the Moabites and
the Ammonites. This is why they claimed that the
elder daughter became pregnant through incest, and
gave birth to Mo’ab and that he is the father of the
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Moabites, and that the younger daughter became
pregnant and gave birth to Ben-Ammi, and heisthe
father of the Ammonites. Thisisthe reason why the
| sraelites lied on a prophet of Allah and stained his
character by accusing him of this atrocious act.
Thisisanother clear example of their alteration.

3: Jacob (11)

The Isradlites claimed that Jacob connived to take
away the prophesy and blessings (prophethood) of
his father, from his elder brother. They mention that
when |saac became old and lost his sight, he called
his eldest son Esau, and according to Jewish
tradition, the blessings of the father went to the
eldest son. So Isaac asked Esau to catch him a
young billy goat and cook it for him so that he may
bless him. Esau therefore went out to hunt as he
was ordered to do by his father. Jacob’s mother on
the other hand, loved the young Jacob very much
and wanted him to receive the blessings instead. So
she called him and ordered him to bring a billy goat
and to cook it, so that he would receive the blessings.
She also told him to put the skin of the goat over his
hands in an effort to deceive his blind father I1saac
into thinking that he was the eldest son Esau, who
was very hairy. By this trick, Isaac would bless
Jacob instead of Esau.

In the book of Genesisit states:
“And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying,
Behold, | heard thy father speak unto Esau thy
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brother, saying, ”Bring me venison , and make me
savory meat, that | may eat, and bless thee before the
LORD before my death.”

Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to
that which | command thee. Go now to the flock, and
fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and |
will make them savory meat for thy father, such as he
loveth: And thou shalt bring it to thy father , that he
may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death.
And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold , Esau
my brother is a hairy man, and | am a smooth man:
My father peradventure will feel me, and | shall seem
to him as a deceiver; and | shall bring a curse upon
me, and not a blessing. And his mother said unto him
, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice,
and go fetch me them. And he went, and fetched, and
brought them to his mother: and his mother made
savory meat and ,such as his father loved. And
Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau,
which were with her in the house, and put them upon
Jacob her younger son: And she put the skins of the
kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the
smooth of his neck: And she gave the savory meat
and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand
of her son Jacob. And he came unto his father, and
said, My father: and he said, Heream|; who art thou,
my son? And Jacob said unto his father , | am Esau
thy first born | have done according as thou badest
me: arise, | pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that
thy soul may bless me. And Isaac said unto his son,
How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son?
And he said, Because the LORD thy God brought it to
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me. And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, | pray
thee, that | may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my
very son Esau or not. And Jacob went near unto
Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice
Is Jacob 5 voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.
And he discerned him not, because his hands were
hairy, as his brother Esau’s hands. so he blessed him.
And he said , Art thou my very son Esau? And he said,
| am. And he said, Bring it near to me, and | will eat
of my son s venison, that my soul may blessthee. And
he brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he
brought him wine and he drank. And his father Isaac
said unto him, Come near now and kiss me, my son.
And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the
smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See,
the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the
LORD hath blessed: Therefore God give thee of the
dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and
plenty of corn and wine: Let people serve thee and
nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy brethren,
and let thy mother 5 sons bow down to thee: cursed be
every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that
blesseth thee. And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac
had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was
yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his
father, that Esau his brother came in fron his hunting.
And he also had made savory meat and brought it
unto his father and said unto his father, Let my father
arise, and eat of his sons venison, that thy soul may
blessme. And laaac his father said unto him, Who art
thou? And he said, | am thy son, thy first born Esau.
And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who?
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where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it
me, and | have eaten of all before thou camest, and
have blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed. And
when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with
a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his

father ,Bless me, even me also, O my father.”
[Gen. 27: 6-34]

So Jacab, through trickery, was successful in
gaining the blessing of hisfather. When his brother
returned, there was nothing else for him to do except
weep and wail because he lost the opportunity to
gain the blessings of hisfather.

By this, we have seen once again, that the | sraelites

attempted to stain the character of their father Jacob
by claiming that he lied repeatedly, impersonated his
brother and took away what was rightfully his by
means of trickery. They also slander their forefather
| saac, by claiming that he was so ignorant- even to
the point of stupidity and senility, that he could not
differentiate between his two sons. Even for the
lowest of peoples, this is far-fetched much less for a
prophet of Allah- Isaac (xu). These too, are not
descriptions befitting the prophets of Allah.
Another important point must be mentioned here.
Prophesy- which was what was meant by “blessing
of hisfather,” was not in the hands of Isaac, nor isit
in the hands of any other prophet. Thisis a matter
solely for Allah. He gives it to whomsoever he
pleases. Allah states:

il o oy e Lall 1o s V) 15 9)
23u8,3{ by da> ) Geous, oDl adnc
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{And they say: Why isnt this Qur ’an sent down to
some great man of the two towns (Makkah and Taif).
Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of your

Lord?..” } [Quran 43: 31-32]

In another verse Allah says:
bo Jio 65 > asi o )0 &l pgicl> 3] 9 }
124:ples¥ { aillaw ) Jozs > alel alll alll fuwy 51

{And when there comes to them a sign (from Allah)
they say: “We shall not believe until we receive the
like of that which the Messengers of Allah had
received.” Allah knows best with whom to place His

M essage.} [Quran: 6:124]

The deceit and trickery of the Isra€lites is vividly
apparent in the previous story. For if we look at the
story of Isma’il and Isaac, the sons of Abraham, we
find that the I sraelites have conveniently hidden the
issue of the first-born receiving the blessing of the
father, and have instead stated that the blessings-
prophesy- were given to Isaac, even though Isma’il
was the first born. They claim that this is because
I sma’il was the son of a slave woman.

In Genesis 25:5 it states:

“Later on Abraham gave everything he had to Isaac,
but to the sons of the concubines that Abraham had
Abraham gave gifts. Then he sent them away from
Isaac his son, while he was still alive, eastward to the
land of the East.”
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When it was the turn of Esau and Jacob however,
they made up the story so that they might explain
why Jacob got the blessings instead of the first-born,
Esau. In addition, we do not find this practice of the
blessing being given to the first-born, beng
implemented anywhere else after this among their
prophets. Even when Jacob, at the time of his death,
blessed his son, he gave the greatest blessings to
Joseph, even though he was the smallest of Jacob’s
children save his younger full brother, Benjamin.
Jacob also blessed Joseph’*s two sons, Maus and
Ephraim. While Maus was the elder, Jacob gave
the more important blessing to the younger son
Ephraim, for he placed his right hand on him. In
Genesis48: 13, it states:

“Joseph now took the two of them, Ephraim by his
right hand to Israel 5 left and Manasseh by his left
hand to Israel 5 right, and brought them close to him.
however Israel put out hisright hand and placed it on
Ephraims head, although he was the younger, and his
left hand upon Manassehs head. He purposely laid
his hand so, since Manas seh was the first born.”

[Genesis48: 13-14]

This therefore, is nothing but a fabrication on the
part of the |sraelites against the prophets of Allah,
| saac and Jacob.

4: Aaron (11)
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The I sra€lites claimed that Aaron was the one who
made the (golden) calf and invited them to worship
it. Inthe Book of Exodus 32:1-4, we find:
“Meanwnhile the people got to see that Moses was
taking a long time about coming down from the
mountain. So the people congregated themselves
about Aaron and said to him: “Get up, make for us a
god who will go ahead of us, because as regards this
Moses, the man who led us up out of the land of
Egypt, we certainly do not know what has happened
to him.” At this Aaron said to them: “Tear off the
gold earings that are in the ears of your wives, of
your sons and your daughters and bring themto me.”
And all the people began tearing off the gold earings
that were in their ears and bringing them to Aaron.
Then he took [ the gold] from their hands and he
formed it with a graving tool and proceeded to make
it into a molten statue of a calf. And they began to
say. “Thisisyour God, O Israel, who led you up out
of the land of Egypt....” [Exodus 32 :1-4]

Isit at all sensible to think that a prophet, sent to
call his people to the worship of Allah alone, would
make a calf and then invite his people to worship
it?!

Allah however, made it clear that is was the
Samaritan who made the calf. He says:

{ srolwdl pglol 9 Jag, po clog9 L9 Lo JUO }
85:ab

( He (Allah) said: “\erily! We have tried your people
in your absence, and the Samaritan has led them
astray.) [Qur "an 20: 5]
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Aaron, on the other hand, fulfilled his responsibility
in trying to prevent them from worshipping the calf.
Allah states:

% i L] 95 L S o 5 518 gl SIS 249}
s0.ab { S0l loobol 9 igeild o> Jl p5, 5 19
{And Aaron indeed has said to them beforehand: “O
my people! You are being tried in this, and verily,
your Lord is (Allah) the Most Beneficient, so follow
me and obey my order}

[Qur ’an 20:90]

They however refused to obey his commands but
instead said to him, as Allah informs us in the
Qur ’an:
{ (oo b @200 > cusSle ade 250 o) 19J9 )
Ol:ab
“We will not stop worshipping it (i.e. the calf) until

Moses returns to us.”
[Qur’an 20: :91]

5:David (1)

The Israelites claim that the prophet David
committed adultery with the wife of one of his
soldiers and she became pregnant. He then caused
the death of her husband by sending him to the
front-line in battle. After the death of the husband,
David married the woman. The child she was
carrying died, but she became pregnant again by
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David and gave birth to the prophet Solomon. In 2
Samuel 11:1-26 .we find:

“.....And it came about at the time of the evening that
David proceeded to rise from his bed and walk on the
rooftop of the kings house; and from the rooftop he
caught sight of a woman bathing herself, and the
woman was very good in appearance. Then David
sent and inquired about the woman and someone
said: “Is this not Bath-she’ba the daughter of Eli 'am
the wife of Uriah the Hittite. After that David sent
Messenger s that he might take her. So she camein to
him and he lay down with her while she was
sanctifying her-self from her uncleanliness. Later she
returned to her house.

And the woman became pregnant. Consequently she

sent and told David and said: “l am
pregnant.”................ And it came about in the
morning that David proceeded to write a letter to
Jo’ab and send it by the hand of Uriah. So he wrote
in the letter saying:
“Put Uriah in the front of the heaviest battle charges,
and you men must retreat from behind him, and he
must be struck down and die......... And the wife of
Uriah got to her that Uriah her husband had died,
and he began to wail over her owner. When the
mourning period was past, David immediately sent
and took her home to his house and she became his
wife.

In Second Samuel 12:24 it states: “And David began

to comfort Bath-she’ba his wife. Further, he came in
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to her and lay down with her. In time she bore a son,
and his name came to be called Solomon.”

6: Solomon (U)

The Israelites claimed that Solomon married
pagan women, who worshipped idols. They claim
that he worshipped idols with them, and built
temples for the worship of these idols. In the Book
of 1Kings1l: 1-19 wefind:

“And King Solomon loved many foreign wives along
with the daughter Pharaoh, Mo’abite, Ammonite,
Edomite Sdonian and Hittite women from the nations
of whom god had said to the sons of Israel: You must
not go in among them, and they themselves should not
come in among you, truly they will incline your heart
to follow their gods.”

It was to them that Solomon clung to love them............
And it came about in the time of Solomons growing
old that his wives themselves had inclined his heart to
follow other gods; and his heart did not prove to be
complete with the Lord his God like the heart of
David his father.

And Solomon began going to Ashtoreth the goddess
of the Sdonians and after Milcom the disgusting
thing of the Ammonites.

..It was then that Solomon proceeded to build a high
place to Che’mosh the disgusting thing of Mo’ab on
the mountain that was in front of Jerusalem, and to
Mo’lech the disgusting thing of the sons of Am’mon.
And that was the way he did for all his foreign wives
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who were making sacrificial smoke and sacrificing to
their gods. .....”

These, without a doubt, are all fabrications against
the prophets of Allah. Thistoo, is a clear indication
that the | sraelites tampered with the books that were
revealed to them, and changed them according to
their whims and fancies.

The question however, is why. Why did the

| sraelites defame their prophets, to whom they owed
so much, after Allah, for the worldly benefits and
power they attained?
Thisisindeed a very complex question. These books
however, were altered over a long period of time, and
we cannot pin-point or single out any particular
person or group of persons responsible for making
these alterations, nor the time of their alteration. We
can however, only formulate a theory based on what
was mentioned in their books. The | sraelites strayed
dangerously far away from their religion, especially
before the time of the capture. In fact, they
abandoned their religion and started worshipping
idols. About which we are certain, is that much of
the alteration of their books took place during this
period. This was a period, as we have seen, when
people did not hesitate to lie on Allah or His
prophets. They even went so far as to write entire
books and attribute them to one of the prophets, as
was the case with the books of Moses. The later
generation either did not have the courage to
scrutinize these texts or their criteria was distorted
due to the alteration that occurred before.
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Muslims have always had original texts; the Qur ’an
and the traditions of the prophet(e). By these, they
can weigh all aspects of their religion against what
is said or believed, in order to see how far they
congrue or disagree with them. The Isra€lites and
the Christians however, do not have such.

Still however, the question remains to be answered.
Why did these people alter the words of Allah and
were determined to slander their prophets?

In my opinion these people wanted to justify their
own acts of indecency and their own deviation. So
they accused their prophets of many atrocities so
that if someone tries to admonish them, they would
lie and say- so and so prophet did such and such.
This is in addition to the motives mentioned before
in the case of Noah and Lot (wu). Allah describes
them perfectly in thefollowing verse:

[i® ¢9)eé, a5 r“@-'-bb Sl CouSs pl g9 }
cuiS lao ag) fi99 M met;[g_,.uw./aﬂ/x_cup
(796,80 { oSS loo ag) 99 ,ae._,.y/

{ Then woe to those who write the Book with their own
hands and then say, “Thisis from Allah,” to purchase
with it a little price! Woe to them for what their hands
have written and woe to them for what they earn

ther eby.} [Quran 2:79]
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3: The Differences in the Number of Books
found in the Old Testament.

It is common knowledge that the Israelites and
Christians have three versions of the Old Testament
and Torah all translations virtually were made from
these sources.

1) The Hebrew version: This is accepted by the
| sraelites and the general Protestant clergy. This
copy was taken from the Masuri version and what
was translated of it.

2) The Greek version. This is the book recognized
by the Catholics and Orthodox Christians. This
and its translations were taken from the version
referredto asthe 70%s

3) The Samaritan version: This is recognized only
by the Samaritan | sraelites.

If we were to compare these three versions, we find
that the amount of books contained by each of them
differs greatly. The Hebrew version has 39 books
while the Greek version has 46 - a difference of
some seven books. These additional books are
considered canonical by the Catholic and Orthodox
Christians. The Samaritan version only containsthe
five Books of Moses and perhaps the Book of
Joshua. All other books are not considered to be
canonical by them.
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This is a big difference among these copies of the
same book. Each of these groups claims that their
Book isthe true revealed Book from Allah and that
anything other than it is false. None of them
however, can present any evidence to support the
claimsthat they make.

This in itsdlf, is proof that these people tampered
with their book and that they were passed on to later
generations who did not or could not check it%s
accuracy or authenticity.

This may also prove that the later generations
received so many diversified copies of the same
book, that they incorporated what they thought was
suitable and important and removed what they
believed was unsuitable and insignificant. Thiswas
done without them having any other valid criteria to
add or take away as they did.

4) The Differences In The Information Found In
These \ersions:

If we compare the different versions of these books
to see how far their stories corroborate with each
other, we find that in too many instances, they do not
corroborate at all.

1. The I sraelites mentioned the history of the sons of
Adam up until Noah (xu). They also list all their
ages and the age of each of them when he had his
first child.

In comparing what the three different versions give
asto the ages of each of them when he had hisfirst
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child however, we find many differences. This is
clearly shown in the table below.

Name Hebrew | Samarit | Greek
an
Adam 130 130 230
Seth 105 105 205
Enosh 90 90 190
Kenan 70 70 170
Jared 162 62 262
Methuselah 187 67 187
The time between the| 1656 1307 2262
creation of Adam to the
Flood

These examples show how the | sraelites altered the
words of Allah, if what was mentioned were in fact
the words of Allah - for there is no way to verify
these varying reports.

5 Comparing the versions of the Same Sory

A)In the Book of Genesis, it states that Noah s Ark
came to rest on Mount Ararat, seven months and
seventeen days after the flood. This is later
contradicted when it states that the mountain peaks
did not appear until ten months after the flood. The
text of Genesis 8:4 isasfollows:

“And in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of
the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of
Ararat. And the waters kept on progressively
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lessening until the tenth month. In the tenth month,
on the first of the month, the tops f the mountains
appeared.” [Gen:-8:4]

How then can the Ark rest on the mount seven
months later when the peaks were only visible some
ten months after the flood?

B)The I sraelites mentioned that Allah ordered Noah
to put pairs of animals (male and female) into the
Ark.

“And of every living creature of every sort of flesh,
two of each you will bring into the ark to preserve
them alive with you. Male and female they will be.
Of the flying creatures according to their kinds, and
of the domestic animals according to their kinds, of
all moving animals of the ground according to their
kind.” Gen. 6:19-20)

Immediately after this a contradiction appears in
that they state that Allah ordered him to put the
animals in sevens male and females- except unclean
animals which hewasto put in pairs.

“Of every clean beast, you must take to yourself by
sevens, the sire and its mate, and of every beast that is
not clean just two, the sire and its mate; also of the
flying creatures of the heavens by sevens, male and
female to preserve offspring alive on the surface of
the entire earth., (Gen7: 2-3)

C) In Exodus 24:9, the Israelites claim that Moses,
Aaron and the elders of | srael saw (God) Allah.
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“And Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and
seventy of the older men of Israel proceeded to go up,
and they got to see the God of Israel. And under his
feet there was what seemed like a work of sapphire
flagstones and like the very heavens of purity. And he
did not put out his hand against the distinguished men
of the sons of Israel, but they got a vision of the [trug]

God and ate and drank.”
[4:12-16]

In the Book of Deuteronomy 4:12 however, they
claim that (God) Allah, in an effort to strengthen
Moses and the | sra€lites, said to him:

“And God began to speak to you out of the middle of
the fire the sound of the words was what you were
hearing, but no form were you seeing- nothing but a
voice....and you must take care of your souls because
you did not see any form on the day of God 5 speaking
to you in Horeb out of the middle of the fire. that you
my not act ruinously and may not really make for
yourselves a carved image, the form of any symbol,
the representation of male or female........ ”

Thus this text says that they did not see Allah. This
isthetruth for they did not see Allah. Thisisa clear
contradiction in their speech.

D) In the Book of Exodus 33:11, the I sra€lites state
about the way in which God spoke to Moses.

“And God spoke to Moses face to face, just as a man
would speak to hisfellow.”
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I n this verse they claim the conversation by a face to
face meeting which suggests that Moses saw Allah.
In another verse however, they say that Allah said
the following words to Moses when he asked to see

Him.
“You are not able to see my face because no man may
see me and yet live”

[Exodus 33:20]

This verse therefore clearly contradicts the previous
one, for it statesin no uncertain terms, that no one,
not Moses nor anyone else, is ableto see His face.
Here again is proof of the alterations made by the
| sraelites.

The truth of the matter is that Moses did not see
Allah . This is mentioned in the Qur’an in the
following way: -

il s 5 JB 4y aalsy lilén ugo cl> la) 9 }
A8 Sl | il oSJ9 il o S eld] al
Jxl 4y Az lald il Swd aillo diwl
1435 LVl { B0 wgo 3 9 5D ale>
“And when Moses came to the time and place
appointed by Us, and his Lord spoke to him, he said:
“O my Lord! Show me (Yourself) that | may ook upon
you.” Allah said: “You cannot see Me, but ook upon
the mountain, if it stands in its place then you shall
see Me.” S0 when his Lord appeared to the
mountain, He made it collapse to dust, and Moses fell
unconscious.”

[Qur’an 7:143]
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E)The Israelites mention that Allah said to
Abraham:
“And he went on to say: “Take please your son your
only son whom you so love, Isaac, and make a trip to
the land of Moriah and there offer him up as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains that | shall designate
toyou” [Gen. 22:2]

No doubt thisis an error, for Isaac, at no time, was
the only son of Abraham. In fact, the only one who
was, at one time, the only son of Abraham, was
Isma’il, his first-born. The Israelites plainly state
that Isma’l was born before Isaac. He was
circumcised at the age of thirteen and at that time
| saac was not yet born. In Gen. 17: 25t states:

“And Isma’il his son was thirteen years old when he
had the flesh of his foreskin circumcised.”

They further mention, that the angels gave tidings to
Abraham of the birth of Isaac. This occurred while
Abraham entertained these angels who were on their
way to destroy the people of the cities of Sodom and
Gomorra. It is apparent that the Israelites were
jealous of the great status of the father of the Arabs,
Isma’il, and so they changed the words of Allah.
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6: Additions

There are many statements in the Torah that can in
no way be attributed to Moses. Among these
statements are the following:

A) This book, from beginning to end, is filled with
statementsin the third person: “And thelord said to
Moses” and “And Moses said to the Lord” “And
Moses said to the Lord.” These statements indicate
that it is reported speech. This means that it is not
the direct speech of Moses nor that of Allah.

B) In Genesis 36:31 it states: “Now these are the
kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any
king reigned over the sons of Israel.”

This statement could not have been uttered by Moses
because the kings of the Israelites came long after
the time of Moses.

C) In Deuteronomy at the end of verse 34: 5-7, we

find that both the death of Moses and his burial
are reported.
“After that Moses the servant of God, died there in
the land of Mo’ab at the order of God. And he
proceeded to bury him in the valley in the land of
Mo’ab in front of Beth-pe’or, and nobody has come
to know his grave down to this day. And Moses was
a hundred and twenty years old at his death.”

How can the author of a Book write about his own
death and burial and that no one knows his grave
site even to the day the statement was written? This
is a clear indication that the | sraelites added to their
Books.
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Just some of what was mentioned here, is enough
for any intelligent person to see that the Israelites
did not safeguard the words of Allah and His Books.
| nstead they lost them, changed their meanings and

altered their words. They also added and deleted as
it suited their whims and fancies.
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il hapter Three
-

The New Testament

After we have examined what the Christians refer
to as the Old Testament, we will now complete our
study, by looking at what they call the New
Testament.

The New Testament is comprised of four Gospels
and a number of adjoining letters. The Books,
together with the Old Testament is what the
Christians refer to as the Holy Bible. According to
Christian belief, the Laws of Moses, found in the
Old Testament, were abrogated by the New
Testament. As we shall see from the letters of Paul,
the Christians disregarded these laws. They still
however consider the Old Testament to be sacred,
and from it they gather knowledge about the
creation of the Heavens and Earth, as well as the
story of Adam and the other prophets. Many of their
supplications are taken from the Old Testament,
especially from the Psalms.

The New Testament is essentially for the Christians
only. It contains the message of Christ, his history,
something of the history and message of the
Disciples and other religious letters.
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The New Testament is made up of four Gospels, Acts
of the Apostles and twenty-two letters. Here is the
order in which they occur in the New Testament.

1 | The  Gospel of |2 | The Gospel of
Matthew Mark

3 | TheGosped of Luke |4 |The Gospe of

John

5 |Actsof theApostles |6 | Romans

7 | 1Corinthians 8 |2 Corinthians

9 | Galatians 10 | Ephesians

11 | Phillippians 12 | Colossians

13 | 1 Thessalonians 14 | 2 Thessalonians

15 | Timothy 16 | 2 Timothy

17 | Titus 18 | Philemon

19 | Hebrews 20 | James

21 | | Peter 22 | 2 Peter

23 | 1 John 24 | 2 John

25 | 3John 26 | Jude

27 | Revelation

In this brief study, we will discuss the state of the
Gospels and these letters with regards to ther
authenticity and the authenticity of their attribution
to their respective writers. We will also discuss
whether they can be considered holy books or not.

1) The Four Gospels: Chain of Authorities and
History.
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a) Meaning of the word “Gospel” According to
Islam:

The Gospel refersto the book that Allah revealed to
Jesus (I sa), as guide and light to his people.
Allah states:

W&Wﬂﬁw/ﬂ%ﬂ-@wulﬁ L399 }
2959 A2 ad JxiVl olisl 9 81,9ill o Wt
dlrcgo9 1D 9 61,90 o a4y w lo) Baasy
46 :sxtal { opuoiall

“And in their footsteps, We sent Jesus son of Mary,
confirming the Torah that had come before him, and
We gave him the Gospel, in which was guidance and
light and confirmation of the Torah that had come

before it, a guidance and an admonition for the

pl ous.” [Qur’an
5:46]

Jesus, in his message, called on the Isra€lites to
adhere to the Gospel and to believe in it. In the
Gospel of Mark 1:14, we find:

“Now after John was put under arrest, Jesus went
into Galilee preaching the Gospel of God and saying:
“The appointed time has been fulfilled and the
kingdom of God has drawn near. Be repentant, you
people and have faith in the Gospel.”

Mention of the Gospel, was also made by the early
Christians. They also invited others to believe in it.
In the Acts of the Apostles 8:25, it states that Peter
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and John invited the Jewish Samaritansto believe in
this Book.

“Therefore when they had given the witness
thoroughly and had spoken the word of God, they
turned back to Jerusalem, and they went declaring the
Gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.”

Paul, in hisletters also mentions the Gospel. In his
first letter to the Thessalonians he says:
“To be sure you yourselves know, brothers, how our
visit to you has not been without results, but how,
after we had first suffered and been insolently treated
(just as you know) in Philippi we mustered up
boldness by means of our God to speak to you the
Gospel of God with a great deal of struggling. For the
exhortation we give does not arise fromerror or from
uncleanness or with deceit, but just as we have been
proved by God as fit to be entrusted with the Gospel
so we speak......[He then adds] ... Certainly you bear
in mind brothers, our labor and toil. It was with
working night and day, so as not to put an expensive
burden upon anyone of you that we preached the
GOSpel to yOU.26 [ 1Thessalonians 2:2-9]

The Gospel was therefore a known book among the
early Christians as the Gospel of Allah or the Gospel
of Christ. This Gospel, however, is not to be found
among the Christianstoday. Whereisit?

It is for the Christians to either answer this question
or admit that this Gospel was lost at a very early

26 seealso Romans 1:1, 9and 16 seealso 1Timothy 1:11
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stage of their history. The latter is the more likely
conclusion. Allah says:

lowid pgSlio Uisl , jlai U 61 il 09 }
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“And from those who call themselves Christians, We
took their covenant, but they have abandoned a good
part of the Message that was sent to them. so we
planted amongst them enmity and hatred till the Day
of Resurrection and Allah will inform them of what
they used to do.” [Qur’an

5:14]

The Christians now have four Gospels instead of

one. None of these however, have been attributed to
Christ. Instead they are attributed to Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John. Two of these, Matthew and
John, are considered by Christians to have been
Disciples. Mark on the other hand was a student of
Peter, and the other, Luke, was, according to the
Christians, a student of Paul.
These Gospels contain the history of Jesus. They tell
about his birth, travels, preaching, his end on the
cross, his resurrection and ascension to heaven. In
addition, the Gospels contain the admonitions and
sermons of Christ, as well as his debates with the
Israelites. The miracles performed by Christ to
prove the truthfulness of his claim that he was sent
by Allah, are also recorded in the Gospels. These
therefore, take on the form of biographies more than
anything else.
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The Gospels however, are plagued with numerous
contradictions. Some of these are so fundamental,
that it is impossible to see how these statements
could be congruent, aswe will later point out.

Anyone reading these four Gospels, can easily see
that all its sermons, admonitions, debates and
preachings were centered around the two
fundamental principles, which were the main
features of Christ’s message:

1) The call to repentance and to the adherence to the
spirit of the Mosaic law.

2) Glad tidings about the nearness of the
establishment of the kingdom of Allah, in which
there was to be justice and equality.”’

A General History Of The Four Gospels.

Before we examine the four Gospels of the
Chrigtians, it must be explained that all religious
books enjoy a very esteemed place in the hearts of
their respective followers. These books play a
crucial role in the lives of individuals, for they
looked to them for the clear path to happiness, in
thislife and success in the hereafter.

It is vital therefore, that the authenticity of these
books be established. It is important that these
books are successfully traced to their rightful
owners- the prophets who were sent by Allah with
His message. If this cannot be established, then the

%" Al-Masihiyah, Nashatuhu Wa Tatawwuruhu (Christianity, Its emergence
and Development) p.49
Tahtawi Moh. Ezat ( Annasraniyah Wal |slam) (Christianity and Islam) p.14
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value of the book is lost, for it isliable to have been
altered at the hands of people who wish to fulfill
their personal ambitions. It is also subject to
change, due to human deficiencies like
forgetfulness, erroneous interpretation and
ignorance.

An authentic unbroken chain of trustworthy,
knowledgeable narrators or transmitters, is the only
way for such a book to reach the people, intact and
unaltered. From such a book the people may learn
the truth. The books of the hadeeth traditions of the
Prophet Muhammad (e) for example, record his
saying, actions and tacit approvals. One would
appreciate the great effort made by the scholars to
preserve these hadeeths intact and authentic. A
Muslim in the fifteenth century (H) can therefore
know whether a hadeeth is authentic or not.

If we look at the link between the Christians and the
four Gospels, we notice that only two of the Gospels
are attributed to Disciples. These are the Gospels of
Matthew and John. The Gospel of Mark is
attributed to a student of Peter, while Luke was a
student of Paul, (the Jew). Even with this
attribution thereisno chain of narrators.

The letters of Paul, the other letters and the Acts of
Apostles, make absolutely no mention of these four
Gospels. This shows that these books were not
known nor did anyone read them. This is also a
strong indication that the emergence and spread of
these letters occurred before these Gospels were
written. The opposite can be seen with regards to
the Gospel of Jesus. This Gospel was mentioned
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several times by Paul in his speeches. It was also
mentioned in the Gospel of Mark and in the Acts of
the Apostles. This shows that it was known and
present among the people.

The Christians have tried to establish a link with
these books or to find some mention of them in the
speech of the early Christians which might indicate
that they were written some time in the last quarter
of the first century. These attempts, however, have
failed miserably, leaving them no alternative but to
admit that these books were not known until many
years after the death of their alleged authors.

Attributing these books to these authors therefore,
iIs not based on the dlightest of evidence. The
following is what the Christians themselves had to
say on thisissue:

Fuhaim Azz a priest and professor at the
Theological Gospel Collegein Cairo, said:

“The canonization®® of the books of the New
Testament was not completed all at once and a
generation or two was not sufficient. In fact the
process continued for a long time and the churches
did not take a united stand regarding the different
books. Instead they had conflicting opinions
regarding certain books and this continued for a
long period. It is necessary therefore to trace this

% The priest Professor Fuhaim Aziz mentioned that canon means the book
that is recognized by the Church. Thus the canonization of the New
Testament isits acceptance by the Church.
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link in the history of the canonization of the books
of the New Testament.”

The First Church:

(The Fiftieth Day)*® 100 CE

It is well known that in this period there was no book called the New
Testament.** The Church however did not exist without spiritual guidance
material upon which they could base their activities, such as admonishing,
teachings, education and character building.

To this end, there were three sources: The Old
Testament, Christ, the Apostles”*

Fuhaim Azz then continued:
“Secondly (100-170) The appearance of the canonized
books of the New Testament.

Thefirst set of books of the New Testament to be
recognized by the Church was the set of Paul’s
letters. These were the first books of the New
testament to be collected and Paul wrote his letters

% Al-Madkhal ila Al-Ahd Al-Jadeed ( The Introduction to The New
Testament) Aziz, Fuhaim

30"The Fiftieth Day” is one of the Jewish festivals. The Christians claim
that the Holy spirit possessed the Disciples on the fiftieth day after the
Ascension of the Messiah, and they began speaking in different tongues.
The Christians have made this day a day of celebration and the call it the
Day of Pentecost (Whitsuntide)

*\What is meant here is that by the end of the first centuryCE there was
nothing known as the New Testament. That is to say, the Gospels and the
other books were unheard of at that time and they were written and
collected at some later period.

% Aziz, Fuhaim op.cit
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to churches and individuals for personal reasons
and in specific situations ..”

He continued:

“As for the second set, they are the four Gospels.
This set came about after the set of Paul. Even
though the New Testament has traditionally been
considered to be a holy Book, on par with the Old
Testament, it is not known when this status was
attained. The many quotations found in the
writings and testimonies of the church however,
shed some light on the important facts about the
Christian era. Anyone studying this period would
notice:

1) Paul made no mention of the written Gospél in
hiswritings nor did he mention any book about the
life and sayings of Christ.”

This author then mentions several points. In some of these he mentions
the quotations of the early Christians. What is mentioned in some of them,
coincides with what was mentioned in some of the Gospels. No mention
however, was made of the Gospels by name. The most important points he
made however, were his seventh and eighth, in which he states:

"7. As for Justin, the martyr, he was a Greek
Samaritan who converted to Christianity. He
studied in Rome and was killed in 165 CE. One
can gather from his writings however, that he
knew the Four Gospels all together, even though he
did not lift the vell of ignorance asto who or where
they were collected. In his debates with the
pagans, he refers to the Gospels as memoirs.
When he wrote to the Christians however, he
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referred to the Apostles as, " The ones who wrote
their memoirs of everything that was associated
with Christ."

He refers to them in another place as " memoirs
that the Apostles made and are called Gospels.”

"8) The last witness is Diyatusan written by
Titus.®

Titus wanted to combine in it the four Gospels to
make one. He also added a few words of Christ
not found in these Gospels. These weretaken from
the other books that were not canonized. In this
way Titus gives testimony to the presence of all
four Gospels. His additional words however, were
merely quotations and do not prove that he
thought there were other books competing with the
Gospels for supremacy and holiness.”**

After presenting the words of this priest - a person
of in-depth knowledge of the New Testament- we are
now going to present the words of a group of
Christian specialists on the Gospels. This
information is taken form the book, “The
Introduction to the Gospel”*®. In reference to the

33 See footnote #3 on page 124 of the original text

¥ Here the priest contradicts himself. He mentioned previously that it was
not known when these books were first considered canon. Here however, he
claims that Titus considered these Four Gospels to be holy and that no
other book competed with them for this status. Thisisa clear contradiction.
% Aziz, Fuhaim op. Cit p.146-152

36This is not the book mentioned before. It has a similar name. What is
meant by here by “The Introduction to the New Testament” is the
introduction that the Christians sometimes place at the beginning of their
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history and canonization of The New Testament
these experts stated:

"A trend of thought dominated the early
Christians, and was orally transmitted by word of
mouth. Thiswas the announcement that the world
was to end soon and the quick return of Jesus to
the earth to convict the people. Among the results
of this belief was the stopping of all Christian
writings dealing with information about Christ
and histeachings. They delayed the writing-down
of the Gospels, as the oldest one- the Gospel of
Mark, who was never a student of Christ- was not
written until decades later. They believed in the
ending of the world and the imminent return of
Christ to the earth before his messengers were
finished preaching in the cities of the Isradlites.
This was an act which would not have taken more
than a couple of months or yearsat most...

"But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into
another: for verily | say unto you, Ye shall not have
gone over the cities of Isradl, till the Son of Man be
come.” [Matt. 10:23]

holy book to provide some information about it. This information is taken
from the introduction to the New Testament of the Catholics which is called
“The New Testament, Dar Al-Mashriq publications-Beriut1985-the tenth
edition authorized by: Paul Passim”

| have quoted the text from the valuable book “Differences in the
Trandations of the Bible” by Retired Gen. Ahmad Abdul Wahab.

119

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

This was to occur before the death of those who
stood before him listening to his teachings and
admonitions. This is a period which can be
estimated without error to be about 50 years at most.
“Merily | say unto you, There be some standing here,
which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of

man coming in his kingdom.”
[Matt :16:28]

“And he returns a second time to the earth before
the generation of his contemporaries passes away.
This is a period which in our estimation does not
exceed 50 years..”

“Truly | say to you that this generation will by no

means pass away until all these things be fulfilled”
[Matt:24: 24.]

It iswell known that none of this happened, for the
world is still standing and the human beings will
continue to live in their world until Allah wills.
When the enthusiasm about this idea of the quick
return of Christ to the Earth died away, the need for
writing down his memoirs and teachings became
apparent. This then formed the impetus to write the
books.

What came about as a result of this, came to be
known as the New Testament. These books were
only recognized in phases over a period of some
three hundred years.

Just as the Arabic word meaning “pillar” can also
be used figuratively to mean a pillar of character, or
pillar of faith, so too can the Greek word “Canon.”
This word was used here to mean “an official list of
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the books considered by the Church to be necessary
to life and faith.” It did not take on this meaning
however, until the fourth century- during the time
when the highest religious authority for the first
generation Christians, stemmed from two main
Sources:

1) The first was the Old Testament. The early
Christian writers referred to approximately all parts
of it astherevelation of God.

2) As for the other source which grew rapidly, they
agreed to call it " The Lord" .*

But while the Old Testament was made up of written
material, the sayings of " The Lord" and what the
Apostles were preaching, were transmitted orally by
those who had memorized it, a long time before.
The early Christians however, did not realize the
need for writing the most important aspects of the
teachings of the Apostles, nor the need to memorize
what they wrote down, until after the death of the
last Apostle.

It seems as though the Christians, up until 150 CE,
gradually became complacent, to the extent that only
a few realized the need to produce a new set of Holy
Scriptures. Most likely, they started with the letters
of Paul, which they used for their church activities,
They did not intend at all to write an appendix to the
Holy book. I n fact, they used to claim that the events
charted their course, for the documents of Paul were
already written while the Gospel tradition were still

%j.e. Christ or hissayings.
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mostly transmitted by word of mouth of those who
memorized them.
The status of the Gospels is not clearly seen during
this long period, as opposed to that of the letters of
Paul.
True enough, the writings of the early Christians
were not void of exerpts from the Gospels or
references to them. It is difficult though, to
ascertain whether these exerpts were taken from
written sources which they had with them, or
whether they were satisfied to use portions which
they remembered from the oral traditions. In any
case, there is no evidence to prove that before 140
CE, the people knew anything about a set of written
Gospels. It was never mentioned that there was
something among the written works fitting the
description of the Gospels. Thus, it was not until the
second half of the second century that there
appeared evidence ( which became clearer in the
course of time), that there was a collection of
Gospels in a specific form, by which they gradually
became known. One can say therefore, that the four
Gospels acquired the status somewhere around 170
C.E, when they attained the level of canonized
literature, even though that term was not yet used.
The full list of canonized writings was only
gradually finalized and that too was only done after
some agreement. This is what is worth mentioning
concerning what took place between 150-200C.E.,
for it was determined gradually that the Acts of the
Apostles, was a canonized writing and some
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consensus was reached concerning the first letter of
John.

There was still however, some hesitance in some
matters. Together with those writings that the
church had no other choice but to accept due to their
contents, there was a large number of vague or
complex writings which were mentioned by some
Popes when they mentioned the canonized books.
Others on the other hand saw them as beneficial
reading. Among these were the letter to the
Hebrews, Peter s second letter and the letters of
James and Jude.

There were some writings that were usually referred
to at that time, as being from the Holy Book and
consequently part of the canonized scripture. The
situation however, did not stay like this for some of
them were decanonized. This is what happened to
the writings of Hurmas called “The Shepherd” and
that of Didaci, the first letter of Clemence, the letter
the letter of Barnabas, and Peter s Revelation. The
letter to the Hebrews and the Revelation caused
serious contentions and for a long time the
authenticity of their attribution to the Apostles was
severely disputed.

On the other hand, the second and third letters of
John, the second letter of Peter and the letter of
Jude, were only very slowly accepted.

There is no need to trace, in detail, all the stages of
the developments that took place which resulted in
the writing of the canon in the fourth century and
thisisin general the canon that we know today”
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Based on this lengthy discussion and excerpts from
the Christians themselves about their book, we can
conclude the following:

1) Allah (God) revealed a book to Christ that He
called the Gospel. Christin turn called the people to
believe in it. Both the Disciples and Paul in his
letters, mentioned this Gospel. Whether Christians
believe this or refuse to do so, it in no way dispels
this fact. This is because their objections are not
based on any sound evidence. All they have to
depend upon is their lack of knowledge of this,
Ignorance of something however, does not mean
that it isnot present or true. Therefore, whoever has
proven something with evidence is more accepted
than one who regjects it based on the fact that he has
no knowledge of it.

2) The Christians do not know anything about what
happened to the Gospel nor do they know about its
whereabouts.

3) There were oral reports and general documents
circulating. These were circulated by the Disciples
and the first Christian missionaries. It was believed
that these were the original source due to the areas
of agreement among the Gospels.®

In my opinion, these oral traditions were not devoid
of some parts of the original Gospel, but the

% Bucaille, Maurice, The Bible, The Qur’an and Science p.
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Christians did not write them down as one
collection.

In addition, they did not differentiate between what
was taken from the original Gospel and the words of
others. These words became mixed with the original
Gospel making it impossible to distinguish between
the two. This mixture was so complete that no one
can say for certain nor believe with any conclusive
evidence, that what was said was from the original
Gospel. ThisisasAllah says:

lowsi pgdlio Gisl ; Jbai U] 1615 oyl 09 }
14:650 .. 45 19,55 loo Ua>

{ And from among those who say we are Christians we
took a covenant, but they forgot a portion of what

they were reminded of.}

[Qur’an 5:14]

4: The early Christians did not refer to the four
Gospels. No mention at all was made of them. Paul
for example, with his numerous letters, never once
mentioned them, nor did the Acts of the Apostles,
that speaks about the first Christians missionaries.
This shows that these books were not present during
that time and that they were written some time after.

5: The first person to plainly mention a group of
written books was Justin, who was killed in 165C.E.
Even so, this does not point clearly to the actual
presence of the four Gospels. The first attempt at
knowing them and spreading them was in book
called|.......... ] during the period 166-170 CE.
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This is the earliest date to which the origin of these
books can be traced. This date however islater than
that of the death of the people to whom these books
have been attributed. All these authors died before
the end of the first century. This proves that they
had no part in writing these books and that they
wereirresponsibly attributed to them.

6) From the period 170CE., to the fourth century
CE., the four Gospels were not the only Gospels
present. In fact, numerous other Gospels were
widespread. There might have been as much as one
hundred Gospels in circulation.®* None of them
however, carried an official status nor any degree of
canon. This exposed the four Gospels also to
alterations during this period.

7) The Christians do not know exactly when these
books were canonized. Instead they hold the view
that during the fourth century, these books
gradually took on an air of holiness.

8) The Christians do not have any chain of orators
or otherwise, leading to the authors of their books.
Thus, they do not know for certain the origin of
these books. It is not inconceivable to believe that
they were books that they found falsely attributed to
these authors, so they followed suit. They might
have believed them to be genuine without having
any supporting evidence. This however, can in no

*Bucaille, Maurice op. cit. P.
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way give a person the conviction, that is originally
sought after in Holy Scriptures, so that he may avoid
Allah s anger and gain His pleasure.

9) We are dumbfounded at the claim of the
Christians that these books are authentic and that in
general they convey the words of Christ and tell
about him. How can they believe this when they do
not posses a shred of evidence to support their
claim- and any claim devoid of evidence is nothing
short of being a false claim.

Allah states:

o i LU o923 alell o psaic Jo Jo'}
148 ple¥1 { 900,35 Y il 5 19 o)l V]
“Say. “Have you any knowledge(proof) that you can
produce before us? Verily, You follow nothing but

conjecture and you do nothing but lie.”
[ Qur’an 6:148]

Anyone who speaks about Allah’s religion without
knowledge is astray and is leading others astray as
well. Allah states:

S &9 ple s dll (S ) alx o ywlid] 09 }
sa{ae ollaus

“And among mankind is he who disputes concerning
Allah, without knowledge, and follows every
rebellious devil.” (quran 22:3)

D Y9 ple sy dil 9 ) alzy o pwlil 09}
&l Juw & Juad aslac b uio LS Y9
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“And among mankind is one who disputes about
Allah without knowledge or guidance, or a Book
giving light.

Bending his neck with pride, and leading others
astray from the Path of Allah. For him there is
disgrace in the worldly life, and on the Day of
Resurrection, We shall make him taste the torment of
burning Fire.” [ Quran 22:8-9]

Any claim, void of evidence, is false and nothing but
the product of onesvain desires.

This is what Allah calls the religion that the
| sraelites and the Christians follow. He says to the
Prophet Muhammad (e):

&ii > 4 ladl Y9 .)_9’@5// cic o5 )9}
u.QuI o9 Sagdl 9@ all sad Sl 9 agilo
clj//L',.o el b ,ALQJ/Q.O Jel> ‘___S‘.i//.l.zg ra.é).clg.é)/
120: 6,501 {_wari V9 J9 0

“Never will the Jew nor the Christians be pleased
with you (O Muhammad) until you follow their
religion. Say: “Verily, Guidance of Allah is the only
Guidance.” And if you were to follow their desires
after what you have received of Knowledge, then you

would have against Allah neither any protector or

guardian nor any hel per.”
[Qur ’an 2:120]
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One understands why the Christians have been so
misguided when we realize that they, in most
instances, are merely following blindly what was
given to them by the Church hierarchy. This
hierarchy in their quest to realize their personal
ambitions, has played the biggest role in misleading
the general lay people.

Allah says:

ol I aﬂ/inlelgle,,a@!JJ 13]9 }
Y a®3Li oI5 o) of el ade Lazg lo liwu> o)l

1046t {5 g i@y Y9 s Goale
“And when it is said to them, “Come to what Allah

has revealed and unto the Messenger.” They say:
“Enough for us is that which we found our fathers
following.”  Even though their fathers had no
knowl edge whatsoever and no guidance.

[ Qur’an 5:104]

I n another verse Allah states:

Lebi LiJ L Coloss JUI 9 pgR929 ulii ooy }
sl lisbol Gf iy [9)89 . Youw JI Liebol 9 al

o cnieo agle Ly . Muwl Golols Lel,So

6866, LYl { LS lie) agielly , Lol

“On the Day when their faces will be turned over in
the Fire, they will say: “Oh, if we had only obeyed
Allah and obeyed the Messenger.

And the will say: “Our Lord! \Verily, we obeyed our
chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the
(Right) Way.
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Our Lord give them double punishment and curse
them with a mighty curse.”
[Qur ’an 33:66-68]

It is necessary therefore for a person to avoid simply
following tradition in matters directly relating to his
success and happiness or hisfailure and destruction.
Instead, he has to ascertain the truth and ask Allah
for guidance and steadfastness until he realizes that
truth and light. With sincere searching and
supplications, and giving up blind following and
prejudice, he will be guided to the truth and will not
be deceived, by Allah s will.
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hapter Four

The Detailed History Of The Four Gospels And
The Other Books Of The New Testament.

Previously we have discussed the four Gospels in
relation to their chains of authorities. It remainsfor
us however, to discuss each Gospel individually.

1) The Gospel of Matthew.

The Gospel according to Matthew is the first book
of the Christian New Testament. Comprising of
some twenty- eight chapters, it is the longest of the
Gospels. The Christians claim that Matthew, a
former tax collector, was one of the Disciples. The
Christians however, are yet to produce evidence
linking this book to the Disciple Matthew.
Information found in the book, “The History of the
Church” by Eusabius of Caesarea (Palestinge), is
probably the oldest source on which Christians
depend, to link this book to Matthew, the Disciple.
Eusabius relates from a Hieropolis priest, named
Papius, in 130 C. E. This priest stated: “Matthew
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wrote the (book) speeches in the Hebrew
language.”*°

This statement however, cannot justify the claim that
this book is truly the work of Matthew the Disciple.
Thisis so for two important reasons:

1. The first reason is that this witness, Papius
cannot be rightly considered, nor can his testimony
be accepted. He, himself did not hear of these books
from their authors. He heard them from
intermediaries- He states:

“And every time one comes who used to follow the
elders, | would ask him about what they were
saying because | do not believe that what you get
from books is as beneficial as what comes from the
live voice.”

Papius therefore does not scrutinize the reports of
others. There is no doubt that the trustworthiness
and reliability of these intermediaries must be
established before one can rely on their words.

2. The second reason is that Eusabius himself was
critical of Papius and his narrations. He said:

“And the writer himself writes other narrations
and says that they came to him from oral
traditions, and he wrote proverbs and strange
teachings of the Deliverer [i.e Jesus] and he writes
weird things.”

In reference to Papius’s views, Eusabius said, “I
believe that he came to these conclusions because

“0Eusabius, Tareekh Al-Kaneesah ( The History of the Church) p.178
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of his poor understanding of Apostolic writings -
He does not realize that their sayings were
metaphoric, for it seems as though his
under standing was very limited.

This is clearly seen from his thesis and this is the
reason why many of the church popes had the
same belief as he did. They relied on the fact that
helived in a period before them.”*

This is the way Papius dealt with the reports that
came to him. He took reports from all those who
followed the elders examining neither their ability to
memorize and convey exactly what they heard, nor
their trustworthiness etc. These are essential
prerequisites for ascertaining the truth of a report.
Papius himself was not only weak in distinguishing
the various reports, but his understanding was also
limited. How then can such a person’s word be
taken, especially on such an important issue as
attributing a book to the Lord of the universe?”

Secondly, his statement that Matthew wrote “the
sayings in the Hebrew language” is not sound
evidence to ascertain the truth of attributing the
Gospel to Matthew the Disciple. This is so form
three angles:

1. He did not point out in his previous statement
who is this Matthew that he mentioned. Is he
Matthew the Disciple or some other Matthew. Thus
any claim that he meant Matthew the Disciple

41 Eusehius, op. cit. p.177
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warrants more evidence especially when we know
that many people at that time carried this very name.

2: He also did not specify the book, for he said that
he ‘“wrote the sayings.” The question is, which
sayings is he referring to? Without a doubt, this
wording is general and one cannot definitely say
that the book referred to here is the Gospel of
Matthew that is known.

3:Eusabius also said that the book was written in
“the Hebrew language.” The book was however, not
known to the Christians except in the Greek
language. This therefore lends to the strong
conclusion that the book he referred to was not the
book that the Christians possess today, which they
call the Gospel of Matthew. This is especially so,
when many Christians hold the view that the Gospel
of Matthew was initially written in his native Greek
language. This proves that what was written was
written in the Greek language and not in the Hebrew
language.

If we accept the popular belief among the
Christians that the book was translated from
Hebrew to Greek, another major problem arises.
Thisis, who did the translation? This question is yet
to be answered by the Christians. The truth is, as
long as the trandator, his true affiliation to the
religion, and his knowledge and proficiency of the
two languages, are not known, it is not possible to
rely on his translation or to accept it. This is