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at the present time. People, they say, are not expected to revert to religion
in a time at which science alone prevails. Why should we, then, {ry to arouse
man's dormant religious cmotion while we endeavour to free oursclves of all
prejudice ?

The impracticability of this arguement is obvious, for a serious invest-1
gation into the causes of the rise of a nation should not overlook an inquirey
into its_religion. Investigation slould encompass its past and its present,
tracing its stages of development. A nation, in this respect, is like an
individual : his present is influenced by his past, where his gifts, his sources
of power, his leanings could all be traced.  There is no pedagogical means
of moulding an individual anew or of creating in him a fresh mode of
behaviour,  An individual is what he was in his infancy, childhood ete. He
is what he has inherited from his parents and family. He is what he has
arquired from his environment,

Let us now refer to one more allegation. [t cannot be denied that
several Moslem countries have shown their incapacily to go along the road
of modern progress. 11 cannot be denied that they have seemed to be
beyond all cure. In those countries where new ideas have been acquired,
they produced unsatisfuctory resuits.  But this is no proot that Moslem
countries are incapable ol progress or that Islam stands in the way of their
advancement, for Islam, indeed, has given the world the impetus which caused
advancement in all branches of knowledge. The reason why Eastern countries
do not digest modern ideas is due 1o the Tact that the so-culled reformers
try to create these countries ancw without regard o their past wherein lie
their sources ol power.

Thus we try in these articles to ook into the past history of the Moslem
countreis and trace their rise and fall with the intention of revealing their
latent power.
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animate primary cells which possess characteristic qualities, behave collectively
with strict conformity to the general system of that living body, and cooperale
in giving it generic and specific qualities, every human group is built up of
primary cells, which are the individuals forming that group, each having his
own life, possessing characteristic qualities and obeying with others the
desciplines governing, and imparling unity to, that group, Again, inasmuch as
the life of living bodies begins in a nucleus and spreading itself by forming
f~»sh cells which multiply until maturity is reached, each social group forms
round a nucleus, that is, one person destined fo be its [ounder. When it
reaches maturity it begins to function.

In a like manner the Moslem Nation hegan its life. Muhammad was the
nucleus round which similar other cells were formed crealing a small group
which became, in due course, a full-grown community. But Muhammad was
guided by the Koran throughout all he did for Islam, and that is why we
said at the outset that both should be studied together.

To studv the subject in detail and state its multitudinous influences on every
branch of life throughout the centurics is indeed an intricate fask, as we
have said above. Yet we shall endeavour to undertake it, the subject being
very rich in literature that freais ol ii,

The advent of Islam, as will be shown later in some delail, caused a
great revolution, unequalled in all history. Qut ol fighting factions emerged
a new nation esteeped in social progress, and in the span of a few years
the map of the world had bheen prodigously chinged, marking a new epoch
of world-wide propress.

We invite those who think that we overrate the influence of the Koran
and of Muhammad {o review the status of {he Arab nation before and atter
Islanm, They will be peatly amazed by the magnitude of the speed with
wich the change took place. Arabia was composed of disagreeing {tribes
mainly engaged in fighting and glorifying nothing more than war and vendelta.
A traveller through Arabia, il {ravelling was possible, would have seen
practically nothing but the glisten of swords and the glitter of spears, and
would have heard nothing but the clang of the sabre. People were lacking
in beliel. Therc was no religion fo control them and no philosophy to tame
their wild instincts. Then came a {otal change with the advent of Islam.
Unity was achieved, The same ignorant tribes of the past who loved
nothing save material (hings now took religion to hearl. They buill mosques,
lislened submissively lo the recital of the Koran and observed its injunctions.

But the significance of thal rapid change is yel emphasized by the fact
thal Arabia was before Islam an isolated nation devoid of both civilization
and culture. '

Something more should be considered. Writers of the materialistic
school disapprove of the importance we attach to the study of religion
alleging that religion has become an antiquated subject of no practical use

e
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ISLAM®
Is a Universal Everlasting Religion

INTRODUCTION

The greal inferes! which our previous articles under the above litle had
aroused. in Islamic countries, encouraged us to continue our endeavour o
approach the subject, this time, from its two main inlets, namely, the Koran
which is the source of Islam, and socondly Muhammad who is the apostle to
whom it had been revealed after a cessation of apostles. Such an endeavour
is not, indeed, a facile task if the subject be treated in the scientific manner
which is gaeatly appreciated by present-day readers, whose minds rebel
against anything not compatible with philosophy and science.

To guard Islam from being misunderstood or misrepresented by those
who fall under the spell of philosophy and science, we go ahead relying only
upon Allah, asking Him fo provide us with euidance 1o succeed in our
momentous pursuit.

vy - P " p e
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( 1 . J}J‘S)"__u )
“And to whomsoever Allah does not give light, he has no light” th
For He promised us that,
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(1 '-'-’3:{-"” iis-)

“And as for those who sirive hard for Us, We will most cerlainly guide
them in Qur ways, and Allah is most surely with the doers of good,”

Let us then proceed and may we he helped by the Almighty :

To {ry to trace the influence of the Koran in the buildine up of Islamic
couniries and to undersiand the nature of the factors, visible and invisible,
which made of these countries a living, growing whole, one is required to
study collectively two main questions, namely, the Koran and Muhammad.
for the Koran shaped Muhammad and Muhammad shaped the Moslem world —
the former being the scheming mind, the latter the executive will.

But as we have chosen to follow the rules of the scientitic method, it
would be relevent here to state (hat sociology takes notice of the analogy
that exists, in all respects, between the building up of human groups and the
building up of living bodies. Inasmuch as any living body is Dbuilt up of

* Translated from M. Farid Wagdi's work of the same litle by A. Shoukry Top-Sakal.
(1} “The Light™ 40. '
{2y “The Spider” 6.
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