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grand savant

choisir lopinion  juridique 14
appoprice ef de doener la prolérence
a l'avis l¢ pius hicureux,

L'historien Ei Kandi rapporte
dans son ouvrage intitule * Al Wou-
ltes Wa Al Koudates” ( Les Walis
et les Juges) qu'un juge, adeple de
FEcole Chaféite, vivait au Caire au
emps du grand savant Al Imam Al-
Tahawi. Ce juge était connu par scnt
intégrité sa foi solide et sa liberte
de fonder son jugemeut sur l'avis
qu'il estime equitable prenant les avis
de toutes les doclirines sans-se borner
a l'une d’elles et il prouva; son linte
ment un jour il sollicita opinion du
relativement a une
question d'ordre juridique charéi.
Le savant lui demend: “ Vous solli-
citez mon opinion ou celle d’Abou
Hanifa ? .

“Et pourquoi donc cetle inte-
rpellation ?,, * demande le juge’

El Tahawi réplique:“Jai cru
que vous me prenez pour un imita-
teur.”

“Non, répond le juge, . Nul n'im-
ite que le fanatique ou le sot.”

Or, cette grande fortune juridi-
que n,a cté cachée aux hommes que
par Yancienne de rédaction.
Aujourd’hui que le civilisation a ¢év-
olue et que la mentalité a change,
il convient que les livres et l'ensei-
gnement aillent de pair avec ies
exigences du siécle.

forme

Chers Auditeurs,

Ditts

36
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I

| latiimude ¢

Jal Iin aver da froisieme épre-
lit

dans celle ¢

uvoe actuellement

saul (e

(ut traverse
tar.pie arabe,
de 'Aznar
I doit, pour celte
¢preuve, opposar action a Vaction,
la vigilance & I'nirigue, et la propa-
gande a la propagande.

doit ¢tre posit-

ive, détoumer

Il doit se tenir toujour en éveil
pour confondre ceux qui essaient,
soit par passion, soit par ignorance,
d’alterer la langue de Musulman et
d'affaiblir le lien qui unit les Arabe.

Les Azharistes qui ont si bien ga-
rdé le dépdt de Dieu et porté aux pe-
uples la missive de son Prophéte dur-
ant plus de dix siécles, sont 8 mémede
détourner le danger de ces écoles

libertaires et de cette anarchie lit-
teraire pour protéger la langue et la
religion, et, ce, en se jettant de tout
cceur dans la lutte et en se souve-
nant qu'ils sont les soldats de Dieu
qui les opposé a l'ennemi a4 chaque
moment, en quelque lien et Sous
n'importe quelle forme. lls doivent
ainsi vivre pour la mort en soldals,
travailler pour la vie, comme les
géneraux et se detourner des biens
de cc monde comme les Apdtres.

Hommes de !'Azhar,
et Fideies

Croyants

l.e Trés Haut a promis d'assu-
rer 4 la langue arabe la vie ne son
Coran et
c'est par vous, COIMMe par nous, vos
Soit Loué, a tenu

éloquence par la vie du

aides, que Dieu

sa promesse.
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poetes continua a4 faire
Farabe correct, pour feair Ia corrspo-
ndance des rois, ou pour composer

usage  de

des livres a 'nsage des classes instui-
¢'est ainsi
laugue vulgaire domina la vie de la
nation et prit le dessus dans les
aflaires publiques comme dans ses
différents buts, car la langue populaire
est libre et n'admit pas les restricti-
ons. Elle est naturelle et rejette tout

art. Elle recoit tout ce qu’ on lui
donne, emrpunte a toute langue et a

toute forme d'expression, selon n'im-
porte quelle régle. Pour se compre-
ndre entre eux, les hommes préférent
le facile. Ils sont de l'usite qui est
a leur poriwce. e retard apporré par
une flangue a suivre la marche du
temps et 4 s’accorder avec la vie
signifie pour elle l'inertie. Or, la fin
certaine d'une langue inerte est la
mort résulrant de I'avantage pris sur
elle par les dialectes populaires qui
finissent par prendre ses lieu et place.

L'Académie de langue Arabe
s'est rendue compte de ce danger er
a donne suite 4 une proposition que
jai laite et qui tend a:

1) libérer l'application des rég-
les de grammaire de fagon a régir

indistinctement le régulier et Virré-
gulier.

tes et cultivees. que la

2) libérer également de la rest-
riction du temps et des lieux, les
mots qui ont é&f¢ introduits dans la
tangue par oui-dire, de facon a ce
que on admette, comme arabes, les

T

mots que Pon entend de nos jours
des differentes classes de la socicté,
conune les macens, le menuisiers et
autres gens de meatiers ou d'arts,

3 ) Ouvrir contemporains
la porte de formation et d’introduction
dans la lapgue arabe de nouveaux
mots, et ce en ayant recours, soit
aux preéfixes, suffixes et dérivés, soit
a limprovisation,

dlXx

4 ) Reconnaitre en conséquence,
comme arabes, les nouaeaux mots
qui seraient ainsi introduits dans la
langue, au méme titre que les anciene.

C'est en s'inspirant de ces dire-
ctions et d'autres que l'Académle a
préparé son dictionnaire “Ai Wassitt’
qui paraitra prochainement.

Quant & l'innovation dans la
jurisprudence en matiére religieuse
(Al Igtihad ), les portes de cette
science ont ¢t¢ originairement ouve-
rtes par des savants maitres qui
furent a la hauteur de leur ta che,
Mais, une fois que ces sciences ont
été complétees et établies a travers
les siécles, sur des bhases solides et
sur des opinions sages a méne de
satisfaire doux les besoin sociaux, &
repondre aux questious des adeptes
de toutes les écoles doctrinales et a
donner solution & doux probleme qui
survieux les savauts, se sont passés
de Tlinnovation avant des richesse
en abondance el leurs effaris se sont
vers une autre varieté de
jurisprudence, celle de trier et de

dirigés
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objets d’art

La difference entre les livres de
IFAzhar et les livres mogernes d'ens-
eignement, est celle  existante entre
une boutique & Ghourieh
maison de commerce & Kasr

et une
EI-Nil.
Il se pourrait que la vieille bontigque
contienne des marchandises et des
introuvables au grand
magasin mais le fait de les tenir ca-
chés dans un coin invisible et de ne

g Pas les exposer convenablement di-

E_ ences, ses mémoires et ses livres,

i

s

e

]

.
T

A

X

e

v

minue leur valeur et en détourne

I'acheteur.

Or, si nous étalons les trésors
de I’Azhar dans une belle exposition
qui attire par ses legons, ses confér-

[, nous rendons ces trésors accessibles
B aux étudiants qui pourront en rovfi-
E” “ter et en saisir les beaulés, sans pe-

R
B r

ines ni dur labeur.
*
*® ¥
La mission de I'Azhar s’asseoit,

~ comme je viens de le dire, sur deux

i

5 les moyens

1

bases : la religion et la langue. Mais
qu’il doit employer pour
remplir sa double mission sont tout
a fait differents. La religion est par-
faite parce qu'elle est I'occuvre de

3 'Dien, mais la langue est impariaite

-étant 'ceuvre de lhomme. Le per-

g, lection divine ne s'altére ni par le

Br

-

lieu ni avec le

bostile ni a

temps. Elle n'est
la civilisation ni & la
science. Elle est toujours neuve, {ou-
jours bonne et & jamais immuable.

Par contre, l'imparfait est sujet
a la décomposition, a Plinertie et au

34 —

retard
Croissance,

comme il est l'objet de la
du renouvellement et de
Fevadution, Clest pourguoi, Tinnova-
tion est une ncceessiic que la nature
exige, car la langue ne peut demeu-
rer immuable a linslar de la religion,
nt se tenir indépendante au méme
titre que le vivant. Elle est consti-
tuee par un ensemble de mots par
lesquels chaque peuple exprime ses
besoins, et les besoins ne finissent
jamais, et les idées ne s'épuisent pas
non plus. Les humains ne peuvent
donc pas demeurer muets alors qu'ils
voient et constatent que les besoine
se renouvellent, que les indées
renaissent, que la civilisation leur
fournit journellement wune nouvelle
invention et que la science leur
réclame des termes nouveaux.

Rien ne
sauf- que les Bedouins, qui étaient
assicgés dans les limites du temps
et de l'espace, n'ont, en leur temps,
pu prévoir ces choses pour
donner les dénominations adéquates.
De fait de la négation du droit pour
les “Mouwalladines”™ ( Arabes créoles)
d'introduire de nouveaux mots dans
la langue, (ce droit avant éié excu-
sivement réservé aux Arabes régions
sisesd  Pinterieur” de 1'Arabie - Al-
Amssar jusgu’a la fin du 2éme siécle
de Tllccire, etf, aux 1beédouins du
désert jusquu'a la fin du 4iém stecle
il est résulté que la langne vulgaire
déborda 1¢loquente et que, seule la
classe des savants, des lettrés et des

justifie ce mutisme

leur



es  Jivres  GAL-Azbar comme Al- | que personne ne saurait admettre et
|

T

Alkkad, 1-Thated,
ralhim en Euvpte
Al-Yazigui Al-Chidiac,  Moutrane et
Al-Khoury au Lihau Al-Maghrabi,
Al-Cheéhaby, Al-Gabri, et Al-Santawl
en Syrie—dlanrouf Al-Rassati, Al Za-
haoui, Kachel El-Chatta, Al-Chabibi,
et Al-Assari en lrag — et eniin
Al-Nashashibi et Al-Sakakini, en
Palestine.

Croawhi et Hnler

Al-Boustant,

Mes Chers Auditeurs,

Je suis un fervent partisan d'une
réconciliation entre la langue arabe
¢loquente et le dialecle parlé. A
FAcadémie de Langue Arabe, jai
demandé a inclure dans la langue
pure. les mots et les expressions dont
fait usage le dialecte populaire pour
désigner les noms des objets et des
choses que la civilisation a introdui-
tes dans la Vie publique, ce qui limi-
tera I'étendue de la ditference existanr
entre les deux facons de s'exprimet
et finira par les amalgamer en une
seule langue grice a la presse, a la
radio et & 'école et ce en emprintant,
a 'arabe pur, la correction, I'élégunce,
I'tloquence et la noblesse, et, au
dialecte, la {inesse, le naturel, la
vitalité, la nouveauté et la précision.

Quant & admettre que notre
langue devienne comme celle des
peuplades sauvages, c'est d dire sans
regles, ni beauw'd, ni perffection, sans
aucun lien qui rattache le passé au
présent et a l'avenir e a l'avenir et
sans aucune unite qui nous reunit;
cela constiluerait une errenr grave

une fauvsse opinion que nul sepe ne
pourrail v souscrire.

fes
choses en I'état on elles se frovvent,
nous aboutirons au débordement du
dialecte populaite, car, loreille s'y
¢tant habituée et les regles en étant

Par contre, si nous iaissons

naturelles, on n'aurait pas besoin pour
Vapprendre d'un livre, d'un professeur
ou d'une école, mais bien d'un con-

cierge, d'un domestique ou d’'une rue.

Comme je l'ai déja explique, le
fait par langue populaire de 'empo-
rter sur la langue éloquente signilie
le - détachement des lettres de la
religion et du présent du passé ainsi
que Paffaiblissement des liens qui
unissent les Arabes entre eux.

D’autre part, je suis persuadé
que pour remeédier a cet état de cheoses
et venir en aide a notre belle langue,
il nous faudra pénétrer profondément
ses secrets, comprendre 4 fond ses
regles et apprendre complétement ses
lettres. Cela exige, de notre part, de
I'etfort et du travail. Nous devons
bien préparer le maitre et le sujet.
Nous devons recourir 4 l'expeérience
pour établir les méthodes et les pro-
grammes, et au potit et a la logique,
pour composer les livres. Or les liv-
Tes (UE nous avons eu en mais pour
nous dont nous nous
ervons encore sont des trésots des
sciences auxquels manguent cerend-
ant ia facilité, la mise en ordre etla
beauté de la présentation.

instruire et
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Leoen vewlent Ccenux gt teur conse U Gahileya, dialectes quioont bouleve

Cect deoanedror Tour pate gl les

craretent a0 un dur labeur ou g

Sar eacnguens gue nul, dans le pa-

seiocamme ding e présent, na pu !

devenir ¢crivain, poét, romancier ou
autreur, sans avoir au prcalable ¢tu-
die et approfondi les régles fondam-
entales de sa langue, regles qui per-
mettent d'écrir et de discourir corre-
ctement.

Si, en lisant un journal ou un
livre, vous n’'y relevez aucune faute
de nature a découvrir le secret de la
fraude, c’est bien griace a l'eflort et
a la science de ces soldats inconnus,
ces Azharistes de mérite qui veillent
jour et nuit dans les bureaux de pre-
sse et de publicité et qu'on nome
les “protes”. Ils passent leur plume
a I'encre rouge sur les fautes, redre-
ssent les erreurs et éliminent les
mots inusités ou étrangers et donn-
ent de la force aux expressions
faibles.

Nous ne trouvons aucune obje-
ction & ce qu'on simplilie aux etudi-
ants et aux eléves les regles de gr-
ammaire, de syntaxe et de rhétori-
quie ; mais les mal réside dans l'ete-
ndue de ces simplifcations. Aucun
mal & supprimer, des manuels desti-
nes debutants, les regies des
“sous-entendus”, des “justifications”
de

aux
et e la philosoptie, la langue,
ou a climiner les diverses possibilit-
¢s ou varieles d'analyses que la lan-
gue a conservees. cu Cgard a la div-
ersit¢ des dialectes des arabes de la

Crse la largue arnbe @ tel poin quils

ont méme servi O jpustifier toutes les
consiste o
de tous
les attributs de la force, de la fertil-
i¢ et de 'art pour en faire un sque-
lette qui jouit de la légérete, de la
forme et de la simPlicite et auquel
les muscles, les uerfe et

erreurs. Mais, tout le mal
d¢garnir les sciences arabes

manquent
I'Ame.
Que resterait-il de ces sciences

ainsi diminuées et aussi sujettes a
l'oubli? Peu de chose bien loin de

suffire a la vie d'une langue et a
I'existence d'un art littéraire. Ces
restes peuvent sullire a passer un
examen ou a obtenir un diplome. Mais
ils ne peuvent certainement pas suf-
fire & former ceux que 'Azhar a pu
former avec ses livres el ses savan-
ts cheikhs, tels que :

1) Mohamad Abdou, Saad Zag-
hloul, Al-Manfalouti, Al-Bichri et Taha
Hussein.

2) Ceux instruits a Dar El-Ou-
loum, tels que Abdel-Aziz Jaouiche,
Al-Mahdi, Al-Khodary, Al-Sacandri
et Al-Garem.

3) Ceux qui ont fait leurs €tu-
des a I'Ecole des Juges Charéis, a
n'en citer qu’Ahmad Amine, Azzam,
et Ll-Kholi.

4) Ceux qui ont ete ctudiants
a4 V'Ecole Normale Supérieure “Dar
Al-Mouaallimine”, tels que Choukri,
Al-Mazini et Abou-Hadid.

5} Ceux enfin qui ont fait usage
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fiots de la
lebordérent
nouvelles ccoles pleines
el de el gue ces
mfiuencecrnt jeuaes qui
n'‘ont recu quune molle et insufiis-
ante culture arabe. Epris de l‘ensei-
gnement de ces ¢coles, ces candidats
se detourncrnt ee leur prore culture
et oublicrent leur histoire. Ainsi, les
“Fran¢aisés " parmi eux connaissent,
Victor Hugo; mais ne connaisseny
pas “Al-Moutanabbi”, ¢ludient “Vol.

les
ne

advint aussi
litterature
avec
de lutilites
ccoles

que
curopee
leurs
fiel
Cul

taire™ mais non “Al-Jahez”, lisen
“Lamartine” et ne lisent pas “Al-
Badie Al-Hamazani”: Doli cette

sujétion imposée par notre jeunesse
a nos leftres, an profit des letires
de 1'Occident. Les formes de leur
style sont celles des Européens, leurs
écoles littéraires sont celles des
auteurs occidentaux, ainsi que les
mesures de leur art critique.

lls voudraient méme que la
langue  arabe, fille du désert
découvert, du soleil levant et de la
nature franche et souriante, adoptat
le symbolisme, fils de I'horizon nua-
geux, de la langue béguaieuse et de
I'dme en complexe. lls voudraient
aussi que l'existentialisme, fils des
moeurs en deécomposition, du goit
inverse et des sens libres, soit admis
par la langue arabe, de la divine
missive qui a ennobli 'homme ot qui
I'a distingud de Panimal, e lui ret-
racant des limites établies par la
religion et les moeurs, limites qu'il
est raisonnable, ni outrepasser tant
qu’il demeure croyant.

Mes Chers Auditeurs,

Entre les fettres et la seience,

I'espace est vaste et la différence

vt H . .
- est bien grande :

Les lettres appartiennent {1 Jime
et la science aux hommes. Les lettres
sont citoyennes d'une méme patrie ;
et la science n’a point de patrie. Les
lime dans le corps
et coulent comme le sang dans les
veines. Elles forment ]Ja personnalite
de I'étre pour qu'il vive indépendant
par lui-méme et distinct des autres.
Elles revélent et affirment la person-
nalité dun peuple qui se distingue
par les hommes qui le forment. Les
lettres. comportent une race, une
langue, un gout, un miliey, une men-
talité, une crovance, une histoire et
des traditions.

lettres comme

Tout autre chose est la science.

Il nous est naturellement nerm-
is d'emprunter aux autres une part
de leur science pour parfaire notre
insutlisance et completer ce qui nous
mangue ; mais il n'est point permis
de leur emprunter ce qui représente
nos dmes et nous-mémes, soit une
part des lettres. Le perlectionnement
de T'é¢tude de la langue arabe d'apr-
¢s les maothodes vraies et productiv-
es ne coute Pas aux candidats plus
d’etforts  que V'étude du francais  ou
de Panglais. Malheureusement ils viv-
ent dans le siécle de la vitesse et
visent le proche facile. Ils ont hite
d’acquérir la science et de produire.



g assimilent leur lange, et approfondi-
€/ ssent scs lettres et qui saveni Pour-
&0 quoi telle expression doit-clle prend-
re telle forme phutot quune autre.
Et, si ces belles livures venaient a
- disparaitre, auraient elles des succe-
. Sseurs capables de garder je dépot
B de la langue et porier loin la missi-
C ve des letires ?

C'est & I'Azhar qu’ils appartient
.de répondre. C'est lui qui, par as
pature et sa raison d'étre, se trouve
-~ &tre le rempart, le refuge et le sau-
=. veteur de la langue arabe dans le
I passé comme dans le présent.

Bt Quant aux autres écoles, tout
k- porte. au pessimisme en ce qui les
- concerne. Elles appliquent une meéth-
“ode pratique presque vide de régles
i, et un enseignement superliciel et
" insuffisant qui ne visent que le suc-
ces, aux examens, de I'étudiant ou
de I'é¢léve, par n'importe quel moyen.
‘On y voit les cours se résumer en
précis, les Précis en résumeés
~ 8ténographiés. Qu'en reste t il dans
la mémoire ?  Des

et

reminiscences
gt d’idées flottantes et nuageuses, floues
. et imprécises, le tout ajouté uu dé-
§: goit de létudiant de produire un
~effort utile pour cultiver la langue et
la plume et pour appofondire le tond
et soioner la forme. Il se contente
¥ en somme du peu gui lui permette
& le passage d'une année a l'autre ou
lobtention d'un certificat ou d'un
g:  diplome.

= Une fois que le jeune débutant
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quitte ces cCcoles, n'emportant qu'une
faible notion de sa lanpue, mais se
sentant cependant doue par la niature,
et enchin vers les letteres il rejetie
les trésors de arabe
pour se tourner versles chefs d'mevre
de I'art de I'Occident. 1l s’applique
a en approfondi I'¢tude et a en sai-
sir les beautés. Une fois qu'il les
assimble, sa mémorie en déborde et
ses sens se reveillent, Il a Ja volonté
et le désir d'écrire quelque chose
d'utile et il a le sentiment d'avoir la
faculte qui crée et 'image qui plait
et qui réjoult; mais il ne posséde pas

I'art Httéraire

la langue qui exprime ni la plume
qui touche. Furieux et pris d'une rage
impuissante, il a 'audace de préten-
dre que la langue arabe serait imp-
ropre a4 exprimer la pensée et que
I'analyse des mots serait un obstacle
infranchissable. Il va jusqu'a devenir
extrémiste en incitant les écrivains a
se liberer absclument de toutes régles
et 4 écrire comme bon leur semble.

Quant & TYautre espéce, le
candidat ordinaire, celui-ci redevient
illétré comme a l'origine s'il lit il ne
lit que le facile et ne le cherche que
dans un roman populaire, qui anes-
thésir les sens, ou dans une revue
humoristique qui ¢veille tes passions.
Les romans et les revues de cetfe
nature ¢tant ainst trop recherchés,
les ecrivains  iégers se mirent a
offrir en abondance des brochures
contenant le produit d'une basse
littérature nuisible et inutile. Il en
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Coen dnraeer des lanvues  distinctes,

i gads dchordaient a

,‘ . ;
CELE Lyfeel
+

Sanone e ogrenie, duneuny
serdit plus possible entre
Arabes, co qui allaibiira le culte,
raompra les liens de Punité, dispersera
la force et permeitra au colonisateur
d’engloutir les pays arabes, sans
peines ni difficultés.

Cette propagande a été vouee
a 'échec par le fait de la faiblesse
de la colonisation et griace au réveil
des nations arabes.

comprine-

n=iar re

Quant a lignorance, qui consti-
tue l'autre origine du mal, elle suc-
céda a la colonisation dans sa pro-
pagande criminelle. Par ignorance,
il faut entendre le fait parles Arabes
dlignorer leur langue et de rejeter
ses sciences et ses lettres. Clest ici
qu'apparait le crime des écoles civiles
recentes qui ont échoué, aprés bien
d’expériences et un temps plus ou
moins long, a tromer le lecteur qui
comprend ce qu'il lit, I'écrivain qui
sait ce qu'il écrit, et le penseur qui
reflechit. La preuve Ja plus palpable

de cet ¢chec est le cas de l'éleve
qui fréquente ces écoles. Il y passe
dix années d'éudes a appre

ndre la grammaire. Une fois qu'il
quitte, 1t se sent incapable d'écrire
cu ae sexprimer correctement. Sl
se sent dou¢ par Ja nature, il ne
trouve de mieux, que d’écrire en arabe
vilgaire et dlinciter les autres a limi-
ter et & saliranchir des régles et des
restrictions de la langue, substituant
ainsi l'anarchie a l'ordre, et ['erreur
& la correction,

Autietors, Parabe ot ies soienc-

eSOV odhicrentes etalent enseiznés a
‘lrar El
Ouloum ™ ot {'Beole des “daves Uhar-
que dans  dautres evoles
qui appliuaient ses mctthodes tant
en Egypte, g'au Liban, en Svrie et
au Maghreb, Cet enseignement etait
profond et permettait a étudiant
doué et appliqué de comprendre ce
gu'il lisait, d’approfondit ce qu'il sa-
vait, de motiver ce qu'il critiquait et
d'analvser se qu’il gonfait. Si plut
atrd, les théories acrquises
compl¢tées par la pratique, le candi-
dat doué se révélait prosateur de
meérite, poete de talent ou critique
de valeur. Par contre, le candidas
sans talents littéraires, mais doué
toutefois de palience et de jugement,
devenait un savant qui préparait les
moyens, facilitait les sources, dirigait
les talents et ralfermisait les pas.

VAzhay ot par ses tinales

¢is”, ainsi

étaient

Cest &4 ces deux sources que [e
mouvement littéraire puise ses élém-
ents vitaux qui lui permettent de se
developper pour fleurir, de croitre
pour se propager et de s'¢lever pour
durer. Clest 4 cette categorie des
adeptes des anciennes methodes de
'Azhar gqu'appartiennent fes véritab-
les hommes de lettres gqui ont sauv-
earad¢ Vheritage de cette langue,
qui ont rencuvele la jeunesse de
I'art  litt¢raire et qui ont jelé  ies
bases de cett restauration littéraire
recente, Hdeureusement, il ¢n res'e un
certain nombre dans lcs pays arabes.
Nobles figures et fins littérateurs qui



De plus, clairvoyance se réveéla
par 'envoi en Lurope de ces étudi-
ants choisis pour vy parfaire leur
g e€ducation, tels que: Ibrahim Al-
Nabarawi, Ahmad Hassan Al-Rachidi,
P Mohamad Aly Al-Bakli, Rifaa Al-
Tahtawi et Aly Moubarak.

Ce nouveau bienfait, 4 enregis-
trer, contribua au relévement de la
langue arabe.

La langue arabe traversa donc
ces deux épreuves consécutives et
* g'en tira indemne, grice a I'Azhar.
g Ce fut pour le plus grand bien du
Livre de Dieu et de sa religion.

Mais la langue arbe passe
§ actuellement une troisiéme épreuve
f qui menace de la bouleverser, de
parter atteinte au Coran, de couper
la religion de sa base, détacher
g I'Arabe des siens, descendre l'art
f* littéraire du Parnasse de son inspira-
& tion et du temple de ses dons ou
resident le sublisme, la grandeur, la
noblesse, pour la jeter dans la fange
& du  matérialisme on
R bassesse, le
dépravation.

resident la
dévergondage et la

Cette épreuve est celle venant
de l'ecole dite “libre” ou plus exact-
¢ ement de l'ccole des livertaires qui
£ met I» langue valzaire an dessus de
la langue cloquente, qui prefere les
lettres populaires & celles des orands

qui ¢clairent.
I'écrivain et

Elle  enseigne
le poete  sont

que
libres
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letirés, les sujets qui excitent a ceux

d'¢rrire comme bon [ur semble et
quiils n'ont pas i s¢ ¢onformer aux
réoles et anx precepies de la gram-
maire, de la svntaxe, de ia iitterature
de la pnésie, ni non phis aux regies
de la morale.

(Cetle épreuve a pour origines
la colonisation et I'ighorance.

La colonisation s'est rendue
compte que la religion et la langue
forment les deux liens qui unissent
les Musulmans de tous les pays et
que, tant que la nation de Mohamed
demeure unie par ces liens, I'indéepe-
ndace des pays arabes doit, tét ou
tard, s’accomplir., Aussi, c'est pour
arréter cette marche vers lindépen-
dance que la France a toujours essayé
de détourner les Berbéres de leur
religion.

A ces fins, elle décréta Lol
connue sous le nom 4’ “El-Zahir” et
s'employa & faire la guerre a4 la
langue arabe, en I'¢liminant des éco-
les et des administrations de I'Etat.
Toutefois, Ja religion de Dieu fut
plus forte que "le Zahir” de la
France, et la langue du Coran fut
plus tranchante que celie de 'épée.

elle fut
diplomate.
Elie se contenta de prapager te dia-
lecte populaire  par
orientalistes, fonctionnaires et
des missionnaires, car elle se rendait
compte que ces dialectes différaient
totaiement les uns des autres jusqu’

Quant a ['Angleterre,
plis  astucieuse e plus
Vorgane des
des
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Nous ne citerons que le Firoz-
abadi, Abil-Séoud, Al-Fanari, Moulla
Khesrou, Al-Gami, Al-Khiali, Khoja
Zadeé, Moutla Mesquine, Moulla Loutii,
Hajji Khalifa, Tachokéri Zadé, et Thn
Kamal Pacha.

Les sultans ottomans eux-mé-
mes ¢tudaient 'arab et ses lettres
au méme titre que le Turc. Parmi
eux, on compte des poéles qui com-
posaient en langue arabe ou qui re-
tenaient par coeur plus d'un poéme.

A titre d’exemple, nous citons
un beau poéme lyrique composé par
le Sultan Ahman ler:

“J'ai aimé, sans pouvoir y arri-
ver ni captiver,

une gazelle qui fait la guerre .

“Avec ses yeux armés d'épées et
de son regard qui m'a blessé au fond
du coeur,,,

Les savants turcs ne com-
mencérent & négliger et o délaisser
la langue arabe que sous le régne
des suitans Mahmoud 1II et son fils

Abdel-Hamid ler, et & V'époque on

ces deux monarques restaurérent
la langue turque en simplifiant
ses regles et en rendant laccés

facile. Depuis lors, cette langue fut
dénommeée “langue ottomaney. Vous
voyez ainst que la langue arabe a
pass¢ six siécles entre l'agonie et la
la domination
mongole et trois autres sous la dom-
ination ottomane. Durant ces six

mori, dont trois sous

siccles, elle cessa de vivre aux Jnd-
€s, au Khorassane, en Iraq, en And-
alousie et dans les pavs ex-Rom iins,
pour continuer dans les
pavs arabe en y menant la vie dun
malade qui se debat devant la mort
et dont il ne reste plus que le souf-
fle. Clest justement ce souffle que
I'Azhar a retenu a nourri, a fortifie
et lul a prodigué tous les soins sal-
utaires.

survivre

Puis, le jour ou les ténebres de
la domination ottomane se dissipe-
rent et que Dieu voulut que le soleil
de la civilisation réapparaisse dans
la Vallée du Nil, la langue arabe de
son inertie et de sa faiblesse. Elle
se remit a vivre. C'est dans I'Azhar
qu'elle avait trouvé secours et asile,
et c'est a 'Azhar qu'elle doit sa vie
et sa résurrection,

L'épreuve de l'occupation napo-
léonienne ayant cassé, une nouvelle
ere de prospérité s’ouvrit et un nou-
veau mouvent de restauration se
dessina du fait de l'indépendance de
I'Egypte.

Cette nouvelle ére de progrés,
qui date de I'avénement de Mohamad
Aly, est redevable de tout a I'Azhar,
menur du peuple dans sa révoinion
et guide du gouvernement dans ses
reformes. Il ¢tait représente 3 cette
epogque par ses brillanis savants:
Khali El-Bakri, Abdallah El-Charkaoui,
Mohamad Ei-Mahdi, Soliman El-Fay-
youmi et Hassan El-Attar.



Cest par ses avantages et
prérogatives que I'Azhar devint, sans
conteste, le grand maitre de la cult-
ure dars tous les pays arabes et

~‘musulmans pendant les 7éme, S¢me

et 9éme siécle de ['Hegire et clest

7 ainsi qu’il a pu sauver et conserver

% Vexistence méme de la langue arabe

et empécher la décadence des lettres

jIi- lien, entre l'ancien et le nouveau
§+ ‘monde littéraire, aurait été incontes-
« tablement rompu.

Mais, ce n'est pas tout: une
autre épreuve menaga la langue arabe
du fait de linvasion turque; et cette

fois aussi c'est 4 I'Azhar que revient
fi- le mérite de Vavoir détournée. Au

Tl

début du 10éme siécle, et plus
Y. exactement en l'an 923 de I'Hégire,
le Suitan Salim conquit I'Egypte et
¥ la Syrie. et, de ce fait, le Califat
devint Ottoman et non plus Abbas-
b side. La capitale de IIslam devint
Constantinople et non plus le Caire,
et la langue officielle devint ainisi le
Turc. Le conquérant sejournerent huit
mois en Egypte pour la dépouiller
de ses plus précieux joyaux: & savoir
- ses livres et ses objets d’art, héritage
;'. laisse par les artistes de geénie, tous
‘ anciens ¢leves de I'Azhar dont les
' oeuvres remontaint aux trois siécles
¥’ précédant Vinvasion turque. De plus,
B0 ces conquérants ont vite fait de
) substituer leur langue a la langue
¥« arabe dans les diverses administra-

1
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tions de I'Etat et de pers¢euter Parabe
dans les ¢coles, 0 tel point qu'ils
faisalent enseigner, en turc les regles
de la grammaire arabe, en Syrie et
en Iraq. Il en est résulté qu'un fot
de mots et de termes antiques et de
pure arabe disparuent de la compo-
sition en vers et en prose. Dol en
épais nuage de téncbres et de despo-
tisme qui couvrit les dmes et un
dédain de la part des gouvernants
pour tout ce qui est science ou savoir,
arrétant ainsi tout progrés et tout

mouvement littéraire ou scientifique.

Cependant, ayant sont rendu Tur-
gque en Egypte (politique, administrati-
on, armée, enseignement, ...), les enva-
hisseurs n’osérent toucher ni méconn-
aitre I’Azhar, car ils furent saisis de
sa majest¢ et de son passé glorieux.
Ils vinrent, recueillis, frapper a sa
porte pour solliciter aide et conseils,
toutes les fois qu'ils se trouvaient
en difficult¢é ou qu'un événement
grave surgissait. Le Sultan Salim lui-
méme l'a visite plus d'une fois, sois
pour y prier, soit pour y implorer la
benédiction divine.

Bien avant l'invasion ottomane,
V'Azhar avait deja conquis la Turquie,
non par la force des armes, mais
par ses ses scicnces et ses
lettres. Plus d'un Turc y a cludié et
perfectionn¢ connaissances  en
arabe jusqu'a pouvoir y composer des
vers ou écrire des livres.

livres,

SE5
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G) 1l a assur¢ et assure a ses
professeurs et 4 ses cleeves les moy-
ens de vivre et de s'instriure en leur
fournissant le logement le couvert,
Yhabillement et les livres

7) 1l a ouvert ses Portes aux
réfugics gui ont fui les Mongols pour
sauver leur foi, leurs sciences et leurs
leitres. Cet exode des savants vers
I'Egypte, de tous les pays d'orient et
d'occident, contribua dans une large
mesure a l'épanouis sement des sci-
ences et des lettres. Il nous rappelle
'exode des savants du christanisme
de constanioninople a Rome, ce qui
contribua a la renaisseuce des scien-
ces et des lettres en Italie;

8) Les
soutenu et encouragé materiellement

rois  Ayoubites l'ont
et moralement, car, bien qu'ils fussent
Kurdes, ces rois parlaient la langue
arabe et avaient adopté les lettres
et les coutumes arabes. Bon nombre
d’entre eux s'est rendu célebre en
poésie, en sciences ou en histoire,
tels les rois Al Moawad Emadéddine
et Al Aldal Aly Salahéddine,

Ce dernier O ait

Ibn
faible et
simple, tut detrone par Adel Abou
Balr Ll Aziz.

alors recours i zes talents de poéles

rol, qui

et son rére Il a eu
Pour solliciter Vaide au Calife Abba.
sside. 1l lui adressa en pure langue

arabe un bon poéme digne d'étre cite.

( Citation

arabe )

du poéme en lengue

De
Jouks donnerent 4 VAzhar

levr cGté, les rois Mame-

tout leur
appui car ils avaient adopté 'Egypte
comme patrie, I'lslam comme religion
et I'arabe comme langue. On compte
parmi ces rois plus d'un excellent
poete, & n'en citer que le Calife
Kanse El Chouri.

Ces Mamelouke favoriserent les
savants, encouragerent les hommes
de lettres, les professeurs et les au-
teurs, aidant ainsi Al Azhar a former,

sous leur égide ces grands maitres
et ces auteurs de génie doués par la
nature et inspires par Dieu qui con-
fierent a leurs oeuvres les tresors
de leur sapesse et la richesse de
leur savoir.

Nous n'en citons que les plus
célebres; (Gamal El Dine lbn Mansour,
Gamal El Dine Ibn Hicham, Chamse-
ddine Al Nouéri, Ibn Fadlallah Al
Omary Chamseddine Al Zahali, Al
Hafez Ibn Hogre Al Assalgui, Abil
Abbas Al Kalakachandi, Taquié¢ddine

Al-Aivni,
Badreddine

Al Magrizi, Ba-draddine
Serageddine  Al-Balkini,
Addamassini, Chamscddine Assakh-
aoui, Kamaléddine
Galaleddine  Assioutti, Taqui¢ddine
Al-Kouchaiyri, plus connu sous le
nom de lbn Dakik El-Omdah.

Addoumaiyri,
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des dependances de FEmPire Ottomn
ern Pan 925 de Videgire.

Vous voyes par la gue les
Ariihes ont ¢1¢ ainsi contraints, pend-
autl OO ans, & navon niopouvolir, ni
royaume et que, tant de leurs pavs que
leurs richesses morales et matcrielles
devinrent la proic des Mongols, des
Turcs, des Persans, des Cherkess, et,
plus tard des Ispagnols. Etant tous
sauvages et ill¢ires, ces vandales
deétruisirent les monuments et objets
d’'art et sc livrérent au viol. Mais,
le coup le plus dur a ¢été porté a la
langue, a ses sclences et & ses
lettres; car ces vandales incendiérent
les bibliothéques, fermérent les écol-
es, démolirent les observatoires et

tuérent les savants.

Il en fut de méme a Boukhara
et en Andalousie, ol Tatares, Europ-
éens et Croisés se sont révalises de
cruauté et de vandalisme.

Si donc la langue arabe aurait
disparu par_ les malheurs des temps,
4 linstar de ses
mort aurait

soeurs sémites, sa
¢t¢ dans la nature des
choses et dans la logique de 'histoi-
re. Elie demeura pourtant la langue
de Ia religion. des sciences, de 'Etat
¢t de la nation. tant au Maghreb, en
Egypie et en Syrie, qua la presqu,
ile arabique ct dans tous les pays
arabes. De plus, n'ctait ce Je fanati-

sme des Persans ctu l'orgueil des

Tures, oo auralr continue o étre o

langue de fous os Mosubians

A

Clest done ordee o 7ot que
celte lancue o owmtiiee @ vivie mal
ure les epreuves du temps et la ch-
ute du pouvoir des mwains de ses
enfants. Llle & subsiste grice O cette
institution et aux priérogatives

anles .

51y -

1) L'Azhar est de pure essence

arabe pur sa nature et son miliey’;

2) Il est situe & égal distance
entre le Proche et le Moyen Orient;
ce qui fait de lui le render vous des

uns comme des autres;

3) 1l est prés du Hégaz et sur
le chemin des pelerins et des sava-
nts explorateurs de I'Afrique et de
I'’Andalousie :

4) 1l a formé un grand nombre
de savants, maitres, jurisconsultes et
littérateurs qui ont reéuni et groupe
les principes ¢pars de la langue, des
sciences et de lettres en de grands
volumes semblables aux encycloped-
ies;

5) Il occupe dans les coeurs de
les Musuimanps et de tous les
hommes d’Etat un rang de saintcte,
ce qui lut a permis de resoudre
certaines difficultés d'ordre politique
et social.;

tous
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le Judaisme pour I'Hébreu, le Chris-
tianisme pour le Syriaque, et Vislam
pour I'Arabe, ces trois lanoues auraie-
nt cesser d'exister. Toutefois, la dif-
ference entre
est celie

existences

I'ame et e
souffle de l'agonie, ou entre ['étre
vivant et ses traces.

ces trois
existant entre

L'Azhar, qui est I'heritier de la
prophétie, le protecteur de la foi et
le propagateur du Culte ne peut qu'-
assoir sa noble mission sur ces deux
bases : La religion et la langue. Cette
missioch a été si bien remplie que le
monde de V'Islam lui confia son com-
mandement et lui décerna son auréole
de gloire.

Il est vrai que d'autres écoles
Ou mosquces pourraient pretendre
avoir pris part, avec I'Azhar, 4 I'évo-
lution et & I'épanouissement des
sciences relatives au Coran eta la
langue, telles que les ¢coles et les
mosquces institués les  sultans
au Caire, i Damas, 2 Alep, a Baghdad,
a Nagaf, a Cordoue, & Zaitounah et
en Cyréne, et dont les plus céebres
Ctaient : Al-Nasriah, Al-Kamhia, Al-
Salahieh, Al-Mouaidia, Al-Mansouria,
Al-Chaikhounia, Al Zahiria, Al Kami-
liah et Al Nizamiah,

par

Cependant, ces ecoles, dont la
plupart a cesse d'exister, ne purent,
leur vie durant, et prises ensemble
ou separément, disputer & I'Azhar

Fhonneur insigne d'avoir assurer ju-
sque’ jours l'existence de la
langue comme interprite de la scie-
nce et

nas

comme  [iten unissant les

Musulmans.

Mes chers auditeurs.

La langue du Coran a traverse
deux ¢preuves noire qui auraient pu
consommer sa perte, sans le secours
divin :

La premiére de ces épreuves
lut linvasion des Mongols survenue
au milieu du septicme siécle, époque
i laquelle le Royaume des Abbassides
était déchir¢ par l'antagonisme des
Persans ‘et des Turcs et par les que-
relles entre Chiites et Sunnites. Ces
circonstances portérent atteinte au
prestige et & la majesté du Califat
et Permirent & Holaco de lui, porter
le coup fatal en l'an 656.

De plus, le Royaume des Om-
mayades en Andalousie fut dechire
par les barbares et les esclaves
affranchis qui le partagérent entre
eux en petits Etats, ce qui a permis
aux Européens de I'avaler bouchée
par bouchée et de l'engloutier ensu-
ite en prois lacile en lI'an 898.

Ce fut ensuite le tour du
Royaume des Fatimites en Egypte
et en Syrie, qul entre les
mains des Ayoubites puis dese
Mamlouks pour ensuite devenir une

tomba



oo est de mome pour ia

Biblte .
dans i¢

PEvangile qui ne se lisemt

mocle e Chrétientd gue
traduits dans I langue du pays on
on les Lit. O, cos Livres nont laisse
quune taible inlluence sur ios oeuv-
res littéraires des pays de Chrétien-
té, jusqu'au jour onu ils ont ¢té trad-
uits en la langue latine et au vieux
teuton.

Il wen est pas de méme pour
le Coran : cer les
toujours cru, et aveg raison, gue la
langue arahe dans
révelé fait partie inteorale de Vess-
ence mcoéme do Vislam, paree
d'interpréte 4 T'inspiration
divine, de laneue 4 son  saint livre
de moven {4 sa predacaiiou, et de
mircal & son Prophéte. Celte langue
par le
Prophete grice i ses discoures et &

Musimans ont
iaquelle il a ote

quelle
a servi

a été par la suite polissie
ses enseignements “Hadith”, comme
elle a ct¢ propagée par l'islam et
rendue cternelle par 1'cternel Coran.

vraiemernt le
Qurén qu'en cette langue et la prie-
re n'est point la priére s’elle n'etait
pas recitée en elle Aussi, s'empress-
ent ils de l'apprendre, de la parler,
de s'en servir pour ¢crire, d'en  dev-
enir fanatques de prendre sa défense.
C'est ainsi qu'elle prit lieu et place
de persan en Iraq, du Grec en Syrie
de Copte en Egypte et du Berbére
au Magreb. Ainsi est elle devenue a

Le Coran n'est
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epogue Abbaside (seiv epoque Ta plus
Prospoery da lanoue de fa religion ce-
aeode T scievee, de fa politique et de
Fadiminishration dais ja plus grande
partie de ancien  wionde, les Mus-
ulmans, quelle que tut leur race, po-
uvaient sc transporter dans n'importe
quelle contrée de leur monde islam-
ique comme §'ils se deplacaient dans
leur piopre
uue difficulte 4 parler
afiaire.

patrie, n¢ trouvant auc-
traiter une

Puis, les Musuimans s'adonnér-
ent enticrement au Coran. Il devient
leur pricre dans la Mosquee, le rég-
ulateur de leur vie dans la maison,
comme dans 1o travail, et organisa-
teur de leur gouvernementi. Ses pre-
cedtes senracinérent dans leurs imes
coniondirent

et ses inspirations  se

aveco leur nature. I imprima ses
traces sur lears langues, leurs cocurs
et leurs Aucun autre
hvre divin n'a produit aurant d'influ-

ence sur scs adeptes.

reglements.

Il en est réesulte que la  culture
musulmane se trouve assise sur deux
bases ; & savoir: la religion et ses
diverses sciences et la langue et ses

arts connus. Ces deux bases se ser-

rent et s'entrelacent, car, sans la
langue arabe, llslam s'obscurcit et
s'affaiblit, et, sans [I'Islam, l'arabe

perd son ¢lan et sa vie.

Les langues semitiques doivent
leur subsisitance aux religions : Sans



Saint les  mots  arabes  sont
devenus plus doux, la composition
plus ratfinée et l'expression plus
précise. C'est dans le divin Coran
que la langue a puisé la force de la
logique, la variété des idees et la
profondeur de la pensée. Cest le
Coran qui a été a la base des scien-
ces nouvelles jusqu'alors inconnues ;
telles que les lois charitable et les
préceptes litiéraires dont les matiéres
ont €t¢ conservées par les régles et
les dictionnaires et dont le cercle a
¢té élargi par les mots choisis et les
termes appropriés. (C'est ainsi que
prirent naissance la grammaire (Al-
Sarf), la syntaxe (Al-Nahou) et le
“deriveé (Al-Ichtiqaq) pour empécher
que les fautes soient commises lors
de la lecture du Saint Livre.

que

D’autres scienes virent le jour
telles que les figures de style ct de
réthorique et des idées (“Al-Maani’
" Al-Bayanc'. Al-Baddic, ) et ce en
vue darriver a comorendre et a
faire ressortir les beautcs divines et
inimitables du Coran. (est dans ce
méme but qu'on s'est mis a Potude
de la langue, des racines et de I'ety-
mologie des mots { ‘Hm Al-Lougha )
et de la littérature ou art litteraire
( “ Al-Adab’). Quant aux sciences du
* Handith

(maximes, sapesses ot

commandements enseignés par Je
Prohéte ), du " Qussouls " ( bases

organiques des sciences juridiques ),
du * Fikh " ( esneignements des lois

du
( interpretation du Coran ), ces scie-

rehigieuses ), et enlin " Tafsir ™
nces n'ont ¢4 créces qu'en vue dy
puiser les lois qui doivent régir le

monde de llslam.

C'est donc le Coran qui a unifié
arabe, qui Ya propagée
partout et qui I'a conservée pendant
14 siécles environ sans usure ni
faiblesse ni alteration aucune, ainsi
que le proclame Dieu Lui-Méme
lorsqu’ll dit: “C’est Nous Qui avons
revelé le Coran et c’est Nous certai-
nement qui Le” conservont.

la langue

Or, pour apprendre le Coran,
il faut nécessairement apprendre sa
langue.

De  1'¢fude I'histoire des
religions l'on constate que nulle reli-
gion divine ou terrestre, & part I'[stam,

de

n'‘a conserve la langue originaire de
son Livre. Seul le Coran a porté sa
langue arabe @ toutes les nations de
I'Orient et de 'Occident durant 1380
annees; et, cetlte langue a conserve,
{a travers les siecles et les pays, son
entité, sa fortce et son génie.

L.es Livres des autres religions
ne se lisent que traduits, sauf dans
le pays ou le Livre a été écrit. Seuls
les servants de ces religion, ou peu
d'entre cux, ditiennent ot connaissent
12 langue d'origine. Ainsi, les livres
de Bouddha ne se lisent, en Chine ou
au Japon, que traduits en Chinois ou
en Japonais.
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Giste on dignorance se propaged, e
Califat &altaiblit, Te secours disparut

ei fe peupie courba les ¢chines.

L'Azhar signific aussi la deux-
ieme “Kibla”, (le point de mire) vers
laquelle les Musulmans dirigent leurs
prieres et leurs coeurs, dans tous
les pays du monde, pour chercher,
la faveur de ses lumiéres, le Chemin
de la verité et la voie vers Dieu.

L'Azhar signifie le refuge du
peuple opprimé toutes les fois que
le despotfisme le secoue et que le
gouverneur l'oppresse. C'est en lui
que ce peuple a toujour trouve un
asile sir et un prolecfeur puissant.

L'Azhar signifie cette Universi-
t¢ mondiale vers laquelie affluent, de
tous les continents, les étudiants de
toutes races, et de toutes les
couleurs pour Ctudier les lois et les
regles de la religion et pour qu’ ensu-
enstite, ronteés dans leur pays, ils v
préchent le bien et appelent i la ver-
tu, ne wvivant par la ni fortune, ni

les

grandeur. i celobritc,

C'est fe lieu beni et hospitalicr
gui aente les pieux les ascetes, les
predicateurs, les reciteurs de Coran-
et les porteurs dos henedictions.

L Azhar signitie la base spiritu-
clle redoutée par  les colonisateurs
qui fait pour la reduire,

mais qui désespeéres de la saper pour

ont tant

en cviter la lorce et le prestige, lui,
tendirent  une
attirer et en exploiter Iinfluence.

main latteuse pour

C'est le foyer national qui attisa
toutes les revolutions  contre la
corruption, qui a formé¢ les porte-
étendards des guerres saintes et qui
a servi de téte et de main aux
mouvements libérateurs des Arabes,
leur insuflant 'Ame et en leur
prétant la force. Il a fait la guerre
a l'invasion francais sous le com-
mandement de six de ses savants
Ulémas. 1l s’est révolté contre le
despostisme Turc, sous le commande-
ment. de son recteur Abdallah El-
Charkaoui, contre la tyrannie du
Khédive, sous le commandement de
son fils azhariste Abhmad Orabi et
contre Yoccupaton britannique, sous
la conduite de son autre fils azhari-
ste Saad Zaghloul.

en

L'Azhar sigoifie donc tous ces
faits grandicses que {ai cités et
d'autres fails aussi nobles que
meritoires.

Cependant, je ne vous parlerai
l'oeuvre bienfaisante
ce qut a trait & la

ce soir gue de
de
langue arabe.

I’Azhar en

Mes chers auditeurs.

I.'onevre bicnfaisante de 'Azhar,
en ce qui a trait a la langue arabpe,
trouve sa source dans les bienfaits
du Coran. Cest grice a ce Livre
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COMMENT UAZHAR A ETE ET DEMEURE LA
FORTERESSE DE LA LANGUE ARABE

AR

MAITRE AHMAD HASS5AN AL -ZAYYAT

Mes Chers Auditeurs,

reunis  au sein de
“Al-Avhar”, ot
Universite

Nous voicl
PAzhar. De ce
enfend
Musulmane  ou
sciences - " religion et de fa lan-
gue. Mais, our le crovant, moditant
qui s'en souvien:
tenant ]Amc en
dispositions naturelles poar o se faire

mot,
une illustere

'on  censeigne  les

Ou Qui vopenetre,
cverl el muni de

des liens. Spirituels aver son passe
lumineux ¢t son histoire  Charge de
gloire, le mot “Ab Azhar”
des indices, des souvenirs et
réminiscences  cqui remplissent

de recueillement, de majeste et de
ravissement. Oui, le mot “Al-Azhar”
est un de ces mots géneraux qui ren-
ferme tant de signifiapions, sa pron-
onciation révele et son

tvoque
des
I'iime

et réveille ;
sens rayonne et c'est un

temps et un espace; c’est une relig-

inspire :
ion, un monde ¢t une histoire,
L’Azhar signifie entre ses autre

sens le phare qui s'éleva sur le chemin
du grand appel vers Dieu, dont 'édifice

|
|

est rest® incbranlable au plus fort de
cataclysmes et dont la lomicre s'est
propagée malgr¢ les tourments des
tempdites Clest Jui qui a conduit les
peuples de 'lslam, dans les nuits des
malheurs et dans le tourbillon des
aguerres, vers j¢ sajut, la dignite et
I'unit¢. L'Azhar signilie pour nous le
rempart qui a protégce et sauvegarde
la culture arabe durant plus de mille
ans, eun veillant sur elle et en  aug-
mantant les richesses pour les distri-
buer aux assoiffcs de la science.
en Orient comme en Occident : et ce,
aux jours ol lignorance et la meéc-
reance venalent de saper les bases
de cette langue, & Baghdad et en

Andalousie,

Al-Azhar signifie aussi le rem-
part derriere lequel s'abrita la langue
arabe pour se couvrir des attaques
de la * Chéoubia ™, et de dialect-
vulgaires secte turco-persane hostile
a {tout ce qui est arabe) & l'époque
a laquelle la langue arabe devint efra-
ngere et a laquelle le pouveir passa
aux mains des Turcs:; ¢poque bien



. tive - measure in

to choose the suitable judoments and
rules.

Gentlemen @ such junisprudential
legacy was not soundly understood
because of the old style of writing.
Today civilization has developed and
mentality has changed and it is nec-

essary that both education and boo-

ks should be in accordance with

the necessities of the present age.
is the

Gentlemen : That third

L% tribulation which Arabic is undergo-

ing today and which is no less har-
mful than its two predecessors. The-
refore Al Azhar should take a posi-
this regard to
“foil the conspiracies, to launch a
~ counter campaign and to be in a
state of alertness against those who-
se ignorance and whims despoil the
language of the Quran to undermine
the bonds of the Arabs.

The Azharites, who carried this
noble mission and the
Noble Messace of the Prophet for
more than ten centuries,
prepared 1o detend their language
and religion so long as they are
sincerc in their struggle and as long
as thev consider themselves God’s
soldiers by whom God defeats the
hostile enemy at any time in battle,

conveyed

are quite
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As a result they live to sacrifice
their lives as soldiers. work as lead-

ers and abandon the world tust like

the prophets,

{(iod, the almighty, has guaran-
teed for the Arabic the survival of
its eloguence and brilliance as long
as the Quran exists. By your endea-
vours and ours, ()’ sincere Azharites,
God has fulfilled his promise and He
is the best of Truthful.

Frrata

In the last issue of Al-
Azhar Magazine the para. 4,
page 17 has been as follows:
“ It is not reasonable or custo-
mary that the consent
individual is considered
validity of some action”.

of an
in the

Addenda

This paragraph sheuld have
bean read as follows : “It is not
reasonable or customary that the
consent of an individual is to be
considered in the validity of some
actions meanwhile his personal
practice in connection with the
same actions is disregarded”.

the Editor




of religion due to the tact that lan-
guage is a collection of words whe-
reby people express  their thougihts
and opinions. Suc thougnls and opl-
nions do and the Peouole
cannot stay dumb Jorever while see-
ing the objeciives meanings
reproduce and develop as a result
of the discoveries of science

and civilization.

not  end

and

new

However those who had exist-
ed after the rise of Islaim and were
not purely Arabs, were not entitled
to invent new words in the langua-
ge. This previlege was confined to
the trustworthy pure Arabs of the
urban society tell the end of the
second century aiter Hijra; and fo
the Beduins of the desert till the end
of the fourth century after Hijra. This
gave birth to overwhelming
prevalence of the colloquial language
over the classical one and tightened
the sphere of the classical in the
classes of savants, literary ligures,
poets and writers 1o use it in their
writings to the Kings and the elite.

the

This was because the people
oreferred in understanding the easy
style and use the common and attai-
nable. And when the language laggs
behind and is no longer adaPtable
to the needs ot time and the current
daily life; it wonid obviously mean that
it is stagnant and will tace
vitable which s

its ine-

end complete
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annthilation and will be supperseded
by the calluguial dialects.

The syood  ob Arabic ianpuage

-

has  beceme aware of  this danger
and theretore adopted a suogestion
which I offered &s to open the door
for the contemporary grammarians
to invent words in the language
according to the rules of derivation;
to reicase the analogy
from traditional obstacle ; to
liberate the hearing from the fetters
of tme and space to comprise
everything that is used by the diffe-
rent classes of society such as mas-
ons, carpenters and other artisans;
and to legalise the invented words
and make it similar to the old ones.
On this basis, the Synod of Arabic
Language has made its medium lex-

icon which will appear shortly afte-

linguistic
any

rwords.

The case of religion is quite
differcnt. Its doors were widly open
for the well equipped and prepared
who expressed their
opinions and views. These various
opinions were abundantly expressed

savants free

and made the Islamic Jurisprudence
full of sound judgments and good
rules which sutficed the needs of the
Muslims and solved their social
legal problems. Therelore the Islamic
Jurisprudence had been quite  satisf-
actory for the nceds ot the Muslims
and

and

they devoted their endeavours



style and its words have no rules
for guidance whatsoevr. Consequently
its attainment does not require any
book or schocl but can be achieved
by any doorkeeper or servant or

layman. In other words, it means the

‘separation of literature from religion,

severing the ties between the past
and the present and weakening the

& bonds amongst the Arabs.

- memorization of

I am of the opinion that it

~cannot be effectively amended except

by the old method, namely, the full
comprehension of its secrets, the
adequate apprehension of its gram-
matical rules and the wholehearted
its literatures, The
implementation of this requires the
unflagging efforts and continual seri-
ousness, as regards the preparation
of efficient teachers, sulticient kno-
wledge and fruitlui experience as
regards the carriculum, good taste
and sound logic as regards the ma-
king of hooks.

The Azharite book which we
have studied and to which we still
make our references, is a treasure
of knowiedge but lacks the easiness,
good classification and representation.
The difierence between such books
and the modern ones is like the differ-
ence between a spice shop in Al Gho-
rreyah (a Popular quarter in Cairo) and
& commercial house in Kasr El Nil
(the centre of the city of Cairo ).
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The old shop may have
ornaments or trades but bad
tion of which weakens the vogue

therein and decreases its value.

precious
¢xhibi-

Practically speaking, if we pre-
sent the Azbarite books in an intere-
sting and palatable manner, they be
lessons or lectures or notes or books,
then this would render its fruits
attainable and would facilitate the
task of the students to comprehend
without difficulty or hardship.

The mission of Al Azhar, as
1 have already mentioned, is built on
two. pillars, religion and
language. But it actually carries this
mission out in a difterent manner.
Tkis 1s due to the fact that religion
is perfect being the work of God
while language is imperfect because
it is the product of man. So loeng as
religion is perfect and divine, it
cannot be affected by the environ-
ment or by the passage of time or
by civilization and science. It is
ever new, ever valid, and ever solid.
In contrast with this, the language
being imperfect, is subject to corru-
ption, stagnaton and backwardness.
Likewise 1t is subject to increase,
reconstruction and development.

namely,

the
is

Therefore development of

the language a necessary and
natural matter. Because the language

cannot be like the established facts
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Frr

Nevo stheless the concise romiti-

nder a! oo seienees cannot aftord

of both language  wnd

that

the existe o

literature. 1% is  truc maodem

educationas! institutions Provide Ior

the graduation of a
number oi students in the sphere ol

considerable

Arabic language but they are by no
means sinilar to those gradnates ol
prominerice from Al-Azhar and savans
like Mochammed Abdou, Saad Zaohi-
oul, Al Manfalouti, Al Bishii,
Taba Hussein. Nor are they Jike tne
graduates from Darul Aloum such as
Shaweesh, Al Mahdi, Al Khodari, Al-
Sakandari and Al do
they bear any sembiance to the gra-

and

{Garem . nor

duates of (he Higher Schoo! of Isla-
mic Jurisdiction like Ahmed Amin,
Azzam and Al Khouli. Furthermore,

they
the Suprene Scheol ef Teachers (Al
Mullimeen ; like Al Mazni,
and Abcre Hadeed. They are also dis-

differ  from  the graduates of

Shukri,

receivod
their education and knowledge trom
the bonk. of Al-Azhar, such as Al
Aqqgad, A Refei, Shawki and Hafiz
in Egyp:: tne Bustanis, the Yazzigis,
Al Sheo . nk, Al Khsurl
in Lebuncn: Al Maghrabi, Al Shehabi,
Gabri and Al Tantawi in Syria; Al

Rassati, Al Zahawi, Kashif El Ghetaa,

tinct from those «ho have

Matran and

Al Shabii and Al Athari in Iraq;
Al Naskashibi and Al Sakakini in
Palestine.

“ luture,
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Gentemen o tranklye speaking, |

am o one ot the sopportetrs of the

reconciliction betaeen the classical
and the colloguial Arabic. My meth-
od in e Synod of the Arabic Lang-
nage s ¢4 cuonhy the classical Arab-

ic with the words and  expressions
of modern civilization which colloqu-
tal Janguape is full of, in order to
hridge the gnif between the dialects,
By virtue of such a trend and thro-
ugh the medium of the press, brode-
asting and education, these two dia-
lects will become ore integral lang-
uage which comprises the character-
istics ol the classical of the

correct eloguence

Arabic

style, abundance,

and brilliance; and the characterisit-

ics of the colloyuial Language of
dynam-

ism, refreshment and obviousness.

adequacy, natural character,

trend

the
grammatical rules and which deprives
the
and makes it void of any elcquence ;

But with regard to toe

that calis for the negiiczoece of

language ot its  britliant  style
and consequentlv it cannot serve as
the link between and the
anymore to

@ather us in our general terms: it must

our past
and i3 unable
be said that such trend cannot by

any means be propagated by any

. Sertous man, and cannot be listened

|
i
|
|

l

{0 by any sound

If we
leit things to continue this way, then

individual.

the colloguial language would prevail
because of its irequent repetition in



environicent ooaite  science is unive-
rsal. oenuere 140 ke the soul to
the Hoey Cabhe the blood which

flows (i oo onian being's veins whion
creates e - csonality of the inde-
pendent individual and portrays the
picture of ‘e unique people. Literatu-
re constitutes certain breed, lancuage.
taste, envirommnent, mentalitv. beliet,
historv and traditions while science
is something ditiernt from the above-
mentioncd. Therefore it is permissible
for us to borrow from others what
might perfect our science but we
are by no means allowed to borrow
any type of literature to bhe rebrese-
ntative of ours.

The studv of Arabic in fac,
after graduating from Colleges, in
an authentic and productive manner
does not! lemand much elfort and
time sindy of Frercn and
Engiish {3 they seek in the age of
spec.d i cany and  teasible objec-
tives in sn s uoas science and produc-
tion are coneemed. Whenever criti-
cism is ‘eveiled against them in
respect ol thoir method ol approach
{ is very often met with

as e

to studies. 1
grudoe and spiteful sentiments. Wise
that
unaware o the rules of their respe-
ctive lancuage are not considered
neithier in nor olden literal-
ure as e authors or poets or nov-
ellists.

critics claim authors who are

modern

When people read newspapers
and book: and do not grasp any
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ogrammatical crrors which might rev-
eul the jonorance of the author and
thereby him to t"e general
reading public then one  must reme-
soldiers ol the
who are called correctors
and who devote night and day in
the Press publish'ng houses correct-
ing grammatical mistakes and stren-
othening the style ol the Arabic lang-
uage.

aXpOse
mber the unknown
Azharites

facilitate the
students of the Arabic
in respect of the rules of
Grammar, Morpholegy and Rhetoric
but it is barmfiul and detrimental to

It is no harm to
task of the

language

exaggerate the importance ol such
therefore  better to
mitigate the difficulties of the various

practice. [t 13

intercretations an justifications thro-
ugh which grammarians had philos-
and to

ophized grammar, eradicate

- the contradictory forms of declension

which are nothing but mere remai-
nders of the dilterent dialects of the
pre-Islamic era and which convert
the right to mistake and vice versa
and thereby tend {0 coniuse the

minds of the general readers.

But it is
means to deprive
Arabic  of their
strength, fertility and cxpansion in
skeleton
but lacks

detrimental by all

the sciences ot
characteristics  of
the same manner as the
which possesses a

the soul and fiesh.

form



impassable obstacle. He
the extreme whenrn be

resorts  fo
calls for abso-
lute liberty to the writer {n CNPTEsSS
the way he likes.

This is the state of the graduate
who has literary inclinations by
nature. As for the common graduate,
unfortunately, he continues his shal-
low knowledge by reading the simple
works as represented in the colloquial
stories which deceive common sense ;
or in the humourous magazines which
stimulate sexual cravings. The rea-
ders are sop excessively interested
in this type of literature that worth-
less writers have indulged immensely

in the production of such pornogra- |

phic and base literature and which
is most harmful to society, In addition
to this there is also the prevalence
of the Western literature with all jts
doctrines, trends and defects which
have a great influence upon the
niinds of youth who have had access
to this fragile and worthless literary

culture.

Such half baked knowledge has
made them ignorant of their own
literature and their language and
bast history. Those adherents of
French culture and iiterature, for
ins'tance, are fully aware of Hugo
and do not know who is Al-Muta-
nabbi; they study Voltaire and not

- 13 —

. Al-Gahiz ; ard read La Martine not
. Al-Badec. Ilence as a result of this

trend and attitude, there arises the
dependence of our literature on the
literature of the Waestern writers.
This dependence has afiected the
literature of our young writers. The-
refore one could notice that their
style, critical views and opinions are

very often identical or else similar

to these of their Western contem-
poraries. Even Symbolism, which is
the outcome of the complexed self
and the clouded horizon, has found
admirers here who are endeavouring
to propagate it in the Arab World
which is known as the land of the
barren desert, of the shining sun,
and of simple nature. Similarly atte-
mpts _ are - being made to apply
the principles of Existentialism, which
is the product of dissolute morality,
abnormal taste and libertine instinct,
to Arabic which is the language of
the Divine Revelation that honoured
man and made him superior to ani-
mal by virtue of certain previleges
of religion and morality.

The case of literature is not the

that of This is
literature relates 1o noble
instincts and sentiments and balanced
minds while science is meant for all

same as science.

because

people without any distinction. Lite-
rature is the outcome of certain



of poetry. prose and criticism.  From
these two calegories the literary
moevement derived its inspiration  as
woell as ity vilal factors to become
flourishing, advanced, briliiant and
eternal.

This old method had produced
many distinguished literary figures
“who were responsible for the prese-
rvation of the language, gave it a
new life and laid the foundations of
a modern literary renaissance. There
are in the Arab world still a small
groud of these literary men of noble
repute who are discovering the sccre-
ts of their language and deeply eng-
rossed in their literature. But it must
be remembered that their places In
the literary world would fall vacant
at some future date and there would
arise a problem, namely, would there
be successors to undertake tiis mis-
sion of literature and would they be
entrusted with the legacy of the
language ? It is Al-Azhar alone that
could supply the answer to this
query. It is by virtue of its charact-
eristics the only refuge and asylum
of the language in the past and in
the future.

As for the other institutes, it
frankly stated that these
render the inpression of
pessimizsm.  This must be attributed
to their poor curriculum which has
but the slightest rules of grammar
and to the superficial and scanty

must Dg
institutes

|
|

examination.

education which has no object exc-
ept to make the student pass an
The original volumes,
for instance, are summarized and the
concise books are further abridged
leaving nothing left in the memory
ot the student save vague language
which makes no sense. In addition
to this the distaste of the youth to
look tor the serious and useful
studies of the language and literature
which hampers them to penetrate in-
to the ocriginal sources and attracts
them only to search in the subsidiary
branches which satisfies their needs
just to enable them to pass an exami-
nation and obtain a certificate. When
the student graduates with this poor
educational background and finds
himselt amidst the treasures of Ara-
bic literature, he develops a tenden-
cy to disregard such works because
he lacks the gualifications which such
treasures of literalure demand. Inst-
ead he resorts to the cheap literatu-
re of the West to quench his thirst
and takes it as an example to be
fullowed. As soon as he finds hims-
elf capable of producing some piece
of literary work, he finds that altho-
ugh he is possessed with the creative
faculties, he connot find the correct
language to express his thoughts nor
can he develop a style which would
impress his readers. Consequently he
becomes disgusted and rebels and
assunes that the rules of the langu-
longer valid and that
declension of the word is an

age are no
the



discreet tannched o campaign
against ¢ - Arabic but encoura-
ged and 1 . oo the colleauiar oy
of the lane oo at the aeds of Brinsd
officials, sooonaries  and  oriepta-

lists. This is doe to the loct that the
colloquial diciects varies from place to
place in (i Arab Jands to such an
extent that cucty dialect couid be consi-
dered an indigenons and independent
language. And ii the classical langu-
age, which is the common lancu-
age, is deirated by any dialect, then
understnading would be ditficult and
impossible. he faith would weaken,
refationships would sever, unity w.uld
be dissipaicd and

strenoth would

_vanish. It would thus be easy ior the

Imperialis's t¢ devour the Arab cou

ntries onc 2o oone without evperiens-

ing any Do i difticuity or resisto

qnce.

Foiianiel s

destructive
movemoent! Lo ended in uiter failure
as a resuis

i the the

Arabs zuit tiis spelled the doom  of

vighanve  of
the Imperiilisis in the East.

The
beset the " ribic language was igno-
rance wiii- o foliswed
this crivi:inal trend,
meant th:
their
of its scien: o«

~econd  tribulation  which

imnerialism in
By iunorance 1s
ronsrance of the Arabs of
lane page  and neglect
_ and literature.  This
is the ofience of the modern school

their

11

which lauved alter passing considera-

Lie time apd to
unders-

Boeoreads, the writer

Many experiences,
pit G the readder who can
tand what who
cubtural

has a

backgrounu and the
intellect who is the real originator.

The proot of this failure is ma-
niest trom the fact that the student
devoles more than ten years during
the he had been
incessantly studying Arabic and wh-
en the approaches for him to
exnress ins optnions, e finds hims-
elt in a difficulty to express his tho-
be orally or in

When hig litercry  aptitude
him 1o express  his

course of  which

1ime

ughts whether it
Writing,
urges ideas in
wriling, he resorls to the colioquial
lappuape  rather  than

the classical

and  caiis ior ike neplivence of the
grammatical rales to make disorder,

errors eod disabitity nrevail,

The geieace of Arabic language
has been stedied in Al-Azhar, Darul
Alown and other similar educational
L.ebancn, Syria, Irag
am! Morocco, Such studies were ma-
rked by protwand characteristics wh-
ich enabled the Promising and  indu-

institutions in

strious students 1o understand, appr-
ebend, justilv and anaivse well. It is
this study which

frivitind nroduced

vood and prolific writers, poets and
critics, 1t also procuced the profess-
who had been

men in  respect

ional litrary figures

viding  the literary
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IaH

Canderl Tng B o ar causes,

Howover the stade allairs

his ey

naneh o eperiodism ol rparanee,

b

As regands pnpenalian, e
H'Ldt ” !'-

g realized the
tie

link the
Muslims all over the world, no mattor

mentlinnedd

fact that bonds which
how distant and different their coun-
tries may be, are fundamentally the
religion and t-e language. The Im-
prialists at one stage considercd the
¢t the Arab

nationalist  movemonts

and Musiim  countries as  mythical
but now thiey  cemphatically believe
that =o long as *he Mohammedan

nation remains united and integral by
virlue of the religion ¢f islam and

b Arahie lu]]g[m:._)"(‘, it will inevit-

ably achieve its independerce and

witl roner or later put an oend w0

the explobiatiors ol imperialism,

France, ‘heretre fnig contingally

atiemnted o ke and wean the

Berbers in Alueria sway fromn thetr
religion Ly propaoting false  wdeeas
and pretenees, and peasisg i endea-
vouring o the Arabs from
the

expunging it

preverit

ssurces of their jangnace by

from he schools and
governmental effices and  organisa-
tions,

But the teachines of God have
becu stronger than the Freuch  trials
and the language of the CGuran more
powerful and decisive than that of the

sword. Lngland being cunning and



but nevertheless these attempls pro-
ved futile as a hole. However,
ing this periad the Arabic
had been removed tfrom its firmaine-
nts of India, Khorasan, Iragq. Romila-
nd and Andalusia. In the Arab dom-
ain it had experienced a very critic-

dar-

language

"al and pitiful stage and was almost
{'*g .on the verge of extinction and being
ik ,:Oumpletely forgotten and neglected.
;"’_l_iut there always remained a ray of

hope that some support would be

" given or forthcoming from whatever

»' L gource to retrieve it from the abys-

77 mal state
" This support which was needed at a

into which it had fallen.

_very crucial stage ultimately came

.

" from Al-Azhar which gave immeasu-
rable support and restored the Ara-
‘bi¢ language to its pristine state cf

~ glory and due to which assistance

Arabic still survives. Hence Azher
became known as tiie saviour of {he
Arabic language to the Arabs and
the Islamic world. Al-Azhar nurtured
it, gave it strength, and protected it
: When the shadow of the Ottomian

JRule receded, God the Almighty,

‘.ﬁg.wﬂled that the sun ol awakening

.. should rise again to cast its brilliant

rays over the length and breadth of

.. the Nile valley and thereafter the

- Arabic language rid itselt of its sub-
= dning forces ;

P

and its historic career
and unique and powerful characteri-

~" stic were restored. Al-Azhar has ever

remained the shelter of Arabic and

the principal cause of its survival

and resurgence.

omce the French occupation il
the reign of Muhammed Ali, Al-Azhar
had been the source ol inspiration
to the populace in their struggle and
to governments in their reformatory.
movements. In its guiding role and
in the forefront of its activities were
many illustrious and eminent Rectors
such as Khalil EiI Bakri, Abdullah El
Aftar and many others of great

repute.

With its vast rescurces of ene-
rgy it has gone ahead with laudable
Pplans and it must be noted with
great pride and deep apPreciation
that it has led a pioneer movement
in that it sent many promising stud-
ents to Furope to Turther their intell-
ectual advancement. The first miss-
jon was composed of the best talen-
ts such as lbrahim El Nabarawi,
Ahmed Hassan El Rashidi, Muhamm-
ed Ali El Bakli, Refaah El Tahtawi,
and Ali Mubarak. This was another
great characteristic of this glorious
institution which had strived to pre-
serve the Arabic language as an int-
egral one.

(Gentlemen : it is therefore quite
evident and manifest to vou all in the
light of the aforementioned fac's stated
that Arabic had been subjected to
great stress and threat of extinclion
during two successive reigns and that



gram:. roneh the mediom

Turk:- veth s Sviin and lrag,
Consi Cthiere was a spread ol
collogi:i. . wnage with words in-
terpolitin foofngely while the eloque-
nce and Lriliiance which were ever

present in the poetry and prose of
the learned and erudite of the past,
made a quick exit from the intellec-
tual and cuitural works in the sphere
of literature. This period was plunged
into persecution and darkness and
the talented lights that once shone
were soon extirguished and an era
of gloom pervaded the whole atmos-
phere mainly due to the lack of
enthusiasm and desire for knowledge
in the ruiers.
The Ty

Sowever dominated

the 0 0 o o0 covernment  in
Egypt i o doman of political,
militsr, dckticien and  edaca-
tiona' ' v Theiy cijorts tn subdue
Azhai on ot in disaster for  the
rease: ot thoe were deeply impres
sed vt ite caltural and religious
magr:ince wnd glory. Hence  they
held it ;. roverence and esteem, and
they <.uo'v from it whatever suppor{
that a- torthcoming  and  Jooked
forwa: - it for mspired solutions
to tho- chemes. Sultan Selim hime
self b wisited it considerably to
seek vt the divine blessings
for hiz » oo,

It should be noted that Azhar

— 8

of 1 made

inroads to the Turkish lands
in the sphere of culture by dissemin-
ating its  knowledge  of  [fiterature
through books and resulted in
the interest shown by Turks to study
the Arabic language. In fact many
Turkish individuals studied and spoke
the Arabic language and even pub-
lished books in Arabic. There arose
eminent personalities and scholars
such as Alfayrouzabadi, Abou A]
Soud, Al-Fanari, Mala Khesrou, Al
Gami, Khugah Zadah, Mala Meskeen,
Maia Lotfi, Haji Khalifa, Tashkebri

Zadah and Ibn Kamal Pascha.

1his

The Turkish Sulians themselves
had studied Arabic and Literature to

the same degree and standard as

Turkish literature. The Arabic lan-
guage had never been weak or
neglected under the Turkish rule

except in the reigns of Sultan Mahmud
the Second and his son Sultan Abdul
Majid the First

the Turkish language and accorded it

when they revived

a great place and cven calied it the

Ottoman Language.

You can conclude, Gentlemen,
from what you have now heard, that
Arabic had undergone many attem-
pts directed towards its exlinction
during the era of Moghul rule and
OQttoman domination which lasted ab-

out three hundred years respectively



hiaed

iy their home, tslam to

aide © it becanse thev

it and

chosen Eyv -
be their re::
,'f;.,; . bic to be ti language. They also
had amongs: them poets like Sulfan
‘Qansawah Al Ghuri. The Mamelukes

gid faith, and A

support to the religious authorities,
=¥ Hterary figares, scholars and authots
: “&h_d encouraccd the intellectual adva-
‘had produced eminent scholars who
pooled their knowledge and propag-

7.¢ ated their ideas and published them.
.. From amongst these scholars there
¥ . . :

#  were many prominent and illustrious

' g personalities such as Gamaluddin son
“r. of Manzour, Jamaluddin ton of Ilis-
ham, Shamsuddin El Zahabi, Al-Haliz
Ibn Hagar Al Asqalani, Abou El Ab-
bas FEl Quuigashandi, Taqevyuddin
El Magqrizi, I*adruddin El Aini, Sera-
guddin I Badruddin E!
Damassini, Shamsuddin El Sakhawi,
Kamaluddin i Domayri, Galaiuddin
El Syouti an: Tageyvuddin Al Qush-

alguini,

Islamic wori and providing an uns-
~urpassed lcicership.

.

Throughout its  ancient  and

“extented their moral and material -
- modein

45 ayri who i+ inown as IBN DAQIQ
kF EL EID. Su- i iatellectual advancem- |
£ ents have locussed the attention on
Al Azhar ard during the seventh,
._.{E‘J" eighth and nimth centuries il was
“ acknowled by the Arab and
] Muslim ot s as the centre of cult-
ural and roligious  activity in the

Chistoric period and

to the present

dav, 1f has maintained the existence

oi the Arabic preserved
e standard of Hteroiure and disse-

lanwgaue,

Cinated religicus and cultural thought

in existence,
ancient and
have been

heen
the
would

had it ot
link between
literature

and
the

© dissolved and disappeared.

The second tribulation which

“‘ngement. Under their auspices Azhar | had cclipsed Arabic and from which

it emerved safe and integral, thanks

: to the cfforts of Al-Azhar, had been

- antiguities

the Turkish invasions in the beginn-
ing of the 10th century when Sultan
Selim assumed control over Egypt
and Syiia in 923 A, D. Then the
(laliphate became Ottoman and not
Abbassite and the capital of Islam
shitted from Cairo to the city of
{onstantinopie, wnd the Turkish lan-
puage became the odicial language
instead of Arabic. Sulian Selim the
invader, ruled suprem< in LEgypt lor
8 months end during which period
he had plundered the most precious
of boolks, ornaments and
the most
authors

monuments
excecuted by

ckiliful artists and Dbrilliant
who had graduated from Aziar and
produced their works during  the
three centuries preceding the Turkish
invasion.

The invaders propagated their
own language in the schools and in
the administrative machinery of the
ogovernment in such haphazard man-

ner that they taught the Arabic



SR en Al-Azhar which
maii cxistence  of  this
Januee ot ihe lost power
amf oo o0 s is simply  because
God 1:¢ Ainmichiy, has previleged
this  Gloriuas  Al-Azhar by certain

merits which biave marked characte-

ristics in it. Some of these merits
partly belong purely to the Arabic
nature of the studies by virtue ol
its early establishment and environ-
ment, and of its situation in the
center between the near and middle
easts. Consequently it has become
the threshold of Muslims from all
parts of the world. Another
attributed t» it is its proximity o

Hedjaz and thus il has become the
route to Meaca for those on pilgrim-
age and ofher nemad scientisis from
Africa Sredalusia. Further  Al-
Azhar '+ rouced many great seh-
olars weil verzea in Islamic studies
e orature, who had com:

merit

At

and Arabi:
piled the fragments of Arabic scien-
ces and hicraiure in great vohumes
which iock Wt Encyclopaedin. Al
Azhar has al=c enjoyed a great stu-
tus which mi2ht have reached the
degree of sanclity in the hearts of
all Moslin e wosd raters and which had
played 2 ooren rart nosolving many
politicat - wroias social problems,

It hasz ¢t o the needs  cof the
professors il students and has ext-
ended its broevolence lor the cause

of humanity and has turther suppor-

assistance
respect of
clothing, brard

fed or afforded financial

tn the needy stuaents in
lving  aceoanodation,
and 1aition fees, It has granted asv-
fum to those who bad run away irem
the Mceghul invasion which had swe-
pt away Khorasan and Iraq and spa-
red their lives, religion, knowledge,
literature and books. Thrse learned
immigrants both from East and West
sought asylum in Cairo and achieved
scientific discoveries and made great
to the advancement of
cultural atfairs.

contribution
They were in many
respects similar to the C:ristian sci-
entists who had JImmigrated irom
Constantinople to Roeme, and who
had been the pioneers of the scinti-

lic-as well as the cultural age.

Amongst the many reasons wh-
ich contributed to the great success
of Al-Azhar, it must be remembered
that the AYYUBIS had to a large
extent afforded both moral as well

a5 financial support in a very effec-

tive manner. Althcugh they had been
KURDS yet they had spoken Arabic
and studied its literature and from
amongst them there emerged the
genius poct, scholar, historian, such
as King Muayyed Emaduddin Abou

El Fedda and King Afdal Ali lbn
Salahuddin.
It is also worthy of note that

Mameluks had taken great pains to
preserve Al-Azhar. They had supported
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no oo coast, oould ot indivi-
dualt Hectivelv orival Al-Ashar
M odis 0 ot bavour on the Ara-
bic 1. . as being the medium of

SCieteco s ot the cominon link wihich

boun. il “iasims 1o this date.

Centicinen : Arabic, the langua
ge of t"¢ Quran, has undergene two
bit{er trials. First  the
tribulation of Moghu! invasion in
the second halt of the seventh cent
ury when the Abbassite Caliphale in

and lethal

Irag weakened as a result of the
competition befween Persians  and
Turks, ol the conilict between the

Shiis and the Sunnis and of the lack
ol respect and prestige of the Caliphs
which had the
way lor thilice to destrey the abba-

all touether paved
Fuarthermore,

Ominayyad
~oaibialusia when the Ber-

ssite Cualiphato in b,
the d=lerioraion of the
dynas v e

bers g wobjocts took  over their
kingdem amd divided it into statelets,
such disintorgration had  lacilitated

the path oy the Frankish to swaliyw
up these stolelets one by one till
they them
898. In addition to these catastrophes
the Fativiate dynasty in Egypt and

absorbed completely in

Syria colapeod and fell into the han-
ds «f the and then 1to f{he
Mamelnks oo assumed contron until

Aoovubis

therr v was wrested by the Ott-
i 923

oman L.

You can  realise, gentelmen,

from these historical even!s that the
Arabs had spent 560 years with no
power or kingdom. Their legacy and
homes had been subject 1o common
piillage and exploitation by the Mog-
huls, Turks, Persians, Greeks and by

Spanish shortly afterwards.

These non-Arab invaders had
been illiterate and marauding hords
who  had indulged in
and passions;

vandalism
and ultimately brought
about the downfall of the language
and its literature as well as its scien-
ces. They wantonly scorched libraries,
annulled schools, exterminated scie-
ntists and learned intellects. Further,
there was the conquest of the Tart-
ars——and their ravages in Bokhara
Baghdad, the Crusaders in Svria and
th Frankish in Andalusia. Had the
Arabic language been abolished and
joined ifs two co-semitic languages,
it would not have been considered
out of the nature of things or an
inmovation in the logic of history.

Nevertheless it has survived as
the language ol relicion and science,
of the government and peoples in

Morocoo, Egvpt, Svria, and the Arab
Had it not been for the

arrogance of the Turks and the fana-

Peninsula.

ticism of the Persians, it would have

been spoken by Mushims all over

the world.



to deten:d o nad to propagate it until

i had o, e 0 e Persian language
g, b g Syl the Coptic in
Foypt aini v Barburian in Morocco.

During the Abbassite Caliphate,
the goldeu age of the Arabic Lang-
uage, it becamne the language of reli-
gion, literature, science, politics, admi-
nistration and civilization. The Musli-
ms whosoever had been travelling
rom one country to anothr the
Islamic world felt as if he were going

in

from one place to another in his native
land and he never faced the difficu-
ly of being understood nor did he
experience any hardship in dealing
or adversity of living.

Muslimns, Arabs and Persians
alike, had been abhsolutely follwoing

the teachings of the Holv Quran. It

- blished

Fas been their petition and supplicati- |

on in the mnsgues, their

discipline -

in their homes. their way of life and = " . o
- this glorious mission in such a man-

their constitution. it has penetrated
deeply into their souls and nature,
and has alfected their tongues, tradi-
tions and minds in such a manner that
never had a parallel in the history

ol divine scriptures.

Hencelorth, the Islamic culture

has been based upod two basic pri-
neiples : the refigion and its various

siences: and the language with its
different branches. The relation bet-
ween  these two  pillars has beenJ
mutual and interacting at the highest |

|

imn the that lIslam
without Arabic is obscure and back-
ward and Arabic without Islam shrinks
and dies away. Therefore they are
closcly knit together or inter-related.

pressure sense

It must be stated that ail Sem-
itic Languages are chiefly indebted
in their survival to religion. Judaisn,
Christianity and Islam have been the
causes of the survival of Hebrew,
Syriac, and Arabic respectively. Yet
the difference between the survival
of Arabic and the survival of both
Hebrew and Syriac is like the diffe-
rence between the body and the soul.

Al-Azhar being the heir of Pro-
phethood, protector of the Faith, and
the propagator of the Call, has esta-
its mission on those
pillars. ie. religion of Islam and the
Arabic Language. Thanks to God's help
and care, Al-Azhar has undertaken

two

ner that it has gained the place of
leadership in the Islamic world, It
might be said that its laurels in the
sphere of religion and language mig-
ht be shared more or less by same
schools and mosques founded by the
Sultans in Cairo, Damascus, Aleppo,

Baghdad, Gordova, Qayrawan and
Zaytounah, such as the schools of

Nasserych, Qamheyyah, Salahyyah.
Muayyad, Mansouryvah, Shaykhyyou-
riah, Zaherryyah, Kamellyyah and Nez-
amyyah. However such schools, which



also mvenied {o illustrate the animi-
tatabillis o0 the Quran while the
Propaetic rditions, ongims Of juris-

prudence, nierpretations ol the Qur-

jous injunctions.

Thanks to the Quran, the Arabic
fanguape is being spoken by all the
Arabs and has been disseminated
everywaere, It has been preserved
for almost 14 centuries without being
altered or affected or stagnant, This is
in accordance with God's saying :"We
have, without doubt, sent down the
Quran; and We will assuredly guard
it (frem corruption) " (Surah. 15, V., 9).
It is therefore quite clear that the
preservation of the Holy Quran nec-

essitates  the preservation of s
language.
It one fakes a short glance at

the history ol the divine and secular
reiigions, e will there

1s ne raelicion wiich has been carried

realize that
from the extreme cast to the extre-
me west by its own language exce-
pt ihe religion of Islam and the
Arabic language which has marvell-
vusly achieved  this object for 1380
vears while at the same time rema.
ining sirong, dynamic, integral and
maiuteining its own characteristics,

in conirast with this the origina)
books o! the other religions had been
only read in the very land in which
these religions  appeared, but when

~they spread to other lands, they were

read  through translaticns  while the

Coriginal books were read v oa few
~religious figures.
an, were intoduced to explain relig- !

Buddhist books, tor instance,
are read by the followers of this sect
in both China and Japan through
their respective languages. Likewise,
Torah and the Bible are read in the
Christian world throuah the different
languagas of every individual christian
nation. Therefore they had but a sli-
ght impact upon the diifcrent literat-
ures until they were translated into
the Latin language. Then they bhad a
strong influence on the European
literatures.

tHHowever this is not so in the
case ol the Qur'an. This is due to
the tact that the Mushims have act-
ually belicved that the language of
the Quran is a part of ol its essence
and the fact that it was an expression
of the Revelation of God; the langu-
age of Ilis Buok; a Miracle of His Mes-
senger ; and the language of His Call.
The Messenger in turn elevated it by
his Traditions; the religion diffused
it and the Qur'an made it eternal.

The Quran is not actually called
Qur'an unless it is recited in Arabic
and the prayer is not perfectly per-
formed unless it is said in Arabic.
Therefore the people hastened to study
it and speak it and to publish books
in it, to be enthusiastic about it to



Muslim: !
their h: .o

the world turn

ane guidance there-

from o oo e way of God and
long iuv pat o ol truth.  Al-Azhar,
00, represen's the asylum of the

sessed people in which they find

a staunch protection when they are
‘gubject to tyranny or dispotism.

Conversely, Al-Azharis a univ-
rsal university to which students
from every nation, breed and colour
come to further their religious stud-
Jdes to Propagate the Divine Call when
they return back to their countries.
"Al-Azhar has been the sacred place
.in which the worshippers, ascetics,
_preachers, the memorizers of the
4'Holy Koran and the blessed people
had lived.

Al-Azhar as been the spiritual
" base which inchiened the imperialists
who impliciteiv and explicitely atte-
mpted L. brice about its downfall and
2 destructinn i1 order to be safe and
b secure. Wi hey failed to achieve
B this objccl, wey began to comprom-
ise and flatter it in order to take
advantize of it

Al-Azbne has been the national
instituticn fought  against
‘ corruPiiun. forth national
;;‘, leader:" " . a+d contributed effectiv-
ely to i woukening of the modern

Arab world its peoPle. It has
‘ inspired ‘t awd strengthened it. Perh-
o aps If we look back into the pages

“which

Lrowght

and

f

nf find six
who had opposed
the French invast n, one resisted the
Turkish tyranuy. viz. Shaykh Abdullah
Al Sharkawi, the legendary figure
Ahmed Orabi who had opposed the
Khedival oppression, and Saad Zagh-
lnl who had fought against British
Imperialism. Hence all these previou-
sly mentioned may be conceived
from the word of AL-AZHAR. How-
ever tonight | shall confine my lec-
ture to the Arabic Language in par-
ticular and not to any other subject.

past history, we would

tearned Azharites

(Gentlemen: the care of Al-
Azhar towards the Arabic language
arises from the care of the Glorious
Quran towards it. If we enumerate
the benefits and merits bestowed by

the ~Quran on the Arabic language,
we would find that the words in it
become mellifluous, its construction
melodious, its meaning adequate, its
logic powrful and its vocabulary
rich and copious.

It has brought forth religious

and literary sciences which preserved
its vocabulary by virtue of gramati-
cal rules and lexicons. The Quran
has further expanded the domain of
terminolioy and Arabic expressions.
Consequently many sciences have
heen produced, such as, Morphology,
Arabic Grammar, and philology, to
prevent the Arabic tongue from

grammatical mistakes. Rhetorics were



AL-AZHAR:ITS ROLE AS THE GUARDIAN
O0F THE ARABIC LANGUAGE

by

AHMED HASSAN EL-ZAYAT
Editor - in - Chiet

We are now assembling in
Al-Azhar auditorium. The notion whi-
ch occurs first
mention the

that it is an

our mind when we
word of
Islamic

university in

which scinces of religion and lanpu--|

age are being taught. But when the
conscious and scrutinizing believer
mentions or enters

shining past and Lis eventiul history-
he would undoubtedly remember the
glorious memories, magnificent reco-
liections  und  solemn implications.
is a comprehensive and
meaningful word which has spiritual
and morai significances. 1t constitutes

time, place, religion, life and history.

Al-Azher

Al-Azhar stands as the lightho-
use which has been raised as a gui-

dance through the history of the
Great (all, and which has been
firmiy estatlished unshaken by the

tremors and earthquakes. Its light
has ever shone to guide the Muslim
peoples  during the dark ages and

Al-Azhar is !

it-while at the
same time being prepared by nature |
to contact his spiritual legacy, his |

|
|

|
|
|
|

adverse  circumstances  to
enjoy the sense of salety, dignity and
unily. Al-Azhar has been the shelter

under

which maintained the existence of
Arabic culture more than thousand
years past. It has heen watching

over if, expounding it and extending
it to the seekers ol knowledge, from
East and West alike, who resort to
it in quest of knowledge, In other
waords Al Azhar has been the radiat-
ing centre of Islami. thoueht and
this Arubic cult-
ure had been destroyed by ignerance
in Baghdad and
Furthermore, Al-Azhar
to which the
Arabic language from
the mnroads of sectarianism, colloqu-
ial language and Turkish when the
rulers had been alien to the people,
had prevailed, the

culture. Meanwhile

and  blasphemy
Andalosia.
as

stands he refuge

has resorted

when ignorance
caliphate had weakened and the real
possessors of land had been subject

fo uiier humiliation.

has been
which all

Al-Azhar
niche to

Moreover

the second
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ot religion due to the lact that an-
guage is a collertion nf words whe
reby people capress
and opinions. S theupids and -
pions do aetl oend  aond the Peeole
cannot stay Jomb o ierever wiile see-
ing the obyecirves BILITETITS
repraoduce  and develop as o resoit
ol the new ol srience
and civilizalion.

heir choucnts

16

discoveries

However those who  had exist
ed after tiw rise of Istam apd were
nod purely Arabs, were not entitled
to invent new words n the lapgua-
ge. This previlepe was confined to
the trustworthy pure Arabs of the
urban society tell the end cof the
second century after Hiyra; and io
the Beduins of the desert il the end
of the fourth century alier kijra. This
gave birth 1o the overwheimibg
prevalence of the colivguial language
over the classical one and tighfened
the sphere o) the classical in the
classes of savanis, hicrary Dgures,
poets and wrilers fo use (U in thelr
writings to the Kings and the slite.

This was because lhe people
preferred in understanding  the easy
style and use ihe comimon and attst
nable. And when the language laggs
hehind and s no longer ulsPiable
to the needs ol time and the current
daily life; it wouid obviously mean that
it is stagnant amd will face is ine-
vitable ocod  which s complete

......

siulilation and will e sopperseded

b the culluginal dialocts,

The syl o) Armbic ispuag.
Bus  Decuo wware of iy danges
and theretors adopted a suoagestion
whitl | ooffered us to oaen the door
for  the  confemporngy

0 hivoent

LTAMINarians
ihe Janguaye
decording to the rules of derivation;
to recase  the
Froan

worids
linpuistic  anaiogy
tradifional  ohstlacle :  to
iberate the hearing fiom  the fetters
of time and space  to  comprise
everything that ts wsed by the dilfe-
rent ciasses of sociefy such as rmas-
ons, carpenters amdd olher arisans:
and to legalise the invented words
and nake H osnilar to the old ones.
{3 this hasis, the Synod of Arabic
Language bas made its mediun Jex-
jcon which witl appear shorily afte-
pwards,

Uity

The case of religion Is quile
dilferent. s doors were  widly open
for the well equipped and prepared
savants who expressed their [ree
opintons and views., These variouns
gpintens were abundanlly  expressed
anid made the lslanic Jorispradence
full  of sound jodemenis and  good
rules whiclh suificed the needs of the
Mushms and solved thelr sacial and
lggal problems. Therelore the lslamig
Jarisprodence had been qguite satisi-
actory for the needs of the Muslims
anit fhey devoted therr endeavolss
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- memorizatinon of

style and s wonds have po rules
tor guidance whalsoovs Uinsequently
s allainmen: does not require any
book or schucel Lut can be achieved
by any dostheeper or servanl of
sayman. In other words, it means the
separation of literature from religion,
severing the ties between the past
and the present and weakening the
bonds amongst the Arabs.

[ am of the opinion that it

- cannot be effectively amended except

by the old method, namely, the full
comprehension ol its secrets, the
adequate apprchension of ifs gram-
matical rules and the whelehearted
its Hteratures, The
implementation of this requircs the
unflagging efforts and continual seri-
cusness, as regards lhe preparation
of etficient teachers, sufticient kno-
wledge and fruitini experience as
regards the cuvricuiom. good aste
and sound Jogic as revards the ma-
king of hooks

The  Azharite bosk  which we
have studied amd 49 which we s5til

make our referencer, 8 a  treasure : being imperfect, is subject fo corru-

Coplion, stagnaton and
 Likewise i

books | reconstruction and development,

of knowledge but Incks the easiness,
good classification and representalion,
The diflerence between surh
and the modern ones is ke the differ-
ence between a spive shop In A (Gho-
rrevah (a Popular quarter in Caire) and
a commercial house in Kasr El Nil
{ the centre of the oity of Cairo)

by civillzalion and
| ever new, ever valid, and ever solid

© e

e 6 —

The old shop may have
ornanmients or trades but bad
hon  of which weakens
theerein and decreases 115 value,

preeicus
exbihi-

e wvomge

Practically speaking, if we pre-
sent the Azharite books in anintere-
sting and palatable manner, they be
lessgus or teclures or notes or books,
then this wonld render its  fruits
attainable and would faciiitate the
task of the students to comprehend
withou! difficulfy or hardship.

The mission of Al Azhar, as
| have already mentioned, is built on
two  pillars, namelv, religion and
language, But it actually carries this
mission oul in a different manner.
This is duc to the fact that religion
i5 perlect being the work ot God

| while Ianguage is imperfect becanse
Pt s the product of man 5o long as

religion i periect and  diviae, it

- cannet be affected by the coviron-

iment of hy the passage of time or
soienge. M s

In contrast with this, lhe lasguape

backwardness.

iy sulect to increase,

‘Fhereforn
languagr

the  development of
is 1 peeessary and
natural matter. Because the language
cannot be ke the established facis
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e THhetens the coreise o
pder ob e melenees cannat abonrd
tho existes o thath lasgroaze mol
literalure. Y B ool ihal e
education: instlolions Prowvids Tor o

the gradoation of a

Arabic language but they e by oo | o .

AR srbirates of el Juncunee is full of in order to
T TR R . o .
~ Chridge he guif Detween the dialects.

means sinilar to 1hose
prominenoe trom Al Awhar and savan
like Mohommed Abdon, Saad Zaohl
gt AL Manfalouti, Al Liishe,

Sakandari and Al (Garem. nor
they bear any sembiance o the gra-
duaies of tse Higher Schoo!  of {sla
mic Jurisd-cvion ke

Azzam and AT Khouli.
fhey
the Sapre v School ol Teachers (AL
Mullimer: : like A1 Maznd, Shuokri.
and Aben Tladeed, They are also dis-

Ahmed Amin
Farthermore,
the graduztes of

dit¥er  from

Frotn shose ol bave  reeejvodd
their educition and knowledge from
Al

tinct

the baok< ab Al-Arhar, such as
in Bgypn ine Bestanis, the Yazzigis,
Al Shes by Ad Ik
in Lebanei, AL Maghrabi, A Shehabi,
Gabri and Al Tantawi o Syrie Al
Rassalt, A Zahowi, Koshif Bt Ghetan,
Al Bsabini and Al Athari in frag:
Al Naskashsbi  and
Palestine,

AMatran  and

-

consideraiie @ T 5 *-
number of sludents i the sphete ol H. with worids
L of modesy civilizalion which collogu-

e B e

Piesithaner o leaskiby sneaking, |
are ab o e saoporietes of the
i rlassival
ad e collogueial Aralic. My methe
bt e Syvnod ol the Arbic Lang-
Ctonin the clsssicat Arabes

the X {IIESSIONE

RO b Lare Tae s e

worids  oned

C By owirtue of such 2 trend  and thro-

Aggad. M. Refed, Shawki and Haliz | the dink betwoen
: tiziuge,

! Cugh dhe medinm of the peoss, brede-
dn : . . -
casling wnd education, these two dia-

h GO, NG oo ;olitke tno : :
Taha Husscin Norate they Bke 150 5 e it become ane infeyral  iang-

graduaies fr arul Ablown such - !
g;d“*‘ *;* D}”;f;] j}’l A O;L” ”‘_:] 8% 1 nage which ramorises the rharacter-
1. E : - ol . .
aweesh, A ahal, Al Khodari, Al Cistics of the vlassical

do carrcct style, atranddance, elr:}quf?m:ﬂ
cand brilliance: and the charaererisits
s
adequacy, netnral character,

Aralbie of the

o the vollogaial Lanpuape  of
dynam-
sy, refreshment and obviousness,
Baf with repard o e Leend
that cails o the negii s af  the
grammaticul roles antd whick deprives
the  langusge  of iy
and makes 1t void of any eloguence
and censequentiv it cannel serve as
our st and  the
upa bl anyimaore o
gather us in our seneral ferms: 1t must

se osild that such frend cannet by

briilinnt  style

anid a

Doy Lledas e jropagated by apy

Al Sakaking in

serious nan, and cannot be listened
ta Dy ooty sonsnd i we
I dhings 1o continue this way, {hen
the coiloquial lanpeage would prevail
pecause of its irequent repetifion in

erelivicliyat,
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BRVITOE o L e SCEENCe 1% nnive-

rsab, i e ke dhe soul e
the - e b Diooed whiol
Flows oo oo Leing's vains which

creates o o rsonakity o the inde-
pendent indis idaar and ponrays the
pictire of e amique peoaple, Litereh-
re constntes cortan breed, Moooage,
taste, environment, mentalitv. Heliel
history and triclitions while  srience

©is something dificrnt from the above.

mentioned, Therefore it is permissible
for us to borrow from
migh! perfecs our seignce hut we
are by no means allowed to Dorrow
any type of literature to Ly rehirese-

olhers  what

ntalive af oues.

Arahie in fac,
from Coliepes, in

The study  of

after  wraduating

ar acthestic cnd productive manner

maclh elfont and
time windy of Freesh and
Engisic o ey ek i the ape of
Epecd iy Feanihle  nlygec.
tves e s scienee anted prodice-
fion are cceperped, Whenever orili-
cism i+ eveiled  against thome in
respect ol 1heir method of approach
ta studies, 0T b overy often mel with
grudae and spiteful sentiments, Wise
thhat

.. ' H
RPREPRr
LN FE R

ng!
T RLIETE

does

sl

crities olapm authors whn  are

pnaware o0 the raies of their respe-

chive fanciorgpe are noi considered

aedtlaer in oodern wne olden liferat-
BMEE @% 1iie SlRGIS OF Posis of Bov- |
eliisty.

Wi
and bLooks

pirople read newspapers

aud  do notl grasp any

Comier

Carammatical errars which might rev-

ab the aunthor ang

SEEET:

et e onorance

therehy  rapose ter e peneral

veaetine publie ther oone st reme-
the unkanws sobdiers b the
Artarites who are called correctors
apd wha devote night and day in
the Press publishne houses correvt-
ing grammaticsl mistakes and stren-

pthening the siyie of the Aranic lang-

L,

barnt to faciditate the
stndents of the Arabic
languape  in respect of e niles ol
Ciramsar, Morpboiegy and Rbeloric
bt 1t is harmted and  detrimental to
exaggerate 1he importance  of such
practice. it 33 therefoe betler lo
mHtizate the difficulties of ine varnous
itferoretations an justifications {hro-
nph which prommarians add nhilos-

il v 10

task ol the

Cophized  groammar, and 1o cradicale
Cthe contradicieiy herms of declension
which are nothing but mere remai-

nilers of the ililterent diects of the
pre-lstamic ern and  which convert
the right to mistake and vice versa
and therebhy  temd o the
minds of the general rearders.

confige

But it is  detrimental by ail
means to deprive the sciences of
Arabiv  of their characteristics  of
strength. ferfility and cxpansinn in
the same manaer as {he skeleton
which possesses a form bui lacks
the soul and Hesh.



impassable obstacie, He

the extreme wher e ralls Sor abso-
iie Biberty to the writer & PXPEORE

the way he lkes,

This is the stale of the graduaie
whe  has literarv  inclinations hy
nature. As Tor the common gradnate,

unfortugately, he continues his shal-
low knowledge by reading the simple
works as represented in the collaguial
stories which deceive comimon SCLSE
0f in the humounrous magazines which
stimolale scxwal cravings. The rea-
ders are so excessivelv inferested

in this type of literature (hat worth- |
less writers have indalged iinmensely |
in the production of such parnogra- |
phic and base Herature and which

is most harmiul to seciety, In addition
to this there is also the prevalence
of the Western fiterature with )l its
dogtrines, trends and defects which
have a greal influence upon the

niERds of youth who have had acress

to this iragile and worthiess literary
culfure,

Auch hall baked knowledge has
made them jgnorant of their own
lilerature and their language and

past  histor,. adherents  of
French fiterature, for
instanice, are Hully aware of Hugo
and do not know who i Al-Muta-

Thoge
culiure  gogd

nebbi; they siudy Voltaite and not ;

resorts to

~ 13—

Al-Giahiz ;. avd read Ly Martine not

- AbBadev. Heuve ws o result of this
tremd and altilude, lhere arises the

dependence of our literature onp the
i Dterature of the

Western  writers,
This dependence has  affected the
Hterature of our young writers. The-

refore one could notice that their
siyie, critical views and epinions are
very often identical or else similar
Western contem-
Even Symbolisin, which is
the oulcome uf the complexed self
and Ihe clouded horizon, has found
admirers here who are endeavouring
to propagate it in the Arab World
which is known as the tand of the
harren  desert, of the shining sun,

and of simple nature. simlarly atie-

are  being made o apply
the principles of Existentiaism, which
15 the product of dissoluie morality,
abnormal taste and iitberting instinet,

ta these of their
poraries.

Mts

{0 Arabic which is the language of
the Divine Revelation {hat honoured
man apd made him  superior {o ani.
mal by wirtue of certain previleges
of teligion and morality,

The case of lileratere 15 not the
SAME A% This is
Becaose liferalure redates io goble
mstincts and sentiments and halanced
minds while scicnce is meant For all

ithat gf science.

people without any distinction, Lite-
rature 8 the outcome of certain
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of poetry, prose atd criticism, From
thest  two o calegones  the  IBerary
provement derived i3 inspiration as
wiell as sy vilab fagtors {o becoms
Houristing, advanced, bridiant  and
eternal,

This old method had produced
many distinguished literary figures
‘who were responsible for the prese-
rvation of the lanpuage, gave it a
new life and lald the toundatians of
a modern literary renaissance. There
are in the Avab world stll a small
groud of these literary men of noble
repuie who are discavering the seere-
ts of thelr lanpuage and deeply eng-
rossed in their literature. But it must
be remembered that thelr places in
the literary world would fall vacant
at some foiure date and rhere would
arise & problem, namely, would there
he succossars o underigke 1his mis-
sion of liferature and would they he
entrusted with the [egacy of the
language ? It is Al-Azhar alone that
could supply the answer fo  this
query. It s by virtue ¢f its charaet-
eristics the only refuge and  asylum
of the language in the pas! and in
the future,

As Jor the olber institutes, it
must e frankly stated  that these
insubntes  render the  inpression of
pessimis,  This must e  atfributed
1o their poor curriculom which has
but the slighlest ruies of grammar
and  to the swperficial  and scanty

——— e

—

education which has no object exe-
eut i make ihe  student pass an
exantination.  The enginal volumes,
for instance, are sutiharized and the
concise books are further abridged

I leaving nothing left in the memory
ot the student save vapue languape

which makes no sense.  In addition
to his the distaste of the youlh o
logk dor the serious  and uselul
studies ot the language and Hterature
which hampers them to penetrate in-
ty the uriginal sources and ativacts
them only 1o scarch in the subsidiary
branches wihicl: sahishies their needs
just to enable them to pass an exami-
nalion and obiain a certilicate. When
the sludenl praduates with this poor
educational  background and  finds
himself amidst the treasures of Ara-
bic Jiterature, he develops a tenden-
vy to disregard such works hecagse
he lacks the gualifications which such
treasures of literalure demand. lnst-
eagl he resorts to the cheap lileratu-
Fe ol the West 1o gquench his thirst
and fakes it as gan exampie 1o be
fullowed. As soon as he tinds hims-
elf capable of producing some piece
of lierary work, he finds that altho-
ugh he is possessed with the creative
facullies, he connot find the correct
language to express his thooghts por
can he develop a siyle which wonkd
impress his readers. Conseqguently he
becomes disusted and rebels and
assuimes that the roles of the langu-
ape are no lopger wilid and  that

the declension of the word is5 an
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discrees truniies
agains! . . o
ged and 1
of the las.
officials, ST EE
Hists, This in sl to the Lect thay the
collaguiat diuhects varies from plave to
place in {0 Soab haineds o suvl an
extent that vuet diaiect could be coni-
dered an indigevoes sud ndepomlen
language. Aud il the classical langu-
gre, wineh i the comamwn iangau
age, 15 doiosted by any dialect, inen
vaderstnaching would he $Gficuit aod
impossinie, e faith wonld weaken.
refationships would sever, unity woaldd
ba dissipiated and

i TAamnaien

arabde Bl oenrenrae

ancd oriEtas

trenuiie worled

Cwanish. It would s be easy for the

Imperialists 1o devour the Arab cop
nfries one L v
ing any |

Poimn

WHIUY eunetionges
b ety o rosists
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3i% desiraety, e
moveren e endoed inoupier failare
a8 a renus b the wvigilange of che

Arabs end vy speiled the donm of
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fhe Imperinhisis o the Host
The cecond  iribulation  which
peset e Crebic language was igno-
rance whi- o foilawed
this fremet. I3y loaorance is
meant fh Tonooawee of the Arabs of
their ad helr neglect
of Hs scivreon and literalure.  This
g the offenee of

fesnerinhism In
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which faned after pnssing considera-
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tiders-
redids, tlias writer who
and the
deblert who bs the real ariginator,

Hie wred nany experiences,
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Bk valrel backeronns

Tue proot of thes athere i ma-
niest feowe the tact that  the stodent
deviles mare {aan ten vears during
f by whivh he had been
inrensanily stwdying Arabic apd wh-
g e lime approaches for him e
LHUrEsE NS optnicns, he finds hims-
ol i o difhienity {0 express his iho-

ragise of

pants  whetler B be oraliy or in
writing, When Liz IHerory  aplitude
urges  hiimy o express iy [deas in

wriling, e reserls to tie colloguial
raiber  ihan she classical
ey ke negligenon of the
gramnmativad Tuies o muake disorder,
errevd vod dhsabibity wrevail

anorage

BN CE

P getenre ol Asabic language
as Trpen siehied $n Ak Azhar, Daral
Atbann and oiner sinular educational
ingrimntions n Lebancn, Syria, Irag
nned Aorocen, Such stodivs were ma-
ricid by protaand characierstics whe
ich enatted the Prenasing and  indu-
strious ahidentys 1o Loderstand, appi-
ehoead, [astidy and dnaivse well M s
thie Truituf wiztels

s meod lieed

vood and prolific writers, poets and
viativs, 10 alse proda. ed the profess-
litrary who ltad heen
gindigy  the [terary men s respect

JUIEY grgtres



i "
LR, h
xR
-
LRI '.':
ety
il
i
T
~Ir2R
i
g -
it
RIErr -
i
I-..I.l!'-
L
. -
T
oy
. L
-
4
E
&

vovsned B I8
all 1 RS TR CFTET IO A P
the !

BEerv:e . Cond The redicion

Fhor
devetopime:s: oo
Hy daiing boog, o

oo antther reend
e haa e i
e 0 macle e
3 b T AT R RIS T
for o

i 2ethieTiss valis
et Feerepd dewelep-
ment whic' ey Arabie fan-
guage i oabout o pereles onpaes,
annul the valbline of the Onean, deliie
the penuine s rebiptun Al
dissolve thi bosas enebgindng Srabs
to their
the humiv, cabiianiy
tude of
the Hevelasian o
degrade s
Eﬂ?"'j Tl

mate il
This .©

A TR
P

tivgs

RO

THORTIE U O A N T H

winl o masin-
frivm

serss ]

e o
'[_'I "_Jl'i

pulinge

Fpberoatr s A
1Ty
1L 1o i

Fi'ler-

frwess mlaceiand ol
T P S FH I TR TU LR U
e ficd
Iiﬂglirﬂiiq' Bk
andi Pericines
Aralin o bl

PO sernn e wiitle rejoeling the

1o kil [H'ﬂﬂﬂf__{ﬂ‘;fb
coneiar i elpsslend

ALPIRCEICS o Come

SOPTONT i L CHLSIeAE WOrkRS O ite-
1 STY TSR EY T FTTR
tir oot aond e the gonfing and
enlic e e T

wirerunrs U0 exei-
Siiee-
1k
wrdns and ke poel

ittt

13:T L L Hretatire Arges
"-."'r'i'i:-' L
Whoin vl o pay oy o
boer Ackedl efeecorora ol cules ol gra-
Mmoo e nvolney, rietoric or

rhyiue or weven the moral principles,

i

T T OVVETTE RIS

il thy 1 §o1u-

1k

i

s Ly e derl noe bt oy

ISR AT SICIE A FTER IY TR wllairs

A=,
g,

ELLE

Y T R HEERS B
:-:::'!'- TevEREY ariile

s otegants wnmenaiac, st e
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fonds winely
Musins abl over e owoarid, poosmiiler
low adistant and different their coune
iries nray Be, are fandascentably the
Peition g Tae fm-
priadists at one stage cousiiersd the
mavem ity of the Arab
RMITEH dERe iy Lhiiit

cmrhacteally believe
nleliammedars

tere langruagpe,

Mationaiist
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£QOng ws e

s onelin rennaivs andtd and tegral by

virte ol the religion of Istam and
Ve Aradic languaese, §towill drevits
itz independeree unrd
plet an oend o

crzdainioss ob rperiism,

N .
Whi :.\:3‘:."\. '\."!

piy
vl I

1|5

Tel

STITLY

Prapes, thpret oo oz eantieaally

Aottt o kees and wean the
Alaoria sway fromn their
falap  irfdeas
s nretcpeei, apcd Pesisl do cieléd-
Wy Arabs from
Hyesir by -

‘he selyonls el

Berle s in

redigion T propnoting

vOLETY 10

the
CXPUTIG it

preverid

INIreen [ [T HRN TR

friimmy

governmental offices and  orpanisa-

e

ol (ol bave
briveiy
ard the langeoe of the Claran mon
powerind and decisive than that af the

Il fleg tewctins

et stronger thann the Froooh

sword,  Unpland being cunning  and



but nevertheless these abtlempls b
ved futile as o hole. However ilur
ing this periad the Arabs longnse
had been removed from it frmaine.
nis of India. Khorasan, trag, Bomily-
nd and Andalusia. In fhe Arab dem.
ain it had expertenced a very critic-
‘al and pitiful stape and was  almost
qou the verge of extinction and being

goompletely Torgotten and neglecled.
’Hﬂ! there always remained a

ray of
hupe that some support would be

- - given or torthcoming from whatever
w7 source to retrieve it from the abys-
o state
- Tais support which was needed at a

inte which it had fallen.

- very cmcial stage ultimately came

Arabic stiil

from Al-Azhar which gave immeasy-

rable support and restored the Ara-

‘bic language to iis pristine state of

glory and due to which assistance
Azher
became known as e savieur of the
Arabic language to the Arabs and
the Islamic world. Al-Azhar nurtured
8, gave it strength, and protected it,
: 'When the shadow of the Gttomian
[Rule receded. God the Almighty,

sitrvives,  Henee

,;5 willed that the sun of awak ening

uhnuld rise again to cast its brilliant

rays over the length and breadth of
-the Nile valley and therealter the

- Arabic language rid itselt of its sub-

C gt
[

s Femained the shelier of Arabic and

duing forces; and s historic carcer

~ and unique and powerfil characteri-
- stic were restored. Al-Azhar has ever

s

thee principal  couse of 15 sarvival

AN resurgenee

Sinee the Trench sccupation Gl
the reipn of Mohannned Al Al-Azhar
haed been the source ol inspiralion
tn the populace in lheir sbhupgle anid
to governments in thelr reformatory.
movements. [ its pguiding role and
in the forefront of its activilies were
many Husteions and eminent Rectors
such as Khalil Et Bakrei, Abdullah El
Altar many ofhers of great
repufe.

anti

With its vast rescurces of ene.
rgy it has gone ghead with laudable
Plans and it must be noted with
great pride and deep apPreciation
that it has fed a pioneer movement
in that i senl wany  prommsing stud-
ents to Duropes to further their intell-
ectual advancement,  The lirst miss-
jon was composed of the best lalen-
tx  such s fheahim Bl Nabarawi,
Ahmed Hassan El Ras™idi, Mubamin-
ed Al El PBakli. Fefsah El Tahfawi,
and All Mubaraw, This was ancther
great characteristic of this glorious
institnfion which bad strived o pre-
serve the Arabic tanputoge as an int-
egral one,

Gentlomen : it 15 therslore quite
evident and monifest to vou all in the
light ol the alorementioned Tac's stated
that Arabic had been subjected to
great skress and threat of  extinrtion
during two successive reigns and that
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garam: Lorosedt b mediam
Thir,- vl Serin and brarg,
Cons O whs o spresd of |
collng::. ot with werds in-

terpolics . ofusely while the 2L ue-
nee and  Driliance which were ever
present i the noetry and prose of
the learned and erudite of the past,
made a quick exit from the infellec-
tual and cultural works in the sphere
el literature. This period was dlunged
into persecntion amd darkness amd
the ralented iehls that once shone
were soon extirpuished and an era
of gloom pervaded the whole almos-
phere mainly due 1o the fack of
ettthusiasm and desive for knowladpe
in the rders,
Frre i toravover dominate]
the o0 0 gL
Egy;af P e
militer
tiona’ v T Ry clinets B osubudae
Azhse o i for tha

PR EL 1 T AT
Horao of palitiea),
and  ediaca-

BRI L T

disintoer

TRasn © Irc o tine vy deeply Impress
sed vt ks caimraloand religioug

TH:

gl
heid i+ ..

ciury. Hence  they

roverence amt egleam, and

they s feom it whatever support
that oas forthenming  and  losked
forwa: - i Faroanspired  solytions
1o fiwe- Cneme, Sultan Selim hime
self bod wisited B considerably to
seek L e the divine blessings

tor hi= o

tagr

11 shld oled thal Azhar

o D omade

' neplected

inraads  lo the Turkish fands

. in the sphiere of medlure by Yissemin-

aiing  its hnowledoe  of  literature
through  books and  this resulted in
the interest shown by Turks to study
the Arabic Jangvage. In fact many
Tuekish individuals sivdied and spuke
the Arabic junguage and even pub-
lished books in Arabic. There arsse

eminent persanalities and  scholars
such  as  Alfayveouzabadi, Abou Al

Soud, Al-Fanari, Mala Khestou, Al
Gami, Khugah Zadah, Mala Meskeen,
Mala Lethi, Hafi Khalifa, Tashkebr
Zadah and Ibn Kamal Pascha.

The Turkish Sultans themselves
had slurfied Arabic and Lilerature to
the same degree and staodard  as
Turkish The Arvabie
Faage heeon
Tirkish
axcetd m the reipns of Sultan Mahmid

hterafyre. Iin-

nad vtever wegk  or

under  ihe ruie
the Secomd and his son Sultan Abdul
Majid the First when thes revived
the Turkish lanpiage and aceorded |t
& great place and even called it the

(loman Languagr.

Cientiemen,
tram what you have now heard, that

You can conelode,

Arabie had undergone many attem-
pls direvied dowards its extinclion
during the em of Moghul rule and
OQtioman domination which lasted ab-
out three hundred vears respectively



.

.,

it apd At it hecanse  Thes had
chosen Euvo o s tlieir honee, ielam te
he their o aael faitlh,

bic o be o language,

Jdinel A

They alse

" pad amongs: hem poets like Seltan
. Qansawah Al Ghuri, The Mamelokes
. sxtented ftheir moral and materiat
. support to the refigicus wuthorities,
s r&r}f Hgures, scholars antd awthors |
i z;ﬁm:i encouraged the inteleclual adve:
“meement. Under thelr auspices Azbar

- had produced eminen! scholars who .
' g the clforts of Al Arhar, had been

pooied their hnowledge and progay-
ated their ideas and published them,

were many prominent and Hinstrious

Ibn Hagar 2! Asqalani Abon El Ab-
bas El
guddin I :inlquing,
Damazsing, Shmsuddin B Sakbawd,
Kamaludain i Domayri,
El Syouti ui Taneyvaddim Al Lushe-
ayrl who o

ents have toeussed fue atiention nn
Al Azhar doringr the seventh,
gighth wal smth cepiudes H o owas

syl

acknowled: - by the  Arab and
Muslim out - a2 a8 the centre of eult-
wral  and  rodoious  activity in the

Islamic woers and providing  an uns-

- urpasged icuerrship.

F

Throttghont s ancient  and

(oeiaskandt, Tageyyuddin | “e
Fi Magqrizi, 1eulruddin El Ain, Sera- anyge berame the nudicinl language
Badreddin Fl Dinsteml of Arabic
Doinvandern, rgd supreim tT !ﬁ}’IH for

{ritdandedin , )
he had plundered Ui most precious

saown as [BN DAQIG !

EL EIP. S« tetellecival advancem- | aatipities

. per

higtorte period el oo the presend

Crlav, it nas rgintatned Ahe existenee

of the Arabic JAnsklge, preserved
e standsrd of eooare and disse-
aonetedd relinicns wend cuitural thought
Jad it et Been in existence,
hetween the ancient and
lierature would have heen

i
the
i

jink

gtissodved and disappeared.

Tie secomd tribulation  which

Chad eolipsed Arabic and from which

i cmerved safe and inlegral, thanks

the Turkish invasions in the beginn-

From amonesl these schplars thers ing of the 10th century when Sultan

Sotim  assumed contro! over DEgypt

o . : - Syiia in 923 A. D Then the
= g personalities such as Gamaluddin son ’f_”d_ ;'":"1' mhln ‘}‘ﬂﬂi 4 not
Ve e : . : WEne oman and o

of Manzour, Jamaluddin ron of Ihs- Lailp rate “;]mf ] ol of Tl

- . . Aunbass e capiak o am
ham, Shamsuddin Fi Zahabi, Al-Halbiz Anbassite and s Gl 3
: shifted from Lo

to the city of
Censtaptinepis, and the Turkish lan-

Qultan Selim the

§omanth: and  duringe wsich period

monuments o hooks, ormpments and
precuted by the  most
bipilitamt authors

<kilifif artists and

who had gradusted from Aziar and
L produged
: throe conturies preceding the Turkish

their  works  during, the

{nvasion.

The mvaders propapaled their
own latenoge i the schools and in
the administrative machinery of the

. soverpment 1 such haphazard man-

that they taughl the Arabic



B crn Ad-Azbar  which
Mt cosstenge o s
bt ot the Iosl power
an:.i ik oin shnply bDooause |
God 1w ahmiciay, has previleged
this  Ulonaas Al-Azhar by certaln

merts which bave marked characte-

pstics in B Some of these riterr 1t

partly belong purely fo the Arabic
nature of the studies vy virtoe o
itg early esiahblishment and environ- |

ment, and of s sitaation

center between the aear and middie

the threshold of Muslims from all
parts of the wordd, Another merid
attribnled to it is its proximity o
Hedjax and thus it has bhecome lhe
route 1o Meoea for those on pilgnme
age ad niher nemad scientists from
Alrica batrther Al
Aghar |- oo mred many grent sl
i Istaunic satiedies

EINEHITIER

A

AR SR S 5
lit. ridure, who Lad sam-

olars
and Arabli;
pitedd the fraements of Arpbic soime
ces  and Llerdlre In geedt veiimmes
which [ocd Bue Encyclopasdin. Al
Azhar has al=o enjoyed & grest sho-
tus whith bt have  reachoed the
i othe hearls of
o vilprg amdf which had

degree o) sanstity
abl Ml
plagye-b oo osaen ot b sniving many
Aoaoas social problems.
v the noeds  of the
profecsers: ot anudents and has ext
ended iy Dencvaleuce  Ior the cause

of hwnaoity und has further sappor-

paleiine -
It St e o

fect or afforded financial  assistapce
I the nevdy stadents in respest ol

1

vty e peebations, clothg, hoard
panl toifion bees. 1t has granted asy-
Dt tn dhose who rad ran away inm
the Meghet mwvasion which bag swe-
pt away Khorassn and Irag and spa-
red their Hves, refiglon, knowliedge,
liferature and hooks. Thise learned
immigranis both from Bas! and West

sought asylum in Cairo and ackieved

in the @ scientific discoveries and made great

econtribelion (o e advancement of

easts. Consequantly it has Leeome o collaral affairs, They were in many

. respects similar to the Coristian sci-

entists who had Tmmipgrated from
Constantinopie 1o Rome, and wheo
BWad been the pioneers of the scinti-

fie as well as the coltural age

Amongst the Inany reasons wh-
irh contributod fo the great success
af Al-Azbor, it must e remembered
that {he AYYUBIS had to a large
extent alforded baoth mearal as well

e Hmancial support in 8 very  effec-

tive manner. Aithotgh they had been
KERDS yer dhey had spoken Arabie
and studied its literature and fram
amongst  (hem there emerged  the
genins poet, scholar, historian, such
as King Muayvyed Emaduddin Abou
Fl Fedda anmd King Afdal Al by
Salahaddin,

It is alsir worthy of nole that
Mameluks had {aken great pains fo
preserve Al-Azhar, They had sapported



Tisl

e coaish i inlays
SIEHS chiveiy pival AL Ashir
brLoi no hec o nn the e

bries i, as ey the medisin of

SUICTeo. e PV e comviinon fink owiich

Boun: ol Minsiims 1o Uis daie.

Cienticiicn : Arabic, the lanuua
ge of e Qurn, hos wadergone two
bitter and lethal  triats, First  the
trimfation of Moghul  invasion o
the secamd hait of the seventh cent
bry whien the Abbassite Caliphate in

brivgg wepkened as o result of the
compebition  belween  Persians and
Turks, ob the voniiiet bDelween  the

Shils and ithe 3unnis and of the lack
of respect and prestice of the Caliphs
wlich Ried paved  the
with lar Hiliien 1o destesy e ahha-
site Cullohole in G346, Farthermore,
the detedioradon of the Ommayvyod
Julahisin when the er-
basrs took  over iheir
kingdoar 2ol divided i ints statelets,
sach  disintoegration had  laciiitated
the pats for :he Frankish o swaliow
up  these  ofnlelets one by one il
they  absorbesd  them  compleicly in
B, I owdedition fo these catasirophes
ther Tefiate dysasty o Eoyaot and
Svria st aneod and fell into the haee
ds o E e T fho

alt tosether

Hyrear v in
ird sahports

Aovubs and then

Margeings v pusimed confror watil
ihedr e s wrisfedt by the [t
Groan e s B2

You tan  realise,  gentelmen,

ik |

broe Hrese hislorical events  that ithe

Arais had spent 860 years with po

power ur Ringdem. Their legacy and
Romes had been subject o commen
putage and exploftation by the Mog-
s, Turks, Persians, Greeks and by

Spanish shortly afterwards,

These non-Aral invaders had
been Hiterate and marauding hords
wie  had  indulged In vandalism
and passions; and altimately brought
about the downfall of the language
andd it5 lieralure as well as s scien-
oes. They wantonly seorehed libiraries,
aanulied schools, exterminated scie-
ntists and learned intellects. Further,
taere was the conguest of the Tari-

ars  and their ravages in Bokhara
Baghtud, the Crusaders in Svria and
th Frankish in Andalusia. Hod the

Aralric language been abolished and
julned ifs two co-semitic [anguages,
it woulkd not have been considered
ouf o the nature of things or an
inrovation in the logic of history,

Nevertheless it has survived as
the language of religion and science,
of the government and peoples in

Macaa, Hgypt Syra, and the Arad
Fondostba,  Hhul it nel  bBeen for fhe
arrogance of the Turks sud ihe Faua-
tecism ob the Persians, it woula have
Musiins  all over

Deen  spoken  wy

the worid,



-t Parkian language
i1 svris, the Coptic b
it Matlnerzan in Marosooo.

Bariag the Abbassite Caliphate,
the golden wwe of the Arabic
uage, it becaine the language of reli-
gion, literafure, science, palitics admi.
pistration and civilization. The Musii-
ms whosnever had besn fravelling
*om one cauntry 1¢ anethr in the
Islamic world fell as i he were going
from one place to another in his nativ®
land and he sever faced the diffien-
lty of being undersiced nor did he
cxperience any hardship in dealing
o adversily of living,

Lany-

Musitins, Arabs  and  Persigng

P as been s

on i the  moannes, ftheir discipline

i thelr homes, thewr way of dife anil

their constilution. It has penetrated this glotious mission In such & man-

ner that it has gained
: leadership o

: e might be said that its laureis in the
tions and minds in such a mapner that | "VRL De said that its laurels in the

never had o paraliel in the history | SPheTe ol religion and language mig-

deaply into their souls and nature,
and has alfecied their tongues, tradi-

of divine seriptures,

Hepcelunh, the [8amic culture
his heen based upod two basic pri-

Pressure in the  sense  that  {slam

withewt Arabic is obscure and back-

- watrd e Arabic without Islam shrinks

cand dies away, Therefore they are

ctoscly knit together or inter-relatel,

it must be stated that ail Sem-
itic Lanpuages are chiefly indebted
i their survival fo religion. Judaisn
Christianity and 1slam have been the
causes of the survival of Hebrew,
Syriac, and Arabic respectively. Yet
the dilfrrence between the survival
of Arabic and the survival of both
Hebrew and Syriac (s like the diffe-
renee Detween the body and ihe soul,

Al-Azhar being the heir of Pro-
phethaod, protector of the Faith, and

; i L { 0y esfn.
alike, hal been absolntely follwoing the propagater of the all, has esta

] i r ! igh
the leachings of the Holv Qur'an. it hlished

Belr optition and sapplicati-

s migsion those two
pillars. ie. religion of Islawr and the
Arabu Language Thanks to God's help
and care, Al-Azhar Bas underfaken

UL

the place ol

the Istamic world., |t

bt be shared mare or less by same

- schools wnd mesques founded by the
Sullans in (Cairg, Damascus, Aleppo,

- Barhdad,

aeiples s e religion and its varfous |

wobenees ) and the fangiage  with is
The relation boed-
WE 1) a5 been
snutual and mteracting at the highest

differen: hiraneciiog,

these tws piliars

e

(iordova, dayrawan  and

Zaytourab, such ay the schools of

. Nasseryel, Qamheyyah, Salahyyah,

Muavyad, Mansouryyah, Shavkhyyou
riah, Zaherryvah, Kamelivyah and Nex-
amyyah. However such schools, which



ks ers cresteer fo Libusteaice the wnimi-

s

-

1A bbb e e while  th
Progieti- Trulitions, origing OF juris-
prodence, aperprefations of dhe {ur-

arn, awers naduced feoexplain relig-

oS JRUnctuns,

Thanks to the Quran, the Arsbhic
langlage is being spoken by ait the
Arabs ansd bas been diszeminated
everyw.ere, 1t has been preserved
for almest 14 centuries without being
altered or affecicd or stagnant, This is
in zceordance with God's saving We
have, withoat douabf, sent dowao the
Quran; and We will assuredly puard
it {frem coruption} 7 (Survah, 15V, 9},
It is therefore guite clear that the
prescrvaiion of the Holy Quian nec-

essitates  the preservation of s
liagnage.

i one fakes a shost

erance atl
Phee bistore of the divine and secular
rengions, e wiit realize thal there
15 ne relician wiich has heen carried
froqg ihe extreme cast o the extre-
me west hy its own language exee-
pt of  [slam  and the
Arabic lanpuaoe which has marvefl-
paskty  achieved  this object for 1380
vears while ot the sithe  time rema.,
jnine sirong,  dyoomnie, integral and
maifoming 1is own characteristics,

Lo relivign

e cowirast with this the origing
Books o the viher religions had been
only rend i the very fand in which
tirese  religinns appeared, but when

Cthey spread to other lands, they were

seald throwsly teapsindicns white the

Coririnett books were oreed beoa Fow

religines fignres,

Buddhist  books, {60 instance,
are read by the toilowers of this sect
in both China and Japan through
their respechive lanpnages. Likewise,
Toranh and the Bibie are read in the
Uhirstian world throneh the diffecent
lanpuapas of every individual christian
nation. Theretore they had but a sli-
oht impact upon the ditferent literat-
ures entd they were jransisted into
the Latin language. Then they had a

strong  nihience  on the  Ewropean
literatiras,
However this is ot 30 in {he

case of e Wur'an, This s due to
the fact that the Muosiims have act-
uaily belicved that the languape  of
vhe fJuran is a parl of of s essence
antl the Taot that it waes an expression
of the Revelation of {iod; the lanpu-
ave of Ths Book; 8 Miracle of Iis Mes-
senger ; and the language of fiis Call
The Messenper in turm clevated if by
his Fraditions: the religion diffused
ifoand the Quran made it elernal.

‘The (ur'an is not actually called
(duran srsss it is reciled in Aralbe
and the praver is not perfectiy per-
furmed unless 1 i said in Arabic
Therefore the peaple bastened to stody
it and speak i and 1o pubiish books
b it, to be  enthusiastic aboul it o



Muslime. e cb
their heoor
from 1o

sl {he world  tarn

L. I.L'r1 T l-'| L F_
LoTneeaInee 10T

et ey ob (oo ol
& Cplong oo opat o truthe Al-Azhar,
ptoG, represon's tie asyvium of  the

"';fphﬂ&ﬂsed neaple in which they find
B 4 staynch protcction when they are
B> subject to tyranny or dispotism,

Conversely, Al-Azharis a univ-
Porersal university to which students
-frorm every vatisn, breed and colour
amme to further their religions stod-
: ‘ H:a ta Vropagate the Divine Call when
': they return back o their countries.
“A-Azhar has been 1he sacred place
Jin which the worshippers, ascetios,
r_'_' preachers, the memorizers ol the
. Holy Koran and  the blessed people

. had livert
- _ ..
- Al-Avlar bes been the spiritaal
. base who i incebiiened the imperialists
L8
* 3

who impliciteiy and explicitely  atte-
mpted 1 Driea about 115 downfall and
g destructen o order to he sale  and
secure. Wi Failed fo
* this oljoct, Lesw hegan th comprom-
7. ise and flatter it in order to take
B advantage of

iy achicye

uﬂ Al-Azear bas been the nations)
- institutics o hich fought  against
gorrufro:,  treent forth  mational
p. leader:' coel o eontoibuted  efieciiv-
_ely to oo wophening of the nudern
F Arab world and its peoRic. It has
' insplred t ool strenglhened it Perh-
L. aps if we lock back inte the pages

o
Cohedtrned Asharites

e Hrearech

we ol Hod six

who b opoosed
respsterd the
Turiish tyranmny, vz Shay ke Abdueliah
Al Sharkawi, the legendary  Dgure
Ahmed Crabi whe had opposzed the
Khedival oppression, and Saad Zagh-
iul who had foughl against Britisn
Imperiaiism. Hence all these preview-
sly mentioned may be conceived
fromy the word of AL-AZHAR., How-
gver tonight | shall confine my lec-
ture {o the Arabic Langwage in par
ticular and not to any oiher subject.

past history,

IV AS] fi, nitd

Gentlemnen: the oare of  Al-
Azhar tawards the Arabic lahpuage
arises Irom the care of the (glorious
{Juran towards it. I we enumerate
the benefits and merits hestowed by
thee Quran on the Arubic
wo owotld  find that the words
hecome  mellifloens, ity construciion
melodious, its meaning adeguate, 1S
logic powtful and s wocahulary

languape,
in it

rich and copons
Hohas bmougit forth  religipus
and literary sciences which preserved
its vocabulary by virtue of gramati-
cal rules and lexicons. The Quran
has farther expanded the domain of
terminolaey el Arabic expressions.
Consequently  many  scispces  have
heen prodoced, sweh as. Morphology,
Arabic Gramma’, and philolegy, to
prevent the Arabic tongue  irom
grammatical mistekes. Rhetorics were
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