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THE NEED TO LEARN FROM
CURRENT EVENTS

By
MAULANA SYED ABUL HASAN ALI NADWI

The following speech was delivered at the resi-
dence of Dr.l. C. Dawoodbhoy in Bombay, in the
presence of a select gathering of scholers and medical
practitioners,

Gentlemen,

The Mustims have bazn enjoined in the gloricua
Qur'an ta learn from past events and draw proper
inference from them because there is a definite relati-
onship between means (asbab) and ends (nataij). The
way roots and leaves, even weeds, have certain
specific properties and produce their effect, in the same
way our mode of conduct and way of life react on us-
rather they are more powerful as they have a built-in
mechanism to make or mar our lives (here and in the
hereafter). The food articles and plants (adible and
medicinal), in short, everything has been created for the
sake of protection and preservation of mankind, it is
life which is all important and we should take lessons
from the incidents which occur around us. Because we
have not only been directed to draw morals from
important events narrated in the glorious Qur’an, but
admonished for not doing so :

“Many are the signs In the heaven and the earth
(so full of meaning for man) yet they pass them
by, hardty taking notice of them.”

Surah Yusuf : 105




Thera are many signs in the heaven and the earth
which people pass by without noticing and do not learn
from them, We havae been warned in another chapter
in still harsher tarms ;

1) “Euot for those who disdain to understand
neither the sign of Allah (in the heaven and
the earth) nor the admonition of warners

~{the Prophets) will avail."

Surah Yunus ; 101

2) "Socon will We show them Qur signs in the
regions {of the earth) and in their own souls,
until it becomes manifest to them that this

(the glorious Qur'an) is the Truth.*’
Surah Ha Mim as-Sajdah : 53

Tre mosttragic events towards which the ‘millat’
should devote its immediate attention are the frequent
dsturbances which take a beavy toll of lite and proper-
tv oand avery time occur wilh increased savagery and
brutatty, Why do these disiurbances take place 7
Do trey o2our by chance or they have become part of
the destiny of the ‘millat' ? Is there any short-Coming on
aour cart or i our mode of living, or the rasporsibility
lies with the administration. This is the most pressing
proclem and a challenge of our times. It is not a big
gathering but the select persons who are present here
are more important because they carry more weight in
saciety on account of their educational and cultural
background and achievements. | think whatl will say
to this 2lite audience would be more useful in many
respects than a speech at a publiz meeting.
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Gentlemen,

The first and foremost duty of the ‘ummatl’ is to
share with their countrymen the boon (the true religion)
which has been bestowed by Allah, The ‘fummat' should
worry over the fate of other peopla necause the Fro-
pheis {(peace be on them all) used to wore¥ oveor thair
‘Ummat’. The last Prophet Muhamimad (peace be on
him} has been consoled onaccount of it in the glerious
Qur'an :

‘4t may be that thou torments  thyself

{O Muhammad) because they believe not.”
Surah ash-Shura ; 3

It is the primary responsitility entrusted to the
‘ummat’ especially those who are 'heir to the Prophets’
{peace be on them all) i, e. Ulama, that right guidance
(hidayat) should spread as far and wide as possible.
It should be their endesavour that the light (of islam}
with which they have been blessed by Allah should
iluminate the four corners of the worid :

“et there arise out of you a band of peaple
inviting to all that is good, enjcinright conduct
and forbid what is wrong. Such arz they who
are successful,"”

Surah al-t~lmram ; 104

There are many varsas in the glorious Qiur’an in
which the presant ‘ummat’ has been saddled with the
respansibility of preaching, in fact, it has bean mentian-
ed as the main reason for its excealiense over all the
past generations !

“You are the best community that has been
raised-up for mankind. You enjoin right conduct
and forbid indecency ; and you bealieve in Allah,”

Surah al-i-tmran : 110
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The other responsibility which devolves on the
‘ummat’ according to their religion and also as a
matter of scund reason is that it should acguaint other
people with the Fundamental Principies of Islam in the
mutual intzrast of both. "What is Islam ; what are its
teashings =nd what is the ultimate outcome of follow-
ing or failure to fallow them '

"Eat ve and drink ve to your heart's content, for
that ve worked (righteous deeds). Thus do We
certamly reward the doers of good. (O ye un:ust!)
gat ye and enjoy yourself (Lut} a little whila for
that ye ara sinnets, Ah woe, that Cay toreject-
ors of Truth.'

Surah Mursalat; 41-46

Then wa should introduce ourselves and the
proecipios wihich we have been commianided to praclise
atna which we: have accepted as the way of our life,
VWe ghould =lso try to bring other people closer to
ourselves by exemblary conduct and persuade tham to
study the religion which we represent and follow.
They should be made curious at:cut slam. They may
start thinking as what type of people the Mulims are
and the religlon they follow The other paople must
he broughti to realize that the Muslin-s do not ill-treat
ar harm anytody, They wish we|l for cne and all. The
Muslims do not consider tne worldly possessiors the
be-all and end-aii of everything in life It seems trey
have ditfferent values and ideals before trem. They
cannot be dissuaded from their principles for any
corsideration. Tney cannot be incited to onpression
atz, 18 there any otrer world whith they (the Musiims)
lhave in view which is concealed from us 7?

Vrnay point out that there are certain avents

which nflugnse the mind of a person and sometimes

noing aboul s revolutionary change in his life.
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Jabbar bin Salma was a companion (Sahabi} of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him), when asked
how he came to embrace Islam as he was very stead-
fast in following his former religion, he said, ‘just one
short sentence brought about this big change.' Then he
narrated that he attacked a Muslim (Hazrat Haram bin
Milhan), with his spear, it pierced his body and he fell
on the ground, but before dying he uttered .the

- following words

‘| swear by Allah of Ka'ba ! | have sucoecdad.”

This short sentence szt me thinking. | asked myself;
what is success ? Are there diffarent criferia of
success 7 | see that a person who is martaily wounded
and falle to ths ground, he would scen be deprivad
of ail pteasures of life, his wifs would be widowed and
the children orphaned; and yet he says he has succe-
eded. | tried to know and understand how he corgid-
ered himself successful although he was on the verge
of death. | knew that he would leave all nis belangings
in the waorld. | also knew that truth sits on the tips of a
dying man (even otharwise the Arabs were not prone

1o lies}.

| enquired from some Muslims as what the dying
man saw at that moment that he said, hehassucceeded.
They told me that | did not understand the implication
of that sentence. Me was happy that he died for Truth
(Hagg). The Muslims believe in Atlah and they know
that martyrs go to Paradise. The dying Muslim might
have saen a glimpse of his piace in Paradise., That is
why he said, he had succeeded, Then b admitted this
short sentence caused him to embraze lslam,

The incident which i relater is unicue in the

‘history of lslam. | do not say every Musim should

tollow his example. It is not necessary, arther, But tha

Musltims snouid live in such amannue that other peopls
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may be constrained to think what type of people the
Musiims are : Do they not realise the value of monay ?
Do they nat know that one can tuy comtorts and
pleasure, command respect and authority with money?
Do thay not know that sometirnes lies can be used as
altiias ~ind 1ha possession of wealth carries tremendous
waiihtin avy soriely thesa days 7 Then why do they
mottry to leag & life of case and comfort as we do ?
Wiy cannot these persons be tempted to err with the
uss of opaney P

The mode of cur living shou'd have been exemp-
Loy whiten would have attracted other people o islam,
bosre an axample and (1 is a challenge for the lzarned
vocis The Prophat (peane be on him) preached for
iviciecs vears in Makkah and another six yearsin
Meao:ina biosasad with consummates expertise, as he was
in preaching, performing miracizs now andthanandata
tirme when the glorious Qur'an wes being revealed, but
only a few peorle embraced Islam. But accerding to
Imam Zohri, who is ane of the trusied traditionists
(mubkaddis) in between the period of signing the Treaty
of Hudzibiyah and the Prophet's (peace be onhim)
Triumehant Entry into Makkah, a very iarge number of
people entered tha fold of tslam as naver before. What
could have been the reason ? The Pronhet {peaca be
cn him)is tha same, the glorious Qur’an is the same, but
i1 sners asat the flood gates were thrown wide open
ar ot tyead of twe chaplet (tasbih) was broken and
the bends scattered all around.,

Tie anrarant reason bhehing this wes that after
s beneas Trooty tre non Mustin Arans were trea
to coria o Mading <nd have a close look at the lives
ot Snsions. Thera was no communication between
the Muslisns and Ahn non-Muslims before this Treaty as

. £

A cicd=s of cornfrontation had existed hetween them,

The ron & ushirns were afrald or coming to Madina,
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They used to meet the Muslims either in the battle-fie!d
or sometimes in the course of their travels, There was
a clause in the Treaty that non-Muslims cotJ[d visit
Madina and Muslims could visit Makkah without any
restriction. Trere was freedom of movement after the
Treaty came into force. The people from Makkah came
to maet their relations in Madina ard observed that
their way of life had changed to a great extent, They
noticed that they belang to the same stock, speak thea
same lanquage, dress in the same manner and  eat the
same tvpe cf focd, then how is it that their (Muslirms'}
morals and manners are quite distinct from thair own,
their way of life and dealings are vary different. The
non-Muslims saw that as they stayazd with thoem as
cuests (thouch they do not belong to their religion)
they feed their guests first and at tirres allowsd their
chitdren 1o go hungry, they looked after the comforis
of tre guests in preference to the members of thair
own family, The Muslims always emploved rolite
language and decorum in their conversation with non-
Muslims, they never indulged in gibes, taunts or
sarcasm. They were also hard warking and not that
they had become lazy after embracing islam, they went
for prayers five times a day with all eagerness and
their beravour in the family was courtsous., They
ware living happily among themselves with mutual co-
cpzration and good will. What had meda all this
difference ? They wers forced to conclude that lslam
had broucht about this great charge in their lives,
Tre non-Muslims of Makkah had an opporiunity te
ponder over the teachings of Islam at izisure and in
a cangenial atmosphere, They were sttracicd towards
Islam and thousand upon thousand embrasea islam.,
Imam Zahri further says thal the non-MNMuslim Arabe
had the occasion to maat and observe the Lives of
Muslims at close guarters and Islam crested wplace for

itself in thair hearts.
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The Muslims have been living in this country for
about a thousard years and they have not intraduced
themselvas in the manner they ought to have done and
infiuenced their countrymen, Is it not a short-coming
on nart ? The crux of the matter s that our country-
men did not get an gpportunity to experience Islamic
maoras and exemplary canduct. They have known us
as rivais in elections and competitors in business with
thorasult that they behave with us in the way unfrien-
diby =irangaers are treated They are net aware of our
inraront gitalities-the guality of love and sympathy for
one and all, They do not have an inklihq of the earnest
desire wa hart.our in our hearts for their welfare and

will-being. We have not been able to convince our

non-Muslim neighbours that It is on account of the
Muslinms that the Divine Mercy descends on the
country ard thus how essential and useful we are in
this respect. If you enquire from any literate Hindu if
he has studied Islam mest likely, he would reply in the

negalive.

Arn Arab friend told me that when he visited the
viad Dtates, some of the Amerizan friendsrepeatedly

=d him two questions. How many wives he had in
his harem and how many camnels in the camel-shed. It
appeared that these were the two main criteria for a
Muslim in the eyes of an averaae American ; plurality
of wives and keeping of camels. The common non-
Pustim in India thinké that there are two essential
alt ibuizs of 2 Muslim. He is circumcised and eats beef-
as it itwere part of nis ralicion and that he is l inclined
to be shori-lempered, The other indication of a Muslim
1s that he o casily offended by the playing of music in
front of @ mosgue This is the image of an average
Muslim which has ordinarily been projected here.

I was once traveiling from Hardol to Lucknow
by train with a party. We said cur pravers in cohgre-
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gation (jama’at}, | was leading thz orayars. | said
HAjlah-u- Akbar' aloud serveral times as in usual, A
co-traveller who had introduced himself as Chairman
of a District Board earliar, very innacently asked me
after the prayers ; '"Maulana Saheb, when you uttered
'Allah-u~Akbar’, were you addrassing these words to
the falte Mughal King Akbar 7' Wa have not so far
tried to explain the 'azan' which is pronounzed five
times a day (and at some places through lotid-

spaakers). A Muslim sage once stuggestad that at

least we ought to have translated the words of ‘azan’
in Hindi. They do not Know that these words simply
mean : “rise uoto worsnip,' rise upto wall-peing,” the

service of worship is better than slzep, etc.”

What have we been doing here all these yaars 7
When thers is a disturabance, we compiain, “What
typ= of, peopl=z they{the non-Muslims are.'We are |living
here for hundreds of yzars and they do nothave any ra-
gard for us. No dount, our countrymen are aiso at fault.
The curriculum, the political system and elections too
have contricuted a 1ot to the present woeful candi-
tions, The szcholars and educationists have been told
time and acain that ihe text bocoks of history are
creating an atmosphere of hatred and fear. There are
many weaaknessas in our countrymen. | know all these
as a student of bistorv. | am not addressing them or the
adminisirators or educationsts at preseent | will tel!

them all this when thare wili be =n Tear 1L

+

They {the Non-Muslims) ought to have tried to tndar-

stand the basic beliets, culture, social custams, meorals,
habits and peculiarities of the Muslims whao have pesn
living as their neighbours for a thousand vears and
who have taken a leading part in ail-round pro, ress of
the country for a long time. Their co-relicionists also
live in the neighbouring countries as also in dozZens
of independent countries in Asia and Africa. But it is
no us2a telling about their short-comings here, | am
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addressing you and presently concentrating on our
cwn short-romings. We did not acquaint cur neighbo-
urs with Istam, | would like to pose a quUestion befors
VoL qu many of those present here have tried to
edu-sats their class-fellows and co-workers about
Istam ? How many good writers have we produced in
regiona! languages ? What we do these days is that
we start an Urdu newspaper. If there are four already
sometody would add one more and consicder it a great
“iihad". Was there no need to start a dally newspaper
or a weegkly magazine with an attractive ¢et-up in ons
of the many regional languages spoken here containing
standard and authentic articles on Islam ? We do not
have an English daily newsgaper. When there is a
disturbance, we complain that wide publicity is given to
cna-siced views by the so called national press, We are
mappressed :mq' parsecuted butlwe are presented as

Onoreraars and persecutors,

P disinctly remember about a big public meeting
of Adl-lndia Muslim Parsonal Law Board in Bombay
Fald on 27t and 28th December, 1872, wrere the
atterdance might nave heen 60,000 or more. The late
Harmid Dalwai demonstrated at the meesting with a few
followears-may be twenty or so. But the news about
the Board meeting was relenated to a corner, whereas
the news about this petty demonstiration was given
groat prominence as if it was a great event involving
10,000 to 20,000 paople.

We have to concentrate on two points in the
present circumstances, The number of participants in
this meeting may be small, but every one present here
must be having a large ¢ircle of friends. We should
ek an attamost to publish thought-provoking booklets
and par ohlsts in regional lanuages, 1t would be stiil
better it good non-Muslim writars can be commissioned
to writa thase booklets in their mothar tongues, Because
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there is a marked difference in their sivie and that of
other writars, We should aiso get first rate monagraphs
written by competent 'Ulama’. By the grace of Allah,
the Academy of Islamic Research and Publizaticns,
Lucknow, has published good many bookletsin reginnal
languages which can bs given to non-Muslims  with-

" out any heasitation. Kindly obtain suczh bookiets

from it, and distribute them among non-Muslim
neighbours and friends with a request 1o read them
at leisure, The system of sending 'Eid cards may
be extended to cover non-Muslims also. The ‘Eid s
auspicicus (mubarak) for us because we observe fast
and, insha Allah, we would get a great reward in the
hereafter which we cannot even think of in this world.
The'Eid cardmay convey a message about islam-select
an appropriate verse from the gloricus Qur'an or a
saying of Prophet Muhammad (peace ba on him). They
may read It or not. But if a person gets a good number
af such cards year after year he may b2 inciined to
read cne or some of them, The message may bagin with
such words that today is the auspicicus day of ‘Eid, '
we are happy and wa want to share our happiness
with you. {f this custom spreads then some day, some
persons may feel how can such people be harmed when
they beliave in and practise such good principlas of
friendiinass

The one best way to stop these freguent distur-
bances is to change the made of living in ston a man-
ner that it may appeal to non-Muslime. They may no
tice that a Muslim walks in the street with his eyes cast
down. He does not stare at the women passing by, He
does not harm any body but helps everybody, If you
are travelling by traln and you have asked a vendor for
tea at a station while a co-traveller has also asked for
it,offer it to him if you get your tea before he does his.
If he decziines tal! him politely that you would take it
later when tre wvendor brings tea for vou, It is
unexpected of you, but these small courtesies will go a
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fong way In changing their attitude towards Muslims
and Islam They will be constrained to think that Isiam
does not preach hatred and Muslims are a helpful
people. Islam does not teach to throw about provoking
insinuations but tends to civiliseand confer refinement,
Whenever and wheraver be it a market place, office or a
workshop, You get an opportunity to present an
agrezable picture of Islamiz teachings and morals,
temzeramant and conduct. do so by your charming

inanners.

! have placed my points of view in the short time
w2 Fad at our disposal. There were many other things
to be told, but what | have said here is enough for the
presant. We should now pray that Allahmay accaord His
approbation to what has been said here in brief and
maka it easy for us to act onit and profitable for all of

vs He may alsn protact and help us.

LU Theare is no help oxecept from Ailah, the
Exalted, the Wiga,"

Surah al-i-lmrah ; 126

The End
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