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movement writes in the T iqJdr-0-Juyild-il-Ahrdr. 
" A sign of God was he in guiding the people oo 

the right path and maldng their hearts incline towards 
God. A large number of people b ecame pure-hearted 
saints through the potent influence exerled by him, while 
his spiritual successors sweeped the country clean of all 

i11novaLions and polytheistic thoughts and practices ancl 
made the masses betake the path of the Book and tht' 

srmnah. The blessings of his noble efforts an: still visible . 
. . . . . . .. In short, there w;:is none so godly and perfoct o f 

spirit in the whole world in those days, nor was there any 
mystic or religious scholar who t.:.Xerted such a salutary 

influence even over one-tenth of thl! people as be did.1" 

Hyd er 'Air of Rampur, a savant among scholars, had the 

honour of being taught by Shall ' Abdul 'Aziz, the reputed 
son of Shah Wiiliullalt. He writt:s in Si-yllnat-un-NiJJ 'An 

Waswasatal lfhanntls. 

" The light of his guidance rn.se Like the glorious 
lamp of heaven and illuminarcd a ll the lands and hearts 

of the people . Thousan.ds of persons wlto had been long 
accustomed to polythci:;tic pract ices, repented of their 

sins and betook the right pat.h of the Book and Lhe sunnah. 
His spiritual disciples travelled from land Lo land show
ing the path of righteousness LO innumerable persons. 

" The Saiyid appointed thousands of his spiritual succes
sor who continue to administ<'r oath of allegiance to 
the people and guide the.m through Lheir sermons. There· 
were persons who detested prayer and fasting; revelled in 
drinking spree; indulged in adultery, illegal gratification, 

I. Tiqsilr·O-Juyilti-il-Ahrlr, Bhopal, 1298, pp. 109- 110 
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usury :md misd e.nicanour ; d ispuled the nc<-d o f haj and 

(,akat, a nd sbauwlrssly j ested with the sharl'ah snying tha1 
neithPr th,. prayl·r '' as commended by the Company nnr 

fast waJ; prcscr iLecl IJy lil..: Cou ncil. l l was through the 

lt·achingsofrhcSaiyid that su.:hperson s repentecl from tla·iJ 

si·nful ways, t::01111 :..t.:1c<l kgrd marriagt·s, gut tJwm sclw)o, 
circumcised and beC'~1rne virtuous and pious. As many 
as 1.1·n il:o usa11d p1-rs1>ns o ften took the oath a t Lis hand , 
in a single da~ . whilv a lar~·· number of Hindus. $hl'a~ 

a nd Yogis a tcep1rcl Islam by listt•ning to his sernH•llS. Even 

Christians ttSl:'d Iv a1; pi-"ach hi t11 secre tly L• > ·~mbr IL Cc I ii~ 

faith. l111111merable rdigic u.s sch nlars eugagcd dwmselvt>s 

i11 pro\'icling g11idaw· · t t 1 thc p opulace' .iftC'.r taki11g 1 he 

hi ' (Jl from hi!ll j ~~1 llit! ~ 'I' lJ l l"nl Wf l)h- I OIDDh ' lllUri1 :- l•ll th~· 

Quranic v1•rsrs a nd T n dil ioas ; published bouh an<l 
trac1:; i11 thl· J;rngu.1g. u11 Lh· rstoutl by the mass1•s !or 

irnpartir1g k110\vlcdg, 1Jf religion to t110S•' wliu wen • 

l•:iriicr ignuru11l " ' vt1 .1bon1 LIL..: r n·t' U (kalimah) 11f 1111 · 
Muslirns.1 " 

' Abdul Ahad wus a1i.nbe1· schulur wliv had rni ·L :111d 

co11vl'rsecl wi1li a 11uo1u1:1 uf disciph s of t!J,. S:iiyid. H l· 

lc:s tifies thar : 

" Abvu l I~ " ty tl1• i usaud H i11du · :111d uth E- r 11uu

~1usljms wc·n· co11venc•d tu I slam by the Suiyicl while thin y 
hundrnd ll u•usuntl Muslims ba<l plc-clge:d fi dc.lity tn him, 
The numb. ·r CJf ll 1l>S.! who lOok tlic oath 011 the• h:tnds 

of S:iiyiJ's cfocipJe~ <ind their ~piritu<d sttl"ce:ssnrs <'Xl"\'d!
w m of millio ns.:" 

I. Hyder 'Ali Rlimpiiri, ~'(iiincl-an-Nii:r ' A n Wam:osatal lllumnas. 1:!70 
A . H . pp. 1-G. 

~. Sawiinth AltmaJt 
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Wilayat ' Alt1 of ' Az1mabad (cl . 1269 A.H.) , :i pm m1nen r 

l1 1 ~c1plr· of thr Sai yid, whti also LOok pnn in tl1ejil1iid writes : 

" As soo11 as tlw Saiyid gnvc his call o f' n ·ligious 

11·f<i nu, p1·oplc l'n.1111 every pal'r or the c.:ounrry gather<•c.l 
m ttnd li i111 . Hi!> po pulari ty rOSl' tu the c.-xt1·n1 that 

nftcntim1's nowcl~ consisti11~ of as ma ny as ten thousanci 
pcr.:ons wok oa ths or a llegia nce at his hn11d in a singl1· 
clay . Tlw nu 111b..: r t •l' his followt0 1 ) ros .. da) by clay :incl 

L1 111 11~;i 11ds ur m111 - ~ I 11slims embraced Islam. lnnu m•·rabJ.• 

rw rs1111s n ·pe11 11·tl or tlwir p:ist sim . Within a shon period 
of live ur six yc.1rs about thirty humlrcd Lliuusaud persons 
wok Lill' bi· al 011 h i- h;,nds, whik , 11n his w ay to the haj 
.111 .. 1hr1 hundrt'd tl1ousand m1•11 took the uath. Thou~

:inds o f thes1: W L· r c scholars. tl1 0 )1· wlio had cummittcd 
rbc• Qui ' a n tll d 11: ir m emorany, l'Xp <:: n j u rists and m en 

disti11g11ish1td i11 o tl1vr 11ckls o f life. AU this go t·s lo show 

dw t Goel It .te l blcs~cd h im w ith ~nch :.t populari ty Lhnt 

1·H·rybotly f..!L his lwa n a u rac11·cJ lo him . " 2 

Wilii.yat ' Ah go• ~ 1111 fu rtiH·1 Ill dest.:r il.i .. Lh,· d 1a og1· 

i110ugh L a boul i11 th<' ti le .,f tl111s1• whu j oi r11•d tltf S:iiyicl's 
l1 l11V l'llll'n L. 

"0rll' o ugl1t lu k11ow th.. salubrious inllucncc 
l'Xt·I u.: tl br lit<; t'Cllltpany uf t!H.:SC r io us n1t·n. Whnsne\'C'r 

I. \Villya t 'Ali w.u ,, rt'spcclet l lc.u.icr nut.I p1cClU~'1r •·f the people wbo 

da.im to follow Lhc T rn<lition• of thr Prophet rather than one of the 

J11ristic school< l'hr. t:Btc:cm in which he ht:ld the Saiyid is apparent 

l1om the :i.bovc: quointion. 1\nothcr grc:11 lender nr tbc ~ect , Shih 

Muliatnm nd lsml'il , hus paid n glowinjl tribute Lo his spiritual 

mc:n to r, S:ihicl t'\hm:id Shnhicl, in the int1uductio 11 to h is book 
Sirtil·i-Mustcqim. 

2. Wi~ynt ' Ali. Hisii' i f 1 iJ 'a, Uclhi, ?\. D p. 56 
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JOLns them with a smcr·re heart and lakes the bi'al to 

the Saiyid, hi' instanrly feels an aversion to thr world 

and a liking for the hereafter. This r.ocs on increasing 
ti ll he is completely cut adrift from polytheistic practices 
and innovations; Jove and regard for God and admira
tion for the sharl'ah increases; cagernC'ss for the prayc1 

takes root in lo his heart ; everyone set against God faUs 

into disfavour no matter wheth1·r hC' is father or son , 
r.laughter or men tor ; llw aw~ of Gocl allowes no cor
d iality lo them. M any of thl'm give up their vocations. 
le.we callings disallow~d by the shari'ah and desert tbei1 

homes for th1: sake nf God. These me11 have persuaded 
most or the peopl1· f(I offer prayers with the result that 
1 h<' snivelling cbarlnums arc demanding tbt'ir followers 
tu µerform 111 <' prny1·rs [r>s t lhl:y should turn awny from 

,i.hcm."1 

1<a1iim:u 'All of J aunpur (b. 1209 A.H. ) was ouc of the 
greates1 rcformt>r~ Tndin has sern. The marvellous succesc: 

of hls n1i~sionary endeavour in Bengal, where he: created the 

zeal for faith in millions, bears testimony to liis saintliness.~ 
H e writes about the Saiyid : 

" Jt i!> nCll 11ec!"ssa ry to <l1:s1:ri be b.is winsome qualitie~ 
for Lhcy arc kuown tn a ll i11 th1· country. \'\'hat else can 
be a greater miracle than thl' r·11tire population taking to 
religious observances a l ru!l behest ? Aforelimc even the 
women folk of religious-minded people paid no a1 tenlion 

I . Risa'il Tis' a, p. 61:1. 
2. The author beard Nawib Bah• dur Yl r Jang saying in one of his 

'pccchcs that Kar&m:at 'Ali 11uidccl twenty million people to the path 
o f ri~htc-OU$actS in Bengal. 
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to prayer, but now the men ;md women belonging ro 
overy caste and class perform the prayers punctually. 
People uow recite Lhe Qur'an correctly and there is such 
a zeal for commiuing the Book of God to one's memory 

that r:vcu wvmeu, iu Ua~ vil111.ges and towns, arc memoris

ing it. Tht! 0Jd1·r rnosqurs are now fi Ucd with th<

worshippcr! and nc\\' ones a n· being c:.ons[ructcd. 
Tl1onsands arno11g thr populace have purfonncd the 
JiaJ; pulydwistk usages a nd prac tices have bt.:cn given 
up ; the demand for religious books has iucn'a~cd and even 
lhc: rare t reatises c:i11 now be fou nd in every village and 
J 1a birntio11 . Of a fact, the Saiyid is tlw spiritual guide 
uf entire l\l uslim community of thr day. One may know 

ir or not, acknowledge or refute it1 but t h!:' fact is that 
cmry in the fold of one wLo has been rnac.h· n R enovator 
by God, is the sign uf 1rnc's c> Ym strength of faith.1'' 

Acknowledgem..int by Some Orientali&ts 

Notwithsmnding ll11~ = 1111~aring campaig11 uncl cl isLortio11 

of facts, munlionnd abovl', by mosl of the Western \••ritcrs, 
s0mc o f thc 11 1 have aclrnowledged Liu• cxccnsivcncss of Saiyid's 
J ihad l\.1ovcm1!11t a:. well a s Lhu 1asti11g efft:CL it hac.l on th e 
M usli1u socie ty of lndo-Pak sub-cominenc. Wilfred Cantwell 
· 111itl1. who bas studied Lhe various Islamic rc-vivaJ ist movt>-

rm.:ucs o f diffcren t countries C:1 lling the 1\/Iusli Ills back to Islam, 
w1~i tr.s in the Islam in the Moddrn Hislor;· : 

"Ev<-n more lasting and more wi<lespread was the 
pcrsistcmce of the movcmcnLs' impetus and ideal. The 
anempls ~o oust the infide l could be,' and were, suppressed, 

I. Karani::u Ali, J\1akasha.fdt-i-Huhm11/ 
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The anemp1~ 1n rc·fi111 a1.d 1rnc w Yfuslim soc1ct} 

.ind w r.•s tort: its glu1·y must continue. and incidentJy 

kr.<'p it rem inded nr it:; morn propt> r des tiny on both 
scores. T lw drea m of rcviv.:d Indo-Musl im power 

remaim·d into the twentieth C<'11t 11ry. tn haunt or incite' 
1lic comm1111i ty."l 

Anoll1e1 \V1 s tem ~rholar . P H~u dy. wriLi ug abom tl11 

,, bjectives and ma~s app1·a l o f lhf' Sniyid's J ihad Mnvt·1nen1. 

:<ay11: 

"::iaiyiu Al111111d lln1 .. illy a iml'd 11uL lu 1·1·storc th t> 
'.\ Lug bals or dw M ugbal n ristocT~H)'. bn t to r rcatr> n 

((u:simill• o f 1be t-arly i\'fuslin1 comm u nit y rm lfw h ord l't S 

,, f lnrlia. i11 tlw lw lic f th:iL it wo11ltl o ne: d ay inspire 

Muslims Lu cunqu.:r India for Gou. H is nwssag<' appealed 
urn Lo the hi~hcr h u t LO tlw h umbler strata of M 11slin1 
society in ludia, tu Lbe Jo wl'!' mid dle ' classes of prC'
f nd uslrial society, w pPIL}' land lord~, cou ntry- town 

mullahs, 111 1ea d1L•rs. bouk-sell l!rs, sn 1a ll shopktoeper~. 

01 i nor officia ls ;:md ~kill <'d a 1·1isa ns. " 2 

The Prophet's Deputy and i m am 

The time has com1:, perhap:., wbeu Lhis gn :;n reformer 
and renov a tor of lsl::un should l.w assigned h is rig h tful pl:ico: 

in t.bc his tory of lsfam. lt would w·cd n deep study and re

cvalua tiou of l1is rcformnto ry efforts , v f l1is sncrifi t.:cs made for 

renewal o f tlw u·uc concept of jihdd am J his influence on t11 r 
subscqucnL M usUm thought in a responsibl1· manner as tht· 

I. Wilfred Cnn1wcll ::rn1ith, Islam in M adan /Ji.star; , (Mentor Hooki, 
1957), p. 53. 

2. P. H nrdy , The M uslims rif lJril isl: /111Ji 11, Cnmbridgc, 1!)72 fl· 511 
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duty ow<·d to hin1 l>y tlw ••111in· \\' rt rlcl 11r Islam . lt \\'Ould 
1wcd 10 hring i11tu l1~hl his gn .1111ess- Lht• sublinw ohjl'ctiw' 
he had s1· L bcforv lii1m"•lf, Iii, rrforrurllr1ry and missionary 
plan11ing and his ~ti :\ll'!W or war, hi~ vnul ti11g amhition, his 
largc-hcar1rdn!'ss nml his sag-aciLy and wisdom-which has 

been concealed from tlw ga7." n f Lhc lsla111ic: W orld hr the 

hc-avy 111i~t o f misuncl1•rslandi11g. The \.Vrll'ltl ,.r hl:n11 111•rdi. 
his light lo derive inspiration from him. 

But, a n apprcciatio11 11f the Saiyid' s lru1• worth and signi

ticancc d epends 0 11 a c rnTcCL underst:mdim: 1J1" dw Qaranil; 

vcrsr which says: 

·'Allah verily l1 ath i;lww11 grac·1• lo tlw l1di1•vcrs by 

s1·11ding unto thr m a m1•sst'n~cr of their own who redteth 

unto tb cm His n ·vclaLions, and csiusc lh thrm lO grow, 

a11d IP11 r.hcl11 th c> m th e Scripture a nd wisdom; a lthough 
hefon · (h" .-:1 m C' tn llH• m) they wi> rr in flagrant t•rror.''1 

\Vha t 1his means is . hal CH I<' who 1111dr-nakC's th is task 

should iJl aware uf 1h1· lrartSC1·11denlnl llaLUn• o f" d in.: t ltC' 

Tdigion of God; its l'Xt1•nsivr• rn11gc :i nd Lile depth or its 

reach ; llw inL .. r-rdn1 irmship bl'lwt'cn d111 , 1111 th1· nnc hand , 
and fail11 , worship. morals. purification or self nncl propin

quity to O l>d, on llw v th1 ·r; for, th ~~y jointly form th•• bases 
o f law a nd politi cs, 1~uidanc1· a 11d govcrnmCJll in Isbm. Ht· 
should have also understood f ~ lnm in th•• W ;\)' it was p rC'SC'nted 
a nd practisc•d l>y Lhc ho ly Prophet, his companion' and their 

succcssvrs and sho uld rej 1•c l Llw distinclirins drawn beLwc·C'rt in-

11c r css1?llC<' and cxtrinsir form of re ligion, between the matter 

and spirit, l>t· lwl·••n religion a nd politics, and should n:jcct 
the swcrping spcculnlions fir thP W c•str rn philn~nphl'rs about 

l. Q . lil : 164 
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religious Lruth which .irr l11gical, thnugh uncCl 11~c ious, prnducb 

of a m aterialistic :incl spccula1 iv1· philosopLy. 8 uch :! 

mau ca n ::ilonl' do j ustice tn lhal shining ligh t who df'SCrvt> s 

a place among the g reatest ~om .,r [sla m , i ts saints .ind 
n'formers, its lcad1·rs a11d fighters for God, 

The cha racter of Saiyicl Ahmad Shahid, bis undt!rsta n c.l
ing of Islam and his endeavour to present i t in its real and 

original form reflects his deep study of the Qur'lin and loving 
devotion to the holy Prophet. Tbcsl' had gnc imprinted 011 

his spirit and had become bis inward inslinc L Truly speaking, 
he had been guided and groomed by God fo r taking the placc
of a reformer and renovator m·edcd by th1• time. T he Age in 
whkh he was born necd rd a guid<' whn was Lrull1ful a nd sir1-
cere, selfless and pure of hear l ; whn ha ted fame anti riches. 
the worldly objects anJ desires ; whn had given himself up 
complet<'ly in the bands of God ; who d1·p1•nd<·d on prayt>r 
nnd supplication and bcseC'chmrnt 1n bis Lord: sincn, only n 
man wiLh these d isposition$ a nd q1rnlit it$ could revive th r· 

spirit of faiLh in the despondent a nd d!'prPssed people of his 
Lime. Ht• wa~ not, a nd should nc-wr b•! equated with Lbr 
n11tiona l, racia I a nd polit ical lr ac.lcrs or co11q 11erors and hui!
ders of empires or el:;c thP. IOundt•rs of pnlilical part ies. 

Those who arc familiar wi r.h Liu• p rophetic mood a 11rl 

clliposition- a characteristic visiblr> par exullence in the last of 
the prophets. M uhammad, bu t coU1U1on to all of them-nod 
understands llw Jike3 and d islikes, choractp1· :rnd behaviour. 
()risous and pra)1c rs, policies a nd poli tics o f t11e apostles of 
God can ::tlo nl' realise their hearta che, tlH' restlessness of their 
spirit a nd the reason for their slrep1css 11ighu;. H e can com
prehend why t hey wandered like a m an mad after his mission, 
why they never cared for the world, what it was that gave 
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dfoctivcm:s:. tu tht'i.t· SJ>t:ech, why tlw ir eyes wen· si• ofLCn 

brimmed with tears :tnd why it was that a st•ntr.nc" or tW(1 

i.:o ming from thc: ir li ps turned the r:vildo!'rs into saints a nd 

1·ncmies into friends. 
One who understands th is proplLt'tic mood aucl d isp<i

sit.ion would automa1ically und <i rstand them and their charac

ter. I t is the only ki..:y that can op l'll up the secr et nf rheir 

personalhics which is still a closed bnok for thos<> scl1olurs and 
writel'S who cannot fret' themselves from the: modern materia 

listic wny of thought, its standards anrl values : 

" And, verily, Allah gu.idcth who m Ht• will unto tlic 

straight parh. "1 

The Saiyid's leadership provides a living, real and 
unhampered guidanct: which is a lways needed !'ind looked for 

by wist: and foresighted m en iu rhe m.illat. For this is the only 

elixir needed for the ills of the Muslims iu t'wry country and 

Age. It was correctly understood by th · Poet or the East, 
who poctizcd this fact in thrst~ words. 

The rea li ty of Imamat lhou asketh me, 
!vfay God lee thee perceive the secrcrn I know. 

He is, verily, Lhc lm'llm of his Lime , 
'Who makes thee shun the existent :ind the present. 

Showing the face of beloved in the mirror of death, 

Makes thy lif·· still 1.nor<• difficult to endur<'. 
By le tting thPo look into thy abaseme nt. mnkr·i; thy blood 

boil, 
Turns th t•1· in to a ~word by making thr e indiffl'rl'nt to thl' 

world . 
Cafomjty for the m.iliat is lhe leadership of one, 
Who makes the Muslims ;in adorer nf tlw kings. 

l. Q. TI: 213 



Revivalist Movements in Islam 

Islam is on the march ;i~ain . Muslim ll.'gions are not :i i 

this time al l nu t to rak.- ov1•r tl h· world ; llw l\ifuslicn:- a rc pr"

sently in $carcli o f Llit'ir rrn1ts, their identity . Ba nkruptcy of 

a ll the modern icl• :alo!l"i r·~-lm r~h Marxism , co11 rusecl soc-iu lisrn 

and unrelenting capitalism- has li: cl to th e disillusionment o l 

the Muslim youtla; mm·•· and mvrt' t hE'y are b1•i11g rep 1~ ll ecl by 
the presen t-day permissiv1· sor-i1·ty :incl " Coci:1 -Cola cuhuri>" 
o f drugs, pop music n.11d pornography ; m on • a nd more llll' 
conviction is gaini ng su·t·ugL11 a rn(lng them th;:t the 11r.>si1 iv· 

cre1::d of Isla m combin ing lai ~h a nd ~ocial , polilical :111d 
economic activities of the individuals as well as tlw socie ty, as 

a whole, assurrs man a h1·l ti·r :rnd pu rpos••r11 I t•xi~ !c 1H: C' . Tirey 
arc n ow incrrasingly y1•:-rrning frir Tslarn. l3u1 , hmv is this 

revolution l(l ho• h rn11gl11 :1ho u t , hnw i< 0 11< • to fo U11w n cod l' o f 

life strictly !\(cording to shari'(Z, wlrn L should hr· ilw method 

adopted for Islamic n •vival. wli•1 i:an lrild rht"!m Le• th•~ dr•sin•d 

goal, what shnul r.1 ht~ tht' <'11ar:.ir-1•· r :rnd dispn~itin11 of ~me l t 
reformers nnd h·aciers; tlwsc· arr' s111w• ,..., f the q u est ion whid1 

are troubli11g t ire mincls nf every 11•riug h tful '.\tfuslim . 
\Ve c;m, 11 nrloubLNlly, find :111 answi>r tn all Llll'S1• q1;•·s

tions by going- through tl1 €! lives of purc>-hcartcd n'fornwrs. 

revivnlists nn<I rPnov:11 1'"l 1~ of Is la m wh1· h :i ol , timL' :rnd again. 

brough1 bark liir• errinq Muslim s11cir ty 111 the founlain11enrl 
o f Islam in the past. These inspirini; r.1c<.:oun1s arc to be 
found in the fo llowing series 0 11 Islamic n :vivalist cndeavo111· 

over the ages. 
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I . Saviours of Islamic Spirit, Vol. I , (pp. 440, price 
Rs. 40.00) by S. Abul Hasan 'ALI gives an account of the 
intelJectual and speculative achievements and outstanding 
endeavours of lhe reformers, saints and fighters for faith 
during the first six centuries of Islam by reviewing the efforts 
and achievcmcnlS of such master-spir its as Caliph ' U mar b. 
'Abdul 'Aztz, Sheikh H asan-aJ-Basri, Imam Ahmad b. 
H anbal, Imam :\bul Hasan al-Ash'arJ. Imam al-Gazali and 

several o tlw rs. 
2. Saviours of Islamic Spirit, Vol. II (pp. 395, price 
Rs.35.00) by S. Abul Hasan 'Alt portrays the ljfe and teachings 
of three great revivalislS, Sheikh-ul-Islam H afiz Ibo T airniyah, 
Khwaja Niziim Urldin Auliya and Sheikh Sharafuddin 

Yahya MancrI whose endeavours can still inspire lha Muslims 
to-day. 
3. Saiyid Ah.mad Shahid- His Life nod Mission (pp. 
-140 price Rs. 40.00) by .Moh1udd1n Ahmad unfolds the story 
of the greatest mass mO\'l·nicnt of Islamic revival known to 
history. Being a reformatory endeavour nearer Lo ou1· times 
and also, the most successfu l of all such efforts, it gives a clear 

glimpse of th<' mct.hodology to be adopted for a succesful and 
lasting Islamic revolution. 

If you are a thinking man and desire resurgence of 
Islam, all these works are a must for you. 

• • 




