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usury and misdemeanour ; disputed the need ol haj and
zakat, und shamclessly jested with the shari‘ah saying tha
neither the prayer wis commended by the Company nor
fast was prescribed by the Council. 1t was through the
teachings of the Saiyid that such persons repented from their
sinful ways, contracted legal marriages, got them selves
circumcised and became virtuous and pious. As many
as ten thousand persons often ok the oath at his hand.
in a single day, while a large number of Hindis, Shi‘as
and Yogis accepied Islam by listening to his sermons. Even

Christians used to approach him secretly to embrace his

fuith.  Innumerable religious scholars engaged themselves

in providing guidanc- 1o the populace after taking the
bi*at from him ; some o them wrote commentarics on the

Quranic verses and  Tvaditions; published books and

tracts in the langusg: understood by the masses for

imparting knowledg:  of veligion o those who were
carlier ignorunt  oveir about the creed (kalimahk) of the

Muslims. 1’

‘Abdul Ahad was another scholar who had met and
conversed with o wumiber of disciples of the Saiyid. He
testifies that :

# About ey thousand Hindus and  other non-
Muslims were converted to Islam by the Saiyid while thirty
hundred thousand Muslims had pledged fidelity to him,
The number of those who took the oath on the hands
of Saiyid’s discaples and their spiritual successors exevds
tens of millions. ®’

i. Hyder *Ali R&mpiri, Siidnat-an-Nds ‘An Waswasatal Khannds. 1270
A. H. pp. +0.
Samwdaneh Ahmedi

s
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Wilayat ‘Alit of ‘Azimabad (d. 1269 A.H.), & prominent

disciple of the Saivid, who also took part in the jikdd writes :

“As soon as the Saiyid gave his call of religions
reform, people from every part of the country gathered
round himn,  His popularity rose to the extent that
oftentimes crowds consisting of as many as ten thousand
persons took oaths ol allegiance at his band in a single
day.  The number of his followers rose day by day and
thousands of non-Muslims embraced Islam. Innumerable
persons repented of their past sins. Within a1 short period
of five or six vears about thirty hundred thousand persons
took the bi‘at on his hands, while, on his way to the Agj
anciher hundred thousand men took the vath. Thous-
ands ol these were scholars, those who had committed
the Qui'an w their memorany, cxpert jurists and men
distinguished in other fields of life.  All this goes to show
ihat God had blessed him with such a popularity that
everybody felt his heart attracted to him. 2
Wilayat ‘Al goes on further to describe the change

brought about in the life of those who joined the Saiyid’s

aovernent.

“One ought w know the salubrious  influence
excrted by the company of these pious men,  Whaosoever

WilSyat ‘Ali was a respected leader and precursor of the people who
claim to follow the Traditions of the Prophet rather than one of the
juristic schools  The esteem in which he held the Saiyid is apparent
trom the above quotation. Another great leader of the seet, Shih
Muhammad Ism@‘il, has paid a glowing tribute to his spiritual
mentor,  Saivid Ahmad Shahid, in the introduction to his book
Sirat-i-Mustagim.

Wilsvat *Ali, Nisd'il Tis'a, Delbi, N. D p. 56
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jomns them with a sincere heart and takes the bi‘af to
the Saiyid, he instantly feels an aversion to the world
and a liking for the hereafter. This goes on increasing
till he is completely cut adrift from polytheistic practices
and innovations ; love and regard for God and admira-
tion for the shari‘ah increases; eagerness for the prayer
takes root into his heart; everyone set against God falls
into disfavour no matter whether he is father or son,
daughter or mentor; the awe of God allowes no cor-
diality to them. Muany of them give up their vocations,
leave callings disallowed by the shar#‘ah and desert their
homes for the sake of God. These men have persuaded
most of the people to offer prayers with the result that
the snivelling charlatans are demanding their followers
to perform the prayers lest they should turn away from
them.”’?

Karamat ‘Alr of Jaunpur (b. 1209 A.H.) was one of the

greatest reformers India has seen. The marvellous success

of his missionary endeavour in Bengal, where he created the
zeal for faith in millions, bears testimony to his saintliness.®
He writes about the Saiyid :

“It is not necessary to describe his winsome qualities
for they are known to all in the country.  What else can
be a greater miracle than the entire population taking to
religious observances at his behest ? Aforetime cven the
women folk of religious-minded people paid no aftention

Risa'il Tis'a, p. 6U,

The author heard Nawd@b Bahfidur Y& Jang saying in one of his
speeches that Karkmat ‘Ali puided twenty million people to the path
of righteousness in Bengal.
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to praver, but now the men and women belonging to
every caste and class perform the prayers punctually.
People now recite the Qur’an correctly and there is such
a zeal for committing the Book of God to one’s memory
that even women, in the villages and towns, are memoris-
ing it. The older mosques are now filled with the
worshippers and new ones are being constructed.
Thousands among the populace have performed the
haj ; polytheistic usages and practices have been given
up ; the demand for religious books has increased and even
the rare treatises can now be found in every village and
habitation. Of a fact, the Saiyid is the spiritual guide
of entire Muslim conmumunity of the day. One may know
it or not, acknowledge or refute it, but the fact is that
entry in the fold of one who has been made a Renovatoer
by God, is the sign of one's own strength of faith.2”?

Acknowledgement by Some Orientalists

Notwithstanding the smearing campaign and distortion

of facts, menlioned above, by most of the Western writers,
some of them bave acknowledged the extensiveness of Saiyid’s
Jthad Movement as well as the lasting effect it had on the
Muslim socicty of Indo-Pak sub-continent.  Wilfred Cantwell
Smith. who has studied the various Islamic revivalist move-
ments of different countries calling the Muslins back to Islam,
writes in the Islam in the Modern History :

“Even more lasting and more widespread was the
persistence of the movements’ impetus and ideal, The
attempts fo oust the infidel could be,’and were, suppressed,

Karamat All, AMakashafdt-i-Rahmat
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The attempts 10 reline and  rencw Mushim  society
and 1o restore its glory must continue, and incidently
keep it reminded of its more proper destiny on both
scores. The dream of revived Indo-Muslim power
remained into the twentieth century, to haunt or incite
the community.*”!

Another Western scheolar, P. Hardy, writng about the
objectives and mass appeal of the Saivid’s Jikad Movement.
says :

“Saiyid Ahmad Bareilly aimed not w vestore the
Mughals or the Mughal aristocracy, but to create a
facsimile of the early Muslim community on the borders
of India, in the beliel that 1t would one day iuspire
Muslims o conquer India for God, His message appealed
not to the higher but o the humbler strata of Muslim
society in India, to the lower middle’ classes of pre-
Industrial society, 10 petty landlords, country-town
mullahs, (o teachers, book-sellers, small shopkeepers.
minor officials and skilled artisans.”'

The Prophet’s Deputy and Imam

The time has come, perhaps, when this great reformer
and renovator of Islam should be assigned his rightful place
in the history of Islam. It would need a deep study and re-
cvaluation of Lis reformutory efforts, ol his sacrifices made for
renewal of the true concept of Jikdd and his influence on the
subsequent Muslim: thought in 4 responsible manner as the

1. Wilfred Cantwell Swiith, Islam in Modern History, {Mentor bBooks,
1957), p. 53.
2. P. Hardy, The Muslims of Britisk India, Cambridge, 1972 p. 58
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duty owed o him by the entive world of Islam. Tt would
need to bring into light his greatness— the sublime objectives
he had set before himself, his reformatory and missionary
planning and his strategy of war, his vaulting ambition, his
large-heartedness and his sagacity and  wisdom—which has
been conceitled from the gaze of the Islamic World by the
heavy mist of misunderstanding.  The Warld of Tslam needs
his light to derive inspiration from him.

But, an appreciation of the Saiyid’s truce worth and signi-
ficance depends on a correct understanding of the Quranic
verse which says:

“Allah verily hath shown grace 1o the believers by
sending unto them a messenger of their own who reciteth
unto them His revelations, and causeth them to grow,
and teacheth them the Seripture and wisdom ; although
before (Lie eame to them) they were in flagrant error.””?
What this means is . hat one who undertakes this task

should be aware of the ranscendental nature of din, : the
religion of God; its extensive range and the depth of its
reach ; the inter-relationship between din, on the one hand,
and faith, worship, morals, purification of sell and propin-
quity to God, on the other; for, they jointly form the bases
of law and politics, guidance and government in Islam. He
should have also understood Tslam in the way it was presented
and practised by the holy Prophet, his companions and their
successors and should reject the distinetions drawn between in-
ner essence and extrinsic form of religion, between the matter
and spirit, between religion and politics, and should reject
the sweeping speculations of the Western philosophers about

1. Q. IIl: 164
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religious truth which are logical, though unconscious, products
of a materialistic and speculative philosophy. Such =
man can alone do justice to that shining light who deserves
a place among the greatest sons of lIslam, irs saints and
reformers, its leaders and fighters [or God,

The character of Saiyid Ahmad Shahid, his understand-
ing of Islam and his endeavour to present it in its real and
original form reflects his deep study of the Qur’in and loving
devotion to the holy Prophet. These had got imprinted on
his spirit and had become his inward instinct. Truly speaking,
he had been guided and groomed by God for taking the place
of a reformer and renovator needed by the time.  The Agein
which he was born needed a guide who was truthful and sin-
cere, selfless and pure of heart ; who hated fame and riches,
the worldly objects and desires; who had given himself up
completely in the hands of God; who depended on prayer
and supplication and bescechment to his Lord ; since, only a
man with these dispositions and qualities could revive the
spirit of faith in the despondent and depressed people of his
time. He was not, and should never be cquated with the
national, racial and political leacders or conquerors and buil-
ders of empires or else the lounders of political parties.

Those who are familiar with the prophetic mood and
disposition—a characteristic visible par excellence in the last of
the prophets, Muhammad, but common to all of them—and
understands the likes and dislikes, character and behaviour.,
orisons and prayers, policies and politics of the apostles of
God can alone realise their heartache, the restlessness of their
spirit and the reason for their sleepless nights, He can com-
prehend why they wandered like a man mad after his mission,
why they never cared for the world, what it was that gave
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effectiveness to their speech, why their eyes were 50 ofien
brimmed with tears and why it was that a sentence or two
coming from their lips furned the cvildoers into saints and
imemies into friends.

One¢ who understands this prophetic mood and dispo-
sition would automatically understand them and their charac-
ter. It is the only key that can open up the seeret of their
personalities which is still a closed book for those scholars and
writers who cannot free themselves from the modern materia-
listic way of thought, its standards and values:

“‘And, verily. Allali guideth whom He will unto the
straight path.”?

The Saiyid’s leadership provides a  living, real and
unhampered guidance which is always needed and looked for
by wisc and foresighted men in the millat. T'or this is the only
elixir needed for the ills of the Muslims in every country and
Age. It was correctly understood by the Poet of the East,
who poetized this fact in these words.

The reality of Imamat thou asketh me,

May God let thee perceive the secrets | know.

He is, verily, the Imam of his time,

Who makes thee shun the existent and the present.

Showing the face of beloved in the mirror of death,

Makes thy lili still more difficult to endure.

By letting thee look into thy abasement, makes thy blood
boil,

Turns thee into a sword by making thee indifferent to the
world.,

Calamity for the millat is the leadership of one,
Who makes the Muslims an adorer of the kings,

1. Q.11: 218



Revivalist Movements in Islam

Islam is on the march again.  Muslim legions are not i
this time all out to take over the world 5 the Muslims are pre-
sently in search of their roots, their identity.  Bankruptey of

all the modern idealogics—harsh Marxism, confused socialism
and unrelenting capitalism—has led o the disillusionment ol
the Muslim youth ; more and more they are being repelled by
the present-day permissive society and ““Coca-Cola culture™
of drugs, pop music and pornography ; more and more the
conviction is gaining strength wnong them that the positive
creed of Islam combining faith and social, political and
economic activities of the individuals as well as the society, as
a whole, assures man a hetter and purposeful existence. They
are now increasingly vearning for Islam,  But, how is this
revolution o be brouglit about, how is one o follow 2 code of
life strictly according to shari®a, what should be the method
adopted for Islamic revival, who can lead them to the desired
goal, whai should be the c¢haracter and dispositton of such
reformers and leaders; these are some of the question which
are troubling the minds of every honghtful Muslim,

We can, undoubtedly, find an answer to all these ques-
tions by going through the lives of pure-hearted reformers.
revivalists and renovatars of Islam who had, time and again,
brought back the erring Muslim society ta the fountainhead
of Islam in the past. These inspirint accounts are to be
found in the following series om Islamic revivalist endeavour
over the ages.
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1. Saviours of Islamic Spirit, Vol. I, (pp. 440, price
Rs. 40.00) by S. Abul Hasan ‘Ali gives an account of the
intellectual and speculative achicvements and outstanding
endeavours of the reformers, saints and fighters for faith
during the first six centuries of Islam by reviewing the efforts
and achievements of such master-spirits as Caliph ‘Umar b,
‘Abdul ‘Aziz, Sheikh Hasan-al-Basri, Imam Ahmad b.
Hanbal, Imam Abul Hasan al-Ashfari, Imam al-Gazali and
several others,

2. Saviours of Islamic Spirit, Vol. I1 (pp. 395, price
Rs.35.00) by S. Abul Hasan ‘Ali portrays the life and teachings
of three great revivalists, Sheikh-ul-Islam Hafiz Ibn Taimiyah,
Khwija Nizim Uddin Auliya and Sheikh Sharafuddin
Yahya Maneri whose endeavours can still inspire the Muslims
to-day.

3. Saiyid Ahmad Shahid—His Life and Mission (pp.
440 price Rs. 40.00) by Mohiuddin Ahmad unfolds the story
of the greatest mass moverient of Islamic revival known to
history. Being a reformatory endeavour nearer to our times
and also, the most successful of all such efforts, it gives a clear
glimpse of the methodology to be adopted for a succesful and
lasting Islamic revolution.

If you are a thinking man and desire resurgence of
Islam, all these works are a must for you.






